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ey comsission for <he Near Bosy

A% requested at the Bleventh Session of the Committes, the Director-Gensral hed
sonsuited the 22 couniries serviced by the Near Bast Regional Offices on the propozal
to croote o fishery commission for the Near Ezet, Ounly eight repliss had been receivad,
It has now besen suggested that the propossd commission should be r»spon&mbl@ For tho
Guife area in view of the need for a permanent mechanism to follow the UNDP/FAOQ fishery
preject in that area. The matter will be reported to the Pourteenth Near Bast Regicnal
Confersnce and considered by the Steering Group of the project in late September 1976,
The relevant recommendations will be reporied to the Council.

(Para, 57)

Jouthern boundary of the Pishery Commitiee for the Eastern Central Atlanti-s (cpeam)

The Conmitiee invited the Director—-Gensral 4o address a formal communication %o
fngole and Namihisg eggﬁfghg the possible extension southwards of the southern houwwlar
of USCAP so as $o includs ihe waters off these two counitvies and, in ths light of the

raplies, to suggest #prcpria%e action to the Council

(Parao 58)

Status o the Buropsan Boonomic Community (EBC) within certain FAO rexzional Iighexy

The vepresentative of the EEC raised the problem of the status of the Community
within seveysl FAO regional Ffishery bodies. As its Membsr States have delegatsd o
it their compstense in some fishery metiers, this would imply that the EEC shonld
parbicipete fully in the work of the bodies comcerned. IV was agreed that the
problen would be brought to the attention of the Councile

(Para. 29)

Be HATTERZ FOR THFORMATION

Development of fisheries in economic zones

The Committee agreed ¥that high priority should s given to the formulation of a
comprahensive programme to zesist developing coastal Staieq in managing and devaloping
Tisheries in their economic gzones. It requested one of its Sub-Commitiees to belp with
the draving up of this programme, as well as to make recommendations regarding its
implamentation and financing, Special reference was made %o the need for financial

From UNIP,
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(Parase 6~18, 39-42)

Foture of FAO regional fishery bodies

The Committee considered practical steps by which the decentraliszation of servicing
of vhres bodlies conld be achieved, while emsuring that the technical compsience of
Headquariers would s%ill be avazlablem It recoInized that funding was 2 problem and
that implementation would have 4o be gradual and should tske place through careful
choine of priorities.

(Paras. 19-32)




Fubure of Yhe CJommities on Mlsheries

2,

An overwhelming majority of Members exprsssed the view that ‘the Committee should
remein a8 o shandipg commitbes of the Council woder Article V of the Conetitution.
The Commities recsognized that its present bterms of reference are gufficiently broad
znd Fhat 1% could be mors effective If it were %o concentrate on a few major taskse

(Paras. 33-42)

Living resgurces of the Southern Qcean

The Commithes eupressed genoral support for proposed FAO activities with regard
t0 these resouvees, provided thai its work should continue %o be carried out in
consultation with the Pavities o the Anbarciic Treaty and with the coastal States in
the area. This will include partieipation in the formulation of & conservation regime
for the Awviterciic marime liviug resources.

(Paras. 43-52)

Review of programme of work and budget
&5 1%

The Commivies noted thaet in $the past it bad usvally reviewsd the FAO programme
of work and budget Tor fisheries in the non-Conference years. It felt thai, in the
feture, 1t showld zetuin bo ite previous practice and have an opporiunity to situdy
the Organization's programme of work in detail, looking at the proposed programme in
one year and the implementation of programmes in the alternate years.

(Para. 60)
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QPENING OF THE SESSION

1e The Gommittee on Figheries held its Twelfth Session in Rome from 12 to 16 June 1478,
The session was attended by 90 members of the Jommittee, by observers from six other FAO
Hember Nations and the U.S.8.R., by the Permanent Observer for the Holy See, by representa
tives of the United Nations; the United Nations Development Programme, the Intergovernmental
Oceanographic Commission, the World Bank, the World Meteorological Organization, and the
furopean Economic Community, and by observers from nine other international organizations
oad intergovernmental organizations. The list of delegates and observers is given in
Eopendix B to this report.

2,  Dr. M. Ruive (Portugal), who had been elected Chairmen of the Committee at the Eleventh
Sesgion, was in the chair. The members of the Committee were welcomed by the Deputy Direcior-
General, Dr. Ralph W, Phillips, in an address, the text of which is reproduced in Appendinx D
to this report,

ADOPTION OF THE AGENDA AND ARRANGEMENTS FCR THE SESSION

3 The Committee adopted the agenda shown in Appendix A noting that under item 7, “Any other
natters™, requests had been received by the Secretariat for discussion of FAQ's Programme

of Work and Budget in Fisheries in the 1980/81 biennium and also of activities of other
international organizations in the United Natione system as they related to fisheries.

4. According to Rule I of its Rules of Procedure, the Committee was required to elect a
Chairmen, 2 First Vice-Chairmsn and four other Vice-~Chairmen at its Twelfth Session. 4
Nominations Committee was appointed consisting of the representatives of India, Kenys, Korss
(Republic of), Morocco, Panams, Poland, Spaln, United Kingdom and Uruguay. The Nominztions
Committee elected as its Chairmam Mr. M. Azzou (Morocco).

5. A Drafting Committee wes appointed consisting of representatives of Argentina, Brazil,
Canada, Chile, France; Indonesia, Trag, Japan, Nigeria, Oman, Poland, Senegal and the United
States of America. The Drafting Committee elected as its Chairman Mr. F. Zegers (Chile).

PROCRAMME FOR THE DEVELOPMENT OF FISHERTES IH ECONOMIC ZONES

6. At ite Eleventh Session, the Committee discussed at length the consequences for fish-
sries of extensions of zones of mnational jurisdiction recogniszed as a development of Ffar-
reaching effect, and requested that the Secretariat prepare a comprehensive programme to
assist developing coasital states in managing and developing fishery resources in such zones.

7= Subseguently, the subject was discugsed by the FAQ Conference at its Ninebteenth Session
(November 1977). "The Conference endorsed fully the request made by the Committee on Fish-
eries at its Eleventh Session in April 1977 {that the Secretariat prepare a comprehensive
programme to assist developing coastal states in managing and developing fishery resources
in their ecomomic zones. 1% recommended that this should be a medium-term programme, drawn
up with the full participation of the countries concerned, with clearly defined objectives,
priorities, target dates and balanced propesals for resources allocation aiming at providing
training, updating and transfer of technology in 2ll sectors of fisheries. It was felt that
such a programme could be instrumental in promoting invesiment and mobilizing financial and
other comtributions from donor coumtries and bilateral and multilateral agencies. It re-
called that assistance may be granted only upon reguest, in the form indicated by the coasgtal
countries concerned,and besring in mind the sovereign rights of said coastal states over the
their natural resources and that assistance should be granted when it is foreseen that it
will have beneficial repercussions on the population of the couniry concernsd® i/.

8. In response to the Committse's request and the recommendations of ithe FAO Conference,
the Secretariat submitted to the Committee & document (COFI/78/4) which gave consideration
to series of facitors fto be tzkem imto account in preparing & programme of assigtance for
the development and management of fisheries in extended mones of national jurisdiction.

1/ Paragraph 65 of the report, C 77/REP



The basic documeut was supplemented by information documents dealing with the state of fish-
ery resources, joint ventures, bilateral fishery agreements, related national legislation,
external assistance o fisheries and FAO fishery field projects _2_‘/m The Committee agreed
that in view of its interest document COFI/78/Inf.8 on bilateral fishery agreements should
be supplemented; updated,; corrected and distributed.

9 The Secretariat drew atitention to the complex effects of extensions of national juris—
diction, including the possible impact on world fish catches during the transitional period
whilet coastal countries adjusted o their new rights and responsibilities. It reviewed
gome of the practical aspects of country programmes to deal with such effects, discussed
the assistance already given by FAO to developing countries upon their request with regard
to these problems and counsidered possible elemenis for a programme of direct assistance by
FAO to countries by means of appropriate migsions in assessing resource potentials, working
out policy options and a plan of action and for follow-up action %o assist governments to
gain access to development funds and otherwise to assist them in the execution of their pro-
grammes.o

10. In a lengthy debate the Committee examined the documentation submitted by the Secretar—
iat and considered that it provided & useful general framework for the elaboration of the
programme of assistance by the Organization for the development of fisheries of extended
economic zones of developing coastal states. MNany delegations, however, expressed the view
that in order to be more responsive to the relevant recommendation of the FAO Conference at
its Nineteenth Session, the programme of assistance needed to be formulated in a more pre-
cige and comprehensive form with more clearly defined objectives and priorities while keep-
ing the necessary element of flexibility to respond to specific situations.

11. There was a widespread consensusg that the implications of extensions of national juris-
diction give a new dimension to the countries' work in fishery development and therefore
high nriority should be accorded to the Organization's efforts to assist developing coastal
countries to make full use of opportunities for fishery development and o fulfil their

new responsibilities with respect to the management of fisheries and conservation of re-
sources. To this end the programme should clearly be designed %o increase national capabil-.
ities and to foster cooperation between states sharing common resources and common problems.

12s The Committee emphasized that each coastal country itself must decide how it wished to
take advantage of the opportunities offered under the new regime and how to discharge the
corresponding responsibilities. Counsequently, the activities under the programme should be
carried out in strict accordance with the wishes of the countries concerned. These would
vary from case to case, In plamning the programme the wishes of the countries concerned
had to be ascertained at an early stage. Where the countries concerned so wished, the activ-
ities could be cooperatively conducted in a regional or sub-regional framework and conse-
quently regional bodies and their members would have an imporitant role in the formulation
and implementation of the programme. The programme should be responsive to this diversity,
be flexible and capable of adaptation to the specific needs of particular countries. The
need for quick response by FAO to requests for assistance was emphasigzed.

13. It was especially important %o have an objective basis derived from adeguate research,
data and analysis for the decisions to be made and development programmesy whether for indi-
vidual countries or groupings, should be of an integral nature inciuding research, conser-
vation; wtilization,; marketing and consumpition aspects as well as infrastructure and envi-
ronmental aspects.

14e The Committee also recognized the great importance of stimulating cooperation among
countries with developing fisheries, particularly through mutual assigtance in introducing
or asdapting appropriate technologies. Bilateral aid arrangements, including Joint ventures
and inter-industry cooperation, could also meke an important comtribution to the overall
guccess of the programme.

2/ COFL/T8/Inf.3, Inf.8, Inf.9, Inf.12 and Inf.13 respectively
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15. A muamber of delegations referred to the special difficulties being faced by some states
in their efforts to develop or maintain their fisheries under the new regime and requested
that such states; whether they had extended their zones of national juriediction or not,
should be able to participate in and bemefit from the proposed progremme of assistance.

16, One delegation pointed to the need for thoroughness in the formulation of development
plane so that compatibility between shorit-term development e¢ffort and long~term ohjectives
is assured.

17. The Committee emphasized that while the activities with which the programme wag con-
cerned were not in themselves new, they had become urgent and the scale on which they would
have to be carried ont would require special efforis not only techunically but also finan~
cially. The technical aspect should be dealt with in close cooperation between the FAC
Secretariat and the Member Governments in the appropriate fechnical bodies, including par-
ticularly the Committee itself. The need for special financial effort in addition to
support from the FAO regular budget must be brought clearly to the attention of the funding
agencies and the Committee decided as an immediate step in this direction to request the
assistance of the United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) in the financing of the LTO~
gramme &nd to communicate urgently in this sense with the current session of the Governing
Council of UNDP. Following a statement made by the representative of UNDP, it was agreed
that members of the Committee who were also members of the Governing Council should encourasge
their representatives there to support the appeal for additional inter-~regional financial
assigtance for the proposed programme without prejudice to the financing of other fighery
development activities already under way or planmed. In this respect reference was made to
the possible establishment of a fishery development fund.

18, In this comnection, the Committee considered the possibility of emtrusting a sub-
committee or working group with the development of the proposed programme and identification
of the measures and means required for its implementation. The sub-committee would also
review the progress of the programme in intersessional periods. It was agreed that this
matter would be taken up under item 5 of the agenda. Several delegations expressed the
view that the practical, organizational aspects of the proposed programme needed fuller
congideration and that particular atitention must be given to the need for adequate expertisze
within the Fisheries Depariment in socio-economic and technical analysis, including interna-
tional trade; the capacity of and resources available to the Department to undertake the
additional responsibilities involved in the proposed programme should be fully reviewed by
the Committee when it considers at its next session the proposed programme of work and
budget for the Department.

FUTURE OF FAO REGIONAL FISHERY BODIES

19. Introducing this item of the agenda, the Secretariat drew the atiention of delegates
to documents COFI/78/5 and COFI/78/5, Sup.1, and also to COFL/78/Inf.6. It was pointed
out that at its Eleventh Session, COFI had regquested that three specific aspects relating
to the future of FAC regional fishery bodies be taken up for discussion at the Twelfth
Session, namely, decentralization of servicing,; funding and coordination of FAQ regional
fishery bodies with other bodies concerned with ocean affairs in their regions, Reference
was also made t0 the steps being taken by most FAC regional fishery bodies to adjust them~
selves to the changes taking place in the ocean regime and in international relations. The
measures of adjustment that were envisaged would have to be gradual and progressive and
should avoid causing disruption or undue interference in the activities of these bodies.

2. The Committee expressed its appreciation of the documentation on this item. It noted
thaet FAO's policy on decentralization had been clearly expressed by the Conference, for the
enhancement of national and regional self-reliance,; and that what was now needed was not a
discussion on the concept but an examination of the practical steps by which such a policy
could be implemented.

21. Without prejudging the resulis of the United Nations Conference on the Law of the Sea,
i1 was recognized that the changes in the ocean regime might involve new arrangements in
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international relations in ocean affairs. In this counection the Committee noted the paper
submitted by one delegation on %he concept of "region" in marine affairs (COFLI/78/Inf.10).

22, The Committee gemerally supported the prianciple of decentralization, but several dele-
gations advised caution in the manner of its implementation. It was suggested that it should
be a gradual process, enabling member couniries %o prepare themselves for the more active
roles that they would have to play in the regional fishery bodies. It was necessary to
exanine all empects of the question. .

23, There was general agreement that the secretariats of these bodies should be located in
the regions because of the many advantages to be derived from this. They would be in areas
of action closer %o the problems that needed atiention,; cooperative endeavours would be
facilitated and member countries would have a greater opportunity of participating more
actively in the affairs of these bodies. While care would have to be exercised to maximize
technical inputs; the aim sghould be to staff these bodies increasingly with nationsls from
member countries., 'The location of the mecretariats was 2 matter that would have to be
decided in consultation with the countries concermed.

24. In some technical areas and supporting services the competence of Headquazrters needed
to be strengthened. Headguarters would continuc to have an emsential role to play in pro-
viding services, a pool of specialized expertise and a channel for securing technical asgis~
tance; the role of the Committee itself in coordinating the activities of the bodies and
apsisting and harmonizing the necessary changes in them would be enhanced.

25« A major problem however was funding. It was pointed out that the funds available to

FAO were Limited and certainly would not be adequate for the expanded and more achive roles
envigaged for these bodies; decentralization could therefore only be done through careful
choice of priorities. The main trend of the discussion was that the administrative and
secretariat costs of thesme hodies were legitimate charges on the budget of the regular pro-
gramme of FAQ, A few delegations, however, were hesitant and expressed the view that the
option of supplementary funding by members should be kept open and further explored by states
and by the bodies themselves on the basis of consideration of specific requirements in each
case, Activities of an operational nature, including training, would in any case regquire
additional funds and supplementary assistance from other sources in the form of grants from
bi- and multilateral agencies,; co-financing by Member States, assistance through secondment
of national staff to the regional secretariate, assiguments of national staff within their
own countries, etc. MNention was made of the arrangements made by other FAO bedies in similer
circumstences. Economies might be effected in certain cases by locating the secretariats cf
regional bodies covering adjacent areas in the same place, thereby easing the financial
burden on FAO and members.

26, The close links between the regional fishery bodies and the FAO/UNDP inter—=regional and
regional projects were noted [fhsluding the International Indian Ocean Fishery Survey and
Development Programme (IOP), the South China Sea Fisheries Development and Coordinating Pro~
gramme (SCSP), the Development of Fisheries in the Eastern Central Atlantic (CECAF) and the
Development of Fisheries in the Western Central Atlantic (NECAE17 and several delegates
expregsed their appreciation of the services rendered by these projects at national and
regional level. The support rendered by bilateral agencies wag also acknowledged and the
Committoe expressed the hope that assistance from these two sources would continue and be
further expanded %o cope with demends.

2{s The Committee siressed the appropriateness of coordinating the activities of all bodies
concerned with marine affairs al regiomal level, both %o avoid duplication and to increase
efficiency. While formal arrangements existed with some bodies there was a need to improve
relationg with others. In this commection, particular reference was made to the activities

of FAO and the Intergovernmental Oceanographic Commigsion (I0C) regional associations; as

well as fo the United Nations Enviromment Programme (UNEP) regional merine activities. One
way of faciliteting coordination would be to locate the regional gtaff of these three regional
organizations in one place; bul other measures, such as regular consultation, were also nec-
essary. It was noted that the IOC Secretariab was coordinating, on behalf of the Intersecre-
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taciat Committes on Sciemtific Progremmes relating to Oveamography (ICSERO), a study of co-
ordination, within the United Hatione sysiem, of hodies involved in ocean affairs; this would
meet specific requesis from the Bcomomic and Social Council (ECOS0C} and the I0C Assembly.
The Committee reguested that the resulibts of thiz study be uade availabls B0 it.

28, The overall coordinstion role of the Jommitiee with vrespect to regional Tishery bodies
wags nobed.

29. Finally the Committee nobted the cooperation that auists hetwsen FAC aud non-lA0 regional
fishery bodies. The spokeswan of the Europesn Econowic Community (EEC) raiged the problem,
already mentioned in the report of the Second Sesaion of the Western Ceniral Atlantic Fishery
Commission (WECAFC) held in Panams in May 1978, of the sbatus of the EEC within certaian FAO
regional fishery bodies now that Member States of the Community had delegated their competence
in some fisheries matiers to the Commmity. It was zgreed that this metier would be brought
to the attention of the FAQ Council.

30. The representative of %he Latin American Economic System (SELA) gave information abowt
the establishment of the Action Commitiee on Sealvod and Freshwater Producis by 13 Latin
American cowntries with a visw t¢ establishing mechznisus snd promoting joint action for
gtrengthening food policy as part of regional cooperation., He said that the establighment
of the Action Commititee and the formulation of it programme of activity hed been carried
out with the broad snd =fiective perticipation of the member couniries and also with the
participation of FAO., He provided further detsils sbout the informetion given in document
COFI/78/5, Sup.1 regarding his orgenization.

31. The Secretary-lGeneral of the Permeuent Commission for the South Pacific (CPPS) referved
to the work bveing carried oubt by hig body in the sub-~region of the Bonbtheast Facilfic and ek
pressed the interest of his Commission in collazborating with FAC and the regional bodisg in
the development of fisheries in the ares under the new regime of the ssa.

32. The Commities heard with interest statements by the observers for the Initernational
Commission for the Commervation of Atlantic Tunes (ICUAT) aad the Internationsl Council for
the Exploration of the Sea (ICES) on their activities and cooperation between their bodies
and FA-O!)

FUTURE OF THE COMMITTEE ON FISHERIES

33. The Committee comsidered this item on the basis of documents COFL/78/6 and COFL/78/6,
Sup.1 and of additional informsiion provided orally by the Secretariat.

34, The Commitiee moted ihat in their replies to the guestlonnaire addressed %o Member
Nations by the Director-General, an overvhelming majority of goveramentes had expressed the
view that the Committee should remain as a stending comuittee of the Council under Avticie
V of the FAO Comstitution. While a mumber of $hese governments indicated that the present
status of the Committes iz adequete, others specified that they saw a0 need for chenging
this status at the presemt time, at least not until ths fiual ouwbcome of the Conference on
the Law of the Sea is known. One delegetion reitersted the opinion it had expresged on
previous occasions that the Committee would guin more autonomy sad Flexibility amd sularge
the scope of ite activities if it wore tremsformed into & body established by international
copvention under Article XIV.

35« The Committee agreed thet i% has sufficient ewthority to discherge ite rosponsibilities.
I% felt that rather than discussing at this stage its consiitwtional characierigtics it
should congider what improvements could be made to its siructure aed mothod of work to make
it more elfective and wore respunsive %o the expectations of its member couniries. Several
delegetions stressed in this regard that 2 greater imvoivement of thesze countries im the
activities of the Committes was en esmential prevequisitis. The suggertion was made that
they could;for inslance,propose items for inclusion in the agends or prepave documents for
submisgion to the Commities.
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36, The Committee recogaized that its present tewrms of reference are sufficiently broad snd
thet, as suggested at iis last session, a strengthening of the Commities could {take place by
concentrating on a few mejor tasks. It siressed the imporitance of its functions regerding
the review of the Organization's programmes of work im the field of fisheries and ftheir im-
plementation. Several delegations recalled that in addition %o the formulation of & prograume
of agsistance to developing countries for the development of figheries in economit zones,
they had already proposed a number of other lkey matters including e greater participation in
the formulation of food policies 30 as to ensure that proper weight is given to isheries;
conservation and management technigues under the new regime; informstion and data systems;
trade in fishery products; contribution to the activities of all bodies concerned with the
menegement of living resources of the high sess. Olher delegotions indicated that the Come
mittee should also give attention among others to education amd traiming; the formulation

of policies on small-gcale Fishery developments programmes 1o eradicaie poverty ian fishing
communities; reduction of waste; and, gemerally, socio~sconomic issuss in developing regions.

37. As regards the frequency of ite sessions,; the Commiittee noted with satisfaction that
the Council had fully supported the request made at its lagt session that it should meet
once & year for at least the next few yearsg in view of the importance of the preseant changesz
in the regime of the sea.

38, "The Committee noted that under ite Rules of Procedure the Chairman and Vice-Chairmen
acted os a Steering Comnittee during sesgions. The Committee agreed that in the ilntervals
betwesn sessions the arrangements suggesied at the Eleventh Seszion should continue and that
the Chairman and other officerg should maintein close liaison with the Secretariat on an
informel bagis.

3¢, In the light of the counclusions it had reached in its consideration of item 3 of iils
agenda, the Committee decided to amend the terms of reference of the Sub-Committee it had
gatablished at its First Session so thai these will now read as follows:

The activities of the Sub-Committee shall in particular includs 4he following:

(a) to assist the Committee in developing, with the help of the FAO Secretariat,
a comprehensive programme %o asgist developing ocoastal states in managing
apd developing fisheries in thelr economic zones as recommended by the
Conference at its Nineteenth Session and further defined by the Commitiee
at its present seszion

(b} to make recommendations regarding the implementation and financing of thal
programme and to keep its execution under review

(¢) to report to the Committee aud to waderiake puch other related tasks as the
Commitiee may decide from time to Fime.

40. The Sub-Committee shall hencefortih be knoun as "Bub~Commitiee on Programmes to Assigi
Developing Coastal States in Managing and Developing Fisheries in {heir Hconomic Zones"
(Sub~00mmittee on the Development of Fisheries in BEconomic Zones)« It shall have as

ite immediate task to make recommendaticns on a comprehensive programme vo assist developing
coastal shtates in menaging and developing fisheries in their economic zones; for this pur-
pose, the Sub-Commititee, at a session to be held in the spring of 1979, should (i) review
a detailed veport on ithe needs for assistance of developing countries wishing to enhance
their cepability to manage and develop fisheries in {thelr economic zones in such fields as
fishery research, technological developments, statistics and other data, planning, manage-
ment, legislation, production and marketing as well as cooperation with other countries,
(ii) assess the Tinencial, manpower, training and organizational requirements for meeting
the needs, (iii) make recommendations as to how they could best be met and (iv) formulate
approaches to the UNDP amd other sources of assistance for the immediate financing of the
propoged activities.
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410 Noting that af presswt the Sub-Oonmittee is composed of 2% Member Nations of FAO and
the Ual.B.Re, the Comuities decided thab the Sub-Commitiee would compist of these coumbries
and suy other intevewbed Msmber Nebions. Peragragh 3 of Resolution No. COFI/1/1, umder
which the Commitiee Las besn swlablished, wes amended scoordingly.

42, The Commitves reguested the Secretariet %o prepare the detailed rsport mentioned above
as soon am possible before the syring 1979 mession of the Sub-Committes. The report should
cover the needs of 2 substantial number of developing cownitries in several regions who wish
to participaie ln dhe programme. Preparaiion of the report might as necessary benefit Lfrom
the additional finencial support reguested by the Commities in paregraph 17 of this Teport.

LIVING RESOURCES QO PHE QOUTHERE (CBAN

43. This item and the relevaut document, GOFEX?B/T, were introduced by the Assistant Director.
Geneval (Pisheries), who almso supplemented the information in the document and indicated the
activities it now seemg appropriate to take within the general Tramework outlined. He referred
to the interest im this region not only of FLD but mlso of a nurber of other international
organizations. He referred to moves which hed been initiated by the Antarctic Treaty Conesul-
tative Parties to draw up a Cenvention on the Conservetion of Antarctic Marine Living Re-
sources and expressed the view that moves towerds the effective comservation of the marine
living resources in the Southern Jcezn were timely and should be welcomed.

44. The Assimbant Dirsclior-Ceneral (¥isheriss) referred also to the resulte of the FAO/UNDP
sSouthern Ocean Fisheries Survey Frogremme recsutly completsd and to the fact that the pacs

of ewvents had siready ouidated the reporis from that Project in some respects. The caiches
of krill were not yet lsvge but they have been increasiog Ffast and the technology of catchingy
and processing was evolving rapidly.

45. The Secretariat also provided suppleumentary information regerding progress in the plan-
ning of cooperative soienbtific research om the living resources of the Soubthern Ocean. The
sponsoring orgenizations of the Biclogicel Investigation of Marine Antarchiic Systems aud
Stocks (BIOMASS) programue, “he Scientific Committes on Antarctic Research (SCAR) and the
Scientific Commiittee on Oceanic Research (SCOR), had invited the Advisory Commitlies on Marine
Resources Remearch (&GMHR) t0 bacome @ full co-sponsor of the programms. In consequence,
plang for full coopevation were being consgidered. The programme would give high priority to
research activities of imterest to FAO.

46. The Committes Yook note of & miatement by the delegate of Australia, spesking on behalfl
of the Consuliative Parbies to the Anteretic Treaty, who reviewed the recent history of steps
taken towards the establishment of an offective management regime for the living resources of
the Southern Oceen., He emphasized thwt the instrument mow being drafted by the Consultative
Parties was not & fishery agreement in the usval sense but rather a broad convention For
conservation, in accordsice with wadertakings by siates, under the Treaty, for the conserva-
tion of the Anderctic environment 2ud ecosywtems. In addition, certain imterim measures had
been adopted by pertios. The delegete of Australia informed the Committee that he had con—
veyed Yo the Director-Gemerel sn invitation for FAQ staff %o be available for consuliation
on the cccazion of the meeting of Treaty Parties to be held in Buenos Aires in July 1978,

At this meeting L% woz expected that the Dreft of a Convention on the Comservation of Ante
arciic Marine Living Resources would s completed, with the intent +hat the Convention would
be formally adopied and opsned for signeivre at a cvomference to be convened at the end of 1978,

47 Jm the following intervention, delegates oxpressed their appreciation of the decumentation
made awveilable, of the further information provided by the Assistant Director-General and his
staff, and of the accomat given of actioas taken by Parbties %o the Autarctic Treaiy. Several
of them referred vo the cavtion required in imjensifying hervesting of a2 resource which was
large but about which 1itile wag yoit Lnow:. There wes general agreement thait FAO has an
important wole to play ir facilitetving the exchavge and evalustion of mtatistiocs and data
emerging from sotivities in the Scuthern Ooean. In bals commection reference was made to

the inclusicn in cerbdain regional fighery sgresments, such ss for ICCAT, of specific provie
sions for cooperatlion ané special velatiounship with FAOy the hope was empressged that such
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precedents be taken into sccoumt in Yivelizing the new Convention now being drafted. The
invitation for FAD presence-at the Buenos Alres mesting wes welcomed. The action eanvisaged
or taken bo associaie ACMRR with the arremgements for promoting, ccordinating and evaluating
the relevant, and urgent, scientific rescarch was endorsed.

48, Reference wos made to the fact that the Scubhern Ocean is a difficuli area iz which to
counduct resgearch and thal there were as yebt few institutions and scientists invelved; hence
there is & great need for avoidance of duplication and for effective planningy this was true
also for theoretical and laboraitory work such as the design of mathemztical models of the
Southern Ocean ecosystems or elements of Them.

49, During the discussion a number of delegales and an observer active in the region provided
information aboul recent research by their countries; pilot-scale fishing, end commercial ope-
rations, and about their plams for %the 1978-79 season. ALl expressed their willingness to
meke their scientific findinge and other informaztion available to FAC and to interested coun-
tries. The urgent need for the coumiries concerned 1o provide FAC with statistics was
stressed.

50. ‘There was general support for PAO engagement in the types of activities suggested in
document COFI/?B/?, parvagraph 17. It was reaffirmed that in all its work with respect fo
Southern Coean resources FAO should coutinue Ho consult parties to the Antarctic Treaty,
with coastal stetes in the region and with other interested mtates.

5ie While fully supporting efforts for the conservation of the Antarciic marine living
resources, one delegation wished Vo record its view that any initiative of a multilateral
charavber in this field must be non-discriminstory. Obher delegationg emphasized that the
living resources of the Scouthern Ocean congtiiuted an important potential source of human
food, although exploitation of lkrill had noit yet proved Ho be sconomic because of the dis-
tances involved, operational difficullies and a unot yel developed merket for producis.

52, Finally, the observer from the International Union for the Conservation of Nature and
Natural Resources (IUCH), referring to the relevant studies recently undertaken by that
organization, which derived directly from an FAQ activity (the E%D/UNEP project and the ACMRR
work on marine mammals), offered collaboration with FAO and undertook to make available the
results of these activities az soon as they were completed. MNeamwhile the TUCN would be
offering a brief for consideration by participants at the Buenos Alres meeting.

ANY OFHER MATTERS

Activities of other internabionsal grganizetions of the
United Nations system as they relate to fisheries

53, The representabive of WMO referved to document COFL/78/Iaf.16 on Marine Environmental
Services for Pisheries smubmitied by WMO and stated that his Organization bhad now taken action
on the proposals which the Commitiee hed mades at its lzst sessicn concerning meteorology as
it related o fisheries, He algo drew atitenticn to the curreat work programme of WMC in
those areas where it was particulerly beneficiel to fishing vessels and fisheries in general.
The Commitiee expressed ils appreciation of tuis work and the speed with which WMO had taken
action. It noted that the last parsgraph of tha document before it conbtained suggestions

for action by the Commitiee on Fisherieg, The Commithee endorsed them generally, stating
that those which were complex techmical matters shouvld be dealt with by FAC expert bodies

to which they should he transmitted by the Committee on Fisheries.

4. The Special Representaitive of the Secretary-General of the United Nations to the UN
Conference on the Loaw of the Ses referred to the new structures which were emerging from
UHCLOS and sbated that the imporitence fo the coagtal developing counbtries of the new
economic sones would depend on the ability of those counitries ‘¢ manage the resources in
their zoues and ensure thelr opbimum uiilization. Ons of the basic tasks of the Commitiee
on Fisheries waes o assist such countries in finding the meaus %o acquire $hat competence.
The fall text of this stabement is in Appendix B,
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Specific activities of FAC reziomal fishery bodies

55. During the discussion under agends item 4 on the future of FAQ regional fishery bodies,
the Commitvtee had agreed that any matters relating to specific bodies and any proposals con—
cerning them should be brought wp under Other Maltiers.

560 The Gommitiee was advised of the action taken as a result of its own request to the
Direotor-General at the Eleventh Session in April 1977, to consult the coumtries merved by
the PAD Regional Office for the WNesr Eagt and to solicit their views on the establishment
of a proposed Fighery commission for the Near East.

57+ The Secretariat reported that as a result of the Commititee's request the Director—
General had during the summer of 1977 addressed & circular letter to the 22 countries
gerviced by the Near East Regiomal Office. By the end of 1977 only six countries had
replied and accordingly in early 1978 a2 reminder had been sent,; to which two further replies
had been received. 4part from thie the Coordinating Committee for the Gulf Project had in
garly 1978 discussed dhe need for a mechanism of a more permanent kind then the Project to
ensure thalt the work started by the Froject should continue afier the Project itself had
come to an end. A sugegestion had been made that the permanent mechanism could somehow be
combined with %the proposed new Commission and congideration would be given to this proposal
at the next mesting of the Steering Committee in September 1978. The views were expressed
that a Near East Fishery Commission should be set up without delay and it was requested
that a report on the steps o far taken should be submitted by the Secretariat to the forth-
coming Near BEast Regional Conference to be held later in 1978. It wes pointed out further
that pollution wes causing the death of large gquantities of fish in some coastal developing
couvntries and regions where shipy discharge oil residues and chemicals which are haymful to
human and marine resources, and guick action wes called for to remedy this situation by the
appropriate organizations.

58. The Committee notved thet dhe Council had not yet acted on its recommendation that the
Statutes of the Fishery Committee for the Eastern Central Atlantic (CECAF) should be amended
in order to extend its southerm boundary southwards but had reguested full consultation with
the member countries concerned., It invited the Director-General to address a formal commue
nication to these countries and, in the light of the replies, ‘o make a further submission
to the Council.

9. It was agreed that in futurs the information in documents dealing with the activities
of regional fishery bodies in inter-gessional periods should include all the elements which
the Committee had requested at its Eleventh Session /o :

Programme of work amd budget

60. The Commitbes noted that in the past it had usually reviewed the FAO programme of work
and budget for Fisheries in the non-Conference years., It had itself decided at its Eleventh
Session to have a shorier agenda at this session, At its Nineteenth Session in November
1977 the FAD Conference had approved a new siralegy for the Depariment's future work. The
work of ‘the Depariment on the basis of the strategy would be reviewed departmentally in
September thig year. The FAO Programme Committes would be also reviewing the current work
of the Fisheries Department in Ootober 1978. It was egreed that the departmental review,
when prepared, should be submitted to the Prcgramme Committee. The result of these revieus,
with indication of proposed programme trends and any new achivities for the next biennium,
should be zent rovrd to member countries and comments should be invited so as %o be taken
into account in preparation of the programme of work and budget for 1980/819 The Committee
felt that, in the future, it should reburn to its previous practice and have an opportunity
to study the Deperiment's programme of work in detail, locking at {the proposed programme in
one year and the implementation of programmes in the alternate year.

é/ Paragraph 63 of the report of the Eleventh Session of the Committee on Fisheries
(FID/R196)
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Statements by new members

61o The representatives of Angola, Mozambique and Namibia,who wers participating for the
first time &t a sesaion, mede statements about collaboration between their countries and
FAC amd alsc with the Comwmittes on Fisheries.

DAYE AND PLACE OF THE NEXT SESSION

62, It was agreed that the Committee should meet in 1979 =% a date %o be fixed by the
Director-General in consuliation with the Chairman. A suggestion was made that if the
meeting of the Sub-Commitiee on the Developwent of Fisheries in Economic Zones, proposed
during the discussions under item 5 of the agenda, could be held inm the =pring of 1979,
then the Commiittee itmelf could meet in the autumn in Rome. The Committee agreed not to
recomuend a detailed agenda for ite next sesmsion at the present shage.

ELECTION OF OFFICERS

63. On the recommendation of the Nominations Committee, Dr. M. Ruivo (Portugal) was unanis-
mously re-clected Chairmen of the Committee;bearing in mind the effective and impartial
marner in which he had conducted his task and the nesd for contimwity in a difficult tran-
sitional phase of ocean affairs; Mr. N. Odero (Kenya) was elected First Vice~Chairman and
representatives from Australia, Cuba, Korea (Republic of) and Poland as other Vice~Chairmen,
64. It was pointed oub that re-clection of the Chairman should not be taken as a precedent.

ADOFTLON OF THE REPORT

65. This repori was adopted on 16 June 1978,
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LIST OF DELBCGATES AND OBSERVERS

MES[EERS OF THE COMMITTED

Algenie

PARSE, M.

Chel

Projet de développement des lacs
Office algérien des plches

Quai d'Aiguss Nortes

Alger Port

TAHIAOUT, M,

Vochour 33me oyole en ocemographie
Maitre asgigtant & 1'Université diAlger
Congseiller scientifigque

Office algﬁri@n dos pBches

Quai d'Algues Nortes

Alger Port

dugola

ALVES E:RIMO? H oLe

Divecieur natiouel de la recherche
ot de 1L'industrie de )& plcherie

Luande

MONTETHO JARDLH, Mmeo‘! He de F.Do
Directeur

Centre de recherche de la pBcherie
Minigtere des pBches

Luands,

Argenting

KELLER SARMIENTO, Excmo. Sr. Dr. Caxlos O,

Winigtro Plenipotenciario y Reprssentante
Perpanente de Argentine ante le RO

Hwbe jada de la Replblica Argentina

Pissge dell'Baguiline 2

00185 Roma

CARTBALDE, Tre Jo

hacrer.rzo rGOM5MLGU ¥y Comercial
Embajeda de la Replblica Argentins
Piamge dell'Bsgquiline 2

00185 Hous

Auagtralia

FURNELL--WEBB, E.A,

First Assigtant Secretary
Figheriee Division
Department of Agriculture
Canberra A,C.T. 2604

BRENNAN, His Bxcellency Keith
Ambasgador of Australia
mbasay of Australia

Berne,; Switzerland

SAULT, J.L,

Goungellor (Agriculture)
Embassy of Australis
Via Alessandria 215
00198 Rome

Bengiadesh

KHALEQUE, A,

Secretary :

Ministry of Figheries and Lmvestock
Dacea

CEHOUATRIURY; S.

First Seorstary

Enbassy of the People’s Republic of Baagladesgh
Via Antonio Bertoloni 14

00197 Rome

Belgium

BAEYENS; Son Excellence M. Hugo

Apbegsadeur extraordinaire et plénipotentiare
aupréds de la FAO

Reprépentation permanente de la Belgique
suprée de le FAO

Via dei Monti Parioli 12

00197 Rome

Benin
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Bolivia HART, R,

Senior Adviser, International Development
VARGAS JORDAN, Ir. M, International Fisheries and Marine Directoraie
Minigtro Cougejero Department of Fisheries and Enviroument
Embajada de la Repiblica de Bolivia Ottawa, Ontario K14 OH3
Vie Archimede 143
00197 Roma HINDS, L.

Fisherises and Merine Technical Advigpor
CGanadian Internation.al Development Agency

Brasil Ottawa, Ontario

ROSA, He Jre NEEDLER, Dr. A.W.H.,

Senior Adviser for Intermational Fishery Special Advisor to the Minigter of PFisheries
Affairs P.0. Box 481

Superintendency for Fisheries Development St. Andrews, New Brunawick
(SULEPE) ,

Avenide W-3 Norte POFPER, F.E,

Quadra 506, Bloco € CH 6911 Conano,

70000 Brasilia, D.F. Switzerland

UBIRAJARA C.S, TIMM, J. CURRIE, Jo

Superintendente Counsellor

Superintendencia do Desenvolvimento da Pesca Alternate Representative of Canada to FAO
(SULEPE) Canadian Embassy

Avenida W3 Norte Via Ge.B, de' Rossi 27

Quadra 506, Bloco C 00161 Rome

70000 Brasilia, D.F.
ALLSOPP, Dr. WeHelo

BRITO; B. de A. Associate Director
Counsellor International Davelopment Research Centre
Embagsy of the Federative Republic of Brazil University of British Columbia
Piazza Navona 14 Yancouver, British Columbia
00186 Rome
Cape Verde
Bulgari
DJILIANOV, His Excellency Dr. Lyuben
Minister Plenipotentiary Central African Empire

Permanent Representative of Bulgaria to FAQ
Embassy of the People's Republic of Bulgaria CHOISY, N.

Via P.P, Rubens 19-21 Deuxidme secrétaire

00197 Rone Ambagsade impériale centrafricaine
Via G. Pisenelli 4

Cameroon 00196 Rome

BAO, Go-L. . MENGUI, A.D,

Chargé d'affaires

t 1'Empi
Ambagsade de la Républigque Unie du Camerouvn Représentant permanent de 1'knpire

centrafrisain auprés de la FAO

Cgf{gg gii:torio Emanuele 262 Ambassade impériale centrafricaine
0 ome Via G, Pisanelli 4
00196 Rome

Canada
WALTCN, Dr. 4. Ghile
Director .

. . BACIGALUPO, Excmo. Sr. D. Elis
International Marine Policy P .
Depariment of Fisgheries and Environment Embajador de Chile aate ls FAQ

Ottawa, Onbario K1A OH3 Rez:::e:;:a;zgn Permanente de Chile

Via di Santa Prisca 15
00153 Roua
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Embaiador Alterno de Chile ante las
Naciones Unidas

New York, N.¥. 10017

U84,

ATRIA, M,

Primer Secretario

Representacibn Permanente de Chile
ante la FAO

Via di Santa Prigsca 15

Q0153 Roma

CONLEY, C.

Subdirector

Divisién Proieccidn Pesquera
Servicio Agricola’'y Ganadero
Yinisterio de Agricultura
Santiago

Golombia

LALAMEA, A,

Representante Permanente de Colombia
ante la FaQ

Enbe jade de la Reptiblica de Colombia

Via G, Pisanelli 4

00196 Roma

Congo

GANO-KUBA, G.

Représentant permanent du Congo
avprég de la I'AO

Ambassade de la République populaire
du Gongo

Via Savoia 80/4

00198 Rome

Cuba

THREZ FERNANIEZ, R

Director

GCentro de Investigaciones Pesqueras
Ministerio de la Indugtria Pesquera
Insenada de Pote y Atares

12 Habana

RIGESGO FERNANTEZ, A.

Funcionayio

tirecoifin de Relaciones Internacionales
¥inisterio de la Industria Pesquera
Tnsenada de Pote y Atares

= Habansa
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GONZALEZ TELLES, R

Funcionario

Ministerio de Relaciones Exteriores
La Habana

SANCHEZ, J.

Muncionario

Ministerio de Relacioneg Exteriores
La Habansa

PYREZ HERNANDEZ, D.

Representacifn Permanente de Cuba ante
la FAC

Via Licinia 13A

00153 Roma

Cmms

(zechoglovakia

Denmaric

PEIERSEN, 5.

Head of Section B
Ministry of Figheries
16 Borgergade
Copenhagen

HEcuador

BUSTAMANTE, Excmo. Sr. Ir. Teodoro
Bmba jador de la Repfiblica del Ecuador
BEmbajade de la Repfiblica del Ecuador
Vie Guido d'Arezzo 14

00198 Roma

El Salvador

GARCIA, J-HDs

Representante Alterno de Bl Salvador
znte la FAO

BEmbajada de la Repfiblica de Ei Salvador

Piazzale delle Belle Arti 1

00196 Roma



Pinland

NISKANEN, F.

Ingpector of Figheries

Ministry of Agricultiure and Foresiry
Hallituskatu 3A

SF-00170 Helsinki 17

SJOBLOM,; Prof. V.

Finnish Game and Fisheries Research
Ingtitute

P.0, Box 193

SE-00131 Heleinki 13

France

LABROUSSE,; B.

Sous--Directeur des p8ches maritimes
Direction des p8ches maritimes
Secrétariat général de la marine marchandse
3y place de Fontenoy

75007 Paris

LETACQHNOUX, R

Directeur adjoint

Institut scientifique et technique
des p8ches maritimes

BeP. 1049

44037 Nanteg Cedex

BALOUS, Mme .Suzamne

Conseiller des affaires &trangdres

Reprézentant permanent adjoint de la
France auprés de 11044

Représentation permenente de la France
auprds de 1'0AA

Piazza Farnese 105

00186 TRome

Zabon

Gambia

Germany (Federal Republic of)

MOCKLINGHOFF, G

Ministerialdirigent

Federal Ministry of Food, Agriculture
and Foregtry

5300 Bonn 1

SAH;RHAGE, Profo m'o De

Director

Federal Research Centre for Fisheries

Palmaille 9

2000 Hamburg 50
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Ghena

DANSO; Miss 8.

Alternate Permanent Representative of
Ghana to FAO

Tmbasegy of the Republic of Ghana

Via Ogtriana 4

00199 Rome

Greece

SALTAS, N.4,

Alternate Permanent Representative of
Greece 30 FAO

Permanent Representation of Creece to
FAOQ

Viale Liegi 33

00198 Rome

Guinea (Republic of)

Hungery

VANDGR, Dr. P.

Permenent Representative of Hungary
to FAO

Via di Monteverde 53

00151 Rome

Iceland

MAR ELISSON

Director of Figheries

Chairman of the National Iceland FAO
Comnittee

Minigiry of Foreign Affairs

Reykjavik

India

GEQR@, Prof,. Pnce

Joint Commissioner (Fisheries)
Department of Agriculture

Minigtry of Agriculture and Irrigation
Krishi Bhavan

New Delbi 110001

MAHDI, S.S.

Counsellor (Agriculture)
Embagsy of the Republic of India
Via XX Settembre 5

00187 Rome



Indonesia

SARDJONO, .

Director--(eneral of Fisheries
Department of Agriculture
Jalan Salemba Raya 16

Jakarita

SUSANTO, V.

Director

Figheries Living Resources
Directorate-=General of Figheries
Deparitment of Agriculture

Jalan Salemba Raya 16

Jakarta

(JONDOWARSITO, A.

Secretary to the Permanent Representative
of Indonesia to FAO

Enbassy of the Republic of Indonesia

Via Piemouts 127

00187 Rome

Iran

drag

AL SHAKIR, His Txcellency Samir AlH.

Ambassador and Permanent Representative
of Irag to FAO

Perinanent Representation of Irag to FAO

Via della Fonte di Fauno 5

00153 Rome

Ireland

RYAN, C.

Secretary »
Depaxrtment of Fisheries
24 Upper Merrion Street
Dublin 2

Iorael

DOUEK,; E.

Permanent Representative of Israel to FAO
Eanbassy of the State of Israel

Via M. Mercati 12

00197 Rome
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Italy

IE LEAV, Dr. L.

Directeur géubral des péches maritimes
Ministdre de la marine marchande
Viale Agia

00144 Rome

MAGGIO AFRILE; G.

Directeur de section

Direction générale des p8ches maritimes
Ministére de la merine marchands

Viale Agia

00144 Rome

Ivory Coast

Jamaica

ROYER , E.d,

Director of Fisheries
Figsheries Division
Ministry of Agriculture
P,0. Box 470

Kingston 6

Japan

TANABE, Ra

Coungellor

Alternate Permanent Representative of
Japan to FAQ

Embagsy of Japan

Vie Quintino Sells 60

00187 Rome

IMAMURA, X

Deputy Director

Research Divigion

Research and Development Department
Fishery Agency

Ministry of Agriculture and Forestry
2-1 Kasumigaseki

Chiyoda~ku, Tokyo

NASU, K.

Chief Scientist

Japan Marine Fishery Resource Research Cenire
Godokaikan Building, 6th floor

44 3-~Chome Kioi-cho

Chiyoda~icu, Tokyo
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Kenya Mauritenia
ODERQ, N, CHERIF, Dr. AN,
Director Directeur des p8ches
Fisheries Department Minigtére dee p8ches
Ministry of Tourism and Wildlife Bo.Ps 137
P.C. Box 58187 Nouadkchott
Nairobi

Mexico

Korea (Republic of)

CIFUENTES, J.L,

J0O, HONG--JANG Director del Programa de Investigaciln
Deputy Director-General Pesquera México/FAO
Office of Pigheries Avenida Alvaro Obregén 269
Dae-Woo Building 19th México T, DFs
Yang-Dong, Jung-lon
Seould
Moroceco
LEB, Dr. CHANG XI
Figheries Attaché AZZ0U, M,
Embassy of the Republic of Korea Directeur
Via Barmaba Oriani 30 Institut scientifigque des p8ches maritimes
00197 Rome Casablanca
KIM, MEAN JHONG JAIDL, Mme ¥,
Senior Ufficer Ambapsade du Roysume du Mapoc
International Cooperation Division Via Scialoia 32
Office of Pigheries 00196 Rome

Dae=tivo Building 19th
Yang-Dong, Jung-iu

Seocul Mozambique

Liberia BASULTO, S.
Director Nacional de Pescas
P.B, 1723

Malawi Maputo

HMATHODHO; Aodo

Principal Figheries Off:.cex
Department of Fisheries
P.0. Box 593

Namibis

VERRET, Son Excellence Alexendre
Ambassgadeur

Lilongwe Reprégentant permanent adjoint d4'Halti
o auprds des Nations Unies
. ongeil de Namibie
Yalaysia Via R, Fauro 59
00197 Rome
Malta
Nepal
MOSKOVITS, Dr, I,
Permanent Representative of Malta to FAO
Embassy of Melta ’
Lungotevere Marzio 12 Netherlands
00186 Rome
FHRELING, A.C,
STAFRACE, C, Fisheries Department
Second Secretary Minigtry of Agriculture and Figheries
Enbagsy of Malia The Hague

Lungotevere Marszio 12
0186 Rome



IE BAKKER, His Excellency Dr. Gerrit

Permanent Representative of the Netherlands

to FAO

Permanent Mission of the Kingdom of the
Netherlands to A0

Via delle Terme Deciane 6

00153 Rome

RITTERSHAUS, L.

Permanent Wission of the Kingdom of the
Netherlands +to FAO

Via delle Terme Dsciane 6

00153 Home

New Zealand

PEARCE, Mizs Aede
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Appendix D

ATDHESS BY DR. RoW. FHILLIPS,
DEPUTY DIRECIOR-GENERAL, FAO

¥ro. Chairman, Mewbers of the Committes, Observers, Ladies and Gentlemen,

T am plessed to have the opportunity of welcoming you, on behalf of the Director-
General, to this Twslfih Session of the Commiitee on Fisheries, Both for the Director-
Generel, and for myself, I wish you a constructive and useful zession.

Tou have encountered some delay in the opening of the session and, for those who do
not slrsady kwnow the full details, I should explain that the President of the Republic
of the Gambia ~ Alhaji Sir Dawda Jawara - has been visiting PAO todsy, in his capaciiy
as President of the Permanent Interstate Committee for Drought Comtrol in the Sahel (CILSS),
The presence of the President aud his pariy has inevitably vesulted in some exceptional use
of facilities, including the holding of a meeting which the Presidernt addressed this morp-
ing in this room; and some special security arrangemenis. Your patience in bearing with
the delay, and with the inconvenience in registration, is much appreciated.

All of you ave well aware that this Committee is meetihg al a time when important and
far reaching changes are taking place in the regime of the oceans. BEven though sgreement
hazs yet to be reached on a new convention at the United Nations Confersnce on ths Law of
the Sea, the jurisdiction of coastal states over the larger paxit of the Lishery resources
off ‘their shores has become sccepted in principle, and extensicns of netional jurisdictions
up vo 200 miles by meny coastal countries, have gregtly modified the prospects offered to
each country.

These developnents have placed large living marine resources under control of many
coastal countries. Bus, simultaneously, they have also placed greater responsibility on
these coamial stetes for the effective menagement of those resources, Under earlier
regimes, management was exercised, if at all, by seversl coastal states acting together
through international agreements, which were somwetimes aimost imposgible Yo achieve and-
were often difficult to implement. The new situation provides a basgis for effective
stewardship and, in most cases, places the responsibility for management squarsly on the
coastal states acting either individually or collesctively. The coastal states have
therefore two major responsibilities: o ensure thet the most effeotive use is made of
the existing stocks, and at the szwe time that the resources are managed in a manner to
snsure sustained yields.

In vevisewing these developments in the regime of the sea and their implicetions for
fisheries, the FAQ Conference - at its Nineteenth Session - endorsed the special attention
FAC had been amd would be giving 40 help developing countries adapt to the new situations
avising {rom changes in the regime of the seas, A&lso, the Gonference urged thai assistance
should be given particularly to countries with extended Jurisdictions, to help in exploit-
ing and managing their new resources.

A&t its last session, this Comittee mads a specific request that the secretariad
prepare a comprehensive programme outlining the assistance FAO might be able to offer
to developing coastal states in msnaging and developing fishery rescurces in their
eccnomlie zones. The document to be comsidered under item 3 of your agenda is before
you, in response to that request., Assisting developing couniries in the full axd
rational use of their fish resources is not a new task for FAO, Indeed one of its
najor concerns is to promote repid and efficient development of food resources, But
becauss of the changes in the ccean rvegime and the comsequent greater responsibility



of coastal states, many of which belong to the developing world, the task of assisting
developing countries to build up their national capacities and capabilities to harvest
and use the resources ab their disposal in the most efficient manner has become more
urgent. Thus, item 3 is 2 major matier for your consideration.

I should now like %o turn to the question of the future of the ¥A0 regional fishery
bodies = item 4 on your agends - which is the other major matier before you for congider-
atione This question is, of course, closely linked with that of the development of
figheries in econowmic zones, By the very nature of the resources, national efforts
cannot be conducted in isolation from regional and sub-regional efforts. Countries
exploiting common stocks need regular consuliation and coordination in matters of
ressarch as well as %o ensure that the sum total of national targets as exemplified in
national plans is compatible with the potential of the resources. Cooperation is also
needed in such fields as training. In several areas coastal countriés have already
started consuliatlions on how suoh coopgration could be achieved and in some, the first
sters Yowards joint endeavour are being taken. The FAD regional [ishery bodies have
provided the fora for these purposes and have tended to act as the coordinating mechanisms.
In this connection, I should note that the FAO Conference — in November 1977 - expressed
satigfaction with the steps being taken Wy regiomal fisheory bodies to play a more active
role in the context of +the new ocsan regime in stimulating interest in Tishery development
activities, in coordination of policies affecting common resocurces and in providing fora
for digcussion of common problems.

M. Director-(eneral is now looking to you for advice on ways in which the contritutions
of {the regional figherxy bodies may be increased. Parenthetically, I should note that we
are presently conducting s review of all FAO regicnal bodiess Those related to fisheries
are a part of this complex. However, thoss which relate 4o marine fisheries differ from
the others in that they relate to sea regions rather than to FAO's traditionally land~based
regions, and because they deal with resources that are often highly mobile. A4s you exauine
the future roles of +these bodies, you will be directing your attention to such questions as:

"To what extent are the member countries of the regpsctive commissions
prepared to utilize these bodies in the management of their fisheries
resources, and as vehicle for regional cooperation in their management?

How should the secretariat and other staff support for such activities

be organizsd to enable FAO to best carry out its key role in world fishery
affairs, and at the same time to be of greatest service to the groups of
member countries concerned?

If thess bodies sre 10 assume enhanced roles, how will the increased
activities be financed?

On this questicn of financing, the document before you indicates that, if there is to
be a full development of sctivities at regional levels, both in the management of resources
on behalf of countries and in the provision of technical services, funds and staff would be
required substantizlly beyond the level presently provided for in the Programme of Work and
Budget or foreseeable in viemnia shead, Thus; much will depend upon the kind of support
the Member Wations of the respective bodies are prepared to provide. As you are aware,
there is provigsion in the instruments establishing most of the FAO fishery bodies for
setting up funds-—in-trust for the carrying out of work supplemental o that provided for
in FAO's Regular Frogramme. This is an avenue that should be carefully and fully exploreds

T should zlso like Yo mention briefly another item on your agenda, item 5, regarding
the future of the Comnitiee om Fisheries, I understand that the views sxpressed in response
to o rscent communication to Hember Governments were substantially in favour of maintaining
the present consbitutionzl status of COFl. Hence, this should not be a contemiious issue
in your discussions. Therefore, under this agenda item, it should be possible for you 1o
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concentrate on the types of issues the Committes should consider, and on ways whereby it
may carry out its work most effectively, in ths interest of member countriese

The fourth substantive item on your agenda, item 6, concerns the living resources of
+the Southern Ocean. JYou will remembar that at its last session the Commititee held extensive
discussions on the main policy issues relabed %o the conservation and the rational exploita-
tion of these resources, and in particular, on the role and possible contribution of FAO
in this regard, "These aspects were also considered in November 1977 by the FAO Conference,
which provided a clear definition of what the mandate of the Organization should be. It is
therefore exposcted that at this sesgion the Committee will only concern itself with the
developments of a technical nature which have taken place since the last session, and with
the activities that PAO proposed to carry outs

The Committse on Fisheries has an jmportant role to pley in FAQ affairs, and I shall
return o this in a moment. But, first, let me mention a few actions the Director-General
has tzken over the last two yeers that affect the Organization as a whole. Some of the
major actions, which the Council and Conference have endorsed, and which have their impact
on ‘the fisheries sector as well as on other sectors of the Programme of Work, have been
designed:

To give greater emphasis to assisting Member Nations in obtaining financial
resources for investment

To establish a Technical Cooperation Programme to permit the rendering of
short~term urgent and emergency assistance to membar countries

To decentralize more of FAO's activities to the country level, including
the gradual appointment of Country Representatives (of which 20 have now
been appointed)

To place greater emphagis on practical, short-term actions directed at
remults at the cowntry level, including more training that will be
roflected down to the rural areas

To meke corresponding reductions in such activities as meetings,
preparation of publications and documents, end number of posts at
Headquarierse

Most of you are mo doubl aware of these actions, btut I felt that the Committee should
be alerted to them, as background for its discussions, particularly of agenda items 3, 4
and 5o

Now, returning to maitters with which you are immediately concerned, I should recall
that fisheries has had an important place in FAQ's work from the time the Organization
was established at the Pirst Session of the FAQ Confersnce, in Quebec, in October 1945,
The Director-Geuneral recognizes the contribution fisheries can mske to meeting the
world's protein requirements, and particularly its potential for increased contributions
to diets in the developing countries. He also recognizes the significence of the changes
that are taking place in the oceam regime, both as they may affect food supplies, and as
they relate to chenges in patterna of intermational rxelations.

Over the now mearly 33 years since FAO was established, fisheries has assumed an
increasingly importan® role in world affairs, aud FAO has emerged as the leading Ovrge-
nization in world Tishery affairs. FAO provides many of the fora through which govern-
ments can work together in dealing with their common problems., These include this
Committee on Fisheries, and the regional fishery bodies, %o which I have already referred.
FAQ has also provided @ greatl deal of assistance fo developing countries through its
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UNDP--financed and Trusi-fund projects, and through other chammels. A4lso, bscause of its
central position in world fishery affairs, FAO is in a position ‘o contribute to the
coordination of activities in this field. It is the desire of the Director-General %o
maintain and strengthen FAO's key central role in fisheries, as one means of susuring
that FAO is in a position to be of maximum assistance to its member countries in further-
ing fisheries development, conservation and utilization. I hope you will bear this point
in mind as you consider the matters before you under items 3, 4 and 5 of your agenda, i.e.
the development of fisheries in the economic zones, ‘the future of the FAO regional fishery
bodies, and the futurs of this Committes.

In conclusion, may I wish you a week of fruitful discussions, and a most pleasant
gtay in Rome.
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Appendix E

ADIRESS BY IR. BERNARDO ZULETA,VUNDER SECRETARY~GENERAL AND SPECIAL
REPRESENTATIVE OF THE SECRETARY-GENERAL TO THE UNITED NATIONS
CONFERENCE ON THE LAW OF THE SEA

I deeply regret not having been able to attend this Twelfth Session of the Committse
on Fisheries from its opening. As many of you know, the Seventh Session of the Law of the
Sea Conference will be resumed in New York in August and we have had to face 2 number of
problems with regard to the practical aspects of the organization of our work.

I hope that, in spite of this difficulty that prevented me from deriving all the
benefits from your exchange of views, you will kindly interpret my presence here as a
reaffirmation of the importance that the Secretariat of the United Nations and in partic-
ular the Secretariat of the Third United Nations Conference on the Law of the Sea attach
to the work of this Committee as it relates to the task of making the new legal rules of
international law regarding the rights and duties of coastal states that have emerged or
are emerging from the Conference a living reality and not simply one more juridical text
for the benefit of legal scholars.

All the participants in this session of the Committee seem to agree on at least one
major point: that in order to make of the Bxclusive Economic Zone an instrument for
development that will allow not only developing Coastal States but memkind as a whole
to fully benefit from the exploitation of the living resources of the sea, Coastal States
and in particular the developing countries among them will have to acquire or increase
the necessary managerial ability and technical competence to identify, preserve and
rationally manage the fish stocks in their Exclusive Economic Zones end in that way
engure their optimum utilization.

This Committee is in the process of meking that evolution possible, and I am confident
that through its efforte, the new legal instruments that have been so paingtakingly
negotiated will become useful tools for the rational management of ocean resources and 1ot
simply one more documentary evidence in the rather long list of frustrations experienced
by the developing worlde






M-40
ISBN 92-5-100656-3





