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Establishment of a closed season for the dolphin fish fisheries using Fishing 

Aggregation Devices (FADs) 
 

 

 

RECALLING that the objectives of the Agreement establishing the General Fisheries Commission for the 

Mediterranean (GFCM) are to promote the development, conservation, rational management and proper 

utilisation of living marine resources; 

 

RECALLING the Declaration of the Ministerial Conference for the Sustainable Development of the 

Fisheries in the Mediterranean held in November 2003 in Venice; 

 

NOTING that the Scientific Advisory Committee (SAC) recommends that fisheries exploiting dolphin fish 

(Coryphaena hippurus) and using fish aggregating devices (FADs), could  operate,  in all geographical 

sub-areas (GSAs),  only between 15 August and 31 December of each year; 

 

NOTING that SAC has considered that this type of measure can significantly contribute to the reduction of 

the catches of small specimen of dolphin fish and contribute to the sustainability of this stock; 

 

ADOPTS, in conformity with the provisions of paragraph 1(b) and (h) of Article III and Article V of the 

GFCM Agreement that: 

 

1. In order to protect the dolphin fish (Coryphaena hippurus), in particular small fish, exploited by 

fleets flying the flag of Members, the dolphin fish fisheries using fish aggregating devices (FADs) shall be 

prohibited from 1 January to 14 August of each year, in all geographical sub-areas. 

 

By way of derogation, if a Member can demonstrate that due to bad weather, fishermen of this Member 

were unable to utilise their normal fishing days (notified in advance to the Executive Secretary), then the 

Member can carry over days lost by this fleet in FAD fisheries until 31 January of the following year. 

 

The Member shall notify these measures to the Executive Secretary, who will circulate the information to 

all the Members. 

 

2. Each Member involved by the fishery referred to in paragraph 1 shall take the necessary measures 

to ensure the respect of the measure referred to in paragraph 1. 

  

3. Each Member shall adopt the necessary measures to ensure the reporting of their total landings 

and transhipments of dolphin fish carried out by the vessels that fly their flag. Each Member shall also 

expand, or maintain, an appropriate system of collection and treatment of fisheries catch and effort data. 

 

4. The Commission requests SAC to analyse for the first time in 2010, the impact of this measure on 

the stocks and to recommend any change that may be deemed necessary to improve its effectiveness, in 

order to evaluate possible modifications to the closure and/or to propose additional management measures. 

 

5. Members involved by the fishery referred to in paragraph 1 will submit an Annual Report on their 

implementation to the Secretariat. The Executive Secretary shall report to the Commission. 


