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HIGHLIGHTS

• FAO’s first forecast for paddy production in 2002 stands at 587.2 million tonnes (392.7 million tonnes in milled equivalent), 6 million
tonnes less than in 2001, and the lowest level since 1998. This outlook is still tentative since the final outcome will depend critically on
the timing, magnitude, and distribution of the monsoon rains in the northern hemisphere.

• The season is well advanced in countries in the southern hemisphere and around the equatorial belt, many of which are already in the
process of reaping their main crop. Preliminary forecasts for production in that part of the world mostly point to contractions. For
instance, heavy floods are estimated to have caused a one million tonnes drop in production in Indonesia while drought might have
impaired planting in Malaysia. In Africa, low prices in the past season, insufficient rains at planting time and localized flooding at the
development stage are likely to have resulted in declining output in Madagascar. In South America, a negative outcome is foreseen in
Argentina, a reflection of poor producer prices last year, but also in Chile, Ecuador and Uruguay where the crops have suffered from
excessive precipitation. By contrast, output is officially forecast to rise by over 10 percent in Brazil. In Australia, the size of the crop
could be down 32 percent, with the decline attributed to a reduced availability of irrigation water, abnormally cool temperatures at the
early stage of crop development and weed infestation.

• Early prospects for 2002 paddy production in the northern hemisphere are clouded by a possible recurrence of the El Niño
phenomenon, which might distort the weather pattern during the second half of the year. A fall in production is currently prospected in
China, though less pronounced than in the previous two years, and in India. Moreover, lingering drought problems are anticipated to
severely constrain plantings and output in Pakistan.  Paddy production could also recede somewhat in Thailand and the Philippines,
while an increase is foreseen in Bangladesh and Vietnam. In Egypt, high producer prices in 2001 may induce an expansion of rice
cultivation this season, but much will depend on water availability at planting time. Overall, little change is anticipated in Central
America and the Caribbean, although a recovery is expected in Mexico, Costa Rica and El Salvador. In the EU, a favourable 2002
paddy season is anticipated. Based on farmers’ declared planting intentions, output in the United States is forecast to remain close to
the 2001 record.

• FAO’s forecast for world rice trade in 2002 currently stands at 25.2 million tonnes, 1.5 million tonnes above the revised estimate for
2001 and the highest level since the record performance in 1998.

• Much of the increase should be fostered by larger imports by Indonesia and China and, to a lower extent, by the Islamic Republic of
Iran. Most of the other traditional rice importers in Asia are expected to reduce imports, including Bangladesh and the Philippines, both
of which gathered excellent crops in 2001. Imports by African countries, a major force in sustaining international trade last year, are
also expected to be lower, especially in the major markets, i.e. Cote d’Ivoire, Nigeria and Senegal. In Nigeria, the decline could be
accentuated by the raising of import duties to 150 percent in April, twice as high as in 2001. Unlike in Africa, rice flows into Central
America and the Caribbean are anticipated to expand somewhat to compensate for the production shortfall of last year. Purchases by
countries in South America, on the other hand, are likely to fall, but not as much as originally expected, since Brazil should cut its
shipments by a minor extent only. Among the developed countries, imports by the United States and the EC should be little changed
from 2001 while the outlook for Russian purchases suggests a substantial increase.

• As regards exports, India’s regained status as a major supplier of the international rice market is an outstanding development expected
this year. Rice inventories in the country have reached unprecedently high levels, keeping pressure on the Government to subsidize
sales abroad. Even though India is currently displacing some traditional exporters from key markets in Asia and Africa, the anticipated
expansion of the global market this year should give scope for larger rice sales by China, Egypt, Myanmar, the United States and
Vietnam. Thailand, on the other hand, might be able to match the record performance achieved in 2001. By contrast, short supplies
might result in a drop in deliveries by Australia, Pakistan and Uruguay.

• World rice inventories at the close of the marketing seasons ending in 2002 are forecast at about 152 million, 12 million tonnes less
than in 2001 and the smallest since 1996. As in 2001, China should record a sizeable year-to-year contraction of over 11 million tonnes.
A reduction is also likely to be experienced by Brazil, Egypt, Indonesia, and Japan. On the other hand, the season is anticipated to end
with a larger rice carryover in Bangladesh, India, the Republic of Korea and the United States. Overall, both importing and exporting
countries are likely to face a stock reduction by the close of their 2001/02 seasons.

• Notwithstanding the arrival of new crop supplies in some major exporting countries, international prices for rice held relatively steady
over the first quarter of the year. Much of the price resilience reflected the programme of intervention purchases in Thailand, where the
Government appears determined not to let prices fall the way they did one year ago. The price strength in Thailand contrasted with a
continued weakness in the United States. As a result, the price differential between the Thai and US high quality long grain rice shrank
to US$ 2 per tonne in April 2002, compared with US$ 101 per tonne one year earlier. Sale prices were steady to stronger in Pakistan,
both for Basmati and IRRI rices. Quotations in Vietnam, which had softened in March when supplies from winter/spring crop reached
the market, showed a general tendency to recover in April. By contrast, most Indian rice prices weakened compared with the levels
prevailing earlier this year. As a result, rice from Indian origin remained the most competitive on the market.

• Although prospects for international rice prices in the coming months have brightened following the announcement of a likely surge in
imports by Indonesia, there is still considerable uncertainty regarding purchases by China. The price outlook is also dimmed by the
growing presence of India as a cheap rice supplier to the world market. However, of even more fundamental importance will be the
development of the season in the Northern Hemisphere in the coming months.
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I. PRODUCTION

Early forecast for Global Paddy Production in 2002 point to a contraction to the lowest level
since 1998

In the Northern Hemisphere, most countries
have yet to start the 2002 paddy season,
with several of them still harvesting the
second or third 2001 paddy crops.  By
contrast, the 2002 paddy season is well
advanced in countries in the Southern
Hemisphere and around the equatorial belt,
many of which are already in the process of
reaping their main crop. FAO’s first forecast
for paddy production in 2002 stands at 587.2
million tonnes (392.7 million tonnes in
milled equivalent), 6 million tonnes less
than in 2001, and the lowest since 1998.
This outlook is still tentative since the final

outcome will depend critically on the
timing, magnitude, and distribution of the
monsoon rains. In this connection, recent
observations of a likely recurrence of El
Niño weather anomaly have raised concerns
over its possible impact on the 2002 paddy
season, as the memories of the floods and
drought associated with this phenomenon in
1997-1998 are still fresh. As a matter of
fact, some governments are anticipating
some drought conditions later on in the year
by encouraging paddy producers to shift to
crops less dependent on rainfall.   

I.1 ASIA

2002 Paddy production is preliminary forecast to fall in China, India and Indonesia, while it
might rise in Bangladesh and Vietnam

In the Southern Hemisphere and equatorial
belt, countries are about to reap their main
2002 paddy crops.  In Indonesia,
harvesting has begun and should continue
through June. Heavy floods in February hit
the main rice producing areas, reportedly
destroying 200 000 hectares of paddy
fields. Consequently, the Government’s
first forecast of paddy output for 2002, at
48.7 million tonnes, is one million tonnes
lower than in the past season. In Malaysia,
production is also anticipated to fall from
the relatively positive outturn in 2001,
which was boosted by favorable weather
and government support. This year, drought
conditions have prevailed during the first
quarter in several parts of the country,
leading to a rationing of water for irrigation.
Moreover, there is much uncertainty

regarding the possible influence of El Niño
on the second paddy crop, which started
being planted in April. In Sri Lanka,
harvest of the main Maha paddy crop is
about to be concluded, but no information is
yet available regarding its size. Last season,
the crop was badly affected by drought and
rising production costs. FAO’s current
forecast for the country’s output in 2002
foresees a small recovery, assuming normal
growing conditions for the secondary crop,
to be planted from April onwards.

In the Northern Hemisphere, Bangladesh
reached a new production record in 2001,
boosted by increases in the Boro, irrigated
winter crop, which in recent years has
become the largest of the three paddy
crops grown in the country. According to

RICE SITUATION UPDATE AS OF 30 APRIL 2002
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the Government target for 2002, the rising
production trend should persist over the
current season, barring major weather
problems. Paddy output in India also
leaped forward last year, owing mainly to
favourable monsoon rains. Pending the
release of information regarding the 2002
Kharif (main season) crop, which will start
being planted in May, FAO forecasts a
2 percent decline in the country’s overall
production, based on somewhat less
buoyant yields during the current season.
The Government recently announced the
liberalization of domestic marketing for
rice, which would relax restrictions on
inter-provincial rice movements and
domestic sale licensing requirements.
Prospects for production in Pakistan in
2002 are marred by the persistence of
drought during the first quarter, which has
aggravated existing shortages of irrigation
water for the main crop. Government
official forecast for the forthcoming
season’s production has been set at
5.2 million tonnes of paddy, 7 percent
below 2001, and the lowest since 1994.

In China (Mainland), the 2002 season
has started with the planting of the early
rice crop. The country is currently
expected to experience a small drop in
paddy output, although much less
pronounced than in the past two years, as
farmers move to more profitable

activities, especially in the northern and
central provinces that are prone to dry
spells and water scarcity. A shift out of
rice will also be facilitated by the
loosening of Central Government
procurement rules and the progressive
liberalization of the grain markets in
selected provinces, which began in 2001.
Moreover, domestic paddy prices have
remained below the 1999 levels, despite
recovering somewhat last year, especially
in the case of indica rices. A fall in
production is also expected in the
Chinese Province of Taiwan, which
already announced a 9 percent cut in
plantings to address the possible increase
in supplies following the opening of the
market to rice imports.  In Thailand, the
2002 paddy season will not start until
May, but the Government has already
predicted some decline, following poor
rainfall in the first three months of the
year and expectations of further adverse
weather conditions resulting from El
Niño. Paddy output could also recede in
Japan, where planting will start in
April/May. The Government there is
considering the introduction of new
measures to tackle the rice surplus
situation, including a shift to an output-
based production quota, replacing the
previous area-based quota. In Vietnam,
the first winter/spring paddy crop is being
harvested in the Southern part of the
country. Following reports of a lingering
drought in the Mekong Delta and a shift of
producers out of rice, the crop is now
expected to be smaller than in the past
season. Nonetheless, the Government has
optimistically targeted overall paddy
output to reach 32.3 million tonnes in
2002, up from 31.9 million tonnes in 2001.
This implies that the shortfall will be
covered through an increase in the
summer/Autumn crop and the 10th Month
crop, the planting of which will start in
April and May respectively.  Abundant
precipitation in the Islamic Republic of
Iran could also support a partial recovery
in paddy production this year.

Paddy Production in the Major 
Rice Producing Countries
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I.2 AFRICA

Paddy Production in 2002 likely to slide in Southern Africa, but might expand
 in Egypt

Planting of the 2002 paddy crops is yet to
begin in most countries on the continent,
except in Southern Africa where the season
is quite advanced. In Madagascar, the crop
has benefited from favorable weather
conditions during the development phase.
However, insufficient rains at planting time
and low prices in the past season are likely
to have resulted in a reduction in plantings.
Localized flooding problems have been also
reported, which could have impaired the
quality of the crop. Pending more
information, output in the country is forecast
to fall below the excellent 2001 season
performance. Conditions for crop
development have been unfavorable in

Mozambique, as drought affected the
southern and central provinces where much
of the rice is produced. The bulk of the crop
will be harvested in June.

Egypt will not start the paddy season before
late April. High producer prices in the
country in 2001 are expected to induce
producers to expand rice cultivation this
season, which would sustain an increase in
output. However, much will depend on
water availability at planting time.
Although not strictly enforced, the area
under rice remains subject to government
limitations for water saving purposes.

I.3 LATIN AMERICA AND THE CARIBBEAN

Production might recover in Central America but it forecast to end with a
contraction in South America

The 2002 paddy season has just
commenced in Central America and the
Caribbean, but little information has
transpired on planting intentions. However,
production might recover in a number of
countries that faced poor growing
conditions last year, especially Costa
Rica, Mexico and El Salvador.
Harvesting of the 2002 paddy crop has
started in South America. Heavy rainfall
and flooding in some locations this year
have been associated with El Niño and
several countries are putting in place
measures to monitor and temper its
potentially negative effects on agriculture.
In Argentina, where about 40 percent of
the crop had already been harvested by
early April, output is forecast to fall again,
as low prices last year encouraged farmers
to divert land to soybeans. The fall in
plantings was of the order of 18 percent,
which, combined with a reduction in yields

from the high levels reached last year,
could trigger a 25 percent fall in output.
Prospects for Chile point to a contraction,
reflecting mainly the negative effects on
yields of belated plantings and excessive
rainfall in the first three months of the
year. A retrenchment in output is also
anticipated in Uruguay, where the sector
has been suffering for several years from
low prices and, more recently, from
increased competition on export markets.
In addition, heavy rainfall was reported to
be hampering the harvest in early April.
Excessive precipitation also affected the
rice crop in Ecuador. By contrast, drought
problems could hamper the season in
Venezuela. In Brazil, cold temperature
and heavy rains have been reported in Rio
Grande do Sul in April. However, the
official forecast for the country’s
production remains at 11.5 million tonnes,
10.7 percent above last season. The
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increase rests on an expansion in the area,
triggered by rising prices at planting time,
and expectations of higher yields. The
overall production outlook is also positive

 for Peru, although producer returns
continued to be low, which could
discourage a proper use of inputs this
season.

I.4 NORTH AMERICA

Output in the United States likely to remain close to the record achieved last season

In the United States, information on the
farmers’ planting intentions indicates that
the area under rice in 2002 is likely to
remain close to that of last year. However,
the country might not benefit from the
excellent growing conditions that boosted
yields last season. As a result, production
might fall somewhat below the 9.7 million
tonnes harvested in 2001. On the policy

front, the country is yet to pass the new
Farm Bill. Provisions in the blue-print to
lower the ceiling of payments per producer
have been identified as potentially harmful
to the rice industry, due to the large size of
rice concerns, especially in the State of
California, the major producing state of
medium grain rice.

I.5 EUROPE

Abundant water availability could support output in the EC

In the EC, the paddy season is getting
underway. Although still preliminary, an
expansion of plantings is anticipated in
Spain, supported by large water
availability, and might well trigger, as last
year, a cut in direct producer payments if
the ceiling of 104 973 hectares is

exceeded. Production could also rise in
Greece, which was afflicted last year by
drought problems, and in Italy, where
producers faced improved returns in 2001.
Overall, the EU paddy output is expected
to rise by 2 percent to 2.61 million tonnes.

1.6  OCEANIA

A 32 percent decline in paddy production anticipated in Australia

In Australia, harvesting of the 2002 paddy
crop is in progress. Latest forecasts by the
Australian Bureau of Agricultural and
Resource Economics put production at
1.2 million tonnes, out of an area of about
150 000 hectares.  At that level, output

would be down 32 percent compared with
2001, attributed mainly to a reduced
availability of irrigation water, abnormally
cool temperatures at the early stage of
development and weed infestation.
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II. INTERNATIONAL TRADE

International rice trade might expand by about 6 percent in 2002

FAO’s forecast for world rice trade for
2002 currently stands at 25.2 million
tonnes, 1.5 million tonnes above the revised
estimate for 2001 and the second highest
level since the record performance in 1998.

Most of the increase, which reflects mainly
expectations of higher imports by China
and Indonesia, should be supported by
abundant export availabilities, especially in
India.

Asian countries likely to be the main engine for trade growth this year

Much of the trade pattern during the
current year will be influenced by the
outcome of production during the past
2001 season but also by changes in
policies, especially those related to market
access. In the Far East, the opening of
import quotas by China and by the Chinese
Province of Taiwan is the reason
underlying the expected rise in their
purchases. A major boost is expected to be
provided also by Indonesia, the imports of
which have been raised to 3 million tonnes,
twice as much as in 2001. Rising domestic
prices in the country and subdued
production prospects for 2002 are putting
pressure on private traders and on Bulog,
the government food agency, to import
more. Most of these imports are likely to
be made on a barter or counter trade basis.
In the rest of the region, most of the other
traditional rice importers are expected to
reduce their purchases, including
Bangladesh and the Philippines, both of
which gathered excellent crops in 2001.
Imports by the former are now officially
forecast at 200 000 tonnes, compared with
370 000 tonnes last year, while for the
Philippines they are anticipated to fall to
600 000 tonnes, down from 850 000 tonnes
in 2001.

Indonesia: Rice Imports
1994-2002 
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Among countries in the Near East, the
Islamic Republic of Iran is expected to
import 1.2 million tonnes, or 20 percent
more than last year, to meet consumption
requirements and reconstitute stocks. The
forecasts for Iraq remains at 1.2 million
tonnes, unchanged from 2001, while it was
raised slightly to 840 000 tonnes for Saudi
Arabia, as the upward trend dominating
since 1997 is expected to continue.

Imports by African countries, a major
force in sustaining international trade last
year, are expected to be lower, especially
in the major markets, i.e. Cote d’Ivoire,
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Nigeria and Senegal. Moreover, since the
beginning of the year, the Government of
Nigeria has raised import tariffs several
times, bringing their level to 150 percent
by mid-April. The new tariff might have a
negative effect on the parboiled rice
segment of the market. By contrast, in
Madagascar, the worsening of the 2002
season outlook has triggered an upward
adjustment in imports to the country
compared with last year.

Unlike in Africa, rice flows into Central
America and the Caribbean are
anticipated to expand by 6 percent to close
to 1.7 million tonnes to compensate for the
production shortfall of last year. Mexico
and Cuba will remain the major markets,
taking close to 500 000 tonnes each.
Purchases by countries in South America,
on the other hand, are likely to fall, but not
as much as originally expected. According
to the latest official forecast, Brazil will cut
its shipments by only a minor extent, from
700 000 tonnes in 2001 to 677 000 tonnes

this year. In Peru, official import estimates
are envisaged to decline by 20 percent to
50 000 tonnes, following expectations of a
larger crop this season. Similarly, imports
by Colombia, which are subject to public
licenses, could fall from the relatively high
level in 2001. Many countries in the
region, including Colombia, operate a
price band system that results in variable
import levies, which tend to rise when
world prices are low and vice-versa. In this
connection, a recent WTO ruling against
Chile’s use of such a mechanism on wheat
imports, in a case filed by Argentina in
October 2000, may create a precedent
relevant to a large number of countries
operating similar schemes.

 Among the developed countries, forecasts of
shipments into the United States and the EC in
2002 have been raised respectively to 400 000
tonnes and 700 000 tonnes, little changed from
the previous year. The outlook for Russian
purchases in 2002 suggests a 50 000 tonnes
increase to 370 000 tonnes. .

India’s exports expected to surge in 2002

India: Rice Exports
1994-2002 
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As regards exports, India’s regained status
as a major supplier of the international rice
market is an outstanding development
expected this year. Rice inventories in the
country have reached unprecedently high
levels, keeping pressure on the Government
to subsidize sales abroad. Although

Government officials have announced that
rice exports over the fiscal year (April 2002
/ March 2003) could soar to 5 million
tonnes, FAO forecasts for India’s exports in
2002 have been raised to 3.5 million tonnes
only, 2 million tonnes more than last year.
Even though India is currently displacing
some traditional exporters from key markets
in Asia and Africa, China, Egypt, Myanmar,
the United States and Vietnam are expected
to benefit from the anticipated global market
expansion and make larger rice shipments
than last year. Thailand, on the other hand,
might be able to keep its deliveries at
7.5 million tonnes, matching the record
achieved in 2001. By contrast, short supplies
might result in a drop in exports compared
with the past year in Australia (from
700 000 tonnes to 550 000 tonnes), Pakistan
(from 2.4 million tonnes to 1.5 million
tonnes) and Uruguay (from 640 000 tonnes
to 450 000 tonnes).
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III. END-OF-SEASON STOCKS

Stocks carried-over from the 2001 rice seasons expected to fall to their lowest level since 1996

The forecast for world rice inventories at
the close of the marketing seasons ending
in 2002 stands at about 152 million tonnes.
At that level, the world rice carryover
would be about 12 million tonnes less than
in 2001 and the smallest since 1996. As in
2001, China should record a sizeable year-
to-year contraction, since steady domestic
demand for rice, associated with a fall in
production, could lead to a draw down of
over 11 million tonnes by the end of the
season. A reduction is also likely to be
experienced in Brazil, Egypt, Indonesia,
and Japan. On the other hand, the season is
anticipated to end with a larger rice
carryover in Bangladesh, India, the
Republic of Korea and the United States.
Overall, both importing and exporting
countries are likely to face a stock
reduction when the 2001/02 season is
concluded.

Current prospects point to a continuous
strong reduction in global stocks at the
close of countries’ paddy seasons ending in
2003. Based on the current tentative
forecast for production, trade and
utilization, global rice inventories might
fall to some 136 million tonnes or 10
percent lower than their opening level. The
reductions should be widespread, with
especially strong declines expected in
China, consistent with the policy
conducted since 2000, Indonesia,
notwithstanding expectations of large
imports this year, India and Japan. This
outlook will be strongly influenced by the
development of the season in the second
half of the year, when northern hemisphere
countries will plant and harvest their main
paddy crops.
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IV. INTERNATIONAL PRICES
World rice prices remain firm despite the arrival of new crop supplies on the market

WORLD PRICE INDICES FOR RICE

FAO INDICES

QualityAll

High Low

January-December Averages 1982-84 = 100

1995 129 124 146
1996 136 136 136
1997 127 129 120
1998 127 128 126
1999 114 115 110
2000 98 101 89
2001 90 91 84
2001 April 87 90 77

May 88 90 79
June 88 91 81
July 91 93 83
August 89 90 87
September 89 89 88
October 88 89 88
November 88 88 87
December 88 88 90

2002 January 91 90 92
February 91 91 91
March 90 90 89
April 90 90 91

Source: FAO
N.B.-The FAO indices are calculated using the Laspeyre formula.
The Rice Export Price Index is calculated for 15 export prices.

Notwithstanding the arrival of new crop
supplies in some major exporting
countries, international prices for rice held
relatively steady in the first quarter and the
FAO Export Price Index for Rice (1982-84
=100) averaged 90 in April 2002,
unchanged from March, and only 1 point
less than in January and February. In
comparison, the Index stood at 87 points in
April 2001. Much of the price resilience
reflected the programme of intervention
purchases in Thailand, where the
Government appears to have decided not to
let prices fall the way they did one year
ago. As a result, the quotations of rices
from Thai origin remained relatively firm
in the past two months and substantially
higher than the levels prevailing in the
same period in 2001. For instance, in April
2002 the Thai 100%B averaged US$ 197
per tonne compared with US$ 170 per

tonne in April 2001. This tendency
contrasted with the steady decline in rice
quotations in the United States, where the
monthly f.o.b. price average for the 2/4
long rice recorded the 10th consecutive fall
to US$ 199 per tonne in April 2002. As a
result, the price differential between the
Thai and US high quality long grain rice
shrank to US$ 2 per tonne in April 2002,
compared with US$ 101 per tonne one
year earlier.

Export Prices for Higher 
Quality Rice
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As for most types and qualities exported
from Thailand, sale prices were steady or
stronger in Pakistan, both for Basmati and
IRRI rices. Quotations in Vietnam, which
had softened in March when supplies from
winter/spring crop reached the market,
showed a general tendency to recover in
April. By contrast, most Indian rice prices
weakened compared with the levels
prevailing earlier this year. As a result, rice
from Indian origin remained the most
competitive on the market.
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Export Prices for Lower 
Quality Rice
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Although prospects for international rice
prices in the coming months have
brightened following the announcement of
a surge in imports by Indonesia, there is
still considerable uncertainty regarding
purchases by China. The price outlook is
also dimmed by the growing presence of
India as a cheap rice supplier to the world
market. However, of even more
fundamental importance will be the
development of the season in the Northern
Hemisphere under the shadow of a mild
recurrence of el Niño that would exert an
upward pressure on prices.

EXPORT PRICES FOR RICE (f.o.b. US$/tonne)

Type Effective
Date

Latest 1 week ago 1 month ago 1 year ago Average
(82-84)

Thai 100B 26/04/2002 201 197 191 172 236

Thai 25% 26/04/2002 172 173 161 144 n.a.

Thai 35% 26/04/2002 168 168 157 140 213

Thai A1 Super 26/04/2002 149 151 145 122 174

Viet 5% 26/04/2002 185 185 175 143 n.a.

Viet 25% 26/04/2002 165 165 159 128 n.a.

India PR 106 25% 26/04/2002 130 130 128 222 n.a.

Pak 10% 26/04/2002 165 165 153 165 n.a.

Pak 25% 26/04/2002 155 155 148 140 n.a.

Pak Basmati ordinary 26/04/2002 n.a. n.a. n.a. 300 631

US 2/4% Long Grain 26/04/2002 198 198 203 264 393
Source: International rice brokers, rice merchants and national sources.
n.a.  not available
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    2000     2001      2002     2000    2001      2002
3/

(estimated) (forecast) (estimated) (forecast)

WORLD 598.7 593.1 587.2 WORLD 23.0 23.7 25.2
  Developing  countries 573.4 566.8 561.8   Developing  countries 19.5 19.9 21.3
  Developed  countries 25.3 26.3 25.4   Developed  countries 3.5 3.7 3.8

ASIA 544.9 539.0 533.0 ASIA 11.7 11.2 13.4
        Bangladesh 37.6 38.1 39.0     Bangladesh 0.5 0.4 0.2
        Cambodia 4.0 4.1 4.1     China    1/ 0.2 0.3 1.1
        China   1/ 189.8 178.7 178.3     Indonesia 2.0 1.5 3.0
        India 127.3 136.1 133.0     Iran,  Islamic  Rep.  of 1.1 1.0 1.2
        Indonesia 51.9 49.6 48.7     Japan 0.7 0.7 0.7
        Iran,  Islamic  Rep.  of 2.0 1.9 2.0     Malaysia 0.6 0.6 0.6
        Japan 11.9 11.3 11.0     Philippines 0.8 0.9 0.6
        Korea  Rep.  of 7.2 7.5 7.3     Saudi  Arabia 0.8 0.8 0.8
        Myanmar 21.3 21.3 20.5     Sri Lanka 0.0 0.1 0.1
        Pakistan 7.2 5.7 5.2
        Philippines 12.5 13.1 13.0 AFRICA 6.3 7.2 6.5
        Sri Lanka 2.9 2.6 2.6     Côte  d'Ivoire 1.0 1.1 0.9
        Thailand 25.6 25.3 24.6     Nigeria 1.2 1.6 1.2
        Viet  Nam 32.5 31.9 32.3     Senegal 0.5 0.6 0.6

    South Africa 0.5 0.6 0.6
AFRICA 17.4 17.3 17.5

SOUTH  AMERICA 0.9 1.1 1.0
  North  Africa 6.0 5.3 5.6     Brazil 0.7 0.7 0.7
        Egypt 6.0 5.2 5.6     Peru 0.1 0.1 0.1

  Sub-Saharan  Africa 11.3 12.1 11.9 NORTH & C.  AMERICA 2.1 2.3 2.3
    Western  Africa 7.3 7.7 7.7     Mexico 0.4 0.5 0.5
        Côte d'Ivoire 1.0 1.1 1.0
        Guinea 0.9 0.8 0.8 EUROPE     1.5 1.6 1.7
        Mali 0.7 0.8 0.8     EC     2/ 0.6 0.7 0.7
        Nigeria 3.3 3.5 3.5
     Central  Africa 0.4 0.4 0.4 OCEANIA 0.4 0.3 0.4
     Eastern  Africa 1.0 1.1 1.0
        Tanzania 0.8 0.8 0.8
     Southern  Africa 2.6 2.9 2.7
        Madagascar 2.3 2.6 2.4
        Mozambique 0.2 0.2 0.2

CENTRAL  AMERICA 2.5 2.4 2.3

        Mexico 0.4 0.2 0.3     2000    2001      2002
3/

(estimated) (forecast)
SOUTH  AMERICA 21.0 19.8 20.4
        Argentina 0.9 0.9 0.7
        Brazil 11.4 10.4 11.5
        Colombia 2.3 2.1 2.1 WORLD 23.0 23.7 25.2

    Developing  countries 18.8 19.7 21.1
NORTH  AMERICA 8.7 9.7 9.6     Developed  countries 4.2 4.1 4.1
        United  States 8.7 9.7 9.6

ASIA 17.4 18.1 19.7
EUROPE    3.2 3.2 3.3     China    1/ 3.1 2.0 2.0
        EC     2/ 2.5 2.6 2.6     India 1.5 1.5 3.5

    Myanmar 0.1 0.6 0.7
OCEANIA 1.1 1.8 1.2     Pakistan 2.0 2.4 1.5
        Australia 1.1 1.8 1.2     Thailand 6.6 7.5 7.5

    Viet  Nam 3.5 3.5 3.8

AFRICA 0.4 0.8 0.9
    Egypt 0.4 0.8 0.9

SOUTH  AMERICA 1.6 1.3 1.1
    Argentina 0.5 0.3 0.3
    Uruguay 0.7 0.6 0.5

NORTH  AMERICA 2.9 2.7 2.8
    United  States 2.8 2.6 2.8

EUROPE    0.2 0.2 0.2
FOOTNOTES:     EC       2/ 0.2 0.2 0.2
Totals  computed  from  unrounded  data.
  1/   Including  Taiwan  Province. OCEANIA 0.6 0.7 0.6
  2/   Fifteen member  countries.     Australia 0.6 0.7 0.6
  3/   Tentative.

            million  tonnes, milled

 WORLD  PADDY  PRODUCTION WORLD  IMPORTS  OF  RICE

WORLD  EXPORTS  OF  RICE

            million  tonnes, milledmillion  tonnes
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RICE : Estimated Supplies and Utilization in the Main Exporting Countries.
             (National Crop Years)

    UNITED STATES THAILAND  2/
   (Aug./Jul.)    (Nov./Oct.)

1999/00 2000/2001 2001/2002 1999/00 2000/2001 2001/2002
         prelim.           f'cast         prelim.          f'cast 

Open.Stocks 694 867 887 1400 1660 1800
Production 1/ 6504 5939 6571 16002 16953 16751
Imports 319 339 416 1 0 0
   Tot.Supply 7517 7145 7874 17402 18613 18551
Domestic Use 3847 3570 3805 9172 9292 9351
Exports 2803 2688 2714 6570 7521 7500
Clos.Stocks 867 887 1355 1660 1800 1700

 CHINA 2/ 3/ PAKISTAN  2/
  (Jan./Dec.)   (Nov./Oct.)

1999/00 2000/2001 2001/2002 1999/00 2000/2001 2001/2002
         prelim.           f'cast         prelim.          f'cast 

Open.Stocks 113160 112885 106580 570 1080 800
Production 1/ 137363 130109 122474 5156 4802 3782
Imports 245 289 1140 0 0 0
   Tot.Supply 250768 243283 230194 5726 5882 4582
Domestic Use 134811 134699 133084 2630 2658 2682
Exports 3073 2004 2020 2016 2424 1500
Clos.Stocks 112885 106580 95090 1080 800 400

VIET NAM  2/       TOTAL 
   (Nov./Oct.)

1999/00 2000/2001 2001/2002 1999/00 2000/2001 2001/2002
         prelim.           f'cast         prelim.          f'cast 

Open.Stocks 1400 3100 4020 117.2 119.6 114.1
Production 1/ 20940 21698 21294 186.0 179.5 170.9
Imports 2 2 2 0.6 0.6 1.6
   Tot.Supply 22342 24800 25316 303.8 299.7 286.5
Domestic Use 15765 17311 17516 166.2 167.5 166.4
Exports 3477 3469 3800 17.9 18.1 17.5
Clos.Stocks 3100 4020 4000 119.6 114.1 102.5

Footnotes:
Totals computed from unrounded data.
For  the  forecast  year  figures  refer  to  export  availabilties  and  import  requirements.
1/   Milled basis.
2/   Rice trade data refers to the calendar year of the second year shown.     
3/   Including Taiwan province.

        (............ thousand tonnes ..............)         (........... million tonnes .............)

        (............ thousand tonnes ..............)        (........... thousand tonnes ..............)

        (............ thousand tonnes ..............)        (........... thousand tonnes ..............)


