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Opening and arrangements of the session

Progress on cooperation matters

Report on intersessional activities in 2017-2018

Management of Mediterranean and Black Sea fisheries and aquaculture
Issues stemming from the Compliance Committee (CoC)

S T R

Launch of the second performance review of the GFCM, including assessment of the
implementation of the subregional approach

Programme of work for the period 2018-2020
Ninth session of the Committee on Administration and Finance (CAF)
. Election of the GFCM Bureau and endorsement of the Bureau of SAC, WGBS and CAF
10.  Any other matter
11. Date and place of the forty-third session
12.  Review and adoption of the report

37



2 3 ll

ALBANIA

Aurora ALIMADHI *

General Secretary

Ministry of Agriculture and Rural
Development

Blvd. "Deshmoret e Kombit", No.2,

Tirana

Arian PALLUQI

Head

Fisheries and Aquaculture Unit

Ministry of Agriculture and Rural
Development

Blvd. "Deshmoret e Kombit", No.2,

Tirana

Roland KRISTO

Deputy Minister

Ministry of Agriculture and Rural
Development

Blvd. "Deshmoret e Kombit", No.2,

Tirana

ALGERIA

Nadia SAICHI BOUHAFS

Inspectrice

Ministére de I'Agriculture, du Développement
Rural et de la Péche

Rue des Quatres Canons

Alger

BULGARIA

H.E. Petio PETEV

Ambassador

Permanent Representation of Bulgaria to FAO
Bulgaria

38

Konstantin PETROV *

Fisheries Attache at the Permanent
Representation of Bulgaria to the EU
Executive Agency of Fisheries and
Agquaculture

Bulgaria

Elitsa PETROVA-PAVLOVA

Director

Institute of Fisheries Resources
Blvd.Primorski 4, P.O.Box 72 Varna — 9000
Bulgaria

CROATIA

Ivana PETRINA ABREU *

Head of Service for Resource and Fleet
Management

Ministry of Agriculture, Diretorate of Fisheries
Planinska 2a, 10000 Zagreb

Marin MIHANOVIC

Head of Unit for Resource management
Ministry of Agriculture, Directorate of

Fisheries

Trg Hrvatske bratske zajednice 8, Split

CYPRUS

Spyridon ELLINAS *

Alternate Permanent Representative of the
Republic of Cyprus to the UN Agencies
Piazza Farnese 44, 00186 Rome

Cyprus



EGYPT

Ayman AMMAR *

Chairman

General Authority for Fish Resources
Development

Plot 210 Second Sector, city center, 5th
steelement, new Cairo

Ghada SHALABY

Director of International Agreements &
Protocol Department

General Authority for Fish Resources
Development

Plot 210 Second Sector, city center, 5th
steelement, new Cairo

Atif Salah MEGAHED

General Director of Fisheries

General Authority for Fish Resources
Development

Plot 210 Second Sector, city center, 5th
steelement, new Cairo

Alaa Eldin ELHAWEET

Dean of College of Fisheries Technology
and Aquaculture

Arab Academy for Science, Technology &
Maritime transport,

AbuQir Alexandria

EUROPEAN UNION

Veronika VEITS

Director

European Commission — DG MARE D
Rue Joseph 11 99 — 1/10 B- 1000 Brussels
European Union

Valerie LAINE *

Head of Unit

European Commission DG MARE
J-99 02/088 B-1049 Brussels
European Union

Francois ZIEGLER

Policy Officer

European Commission

99, Rue Joseph 11, 1080 Brussels
European Union

39

Giacomo Chato OSIO

Policy Officer

European Commission DG MARE
Unit D.1 J-99 02/50 B-1049 Brussels
European Union

Pinelopi BELEKOU

Policy Officer

European Commission — DG MARE
Rue Joseph 11 99, 1049 Brussels
European union

Laurent MARKOVIC

Policy Officer

European Commission DG MARE
Unit D.1 J-99 02/50 B-1049 Brussels
Europen Union

Christos MARAVELIAS

Policy Officer

European Commission

Rue Joseph 11 99, 1049 Bruxelles
European Union

Neil ANSELL

Manager of Mediterranean Sea and
International Waters

EFCA

Av Garcia Barbon, 4 Vigo - E-36201

Christina KAATZ

Political Administrator

General Secretariat of the Council of the
European Union

JL 40 GH 26 Rue de la Loi 175 1048 Brussels
European union

Victoria ZICOS

Attaché, International Relations, Information
& Communication operations

Permanent Representation of the European
Union in Rome

Giovanni GRIFFO

Intern

Permanent Representation of the European
Union in Rome



FRANCE

Fabien LE GALLOUDEC *
Policy Officer

Ministry of Agriculture and Food
Tour Séquoia, 92005, La Defense

Jérémy SOUBEN

Chargé de Mission

Comité National des Péches Maritimes et des
Elevages Marins

134 avenue de Malakoff 75116 Paris

GREECE

Christina ARGIROPOULOU *

First Secretary for Economic and Commercial
Affairs

Deputy Representative to FAO, WFP, IFAD

Embassy of Greece in Rome

Marina PETROU

Directress General for Fisheries

Ministry of Rural Development & Food
Leoforos Syggrou 150, GR-17671, Kallithea
Athens

Apostolos KARAGIANNAKOS

Director

Fisheries Policy & Development of Fishery
Products

Ministry of Rural Development & Food

Leoforos Syggrou 150, GR-17671, Kallithea

Athens

ISRAEL

Maya FEDERMAN

Aternate

Permanent Representation of Israel to FAO,
WEFP, IFAD

Rome

40

ITALY

Riccardo RIGILLO *

Director General

General Directorate for Maritime Fisheries and
Agquaculture

Ministry of Agricultural, Food, Forestry
Policies and Tourism — MIPAAFT

Via XX Settembre 20, 00187

Rome

Lorenzo Giovanni MAGNOLO

Officer

General Directorate for Maritime Fisheries and
Aquaculture

Ministry of Agricultural, Food, Forestry
Policies and Tourism — MIPAAFT

Via XX Settembre 20, 00187

Rome

Vittorio GIOVANNONE

Officer

General Directorate for Maritime Fisheries and
Agquaculture

Ministry of Agricultural, Food, Forestry
Policies and Tourism — MIPAAFT

Via XX Settembre 20, 00187

Rome

llaria FERRARO

Technical Assistance

General Directorate for Maritime Fisheries and
Aguaculture

Ministry of Agricultural, Food, Forestry
Policies and Tourism — MIPAAFT

Via XX Settembre 20, 00187

Rome

JAPAN

Naohito OKAZOE *

Alternate Permanent Representative to FAO
First Secretary

Embassy of Japan in Italy



LEBANON

Imad LAHOUD *

Head

Fisheries & Wildlife Department
Ministry of Agriculture

Bir Hassan district - Embassies Street
Beirut

LIBYA

Rida DUZAN *

Chairman

General Authority for Marine Wealth

Ben Ashour street number 66, Addahra Tripoli

Ali SHAGRUNE

Director

Fishing Department and production in the
Agriculture — General Authority for Marine
Wealth

Entisar zone Avenue airport, Tripoli

Taher SHAABAN

Protection Marine and Inspection Manager
General Authority for Marine Wealth
Entisar zone Avenue airport, Tripoli

Abubaker MAATUS

Fisheries Ports Manager

General Authority for Marine Wealth
Entisar zone Avenue airport, Tripoli

MALTA

Randall CARUANA *

Director of Fisheries

Department of Fisheries and Aquaculture

Ministry for the Environment, Sustainable
Development and Climate Change

Ngiered Road, Marsa

Malta

Adam KUYMIZAKIS

First Secretary

Embassy of Malta in Rome

12, Lungotevere Marzio, 00186 Rome
Italy

MONACO

41

MONTENEGRO

Slavica PAVLOVIC *

Director General

Ministry of Agriculture and Rural
Development

Rimski trg 46, 81000 Podgorica
Montenegro

Aleksandar JOKSIMOVIC

Head of Laboratory for Ichthyology and
Marine Fisheries

Institute for Marine Biology

Dobrota bb. P. fah 69, 85331 Kotor

MOROCCO

Fatima Zohra HASSOUNI *

Chef de la Division de la Durabilité et
Aménagement des Ressources Halieutiques
Département des Péches Maritimes

B.P: 476, Agdal- Rabat

Bouchra HAOUJAR

Chargée des pécheries Méditerranéens
Département des Péches Maritimes
B.P: 476, Agdal- Rabat

Mohamed Yassine EL AROUSSI
Chef de Division de la Coopération
Département de la Péche Maritime
BP 476, Agdal, Rabat

Hasna RAIS

Cadre a la Direction du contrdle des activités
de la péche maritime

Département des Péches Maritimes

B.P: 476, Agdal- Rabat

Zineb EL FATOUANI

Cadre a la direction de contrdle des activités de
la péche maritime

Département des Péches Maritimes

B.P: 476, Agdal- Rabat

Mohammed MALOULI IDRISSI

Chef du Centre Régional de Tanger
Institut National de Recherche Halieutique
BP 5268 Dradeb, Tanger



Najib EL OUAMARI

Chef du Centre Régional de I’INRH & Nador
INRH

Rue 49 N°3 Laary Chikh, Nador

Aicha AL MALKI

Chef de Service

Office National des Péches

15, rue lieutenant mahroud -BP.16243 -20300

Asmaa JAHID

Chef de service des plans d’aménagement
Agence Nationale pour le Développement de
I’ Aquaculture

Avenue Annakhil, Immeuble Les Patios, 4éme
étage, Hay Riad, Rabat

ROMANIA

Constantin STROIE *

Senior Counselor

NAFA

29 Sf.Vineri street, 3rd floor, sector 3,
Bucharest

SLOVENIA

Roman CICMIRKO *

Senior Counsellor

Ministry of Agriculture and the Environment
Dunajska cesta 22

1000 Ljubljana

SPAIN

Encarnacion BENITO REVUELTA *

SG Caladero Nacional y Aguas Comunitarias
Direccién General de Recursos Pesqueros
Secretaria General de Pesca

C/ Velazquez 144 - 28006 Madrid

SYRIAN ARAB REPUBLIC

TUNISIA

Ridha M’RABET

Directeur Général

Direction Générale de péche et de
I’aquaculture

30, Rue Alain Savary 1002 le Belvédére Tunis

Houssam HAMZA
Conseiller du Ministre
Ministére de I’ Agriculture
30 Av Alain Savary, Tunis

TURKEY

Esra Fatma DENIZClI CAKMAK *
Ministry of Agriculture and Forestry
Universiteler Mah. Dumlupinar Bulvari, No:
161, 06800,

Ankara

Erding GUNES

Head

Statistics and Information Systems Department
Ministry of Agriculture and Forestry
Universiteler Mah. Dumlupinar Bulvari, No:
161, 06800,

Ankara

COOPERATING NON-CONTRACTING PARTIES

BOSNIA AND HERZEGOVINA

Gildzana TANOVIC

Minister Cousellor

Embassy of Bosnia and Herzegovina
Piazzale Clodio 12/111

00195 Rome

Armin CICIC *

Advisor for Coordination of Legal
Harmonisation to European Union Legislation
Ministry of Foreign Trade and Economic
Relations

Musala 9



GEORGIA

Irine LOMASHVILI *

Chief Specialist of the Department
Of Biodiversity and Forestry Policy
Ministry of Environmental Protection
And Agriculture

Gualua str. 6, Thilisi

REPUBLIC OF MOLDOVA

H. E. Stela STINGACI *
Ambassador of the Republic of Moldova
to the Republic of Italy, Republic of Malta
and UN Agencies based in Rome
Embassy of the Republic of Moldova
Via Francesco Cherubini, 27
00185 Rome

Mihaela GORBAN

First Secretary

Economic issues and cooperation with FAQO,
IFAD, WFP, CEI

Embassy of the Republic of Moldova

Via Francesco Cherubini, 27

00185 Rome

UKRAINE

Maksym MANTIUK

Alternate Representative of Ukraine to FAO
Embassy of Ukraine

Via Guido d'Arezzo, 9

00198 Rome

Yaroslav BIELOV
Chairman

State Agency of Fisheries
Ukraine

Vasyl TUROK

Head

Department of International Cooperation
State Agency of Fisheries of Ukraine
453, Sichovykh Striltsiv str.

Kyiv, 04053

NON-CONTRACTING PARTIES

JORDAN

Nizar HADDAD

General Director

National Center for Agricultural Research
Al-Bagah

Salah AL TARAWNEH

Deputy Permanent Representative of the
Kingdom of Jordan

Permanent Representation of the Hashemite
Kingdom of Jordan to Rome bases UN
Agencies

Via Giuseppe Marchi 1/B, 00161 Rome

43

RUSSIAN FEDERATION

Alexander OKHANOQV *

Counselor

Permanent Mission of the Russian Federation
to FAO

And other UN Agencies in Rome

00185, Rome, Via Gaeta 5 Italy

Kamil BEKYASHEV

Advisor

VNIRO

107140, Moscow, V.Krasnoselskaya 17

Ivan ZHUKOV

Head of Division

Federal Agency for Fisheries

107996, Moscow, Rozhdestvensky blvd 12



OBSERVERS FROM INTERGOVERNMENTAL ORGANIZATIONS

ACCOBAMS

Chedly RAIS
Consultant
ACCOBAMS

Secretariat Jardin de I'UNESCO Les Terrasses

de Fontvieille MC-98000
Monaco

AOAD

Nidhal MELAOUAH

Fisheries and Aquaculture Expert
AOAD

EUROFISH

Aina AFANASJEVA

Director
EUROFISH

H.C. Andersens Blvd 44-46, Copenhagen V

1553
Denmark

IUCN

Francois SIMARD

Director of Global marine and Polar
Programme

IUCN

Mauverney 28, 1196 Gland
Switzerland

UN Environment/MAP

Gaetano LEONE

Coordinator

UNEP/MAP

48 Vassileos Konstantiou Avenue Athens
11634

Greece

OBSERVERS FROM NON-GOVERNMENTAL ORGANIZATIONS

BLACK SEA ADVISORY COUNCIL

Marian Sorinel MANAILA
Chairman

Black Sea Advisory Council
Bd Mamaia 219 Constanta
Romania

GREENPEACE

Giorgia MONTI

Responsabile Campagna Mare
Greenpeace Italia Onlus

Via della Cordonata N° 7, 00187 Roma
Italy

44

LIFE

luri PERI
Project Manager
LIFE

Italy

MARINE STEWARDSHIP COUNCIL

llaria VIELMINI

Fisheries Manager

MSC

Corso San Gottardo 28, 20136 Milano
Italy



MEDAC

Giampaolo BUONFIGLIO
President

MEDAC

Via XX Settembre 20, 00187 Rome,
Italy

Rosa CAGGIANO

Executive Secretary

MEDAC

Via XX Settembre 20, 00187 Rome,
Italy

Gian Ludovico CECCARONI
Expert

MEDAC

Via XX Settembre 20, 00187 Rome
Italy

Marzia PIRON

Temporary Executive Assistant
MEDAC

Via XX Settembre 20, 00187 Rome,
Italy

MEDREACT
Domitilla SENNI
Director

MedReAct
Via Urbana 143, 00184 Rome

Vittoria GNETTI

Outreach Coordinator Adriatic Recovery

Project
MedReAct
Via del Guasco 4, 60121 Ancona

OCEANA

Nicolas FOURNIER

Policy Advisor

Oceana

39 Rue Montoyer, 1000 Brussels
Belgium

45

Pilar MARIN

Marine Scientist

Oceana

Gran Via, 59, 28013 Madrid
Spain

OCEANCARE

Sigrid LUEBER

President

OceanCare

OceanCare Gerbestrasse 6 P.O. Box 372 CH-
8820 Waedenswil

Switzerland

Susanne HAGEN

Director of Science & Education

OceanCare

OceanCare Gerbestrasse 6 P.O. Box 372 CH-
8820 Waedenswil

Switzerland

Fabienne MCLELLAN

International Relations

OceanCare

OceanCare Gerbestrasse 6 P.O. Box 372 CH-
8820 Waedenswil

Switzerland

THE SHARK TRUST

Ali HOOD

Director of Conservation

The Shark Trust

Creykes Court The Millfields Plymouth PL1
3JB

United Kingdom

WWF

Giuseppe DI CARLO
Director of Marine

WWEF

Via Po 25/C, 00166, Rome
Italy

Sarah FAGNANI
Fisheries Officer

WWEF

Via Po 25/C, 00166, Rome
Italy



BUREAU OF THE GFCM AND ITS SUBSIDIARY BODIES

GFCM Bureau

Stefano CATAUDELLA
Chairperson

Universita di Tor Vergata
Via Orazio Raimondo, 8
00173 Rome

Esra Fatma DENIZCI CAKMAK

Ministry of Agriculture and Forestry
Universiteler Mah. Dumlupinar Bulvari, No:
161, 06800,

Ankara

Chairperson of the Scientific Advisory
Committee on Fisheries (SAC)

Othman JARBOUI

Directeur du laboratoire Sciences Halieutiques

Institut National des Sciences et Technologies
de la Mer (INSTM)

Centre de Sfax - BP 1035

3018 Sfax

Tunisie

Chairperson of the Compliance Committee
(CoC)

Randall CARUANA *

Director of Fisheries

Department of Fisheries and Aquaculture

Ministry for the Environment, Sustainable
Development and Climate Change

Ngiered Road, Marsa

Malta

Chairperson of the Committee on
Administration and Finance (CAF)

Hachemi MISSAOQOUI

Directeur Général

Institut National des Sciences et Technologies
de la Mer (INSTM)

28 rue du 2 mars 1934

2025 Salammbé

Tunisie

Coordinator of the Working Group on the
Black Sea (WGBS)

Simion NICOLAEV

Director

National Institute for Marine Research and
Development “Grigore Antipa”

900581 Constanta, Blv. Mamaia 300

Coordinator of the BlackSeadFish Project

Ali Cemal GUCU

BlackSea4Fish Project Coordinator
General Fisheries Commission

For the Mediterranean

Mersin,

Turkey

FAO FISHERIES AND AQUACULTURE DEPARTMENT

Arni M. MATHIESEN

Assistant Director-General

Fisheries and Aquaculture Department

Food and Agriculture Organization of the
United Nations (FAO)

Viale delle Terme di Caracalla, 1

00153, Rome

Italy

46



FAO REGIONAL PROJECTS

AdriaMed/MedSudMed

Enrico ARNERI

Project Coordinator

Marine and Inland Fisheries Branch (FIAF)
FAOQ Fisheries and Aquaculture Department
Viale delle Terme di Caracalla, 1

00153, Rome

Italy

Luca CERIOLA

Fishery Monitoring Expert

MedSudMed

Marine and Inland Fisheries Branch (FIAF)
FAOQO Fisheries and Aquaculture Department
Viale delle Terme di Caracalla, 1

00153, Rome

Italy

Nicoletta MILONE

Fisheries Information Officer

AdriaMed

Marine and Inland Fisheries Branch (FIAF)
FAOQO Fisheries and Aquaculture Department
Viale delle Terme di Caracalla, 1

00153, Rome

Italy

CopeMed/EastMed

Marcelo VASCONCELLOS

Fisheries Resources officer

Marine and Inland Fisheries Team
Fisheries and Aquaculture Department
FAO

Viale delle Terme di Caracalla 00153 Rome
Italy

Pilar HERNANDEZ

Fishery Expert

CopeMed Il

Marine and Inland Fisheries Branch (FIAF)
FAOQ Fisheries and Aquaculture Department
Subdelegacién del Gobierno

Paseo de Sancha, 64, Méalaga 29016

Spain

Stefano LELLI

Marine and Inland Fisheries Branch (FIAF)
FAOQ Fisheries and Aquaculture Department
Viale delle Terme di Caracalla, 1

00153, Rome

Italy

GFCM SECRETARIAT

Abdellah SROUR

Executive Secretary

General Fisheries Commission for the
Mediterranean

Fisheries and Aquaculture Department

Food and Agriculture Organization of the
United Nations

Fabio MASSA

Senior Aquaculture Officer

/CAQ Backstopping Officer

General Fisheries Commission for the
Mediterranean

Fisheries and Aquaculture Department

Food and Agriculture Organization of the
United Nations

47

Miguel BERNAL

Fishery Resources Officer

/SAC Backstopping Officer

General Fisheries Commission for the
Mediterranean

Fisheries and Aquaculture Department

Food and Agriculture Organization of the
United Nations

Nicola FERRI

Legal and Institutional Officer

/CoCBackstopping Officer

General Fisheries Commission for the
Mediterranean

Fisheries and Aquaculture Department

Food and Agriculture Organization of the
United Nations



Federico DE ROSSI

Data Compliance Officer

General Fisheries Commission for the
Mediterranean

Fisheries and Aquaculture Department

Food and Agriculture Organization of the
United Nations

Dominique BOURDENET

Scientific Editor/Translator

General Fisheries Commission for the
Mediterranean

Fisheries and Aquaculture Department

Food and Agriculture Organization of the
United Nations

Margherita SESSA

Liaison Officer

General Fisheries Commission for the
Mediterranean

Fisheries and Aquaculture Department

Food and Agriculture Organization of the
United Nations

Claudia ESCUTIA

Programme Associate

General Fisheries Commission for the
Mediterranean

Fisheries and Aquaculture Department

Food and Agriculture Organization of the
United Nations

Anna CARLSON

Consultant for Socio-economic matters

General Fisheries Commission for the
Mediterranean

Fisheries and Aquaculture Department

Food and Agriculture Organization of the
United Nations

Elisabetta Betulla MORELLO

Fishery Resources Specialist

General Fisheries Commission for the
Mediterranean

Fisheries and Aquaculture Department

Food and Agriculture Organization of the
United Nations

48



3 38!

GFCM:42/2018/1
GFCM:42/2018/2

GFCM:42/2018/3
GFCM:42/2018/4

GFCM:42/2018/5

(CAF9)
GFCM:42/2018/6

(CAF 9)
GFCM:42/2018/7

GFCM:42/2018/8

GFCM:42/2018/Inf.1
GFCM:42/2018/Inf.2
GFCM:42/2018/Inf.3

GFCM:42/2018/Inf.4
GFCM:42/2018/Inf.5
GFCM:42/2018/Inf.6
GFCM:42/2018/Inf.7
GFCM:42/2018/Inf.8
GFCM:42/2018/Inf.9

GFCM:42/2018/Inf.10

GFCM:42/2018/Inf.11
GFCM:42/2018/Inf.12

GFCM:42/2018/Dma.1

@‘L?}“ 458

Provisional agenda and timetable

Report on fisheries intersessional activities in 2017-2018, recommendations
and work plan for 2018-2020

Report on aquaculture intersessional activities in 2017-2018,
recommendations and work plan for 2018-2020

Report on compliance intersessional activities in 2017-2018,
recommendations and work plan for 2018-2020

Report of the Secretariat on administrative and financial issues
GFCM budget and contracting parties contributions for 2018-2020

Formal changes to relevant decisions proposed by the GFCM subsidiary
bodies

Background document towards a second performance review of the GFCM

List of documents

Provisional list of participants

Agreement for the establishment of the General Fisheries Commission for the
Mediterranean (Available in Arabic, English, French and Spanish)

Statement of competence and voting rights by the European Union and its
member States

GFCM framework for cooperation and arrangements with non-contracting
parties and partner organizations (Available in English only)

Report of the forty-first session of the GFCM (Montenegro, 16—
20 October 2017) (Available in Arabic, English and French)

Report of the seventh meeting of the Working Group on the Black Sea
(WGBS) (Bulgaria, 11-13 July 2018) (Available in English only)

Report of the twelfth session of the Compliance Committee (CoC) (Spain, 5—
6 July 2018) (bilingual)

Report of the twentieth session of the Scientific Advisory Committee on
Fisheries (SAC) (Morocco, 26—29 June 2018) (bilingual)

Report of the tenth session of the Scientific Advisory Committee on
Agquaculture (CAQ) (Turkey, 27-29 March 2017) (bilingual)
Draft GFCM IUU vessel list (Available in English only)

Report on the operationalization and monitoring of the strategy for the
sustainable development of Mediterranean and Black Sea aquaculture

The State of Mediterranean and Black Sea fisheries (SoMFi) 2018

49



GFCM:42/2018/Dma.2

GFCM:42/2018/Dma.3
GFCM:42/2018/Dma.4

GFCM:42/2018/Dma.5

Manual of the GFCM Data Collection Reference Framework (DCRF) —
Version 2018.1 (available in English and French)

Sofia Ministerial Declaration (available in English)

Regional plan of action for small-scale fisheries in the Mediterranean and the
Black Sea (RPOA-SSF) (available in English and French)

FAOQ. 2018. Macias, J.C., et al. 2018. Allocated zones for aquaculture: a
guide for the establishment of coastal zones dedicated to aquaculture in the
Mediterranean and the Black Sea. General Fisheries Commission for the
Mediterranean. Studies and Reviews. No 97. Rome, FAO

50



4 3
gl oy Vg LW Bya01 B ol 1 UL

(oY Lglaly)

Arni M. Mathiesen
Assistant Director-General, FAO Fisheries and Aquaculture Department

GFCM President, Mr Stefano Cataudella,
Excellencies,

Distinguished Delegates,

Executive Secretary, Mr Srour,
Colleagues,

It is with pleasure that | welcome you, on behalf of the FAO Director General, Mr José Graziano Da
Silva, to the FAO headquarters for this forty-second session of the General Fisheries Commission for the
Mediterranean (GFCM). This is a fitting setting for this Commission meeting, considering that the
GFCM is ever-increasingly at the forefront in implementing FAO initiatives at the regional level. |
applaud and am encouraged by this tremendous progress that the GFCM has been able to accomplish in
recent years and, on behalf of the FAO, we look forward to further supporting this continued progress.
As | know you have a long list of topics to cover over the next days, | wish to be brief in my remarks,
however, | would be remiss if | didn’t take a moment to highlight some of the most relevant
developments, from the FAQO’s perspective, that have taken place within the GFCM over this
intersession.

With the adoption of the Mid-term strategy (2017-2020) towards the sustainability of Mediterranean and
Black Sea fisheries, the GFCM armed itself with a decisive tool towards meeting the UN SDGs and
addressing the pressing issues facing fisheries management in this region. Indeed, the GFCM was the
first regional fisheries management organization to ever implement such as comprehensive plan. Now,
in the second year of implementation, we are beginning to see encouraging signs. Trends for certain
stocks are reversing and data collection activities are starting to fill in important knowledge gaps in the
region. Such progress attests to the effectiveness of strong and coordinated cooperation among the
riparian countries of the Mediterranean and the Black Sea. We look forward to seeing similar strides
being made in the coming years as the strategy for the sustainable development of Mediterranean and
Black Sea aquaculture, adopted at the Commission last year, is now being fully implemented. The two
strategies together, demonstrate that the GFCM is genuinely committed to implement the provisions in
the FAO Code of Conduct on the interactions between marine fisheries and aquaculture. This is a point
that is worth making given that the Code remains, up to this very day, our policy lighthouse.

Allow me also to underline the strong contribution of the FAO Regional Projects (AdriaMed, CopeMed,
EastMed, MedSudMed), not only in the implementation of GFCM strategies, but also in other activities
to support the sustainability of Mediterranean fisheries. This network of projects has been in place for
many years now and it has considerably underpinned the work of the GFCM at the country level. Now
that the strategies are in place they have become ever more crucial and the exemplary collaboration
between the projects and the GFCM has led to stronger synergies being built within the overall
framework of the FAO. Furthermore, the strategies have driven enhanced coordination between the
GFCM and the FAO Regional Offices too, providing a framework for the FAO to “act as one” in the
region.

Another area where the GFCM has been a leader in realizing FAO objectives has been in combatting
IUU fishing and implementing regional port state measures. Indeed, this year we celebrated for the first
time, on 5 June 2018, the first International Day for the Fight Against IUU Fishing. This historic event,
which was driven by a GFCM initiative, has served to bring light to the scourge that I[UU fishing presents
and ensure this topic is given the importance it deserves in policy discussions.
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This intersession has also seen the historic event which took place less than a month ago in Malta. The
Ministerial Declaration on the Regional Plan of Action for Small-Scale Fisheries in the Mediterranean
and the Black Sea, which was signed by 18 countries at the end of a very successful High-level
conference, is truly a breakthrough achievement which has empowered this region to take strong and
coordinated action to address small-scale fisheries and their role in poverty eradication, equitable
development and sustainable resource utilization. | commend the GFCM for the success of this initiative,
which has garnered much attention throughout the region and beyond. In fact, the RPOA — which is fully
aligned with the VVoluntary Guidelines for Securing Sustainable Small-Scale Fisheries in the Context of
Food Security and Poverty Eradication (SSF Guidelines) — is a first-timer in terms of a specific region
taking such proactive and comprehensive steps towards implementation of the SSF Guidelines. The FAO
therefore remains keenly interested in supporting the implementation of the RPOA, including by
providing expertise in complementary issues such as decent work and social protection, and we look
forward to learning from the experience of the Mediterranean and the Black Sea and holding up this
region as a best practice at a global level.

On the heels of World Food Day, which was celebrated last week on 16 October, we applaud the progress
being made, yet we also recognize the long road ahead if we are to secure food security and sustainable
livelihoods from fisheries in this region. We must rise to meet our current challenges — stock status,
climate change, marine litter, [UU fishing, and social development, to name a few — and we must tackle
these challenges with modern and innovative solutions. The GFCM is on the right track, including by
building successful partnerships to address multi-dimensional issues, but more must be done.

To this end, | know that these issues, and many more will be discussed over the course of the coming
days and so I wish to cede the floor to allow as much time as possible for these important deliberations.
I wish you much success in your work over the coming days and | challenge you to continue taking bold
steps in order to achieve our common vision of a sustainable Mediterranean and Black Sea that supports
food security and livelihoods for generations to come.
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Stefano Cataudella

Chairperson, General Fisheries Commission for the Mediterranean

Excellencies,
FAO ADG-FI (Mr Arni Mathiesen),
Executive Secretary of the GFCM (Mr Abdellah Srour),

Dear national delegates,

Representatives of partner organizations and civil society organizations,
Ladies and gentlemen,

Colleagues,

This is the last time that, as GFCM Chairperson, | have the honour and pleasure to welcome you at an
opening session of the GFCM annual meeting. Thank you for having come so humerous today and for
your constant support to the work of this commission. With your permission, | would like to rewind for
a moment and look back at some of the main highlights during my tenure of GFCM Chairperson. In so
doing, | want to be very objective, expressing my satisfaction when accomplishments were achieved and
voicing some constructive criticism for things that can be still improved. | am grateful for the trust you
have always shown to me.

When | took on the role of GFCM Chairperson we just came off the first performance review in the
history of the GFCM. This review revealed that the Commission had to make significant efforts to
improve its efficiency and modernize its operations against the background of the challenges in our
complex region. Getting into this daunting task, we have emphasized two main priorities: the need to act
through a participatory approach and that to duly take into account of the specificities in the
Mediterranean and the Black Sea. Both priorities were crucial in my view to inform a process of
strengthening of the GFCM as well, in more general terms, to forge the modus operandi of the
Commission. These priorities were successfully tackled via the creation of an inter-governmental task
force, open to Members, relevant non-Members and key stakeholders in the region for them to be actively
involved during the intersessional period. In this case the means, namely the process leading to the fourth
amendment to the GFCM Agreement, rather than the result, namely the adoption of the fourth
amendment to the GFCM Agreement, was of significant importance. Make no mistake about, | am not
trying to play down the fourth amendment to the GFCM Agreement: it was an effective development
that turned this Commission into one of the most modern RFMOs in the world. What | am trying to say
is that by broadening for the first time the scope of our discussions, reaching out to new actors, we have
tremendously increased the visibility of the Commission so that others had an opportunity to know it and
know the importance that it has. This has set important processes in motion, from the granting of
Cooperating non-Contracting Party status to several countries that | hope will soon become full members,
to the signature of numerous memoranda of understanding with partner organizations and, more recently,
the adoption of three ministerial declarations. Signs like these are unmistakable evidence of legitimacy
and relevance and, to the best of my knowledge, the openness of the GFCM has been praised time and
again.

When talking about the specificities in our diverse region, | have witnessed the blossoming of a genuine
interest at country level to shift towards a sub-regional approach. What started off as a provocative
thought is now a concrete reality. Last May the first sub-regional unit of the GFCM was inaugurated,
thanks to the efforts by the Bulgarian Government, and it was very fitting for this sub-regional approach
to be jump-started with the Black Sea. A lot of work has been done by the GFCM Secretariat in this
sub-region and more is expected given the recent operationalization of the BlackSea4Fish project. Other
sub-regions are following suits. We have encouraging signs from the Adriatic and the Western-Med
where Croatia and Spain, respectively, have shown interest to establish a sub-regional unit of the GFCM.
Bringing the GFCM closer to realities that exist on the ground will be instrumental to deliver results for
the benefit of the entire region.

Speaking of results, we are all aware of the dire status of Mediterranean and Black Sea fisheries. A
mid-term ambitious strategy was adopted to deploy a programmatic and measurable plan, based on
targets and actions. The optimistic rationale being that by 2020 we will have reversed the negative trend
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in the decline of commercial fish stocks that we have been witnessing in recent years. | cannot omit to
acknowledge the efforts in the context of the GFCM, and particularly its Scientific Advisory Committee
on Fisheries, to get us through this objective, but we are not there yet. What has been done so far it’s not
enough and | hereby call upon everyone to do a part and contribute to do better. You must support the
growth of independent research on fisheries in your countries.

Similarly, the strategy for sustainable aquaculture has endowed the Commission with a practical tool to
step up the production in farmed seafood at the regional level. We have a fairly clear picture of the
problems and the issues that the aquaculture sector faces and this is in large part thanks to the GFCM
task force activities. However, we should expect more as supplying our market with more and better, in
terms of quality, farmed fish is imperative. The GFCM should help us to do that while giving us clear
guidance in light of market trends and international trade. In this regard, | believe that more contacts
should be promoted with the private sector if we aim at informing a decision-making process oriented
towards the priorities of the consumers.

| want to thank the FAO Regional Projects for their continuous support to the work of the GFCM. Again
this year, the donors of the AdriaMed, CopeMed, EastMed and MedSudMed projects, namely Croatia,
EU, Italy, Slovenia and Spain, have supported their implementation demonstrating that these are
country-driven initiatives. | reckon that, while the level of coordination between the FAO Regional
Projects and the GFCM remains good, we could do more. The same holds true for the broader
GFCM-FAO relationship having regard in particular to the administrative hurdles that at times slow
down the GFCM in carrying out its mandate. Even GFCM donors are experiencing that, and | am
referring to the EU, France, Monaco and Spain that have continued to support the work of the
Commission. | would like to thank them for that as well as to thank the GFCM Secretariat for the high
standards of work in all the various areas covered by the mandate of our Commission. | would be remiss
without saying that.

| wish this Commission to remain committed and country driven as the GFCM truly is a platform that
can reconcile the different interests in this region via an independent decision-making power. To that
end, you will have to make sure that transparency, including at the level of national administrations, and
independence, in terms of providing scientific advice to the Commission, are underpinned at all times.
These are the fundamental elements for sound policy-making in fisheries and aquaculture in addition to
the awareness of what, borrowing from the concept of real economics, “real fisheries and aquaculture”
really come down to. Always ask yourselves what should drive the demand for technical assistance, what
would fishers think and do when you are proposing management measures and what this Commission
can do to fill the gaps that still exist in this vast region. Because this is where the GFCM is, and will
always be, an added value, as | have learnt these years.

In conclusion, let me tell you that acting as the Chairperson of this Commission has been for me a
personal and professional achievement. | wish you success with this session and | wish, as of now,
success to my successor to be elected later on this week.

Thank you very much.
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Veronika Veits
Director, European Commission - DG MARE

Dear Assistant Director-General,
Dear Executive Secretary of the GFCM,
Dear delegates,

Ladies and gentlemen,

Let me first thank the FAO for hosting this meeting here in Rome. It is always very enjoyable to come
to this beautiful and historical city. It is also a pleasure for me to attend for the first time the GFCM
annual session and to express the opening statement on behalf of the European Union in this really
important regional fisheries management organization. It is also a great opportunity to recall that over
the last three years, we have garnered political support and commitment for action around the
Mediterranean and the Black Sea to improve the fisheries governance in those two sea basins and to
move towards sustainable fisheries, notably with the adoption of the Bucharest Declaration for the Black
Sea in 2016 and the MedFish4Ever Declaration in March 2017. In June this year, the Sofia Declaration
on sustainable fishing in the Black Sea was endorsed, and as mentioned by Mr Mathiesen, last month,
we signed a Malta Ministerial Declaration on a regional plan of action for small-scale fisheries. This has
only been possible due to the excellent work and the high ambition of all of the countries involved, the
industries, NGOs, fishers, all stakeholders and, of course, the irreplaceable role played by the GFCM
Secretariat.

With these declarations, we have a comprehensive framework in place that should guide our exchange
over the next decade. What we need to do now is to continue delivering on our commitments and to
actually turn ink into action. That is why the European Union intends to make the most of this GFCM
session. We do have an ambitious set of proposals for recommendations in order to deliver on our
common objectives. These objectives are well-known: i) safeguarding the sustainable use of fisheries
resources; ii) reinforcing the compliance system; iii) addressing the Mediterranean specificities, such as
the impact of recreational and small-scale fisheries; and iv) promoting sustainable development of
aquaculture in the Mediterranean and the Black Sea.

On that basis, we intend to propose a series of recommendations, which have been prepared during the
dedicated working groups, the Scientific Advisory Committee and the Compliance Committee, together
with all contracting parties. We will present, among others, management and conservation measures for
European eel in the Mediterranean, measures for small pelagics in the Adriatic Sea, rapa whelk in the
Black Sea, giant red shrimps and blue and red shrimps in the lonian and Levant Sea, as well as blue crab
in the Strait of Sicily and measures for sharks and rays. We will also propose to consolidate the
management measures that exist in the Strait of Sicily, for facilitating the monitoring, notably within the
framework of the international inspection scheme that has permitted a fruitful cooperation between the
contracting parties for the last two years. To strengthen control and the fight against IUU fishing, we will
propose the adoption of recommendations on the marking of fishing gear and on access to information
for the contracting parties engaged in joint inspection schemes. The European Union will also support
the work prepared by the GFCM Secretariat regarding the priority session of the actions listed in the
regional plan of action on small-scale fisheries. We all know that fisheries science plays a vital role as a
basis for sound conservation and management for the key species in the Mediterranean and Black Sea.
Therefore, also the European Union will fully support the work programme of the Scientific Advisory
Committee.

Ladies and gentlemen, we are looking forward to fruitful discussions on these proposals and very much
count on your support for them. The European Union contribution to the work of the GFCM is not only
about tabling proposals, it is essentially to move forward the sustainability agenda, and therefore we will
also continue to back financially the GFCM.

The European Union stands ready to support our non-European Union neighbors. We will therefore
continue providing assistance for capacity-building, in particular thanks to the efforts of the European
Fisheries Control Agency, which organizes trainings for inspectors in different sea basins, and thanks to
support mechanisms and our enlargement and neighborhood policy, such as TAIEX. This technical
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assistance and information exchange instrument allows us to assist riparian states in the implementation
of the MedFishdEver and the Sofia declarations. Also supporting scientific cooperation and
strengthening technical capacities with third countries is paramount for establishing conservation
measures on specific fisheries. In this regard, we are currently financing the four specific FAO projects
and we will continue to provide our support to these regional projects.

Finally, I would like to draw your attention on three important initiatives and events that will take place
in the months to come, in accordance with our international commitments, and these are, first of all, the
scientific forum, which takes place in mid-December this year. This forum will bring together the
scientific community in order to establish and build a network of scientists. It will allow to discuss how
to best progress in science and to integrate scientific knowledge into decision-making, and it will also
allow hopefully to determine the scientific and research priorities for the years to come.

The second event is the follow-up ministerial conference on MedFish4Ever, which will take place in the
first half of 2019 and will be an important moment to take stock of where we are in the implementation
of the declaration.

And the third event, to which we are looking forward is a social conference that will also take place in
the first half of 2019, and this conference will address the social aspects of small-scale fisheries in terms
of working conditions and social protection or decent work.

I would like to take the opportunity to thank the hosts for these important events and reassure them that
we will try to assist them as much as possible in the preparation.

Ladies and gentlemen, we all hope to see a successful annual session this week. We, from our side, will
do the outmost to ensure fruitful discussions and a satisfactory outcome of this meeting. We hope
ultimately to see another big move forward towards healthy fish stocks in the Mediterranean and towards
profitable fisheries sector in the Mediterranean and the Black Sea.

Let me conclude and thank the GFCM Secretariat for the excellent preparation of this meeting and for
all the efforts they are putting into the work of the organization. Thank you very much.
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Fatima Zohra Hassouni
Chef de la Division de la Durabilité et Aménagement des Ressources Halieutiques

Département des Péches Maritimes, Morocco

Monsieur le Directeur Général de la FAO,
Monsieur le Président de la CGPM,
Monsieur le Secrétaire exécutif de la CGPM,
Mesdames et Messieurs les Délégués,

C’est pour nous un plaisir de participer avec vous a cette 42°™ session de la Commission Générale des
Péches pour la Méditerranée (CGPM) au siege de la FAO, et le nombre des participants de la délégation
marocaine prouve l'importance que notre pays accorde & cette organisation. Je tiens a féliciter le
Secrétariat pour tous les efforts déployés pour le développement durable de la péche afin de contribuer
a la sécurité alimentaire et a la lutte contre la pauvreté dans sa zone d’application y compris la
Méditerranee.

Notre ambition commune étant de parvenir & une gestion saine et pérennede nos pécheries notamment
méditerranéenne et une valorisation adéquate de I’ensemble de nos ressources naturelles dans un contexte
de changement climatique avéré.

Nous sommes tous convaincus ici, que les stocks halieutiques de la Méditerranée s'amenuisent. Ce
constat nous préoccupe par les répercussions possibles de cette situation sur les milliers de pécheurs et
principalement les pécheurs artisans en Méditerranée.

Le Royaume du Maroc s’est trés tot engagé volontairement et fortement, dans la préservation de ses
ressources naturelles de toute nature et leur valorisation économique raisonnée, dans le cadre d’une
approche intégrée, participative, inclusive et responsable.

Dans ce sens et dans la continuité de I’engagement de notre pays en faveur du développement durable
notamment vis-a-vis des ORGP y compris la CGPM, le Maroc a endossé la stratégie a moyen terme de
la CGPM pour la Méditerranée et la mer Noire (2017-2020) lors de la derniére session annuelle en mai
2016 et la déclaration ministérielle « Med Fish 4ever » a Malte en mars 2017, et a signé le protocole
d’accord avec la CGPM en novembre 2017 a Marrakech pour la mise en ceuvre des activités de la
stratégie a moyen terme au niveau national. Ces actions concernent principalement les systémes de
surveillance des navires (en particulier pour la péche artisanale, y compris les dispositifs de marquages
électroniques), la préparation du Forum sur les sciences Halieutiques, I’exécution des campagnes
régionales en mer, des enquétes sur les caractéristiques socio-économiques des péches, des actions
spécifiques en support aux communautés et plateformes de pécheurs artisanaux, aquaculture. Le Maroc
a signé avec la CGPM une convention pour la mise en oeuvre de la stratégie aquacole régionale a travers
des actions ciblées pour soutenir la volonté de notre pays a développer l'aquaculture sur des bases
durables. Ces actions s’inscrivent dans le cadre de notre stratégie nationale Halieutis de développement
et de competitivité du secteur halieutique du Maroc notamment ses axes de durabilité et de compétitivite.

Le Maroc comme annoncé lors de la conférence de Malte en septembre dernier compte abriter la
Conférence de haut niveau sur la protection sociale en premier semestre de 2019.

Récemment, le Maroc a signé le plan d’action régional pour la péche artisanalelors de la Conférence de
haut niveau sur la péche artisanale durable en Méditerranée et en mer Noirea Malte en septembre 2018.
Ce plan viendra srement se greffer sur les projets de la péche artisanale lancés par le Maroc et
constituera un prolongement de certaines actions déja entamés.

Pour clore mon intervention, je tiens a adresser vifs remerciements a la CGPM et particuliérement a
I’équipe de son secrétariat pour leur collaboration et je souhaite plein succes aux travaux de cette session.
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Nadia Saichi Bouhafs
Ministere de I’Agriculture, du Développement Rural et de la Péche, Algeria

Monsieur le Sous Directeur Général des péches et de I’aquaculture/ FAO
Monsieur le Président de la Commission Générale des péches pour la Méditerranée
Monsieur le Secrétaire Exécutif de la CGPM

Honorable délégations

Mesdames et Messieurs,

Honorable assistance,

Permettez-moi, tout d’abord, de remercier en mon nom personnel et au nom du Gouvernement de mon
pays, I’Algérie, la FAO d’avoir accueilli cette 42°™ session de la Commission dans cette belle ville qu’est
Rome, et de participer avec vous, aujourd’hui, a cet important évenement consacré a un nouvel
engagement politique, de gouvernance et de gestion pour la mise en ceuvre de d’un plan d’action sur la
péche et I’aquaculture en Méditerranée et en mer noire a travers I’adoption de nouvelles
recommandations.

De méme, nous tenons a saluer a cette occasion, tous les progres réalisés a ce jour, a I’échelle
méditerranéenne, par I’ensemble des parties prenantes, au travers des différents travaux menés a I’échelle
régionale, ayant permis de développer une démarche et une approche commune en faveur d’une péche
et aquaculture durable.

A cette occasion, il me plait d’adresser mes vifs remerciements aux membres de la Commission générale
des péches pour la Méditerranée, I’UE ainsi qu’aux projets régionaux, au Comite d’organisation et a tous
ceux qui ont contribue a la préparation et a I’organisation excellente de cette rencontre.

Je voudrais, également, saisir cette occasion pour remercier, les différentes délégations ici présentes pour
leur appui constant aux programmes et aux activités de la Commission, réitérant ainsi, leur engagement
a soutenir le processus et les actions inscrites pour développement de la péche.

En cette heureuse occasion, il me plait, Mesdames et Messieurs, de vous assurer que I’ Algérie adhére
pleinement a cette démarche vertueuse pour la promotion de la péche, a telle enseigne que nous nous en
sommes largement inspirés pour [I’élaboration de notre stratégie de développement des péches et de
I’aquaculture, baptisée « Aquapéche Algérie 2020 », avec une attention particuliére a la péche artisanale,
et c’est dans ce cadre que nous avons initié nos projets de développement de I’ Aquaculture, de Clusters
maritimes intégrés, de Pesca tourisme et autres Aires de péche protégées.

C’est pourquoi I’ Algérie s’attelle, a I’instar de nombreux pays, a protéger son environnement marin pour
les générations futures, par des actions visant a améliorer le systéme d’exploitation et de gestion des
ressources halieutiques, tous en se basant sur les principes internationaux de croissance bleue.

Cette session annuelle ne pourrait que renforcer les efforts déployés a I’échelle nationale pour le
développement durable, notamment a travers la définition d’une approche stratégique concertée qui
répond aux attentes de la profession et obéit aux régles d’une exploitation durable.

Je souhaite une rencontre fructueuse et je suis certain qu’avec le soutien des différents partenaires, et de
vos interventions, la session produira d’importants résultats et marquera un important point de départ
pour la péche et I’aquaculture dans la Méditerranée et en mer noire.

Enfin, j’aimerai en félicitant, encore une fois, les organisateurs de ce grand évenement, vous assurer la
volonté de I’ Algérie a renforcer davantage sa coopération et son engagement a poursuivre le travail sur
les différents sujets, afin de contribuer a la concrétisation des plans d’actions régionaux pour le
développement de la péche et de I’aquaculture et a la réalisation de ses objectifs.

Merci de votre attention.
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H.E. Stela Stingaci

Ambassador of the Republic of Moldova to the Republic of Italy, Republic of Malta and UN
Agencies based in Rome

Thank you Chairman,
Distinguished delegates,

On behalf of the Government of the Republic of Moldova, we would like to thank you for the invitation
to the 42" session of the General Fisheries Commission for the Mediterranean, including the 9" Session
of the Committee on Administration and Finance, organized under the FAO auspices.

Taking this opportunity we would like to express our gratitude for granting to the Republic of Moldova
the status of non-contracting party at the 41% Session of the Commission in Montenegro last year, which
represents a very important step forward for the involvement of the Republic of Moldova in the work of
the Commission and, in due time, to full its membership.

The importance for the Republic of Moldova to be integrated within the GFCM, was stressed in light of
obligations we have under the Association Agreement/DCFTA with the EU which contains, among
others, provisions on cooperation with European partners in the field of conservation and management
of fish stocks, ensure the regulation of commercial fisheries and implement effective measures
monitoring and control of fishing activities, aquaculture etc.

We are now more committed, especially after the signature of the historic declaration in conclusion of
the High-level Conference on Black Sea fisheries and aquaculture on 7 June 2018, which sets concrete
objectives and actions that should help develop a comprehensive regional governance in the Black Sea.
The Ministerial Declaration refers to 3 very important areas of cooperation for the Republic of Moldova,
which we would like to reiterate as follows:

1. Supporting the elaboration of national legislation in the field of fisheries and aquaculture
consistent with relevant requirements under international agreements as well as under GFCM
recommendations. Republic of Moldova's priorities in this area are primarily focused on the
implementation of the provisions of the Association Agreement. It is worth mentioning that the
Republic of Moldova, starting with 2016, has not approved quotas for commercial fishing in the
natural fishery aquatic objectives, which is an important branch in the country's economy. This is
due to illegal, unreported, unregulated and undeclared fishing that puts a lot of pressure on fisheries.
It is very important to ensure the regulation of commercial fisheries and implement effective
measures monitoring and control of fishing activities.

2. Protection of fishery resources. For sustainable management in this area, the Republic of Moldova
needs support in assessing fish stocks. In this context, it is very important for us to have a support
in ensuring adequate data collection and exchange of data on all commercial fish stocks including
small-scale and recreational fisheries to reinforce scientific knowledge on fish stocks and
ecosystems. Also, an important role has the ensuring adequate collection on socio-economic
fisheries-related data to support the decision making on management solutions and their impacts, to
further integrate the socio-economic dimension in fisheries management.

3. Aquaculture. Considering that, in the Republic of Moldova, aquaculture is a developing branch,
the aspects like common researches in aquaculture, ichthyology and hydrobiology; the sharing of
experience in the preparation and implementation of joint projects in the field of fish breeding, fish
transport and storage of fishery products, are very important for us. It is also important the assistance
in the organization of growth and reproduction of genetic resources highly productive of the main
pond fish farming: carp, perch, etc .; Also, providing and introduction of new technologies,
scientific and methodological information in the aquaculture area, attending conferences and
publishing scientific articles; exchange of scientific experience for trainees, research assistants
would be very useful for us.

We count on the cooperation with GFCM and FAO in implementing selected activities through the
provision of technical assistance towards responsible fisheries and sustainable aquaculture, within the
remit of the “Mid-term strategy (2017-2020) towards sustainable fisheries in the Mediterranean and the
Black sea”.
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Seizing this occasion, we would like to highlight our strongest commitment to further support all actions
necessary to move further in implementing the established goals.

Thank you!
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Chedly Rais
Consultant, ACCOBAMS

On behalf of the Executive Secretary of ACCOBAMS (Mrs. Florence DESCROIX-COMANDUCCI), |
would like to express the satisfaction of the ACCOBAMS Secretariat as for the collaboration we have
with GFCM. Collaboration that contributes in achieving the objectives of ACCOBAMS for the
conservation of cetaceans and for the sustainability of fisheries in the Mediterranean and the Black Sea.

From the 41% session of GFCM we had the opportunity to further extend our collaboration with the
GFCM Secretariat mainly through joint projects to assist a number of Mediterranean countries to address
the issue of interactions between some fishing activities and cetaceans. In this context we completed a
first joint project involving seven Mediterranean countries through the implementation of pilot actions
targeting depredation in fishing gear and other negative interactions between cetaceans and fishing
activities. The project allowed to better understand the mechanisms of these interactions and to
experiment some mitigation measures. Also, a series of best practice manuals where produced as joint
documents by ACCOBAMS, GFCM and FAO.

The collaboration between the Secretariat of ACCOBAMS and the Secretariat of GFCM has been
extended this year through two new initiatives that consist in two collaborative multi-species projects
involving other regional partners and aiming at mitigating bycatch and depredation by improving our
knowledge about these issues of special interest for our two Organisations. These two projects are being
implemented thanks to a substantial financial support from the MAVA Foundation.

We wish also to collaborate with GFCM on concrete actions to assess incidental catches of cetaceans in
the Black Sea and work with the concerned countries on mitigation measures.

The Memorandum of Collaboration signed between the ACCOBAMS and GFCM Secretariats provides
a good framework for these collaborative activities.

The year 2018 is particularly important for ACCOBAMS. Indeed, during this year, one of our most
important projects has been implemented. It is the ACCOBAMS Survey Initiative whose objective is to
assess the cetacean populations abundance and distribution in the Mediterranean. To this end, an
unprecedented large-scale survey took place this summer in the Mediterranean Sea with the participation
of almost 100 scientific observers from all the Mediterranean and two Black Sea countries. These
consisted mainly in aerial surveys along predefined transects designed to ensure a representative
coverage of the Mediterranean Sea. For this purpose, 8 aircrafts were mobilized and flew about 800
hours. Five vessels also conducted boat surveys for passive acoustic surveys and to cover areas where it
was not possible to obtain permits for aerial surveys. All the Mediterranean countries have contributed
to this initiative. While the focus of the survey was on cetaceans, it was an opportunity to collect also
data on mega-fauna and marine litters.

Now, after the field surveys, we are working on the scientific interpretation of the data collected.
Scientists from all the countries that contributed to the surveys contribute to the exercise of data
processing and interpretation. (Preliminary results are available on ACCOBAMS website and we will
organise a side event to present the data during the Fish Forum of GFCM next December here in Rome).

This initiative required several years for the development of the survey protocol and for raising necessary
fund. It became reality thanks to the financial contribution from the MAV A Foundation, the Prince Albert
Il Foundation and the ACCOBAMS Contracting Parties. A similar survey is planned for the Black Sea.

Besides the data collected, this initiative has been an opportunity to strengthen the skills of the
Mediterranean scientists through training workshops as well as through their participation in the aerial
and boat surveys. The whole project assists ACCOBAMS Parties and range states in fulfilling their
obligations regarding the EU-MSFD and the EcAp process of UNEP-MAP. The data collected will be
particularly useful for the conservation of cetaceans, including to help manage the issue of interaction
between cetaceans and fishing activities.

Thank you very much.
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Nidhal MELAOUAH
Fisheries and Aquaculture Expert, AOAD

Au nom du professeur Ibrahim EI Dukheri Directeur Général de I’OADA qui n’a pas pu assister a cette
session en raison de ses engagements ulterieurs Je remercie le secrétariat de la CGPM pour I’invitation
adressée a I’OADA pour prendre part aux travaux de la 42°™ session de la CGPM. D’autre part nous
somme convaincus que la signature du MoU entre la CGPM et I’OADA constitue un cadre institutionnel
propice au développement de la coopération en matiere de péche et d aquaculture au profit des états
membres, sachant que parmi les 23 membres de pays arabes de I’OADA, sept d’entre eux figurent parmi
les membres de la CGPM.

Il est & noter que les domaines de travail de I’OADA correspondent a ceux de la CGPM et en particulier
dans le domaine de I’aquaculture ou I’OADA a élaboré la stratégie arabe pour le développement de
I’aquaculture 2017-2037, et vient de réaliser le plan exécutif de cette stratégie, et cela peut constituer un
des axes de travail commun entre la CGPM et I’OADA et bien d’autres domaines d’intérét commun sur
la préservation des ressources marines vivantes, développement de la péche artisanale.

Je réitere toute ma confiance dans la réussite de cette coopération.
Je vous remercie.
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Nicolas Fournier,
Policy advisor, Oceana

Dear Executive Secretary, honorable delegates,

Oceana would like to provide some reflections on priorities this GFCM 42th session. It is also important
to put into perspective discussions to come, as you all know, the latest UN assessment on the State of the
World Fisheries and Aquaculture (SOFIA, 2018) has confirmed that the Mediterranean in the world’s
most overexploited sea.

Oceana therefore calls on GFCM Contracting Parties, to act collectively to adopt the necessary measures
that restore the productivity and health of the Mediterranean Sea, in particular as committed in the
MedFish4Ever Declaration. CPs have made commitments in 2017, some of which under ambitious
timelines, but nevertheless we hope this 42nd Commission will deliver these commitments. | would like
to particularly point to 2 priorities elements:

1 - To establish the Mediterranean network of Essential Fish Habitats (EFH), as committed in Resolution
GFCM/41/2017/5 by both designating new Fisheries Restricted Areas (FRA) to protect nurseries and
spawning grounds and reduce excessive fishing mortality. And the second aspect is to include specific
provisions in GFCM multi-annual plans, to systematically identify nurseries and spawning areas for
priority stocks, establish protections for them, and strengthen their control and monitoring surveillance.
On that point Oceana would like to inform the meeting that we will be organizing a workshop on
Essential Fish Habitats at the GFCM Fish Forum in December, where we invite all delegates to
participate.

2 - To take strong measures to combat IUU fishing and implement the RPOA-IUU adopted in 2017. This
should be done by supporting the proposed recommendation on access to information and data related
to monitoring and control. In view of the recently launched Global Record of Vessels by FAO, as well
as Article 24 of the RPOA-IUU, Contracting Parties should consider widening the scope of this
recommendation to include all fishing activity in the GFCM area;

Such measures will also allow GFCM to move closer to transparency and accountability standards
existing in other RFMOs. | thank you for your attention and wish you a productive meeting.

4.2 New proposals for GFCM decisions (SAC)

- European Union proposal for a GEFCM recommendation establishing a multiannual plan for sustainable
trawling fishing activities in the lonian Sea (Geographical sub-areas 19, 20 and 21) for the Giant red
shrimp and Blue and red shrimp

- European Union proposal for a GFCM recommendation on establishing a multiannual management
plan for bottom trawl fisheries exploiting demersal stocks in the Strait of Sicily (GSAs 12 to 16),
repealing Recommendations GFCM/39/2015/2, GFCM/40/2016/4

Desde Oceana nos gustaria dar la bienvenida a este/estos nuevo(s) plan(es) plurianual(es), pero también
nos gustaria puntualizar sobre un par de cuestiones relacionadas con la proteccion de Habitats Esenciales
(Essential Fish Habitats en inglés):

(1) La primera, desde Oceana consideramos que cada nuevo plan deberia contener provisiones para la
proteccidn sistematica de nurseries y zonas de puesta, ya que esta medida contribuiria directamente
a la reduccion de la mortalidad por pesca y por tanto a la recuperacién de stocks sobreexplotados.
Sin embargo, la proteccion de estas zonas no deberia ser una medida complementaria sujeta a la
elaboracion de Planes plurianuales, deberia ser una medida obligatoria para todos los stocks dados
los resultados de la dltima evaluacion de stocks. La proteccion de hébitats esenciales deberian ser
medidas de urgencia, priorizando las especies sobreexplotadas y con bajos niveles de biomasa.

(2) Y la segunda consideracion. Hace tan solo 1 afio y medio en marzo de 2017, todos los ministros de
pesca del mediterraneo, es decir todos los representantes politicos de las delegaciones aqui presentes,
se comprometieron a través de la Declaracion MedFish4Ever a tener una red de Habitats Esenciales
en 2018. Este compromiso se ratifico el afio pasado en esta misma Comision a través de una nueva
Resolucion (GFCM/41/2017/5) con las mismas intenciones tener una red de Habitats Esenciales para
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este afio. A dia de hoy, no tenemos red de hébitats esenciales y tampoco compromiso de las Partes
para hacerlo en un corto plazo.

4.3 New proposals for GFCM decisions (CoC)

- Recommendation on Access to information and data related to the monitoring, control and surveillance:
Oceana welcomes this proposal as a necessary and good step to conduct effective MCS operations.
However we would also like to encourage that the requirement to share authorized vessel lists be
extended beyond pilot projects and inspection schemes, to be aligned with article 24 of the RPOA on
IUU from the GFCM, where all CPCs commit to meet the data requirements of GFCM which includes
an “annual submission of a full dataset, plus regular updates on vessels listed in the GFCM regional
fleet register”.

Furthermore, we urge GFCM CPC to consider making such list public, thus allowing GFCM to move
closer to existing transparency standards in other RFMOs, ICCAT requires not only annual information
on access to coastal waters of CPCs and provides information on the target species, as well as the
operator. On a voluntary basis, many CPCs to ICCAT already upload their vessel authorisation lists on
a regular basis (i.e. Ghana, Guinea-Bissau, Liberia, Sierra Leone). In addition, in June 2018 the Global
record of Fishing vessels was launched by FAO, which aims to also include authorisation data in the
future.

5. Issues stemming from the Compliance Committee (CoC)

VMS and related controls system:

Oceana welcomes the suggestion to assess monitoring and compliance of FRASs by the CoC. As a
matter of fact we reiterate our call for GFCM to adopts a more systematic and robust monitoring and
control framework for FRAs, as illustrated by the growing evidence of non-compliance and possible
illegal fishing in currently established FRAs.

We are concerned that FRAs may remain protected on “paper” only, whereas they are key tool to
protect VMEs, deep-sea sensitive habitats and essential fish habitats (EFH). Not having them enforced
is not serving their purpose neither fish stocks/ecosystems/nurseries and nor the fishermen that exploit
the resource around. More importantly, making FRAs effective fisheries management tools is also a
prerequisite to the success of the future GFCM network of Essential Fish Habitats.
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Sigrid Lueber
President, OceanCare

Distinguished Chair and Delegates,

In 2016, OceanCare signed a memorandum of understanding (MoU) with the GFCM to work together
on illegal, unreorted and unregulated (IUU) fishing, bycatch, marine debris and ocean noise pollution.
We are pleased to report on a variety of activities pertaining to these issues.

In December 2017, OceanCare started a survey among fishermen on the east coast of Sicily to learn more
about their perception of negative impacts on fisheries and possible solutions, their interaction with non-
target species such as dolphins and sea turtles, their assessment of marine plastic pollution, and the
acceptance of marine protected areas. A total of 34 fishers operating mainly longlines, trawl nets, gill
nets, trammel nets, and purse seines in nine fishing ports have been interviewed so far. Although this
first survey is part of an ongoing study not completed yet, we would like to share some preliminary
results.

Among the most striking results is the fact that over 60 percent of the interviewed fishers think that
abandonned, lost, and discarded fishing gear (ALDFG) at sea is a problem, whereas 94 percent replied
that specific facilities in the ports to dispose of old and broken fishing gear are completely missing. Forty-
four percent of the respondents affirmed that entanglement in ALDFG happens to sea turtles and
dolphins, whereas the bycatch of sea turtles is reportedly more common, and the high numbers of
bycaught sea turtles indicated by some fishers are worrisome and need to be further examined. While the
interviewed fishers admit that overfishing is the main cause for a decrease in fish landings, they
highlighted the fact that IUU fishing is a problem in their area and that effective controls are needed.

This first part of the survey allowed interesting insights into the routines of a local fishery community,
their perception of the impacts they have on the environment, their assessment of factors negatively
influencing fisheries and their ideas of ways forward. This study will be continued to increase the number
of respondents, to cover different fishing seasons and areas, and is planned to be completed in 2020.

We would like to inform the Commission about several beach cleaning activities OceanCare has
undertaken in Spain and Italy, as well as educational outreach projetcs with schools in Mallorca and
Sicily.

We have also tried to find different ways of communication to raise awareness about the issue of ocean
noise and marine debris, to broaden the target audience and ultimately achieve a change in behaviour.
Such elements include two edutainment videos, which are available in the main Mediterranean
languages.

In 2017, we have launched the I-CARE campaign aimed at empowering the public to reduce plastic
waste. The campaign is mainly directed towards young people and focusses on social media. A campaign
song of an environmentally conscious rock band has been integrated. On the campaign’s website, people
are asked to take a pledge to reduce their disposable plastic consumption. A real time calculator measures
the impact of such commitment in terms of the reduced yearly consumption of disposable plastics. This
is a catalyst to encourage participants to further rethink their plastic consumption. Additionally,
participants are presented with eco-friendly products helping them to keep their promise.

We are convinced that innovative campaigns such as I-CARE will significantly contribute to a rethinking
about our attitude towards plastic use.

Pertaining to international processes, OceanCare was a panelist at the 19th United Nations Open-ended
Informal Consultative Process on Oceans and the Law of the Sea on the issue of Anthropogenic
Underwater Noise in June 2018, and held two side events at such occasion. Moreover, OceanCare
developed a concept note for a possible study by FAO on the impacts of ocean noise on marine resources,
and its socioeconomic consequences. We will elaborate further on these activities under Agenda Item 3.
Thank you.
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Ali Hood
Director of Conservation, The Shark Trust

Our organizations, which have a special focus on shark and ray conservation, appreciate delegates’
consideration of our views on the pending proposal from the European Union (EU) to strengthen the
General Fisheries Commission for the Mediterranean (GFCM) ban on finning (slicing off ashark’s finsand
discarding the body at sea). We applaud the EU for proposing measures to prevent waste while improving
shark catch data across species.

Specifically, we urge the GFCM to prohibit removal of shark fins on-board vessels, as well as the
retention, transshipment, and landing of shark fins that are not naturally attached to carcasses,
without exception.

The IUCN Shark Specialist Group and the European Elasmobranch Association] have found that under
such a policy:

= Enforcement burden is greatly reduced,
= [nformation on species and quantities of sharks landed is vastly improved; and
= “High-grading” (mixing bodies and fins from different animals) is impossible.

The*“fins-naturally-attached” methodiswidely accepted asthe best practice forenforcing finning bans, and
-indeed - the only way to guarantee that sharks have not been finned. Such a rule could also facilitate
sorely needed, species-specific data on Mediterranean shark catches. The technique of making a partial
cut and folding fins against the body can address industry concerns about safety and storage.

Because of the many practical advantages associated with the fins-naturally-attached method, the policy
has been mandated not only in the EU, but also in the United States, Canada, most of Central and South
America, and many countries fishing in the Indian and Pacific Oceans. It is also gaining acceptance in
international arenas, as demonstrated by adoption by the North East Atlantic Fisheries Commission
(2014) and the Northwest Atlantic Fisheries Organization (2016), as well as support from a majority of
Parties to the International Commission for Conservation of Atlantic Tunas, including Albania, Algeria,
Tunisia, Egypt, the Russian Federation, and most of West Africa.

We urge the GFCM to ensure enforceability of the existing finning ban by prohibiting at-sea
removal of shark fins.

Please support the EU proposal to amend GFCM/36/2012/3.

The Shark Trust is a UK charity working to safeguard the future of sharks through positive
change.

Shark Advocates International is a project of The Ocean Foundation dedicated to securing
science-based policies for sharks and rays.

Ecology Action Centre promotes sustainable, ocean-based livelihoods, and marine conservation
in Atlantic Canada.

Focused on sharks in peril and marine debris, Project AWARE is a growing movement of scuba
divers protecting the ocean planet — one dive at a time.

These groups have formed the Shark League (www.sharkleague.org).

The Shark League is funded by the Shark Conservation Fund.
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Gaetone Leone
Coordinator, UN Environement/MAP

Mr. Chairman, Assistant Director General, Executive Secretar, Distinguished delegates,

On behalf of the UN Environment/Mediterranean Action Plan-Barcelona Convention system | thank
you for the invitation to participate at the Forty-second session of the General Fisheries Commission
for the Mediterranean.

It is an honor to share with this Commission a brief report on the strengthening cooperation between
UNEP/MAP and GFCM, cooperation that supports progress towards our common aim, the achievement
of healthy and productive Mediterranean Sea and Coast.

The health of marine and coastal ecosystems is a prerequisite for sustainable fisheries. In turn,
sustainable fisheries and sustainable management of the fish stocks contribute to good environmental
status of the oceans and seas. Thus, cooperation between environmental and fisheries experts and
organizations is a prerequisite for the achievement of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development.

The unique nature of the partnership of GFCM and UNEP/MAP Secretariats responds to this need,
through the development and implementation of a Memorandum of Understanding, which was
welcomed in recent years as a potential model for other regional seas, in various key international
meetings, including for instance at the SDG14 Ocean Conference.

The recent CBD Sustainable Ocean Initiative Capacity Building Workshop for Northern Africa and the
Mediterranean, which took place just a week ago in Tangiers, Morocco, highlighted how the efficient
cooperation among a Regional Sea Convention and a Regional Fishery Management Body can support
progress towards achieving Aichi Target 6 and 11 at national level in the countries of the region.

The Workshop was an important opportunity of dialogue and cooperation for national representatives
and actors on marine biodiversity conservation and fisheries and marine resources management to work
together, with the support of the CBD Secretariat and UNEP/MAP and GFCM experts.

It resulted in developing strategies and action plans to enhance cross-sectoral approaches to
conservation and sustainable use of marine biodiversity. Based on its outcomes, the CBD Secretariat in
collaboration with relevant regional organizations, will prepare a synthetic document on capacity
building needs that will be used as a concrete proposal to be presented to potential donors/funding
institutions.

We stand as an example for other regions also in terms concrete results of the implementation of our
Memorandum of Understanding, which includes the development of the 2017 Mediterranean Quality
Status Report, in which GFCM had a leading role in the development of the fisheries related part.

The Joint implementation of a Sub-Regional Pilot Study in the Eastern Mediterranean on Non-
Indigenous Fish Species was an innovative pilot initiative that resulted in a sub-regional monitoring
plan, in line with the UNEP/MAP Integrated Monitoring and Assessment Programme and with the
GFCM Data Collection Reference Framework.

Management of marine litter in Mediterranean is also a priority in line with both of our Mid-Term
Strategies. In this regard GFCM participation and contribution to the UNEP/MAP-led Regional
Platform on Marine Litter management in the Mediterranean continues to be crucial. | am also looking
forward to sharing our experience on marine litter management, building on the best practice of the
implementation of the Regional Plan on Marine Litter Management for the Mediterranean, during the
Marine Litter Workshop at the 2018 GFCM Fish Forum.

This Workshop will aim to exchange best practices in relation to fishing measures on reducing marine
litter (as ghost nets) and will contribute to the development of the Marine Litter Adaptation Strategy of
GFCM and in concrete terms to the elaboration of mitigation measures which are necessary to reduce
and mitigate the effects of marine litter on marine ecosystems and fisheries.
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We are excited about the GFCM Fish Forum — this will undoubtedly be a key event, in which we aim
to participate meaningfully to further enhance exchange of knowledge between biodiversity and
fisheries experts. We plan various Workshops and a side event, including on topics of marine litter and
area-based management measures.

At UNEP/MAP, we welcome full-heartedly the commitment of GFCM and its Members to provide
protection to vulnerable marine ecosystems and essential habitats for marine species, both through the
adoption of Fisheries Restricted Areas and through discussing protocols and mechanisms to minimize
the impact of fisheries on the ecosystem. | strongly believe that this approach can also provide a more
sustainable and cost-efficient fisheries management in the contiguous marine areas including high seas.

In this regard, |1 would like to specifically welcome that one of the proposed recommendations aims at
further protection to shark and rays, also aligning with the Protocol Concerning Specially Protected
Areas and Biological Diversity in the Mediterranean Annex Il and I11.

Mister Chairman, distinguished delegates,

The strong focus of the agenda of this Session on biodiversity protection showcases the recognition of
the importance of sustainable management of marine resources and the strong commitment of GFCM
members to this goal. This is also an area on which we have a long-standing cooperation with GFCM,
in line with our Memorandum of Understanding.

One important output of this cooperation is GFCM Resolution/37/2013/1 “on area-based management
of fisheries, including through the establishment of Fisheries Restricted Areas and coordination with
the UNEP/MAP initiatives on the establishment of SPAMIs”, which has been key to move towards
harmonization of the criteria to identify Specially Protected Areas of Mediterranean Importance and
Fisheries Restricted Areas, where appropriate.

I was very interested to see in this regard that some of this Fisheries Restricted Areas for which
management points will be discussed in upcoming days overlap with Ecologically or Biologically
Significant Areas (EBSAS), as such opening the possibility that both GFCM and UNEP/MAP work
together to minimize any significant impact from anthropogenic activities.

In this spirit, UNEP/MAP indicated already its willingness during the Meeting of the Forty-first session
of the General Fisheries Commission for the Mediterranean to work closer together, specifically in
relation to the recently established Fisheries Restricted Area in the Jabuka/Pomo Pit area of the Adriatic
Sea.

Let me reconfirm here today this willingness and go even a step further by expressing my expectation
towards an even closer cooperation in relation to area-based management measures. When such
measures either under GFCM or UNEP/MAP auspices are adopted, they can be bases for further
coordinated actions both to ensure harmonization of the criteria to identify FRAs and SPAMIs, and to
establish such areas in a coordinated manner.

As | said, we strongly believe that such cooperation is necessary to ensure that objectives and targets
related to achieving Good Environmental Status of these specific areas are met. This would be a positive
practice towards Marine Spatial Planning based on the implementation of the Ecosystem Approach.

Finally, let me recall here that the excellent cooperation between the two Secretariats has recently also
involved exchanges of lessons and practice in relation to our respective Compliance mechanisms —
enforcement is becoming more and more crucial to achieve our respective goals, and | look forward to
continuing on this path of partnership and joint delivery.

I thank you for your attention and | wish you a successful meeting.
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The General Fisheries Commission for the Mediterranean (hereafter "the GFCM"),

CONSIDERING that the objective of the Agreement for the establishment of the General Fisheries
Commission for the Mediterranean (hereafter "the Agreement") is to ensure the conservation and
sustainable use, at biological, social, economic and environmental level, of living marine resources in
the area of application;

CONSIDERING that the GFCM shall adopt management measures based on an ecosystem approach
to fisheries to guarantee the maintenance of stocks above levels which can produce maximum
sustainable yield;

RECALLING that the Malta Ministerial declaration "MedFish4Ever" requires that in the context of
establishing an ecosystem-based fisheries management framework, all key fisheries should be
managed with management plans;

CONSIDERING that the GFCM shall apply the precautionary approach in accordance with the 1995
UN Fish Stocks Agreement and the Code of Conduct for Responsible Fisheries of the Food and
Agriculture Organization of the United Nations (hereafter the “FAQO”);

CONSIDERING that the blackspot seabream has a peculiar biological life history (protandric
hermaphrodite species) with relevant percent of individuals changing sex to females at around 33 cm
total length while the size at first maturity (L50%) is around 30 cm for males and 36 cm for females.
These biological characteristics are similar to stocks distributed in different geographical areas;

CONSIDERING the high socio-economic importance of fisheries, especially local fisheries, exploiting
blackspot seabream and the need to ensure their sustainability;

CONSIDERING that the blackspot seabream is also targeted by recreational fisheries;

NOTING that the blackspot seabream is included in the list of priority species of GFCM for the
Western Mediterranean;

NOTING that for blackspot seabream exists a high level of illegal, unreported and unregulated catches
(TUV) all over the Mediterranean and that a more adequate monitoring of involved fishing fleets,
including recreational fisheries, is needed,

NOTING that the SAC agrees on the needs, as highlighted by the SRC-WM, for the provision of
advice for the potential establishment of management measures including, inter alia, an improved the
bio-economic monitoring and effort standardization of the fisheries;

ADOPTS, in conformity with Articles 5b, 8 b and 13 of the GFCM Agreement, the following
recommendation:

PART I
General objective, geographical scope and definitions

1. The general objective of the present recommendation is to protect juvenile "blackspot
seabream" in the Mediterranean Sea.
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2. For the purpose of this recommendation, “blackspot seabream” means fish pertaining to the
species: Pagellus bogaraveo.

PART Il
Minimum conservation reference size
3. The minimum conservation reference size for blackspot seabream in the whole area covered
by this recommendation is fixed at XX* ¢cm total length.
4. Specimens of blackspot seabream shall be measured from the tip of the snout to the end of the
tail fin.
5. Specimens of blackspot seabream smaller than the minimum conservation reference size,

defined in paragraph 3, in total length as reported above and measured to the lowest centimetre, shall
not be caught, retained on board, transhipped, transferred, landed, stored, sold, displayed or offered
for sale.

6. Notwithstanding paragraph 5, when due to unavoidable circumstances undersized specimens
of blackspot seabream have been effectively caught, the master of the catching vessel shall record
those catches (estimated weight) of undersized specimens.

7. The GFCM Contracting Parties and Cooperating non-Contracting Parties (CPCs) shall
establish an adequate mechanism for recording catches of undersized specimens of blackspot
seabream

8. Without prejudice to provisions foreseen in paragraph 5 and when a system of avoiding
discards and obligation to land all catches has been established by a CPC, except in justified cases
where there is a derogation for landing obligations (especially in case of fisheries where high-survival
rates are well documented), the master of the fishing vessel shall not be allowed to discard those
catches and shall therefore land all the fish caught independently of the size of the fish. All quantities
of undersize fish landed shall be recorded and shall not be displayed, offered for sale or used for direct
human consumption.

1 To be defined in line with the scientific advice of the SAC in 2019.
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A -VME encounter reporting protocol in the GFCM area of application

1. Introduction

Resolutions of the United Nations General Assembly on sustainable fisheries of 20042, 2006° and 2009*
call upon regional fisheries management organizations (RFMQOs) to take urgent action to protect
vulnerable marine ecosystems (VMEs) from significant adverse impact in areas beyond national
jurisdiction.

2. Objective

Further implement the precautionary approach for managing deep-sea fisheries (DSF) with respect to
VMEs, due to the difficulty in acquiring data on VMEs location and extent and with a view to avoiding
the risk of significant adverse impacts (SAls) by fisheries, GFCM should adopt a VME Encounter
Protocol for the DSF operating in its area of application.

GFCM Contracting Party or Cooperating non-Contracting Party (CPCs) should consider, as necessary,
applying additional management measures to their flagged vessels undertaking DSF to avoid
overexploitation of resources and to avoid SAls on VMEs.

3. Definitions
The list of VME Indicator Features, Habitats and Taxa for the Mediterranean Sea is given in Annex 1.

4. Scope
o Geographical coverage: Mediterranean Sea (GSAs 01 to 28)
. Fisheries

The following fisheries shall be considered:

i.all fishing vessels above 15 m (LOA) operating with bottom contact fishing gear
fishing for Aristaeomorpha foliacea, Aristeus antennatus, or Plesionika martia

ii.all fishing vessels above 15 m (LOA) operating with bottom contact gears (bottom
trawls, longlines, gillnets and pots and traps) at depths deeper than 300 m and all
offshore seamounts;

For the purposes of these technical elements, the fisheries described above shall be referred to as
“deep-sea fisheries” (DSFs).

5. Encounter protocol

. Encounter: an encounter with VME Indicator Taxa is defined as any catch of VME
Indicator Taxa obtained by any DSF.

Encounter rule: following an encounter with VME Indicator Taxa during DSF, the vessel captain shall
immediately report the encounter to the flag State, on the form provided in Annex 2, including the
following information:

i.the position of the vessel, either by the start and end point of the tow or set, or by another
position that is closest to the exact encounter location;

ii.the fishing characteristics of the vessel;

2 A/RES/59/25
3 A/RES/61/105
4 A/RES/64/72
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iii.the groups of the VME Indicator Taxa encountered and the best estimates of their live weight
(kg).
6. Reporting to GFCM Secretariat

Upon notification by the vessel captain, as described above, relevant CPCs shall forward, within 30
days, the encounter information reported by the vessel captain, to the GFCM Secretariat, including by
electronic means.

1. Review of the information gathered by mean of the VME Encounter Protocol

The GFCM Secretariat shall compile the data received with the encounter protocols and set up maps of
the distribution of encounters with VME Indicator Taxa, including their abundance by group. The
GFCM Secretariat shall regularly inform the SAC about the reported catches of VME Indicator Taxa
in Mediterranean fisheries. The SAC shall review this information and, based upon the best scientific
evidence available, evaluate the occurrence of VMEs and propose to the Commission, as appropriate,
the establishment of new management measures, including FRAs, to ensure the protection of these
ecosystems.

8. Observers

The use of scientific observers to assist the crew in data collection is encouraged in order to allow the
identification of the VME Indicator Taxa to the lowest taxonomic level and to obtain information on
bycatch composition.

0. CPCs responsibilities

CPCs should consider adopting temporary closures and apply these to their flagged vessels if they
consider that the encounter has identified a VME. Any measure adopted in this sense should be reported
to the GFCM Secretariat for further notification to the SAC.
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Annex 1

Mediterranean VME indicator features, habitats and taxa

(a) Mediterranean VME indicator features

The following features potentially support VMEs:

Seamounts and volcanic ridges
Canyons and trenches
Steep slopes

Submarine reliefs (slumped blocks, ridges, cobble fields, etc.)

Cold seeps (pockmarks, mud volcanoes, reducing sediment, anoxic pools, methanogenetic

hard bottoms)
Hydrothermal vents

(b) Mediterranean VME indicator habitats

The following habitats potentially support VMEs:

Cold-water coral reefs
Coral gardens

- Hard-bottom coral garden

- Soft-bottom coral gardens
Sea pen fields
Deep-sea sponge aggregations

“Ostur” sponge aggregations

Hard-bottom sponge gardens
- Glass sponge communities

- Soft-bottom sponge gardens
Tube-dwelling anemone patches
Crinoid fields
Oyster reefs and other giant bivalves
Seep and vent communities
Other dense emergent fauna

(c) Mediterranean VME indicator taxa

Phylum Class Subclass (Order)

Cnidaria Anthozoa Hexacorallia (Antipatharia, Scleractinia)
Octocorallia (Alcyonacea, Pennatulacea)

Ceriantharia

Hydrozoa Hydroidolina
Porifera Demospongiae
(sponges)
Hexactinellida Ampbhidiscophora
Hexasterophora
Bryozoa Gymnolaemata
Stenolaemata
Echinodermata Crinoidea Articulata
Mollusca Bivalvia Gryphaeidae (Neopycnodonte cochlear, N. zibrowii)
Heterodonta™ (Lucinoida) (e.g. Lucinoma kazani)
Pteriomorphia* (Mytiloida) (e.g. Idas modiolaeformis)
Annelida* Polychaeta Sedentaria (Canalipalpata) (e.g. Lamellibrachia anaximandri,
Siboglinum spp.)
Arthropoda* Malacostraca Eumalacostraca (Amphipoda) (e.g. Haploops spp.)

*only chemosynthetic species that indicate the presence of a cold seep or hydrothermal vent are

considered

147



VME encounter reporting in the GFCM area of application

Annex 2

Separate forms to be completed for each deployment of the fishing gear (haul/set) in which VME

Indicator Taxa are caught.

A. Fishing Trip Information

Country:

Vessel name;:

Captain (name and last name):

Date of encounter (dd/mm/yyyy):

B. Fleet and gear information®

Fleet segment:

Fishing gear:

C. VME Encounter coordinates

GSA: Statistical grid:
Point 1 (Start) Point 2 (End)
Latitude: Longitude:
Latitude: Longitude:

Fishing depth (average or range, m):

VME Feature and/or Habitat (Annex 1 a and b)

D. VME Indicator Taxa catch information (Annex 1 c)

Total live weight of corals in the haul/set (kg):

Total live weight of sponges in the haul/set (kg):

Total live weight of other vulnerable benthic taxa in the haul/set (kg):

E. VME Indicator Taxa (by trained observers on board)

Identify VME Taxa to lowest taxonomic level (species if possible) and provide comments.

F. Pictures of VME Indicator Taxa (by fishers and/or observers on board)

form.

Take pictures of the different VME Indicator Taxa and submit them as an attachment to the current

5 Refer to: GFCM, 2016. GFCM Data Collection Reference Framework (DCRF)

(http://www.fao.org/gfcm/data/dcrf/en/)
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B - Mapping existing deep-sea fishing areas in the GFCM area of application
1. Introduction

Resolutions of the United Nations General Assembly on sustainable fisheries of 2004¢, 2006 and 20098
call upon regional fisheries management organizations (RFMOs) to take urgent action to protect
vulnerable marine ecosystems (VMES) from significant adverse impact in areas beyond national
jurisdiction.

2. Objectives

The deep-sea bottom fisheries of the Mediterranean target only a few species that are fished on specific
habitats. In order to manage these fisheries sustainably, and prohibit any significant adverse impacts
they may cause on non-target species and VMEs, it is necessary to map the distribution of the existing
deep-sea bottom fishing areas.

3. Definitions

“Existing deep-sea bottom fishing areas”, means that portion of the GFCM area of application where
deep-sea bottom fishing has occurred according to the map adopted under Section B Paragraph 5..

“Exploratory (or new) deep-sea bottom fishing” occurs during the initial development phase of a DSF
when the DSF operates in areas that have not been previously fished or in fished areas following
significant changes in the gear or effort, as described in paragraphs 23, 55, 61 and 65 of the FAO
International Guidelines for the Management of Deep Sea Fisheries in the High Seas.

4, Scope
e Geographical coverage: Mediterranean Sea (GSAs 01 to 28)
e Fisheries

The following fisheries shall be considered:

i.  bottom trawlers above 15 m (LOA) fishing for Aristaeomorpha foliacea, Aristeus
antennatus, or Plesionika martia;

ii.  all fishing vessels above 15 m (LOA) operating with bottom contact gears (bottom trawls,
longlines, gillnets and pots and traps) at depths deeper than 300 m and all offshore
seamounts;

For the purposes of these technical elements, the fisheries described above shall be referred to as
“deep-sea fisheries” (DSFs).

5. Management measure

GFCM Contracting Party or Cooperating non-Contracting Party (CPCs) with vessels involved in “deep-
sea bottom fisheries” shall submit to the extent possible and no later than 31 December 20[20]
comprehensive maps of existing deep-sea bottom fishing areas [during the five-year period of 2012-2016]
to the GFCM Secretariat. Maps shall be based on VMS/AIS data and/or other available geo-reference data
and be expressed in as precise spatial and temporal resolution as possible. The submission of the detailed
gear deployment position information will facilitate the mapping process. Priorities should be given to
bottom trawling below 300 m, but it is highly desirable to map other types of fishing gears that contact
the seafloor during normal use, e.g. bottom set longlines, gillnets, trammel nets, and pots. Contracting
Parties may, in the future, consider the possibility of refining these maps on the basis of haul-by-haul
information, if available. GFCM Secretariat shall compile a composite map, preferably by gear type, of
the existing deep-sea bottom fishing areas within the GFCM area of application. The SAC shall review
this information and based upon the scientific evidence available, adopt the map defining the existing

6 A/RES/59/25
7 A/RES/61/105
8 A/RES/64/72
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bottom fishing areas in the GFCM area of application. The map shall be revised regularly to incorporate
any new relevant information.

C - Exploratory deep-sea bottom fishing reporting protocol in the GFCM area of application
1. Introduction

Resolutions of the United Nations General Assembly on sustainable fisheries of 2004°, 2006%° and
2009 call upon regional fisheries management organizations (RFMOs) to take urgent action to protect
vulnerable marine ecosystems (VMEs) from significant adverse impact in areas beyond national
jurisdiction.

2. Objectives

To ensure that exploratory or new deep-sea fishing activities are only allowed to expand at a rate
consistent with the knowledge and management of that fishery. This will avoid overexploitation of
targeted deep-sea fish stocks. Further, great care needs to be taken to ensure that VMESs are mapped and
known, and suitable mitigation measures applied to ensure their protection from significant adverse
impacts resulting from any new fishery.

3. Definitions

“Existing deep-sea bottom fishing areas”, means that portion of the GFCM area of application where
deep-sea bottom fishing has occurred according to the map adopted under Section B Paragraph 5.

“Exploratory (or new) deep-sea bottom fishing” occurs during the initial development phase of a DSF
when the DSF operates in areas that have not been previously fished or in fished areas following
significant changes in the gear or effort, as described in paragraphs 23, 55, 61 and 65 of the FAO
International Guidelines for the Management of Deep Sea Fisheries in the High Seas.

4. Scope
e Geographical coverage: Mediterranean Sea (GSAs 01 to 28)

o Fisheries: All fishing vessels above 15 m (LOA) operating with bottom contact gears (bottom
trawls, longlines, gillnets and pots and traps) are considered undertaking Exploratory (or new)
deep-sea bottom fishing when operating:

i.  On VME Indicator Features (see Annex 1 a)
ii.  Outside of the existing bottom deep-sea fishing areas
iii.  Inside of existing bottom fishing areas with bottom-contact fishing gears not previously
used or when significant increases of effort are planned or when a new fishery is
developing
5. Management measure

GFCM Contracting Party or Cooperating non-Contracting Party (CPCs) of flagged fishing vessels
undertaking exploratory (or new) deep-sea bottom fishing shall be required to complete the Exploratory
deep-sea bottom fishing protocol provided in Annex 1, including the following information:

i. the start and end point of each tow or set;
ii. the fishing characteristics of the vessel including the gear used;
iii. the GSA area and the Statistical Grid where the exploratory deep-sea fishing occurred;

9 A/RES/59/25
10 A/RES/61/105
11 A/RES/64/72
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iv. the catch, the bycatch, the discards, and fishing effort;
v. VME Indicator Taxa (if any) through the VME Encounter Protocol.

6. Reporting to GFCM Secretariat

Upon notification by the vessel captain, as described above, relevant CPCs shall forward, within 30
days, the exploratory deep-sea bottom protocol form reported by the vessel captain, to the GFCM
Secretariat, including by electronic means.

7. Review of the information gathered through the exploratory deep-sea bottom protocol

The GFCM Secretariat shall compile the data received with the exploratory deep-sea bottom protocol
and shall regularly inform the SAC. The SAC shall review this information.

8. Observers

The use of scientific observers to assist in data collection and reporting is highly desirable according to
the GFCM DCRF*,

12 Refer to: GFCM, 2018. GFCM Data Collection Reference Framework (DCRF)
(http://www.fao.org/gfcm/data/dcrf/en/).
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Annex 3

Exploratory deep-sea fishing reporting in the GFCM area of application (Mediterranean Sea)
Separate forms must be completed for each new exploratory deep-sea fishing trip

A. Fishing Trip Information
Country:

Vessel name:

Captain (name and last name):

Dates of exploratory fishing trip (dd/mm/yyyy format):

B. Fleet and gear information®®
Fleet segment:

Fishing gear:

Area information

GSA: Statistical grid®*:
Area fished (coordinates-attach map):

VME Indicator Feature (if any):

Depth range fished (m):

Fishing effort:

C. Catch summary
List main commercial species and guantities caught during the exploratory deep-sea bottom fishing

D. Bycatch summary
Provide details of bycatch species

D. VME Indicator Taxa
Use the provided VME Encounter Protocol for any catch of VME Indicator Taxa

E. Comments (by fishing crew)

13 Refer to: GFCM, 2018. GFCM Data Collection Reference Framework (DCRF)
(http://www.fao.org/gfcm/data/dcrf/en )
14 Refer to: Appendix M - Geographic statistical grid for red coral, DCRF. GFCM, 2018. GFCM Data Collection

Reference Framework (DCRF)
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Western Central Adriatic Sea Eastern Black Sea
Mediterranean | Mediterranean Mediterranean
Engraulis Engraulis Engraulis Engraulis Engraulis
encrasicolus encrasicolus encrasicolus encrasicolus encrasicolus
Pelaglc _Sardlna _Sardlna _Sardlna sardinella aurita Tr_achurus
species pilchardus pilchardus pilchardus mediterraneus
Sardina Sprattus
pilchardus sprattus
Parapenae_us Parapenae_us Mullus Mullus barbatus Merlangius
longirostris longirostris barbatus merlangus
Merluccius Merluccius Merluccius Saurida Scophthalmus
merluccius merluccius merluccius lessepsianus maximus
Pagellus Aristeus Nephrops Merluccius Merlangius
bogaraveo antennatus norvegicus merluccius merlangus
Deme_r sal Aristaeomorpha Parapenaeus Aristeus Rapana
Species foliacea ETEE T antennatus venosa
(GSA 18)
Mullus Solea solea Aristaeomorpha
barbatus (GSA 17) foliacea
Sepia
officinalis
Squilla mantis
Species of
regional Coryphaena hippurus
importance
Species of Anguilla Anguilla
conservation . Squalus
Corallium rubrum -
concern acanthias
Non- Pterois miles
indigenous
species Lagocephalus sceleratus
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Terms of Reference of the Working Group on Marine Protected Areas (\WGMPA)

Review the state of FRAs in the Mediterranean and Black Sea, including an assessment of the
state of the ecosystem and human dimension and assess the benefits of FRAs for protection
and recovery of endangered /overexploited stocks in the GFCM area

Identify potential new FRAS, including both ecosystem and socioeconomic analysis and
identification of needs for a formal protection proposal.

Review of the state of implementation of Resolution GFCM/41/2017/5 on a network of EFH,
including advances on the implementation of the roadmap proposed by the SAC

Advise the sac on any EFH/VVME related matters and coordinate the elaboration of
management tools (including future protocols)

Terms of Reference of consultant(s) on selectivity and fishing technology within
the remit of the WGFiT

In liaison with the chairperson of WGFiT, as well as with the network of experts associated with the
WG, the consultant(s) shall:

1.

Assess and evaluate the information already available on fishing technology by country,
including the results of previous projects

Analyse GFCM decisions related to selectivity and fishing technology

Develop a medium-term (3-4 years) program of work towards defining a clear research
program to address GFCM priorities in relation to fishing technology and selectivity

Develop and advance on a pilot project on the study of selectivity in the central Mediterranean
(Gulf of Gabes), following the ToRs provided by the 42nd Session of the GFCM

Terms of reference for a pilot project on selective trawl fisheries in the Gulf of Gabés

A. The 41% session of the GFCM Commission agreed on setting up a permanent Working Group on
Fisheries Technology (WGFiT). The 42" session of the GFCM Commission noted that fisheries
selectivity may be improved through making fishing gears more selective, in particular trawls.

B. In addition to the long term objectives and Terms of Reference agreed for WGFiT, the 42" session
of the GFCM Commission agreed on setting up a pilot project aiming at proposing concrete
recommendations to increase the selectivity of trawl fisheries targeting hake and deep-sea rose
shrimp in the Gulf of Gabeés.

C. Itis noted that information and operational results are already available to help provide such advice:

- technical trials and studies on gear selectivity

- studies on the socio-economic effects of implementing such selective gears
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D. The European Union agreed to provide the results of the studies conducted in the framework of
Minouw, DiscardLess and other studies conducted in the framework of the EU structural and
research funds for fisheries. The other CPCs concerned also agreed to provide the results of relevant
studies.

E. The 42" session of the GFCM Commission concurred on the necessity to involve all the CPCs
concerned by trawling activities taking place in the Gulf of Gabés and more generally, to involve
all the CPCs willing to cooperate on this pilot project. The 42™ session also agreed that it would
desirable to duplicate this pilot project in other areas of the Mediterranean, in due time and as
appropriate.

The pilot project shall unfold as follows:

1. A qualified fisheries technology expert with relevant experience in Mediterranean fisheries
shall be recruited as soon as possible in 2019 to conduct the pilot project.

2. The first task of the expert shall be to compile the information and the operational results
referred to in point C and D.

3. With the assistance of the GFCM Secretariat, the expert shall prepare a report focussing on
concrete recommendations to improve the selectivity of the trawl fisheries operating in the Gulf
of Gabés, taking into account the specificities and the socio-economic structure of such fleets.

4. The expert shall present its report and recommendations to the 2019 annual session of the SAC.

Upon assessment of the report, the SAC may issue recommendations to the 43" session of the
Commission.
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