
ANNUAL 
FAO MOZAMBIQUE 2018

REPORT





Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations
Maputo, 2019

ANNUAL 
FAO MOZAMBIQUE 2018

REPORT



Required citation:
FAO. 2019. FAO Mozambique Annual Report 2018. Maputo.  

The designations employed and the presentation of material in this information product do not imply the expression of 
any opinion whatsoever on the part of the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations (FAO) concerning 
the legal or development status of any country, territory, city or area or of its authorities, or concerning the delimitation 
of its frontiers or boundaries. The mention of specific companies or products of manufacturers, whether or not these 
have been patented, does not imply that these have been endorsed or recommended by FAO in preference to others 
of a similar nature that are not mentioned.

The views expressed in this information product are those of the author(s) and do not necessarily reflect the views or 
policies of FAO. 

© FAO, 2019

 

Some rights reserved. This work is made available under the Creative Commons Attribution-NonCommercial-ShareAlike 
3.0 IGO licence (CC BY-NC-SA 3.0 IGO; https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/3.0/igo/legalcode). 

Under the terms of this licence, this work may be copied, redistributed and adapted for non-commercial purposes, 
provided that the work is appropriately cited. In any use of this work, there should be no suggestion that FAO endorses 
any specific organization, products or services. The use of the FAO logo is not permitted. If the work is adapted, then 
it must be licensed under the same or equivalent Creative Commons licence. If a translation of this work is created, it 
must include the following disclaimer along with the required citation: “This translation was not created by the Food 
and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations (FAO). FAO is not responsible for the content or accuracy of this 
translation. The original [Language] edition shall be the authoritative edition.”

Disputes arising under the licence that cannot be settled amicably will be resolved by mediation and arbitration as 
described in Article 8 of the licence except as otherwise provided herein. The applicable mediation rules will be the 
mediation rules of the World Intellectual Property Organization http://www.wipo.int/amc/en/mediation/rules and 
any arbitration will be conducted in accordance with the Arbitration Rules of the United Nations Commission on 
International Trade Law (UNCITRAL).

Third-party materials. Users wishing to reuse material from this work that is attributed to a third party, such as tables, 
figures or images, are responsible for determining whether permission is needed for that reuse and for obtaining 
permission from the copyright holder. The risk of claims resulting from infringement of any third-party-owned component 
in the work rests solely with the user.

Sales, rights and licensing. FAO information products are available on the FAO website (www.fao.org/publications) and 
can be purchased through publications-sales@fao.org. Requests for commercial use should be submitted via: www.
fao.org/contact-us/licence-request. Queries regarding rights and licensing should be submitted to: copyright@fao.org.

Cover photograph: © FAO
Woman in a farm.



CONTENTS

 
Maize multiplication field in 
Nampula Province.

©FAO/Telcinia dos Santos 

Foreword by FAO Representative in Mozambique ................................................. iv
Towards Zero Hunger. FAO Priorities in Mozambique ........................................... 1
2018 key achievements ............................................................................................... 2
FAO resource partners during 2018 .......................................................................... 3
Priority area A. Improve value chains for food and nutrition security ................ 4
Priority area B. Ensure sustainable management of natural resources .......... 14
Priority area C. Increase the resilience of livelihoods to climate change,
threats and crisis ........................................................................................................ 16
 



FOREWORD BY 
FAO REPRESENTATIVE 
IN MOZAMBIQUE
I am pleased to present the Food and Agriculture Organization 
of the United Nations (FAO) Mozambique Annual Report for 
2018. This report outlines the main results achieved through the 
work of the Organization during the year and showcases the 
developments made towards the attainment of better nutrition 
and food security in the country.
 
2018 marks the third year of implementation of the Country 
Programming Framework (2016-2020), which sets the goals and 
targets for FAO in Mozambique. During this period, important 
progress has been achieved in particular through our nutrition 
education programmes, and the capacity development of 
farmers through the Farmer Field Schools.
 
Despite the advances made, the number of malnourished people 
in Mozambique continues to be unacceptable. Thus, I would like 
to take this opportunity to renew FAO´s commitment to continue 
bringing expertise, innovation, and technologies to strengthen 
the agricultural sector, and to build strategic partnerships to 
accelerate the impact of our interventions in Mozambique. 

Likewise, I would like to thank the Government of Mozambique as 
well as our partners and donors for their important contribution 
and collaboration. Without them, we would not be able to 
achieve all these results.

Sincerely,

OLMAN SERRANO
FAO Representative in Mozambique

iv

 
A woman watering her field 
in Gondola District, Manica 
Province.
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TOWARDS ZERO HUNGER

FAO works closely with the Government of Mozambique to improve nutrition and eradicate hunger in the country by 
providing support in three priority areas described in the Country Programming Framework (CPF) 2016-2020.

FAO PRIORITIES IN MOZAMBIQUE

FAO assists the Government of 
Mozambique in creating evidence-
based and gender-responsive policies 
for improved food and nutrition 
security. The purpose is that producers 
have the knowledge, capacity and 
means to engage in the sustainable 
production of nutritious and safe food 
for their own consumption as well 
as markets. FAO’s efforts towards a 
more inclusive value chain are based 
in equitable access to resources and 
social protection aspects, to improve 
access to markets and increase 
income levels for women and men.

FAO supports good governance 
of natural resources and the 
environment and aims to enhance 
transparency, inclusiveness and gender 
sensitiveness. FAO also contributes 
to develop capacities to design and 
implement evidence-based policies 
and investments while introducing 
and disseminating best practices on 
sustainable management of natural 
resources and the environment.

FAO supports the Government of 
Mozambique to build resilience to 
disasters and enhance adaptation to 
climate change among communities 
and institutions. This entails improving 
coordination mechanisms for 
information management for disaster 
risk reduction and response to crisis, 
enhancing the use of technologies and 
practices, and promoting sustainable 
practices in agriculture, forestry and 
fisheries.

A. IMPROVE SELECTED VALUE 

CHAINS FOR FOOD AND 

NUTRITION SECURITY

B. ENSURE TRANSPARENT AND 

SUSTAINABLE MANAGEMENT OF 

NATURAL RESOURCES AND THE 

ENVIRONMENT

C. INCREASE THE RESILIENCE 

OF LIVELIHOODS TO CLIMATE 

CHANGE, THREATS AND CRISIS

 
A Government extension 
worker and a farmer in a 
maize multiplication field 
established by FAO in 
Nampula Province.
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2018 KEY ACHIEVEMENTS

 9 FAO led the elaboration and approval of the Farmer Field School (FFS) National Action Plan which 
will contribute to consolidate and expand the FFS methodology in the country. 

 9 FAO conducted the analysis of Public Expenditures on the agriculture sector (2009-2016) to help 
informed decision-making on agricultural and food policies.

 9 The Organization is supporting the development of key policy frameworks to improve natural 
resource governance and nutrition. 

Technical and policy support

 9 9 200 farmers continued benefitting from capacity development on sustainable and locally 
adapted practices through the Farmer Field Schools (FFS). 

 9 298 extension officers and 277 farmers were trained as FFS facilitators, and 30 extension officers 
as master trainers.

Capacity development on agriculture

 9 FAO e-voucher programme benefitted 23 000 farmers through quality agriculture inputs. 
 9 A 45% increase of the average production was registered following this intervention, which also 

contributed to expand and improve the agro dealers’ network.

Production and value chain development

 9 Over 31 000 mothers, 9 000 FFS members, and 281 members of the natural resource management 
committees received nutrition education and social behavior change communication.

 9 700 primary school teachers and over 50 000 primary school pupils were trained on nutrition 
education.

Improved nutrition

 9 FAO supported the preparation of Mozambique National Determined Contribution setting key 
climate actions to achieve the goals of the Paris Agreement.

 9 5 Integrated Food Security Phase Classification analysis were conducted allowing to classify the 
severity and magnitude of the food insecurity and malnutrition situation and identifying its key 
drivers.

 9 8 000 producers were trained on climate change adaptation practices.

Climate change adaptation and resilience 

 9 Chicken mortality rates in the provinces of Gaza, Sofala, Manica, Tete, Zambézia and Nampula 
reduced from 90% to 10% due to capacity building and vaccination campaigns.

Animal health



FAO RESOURCE PARTNERS IN 2018

 � Austrian Development Agency 
(ADA) 

 � Belgian Fund for Food Security 
(BFFS)

 � Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation
 � Brazilian Cooperation Agency 

(ABC)
 � European Union (EU) 
 � International Fund for 

Agricultural Development (IFAD)

 � Global Environment Facility (GEF)
 � Government of Finland 
 � Government of Flanders
 � Government of France 
 � Government of Germany
 � Government of Mozambique 
 � Government of Spain
 � Government of Sweden

 � Government of the Netherlands
 � Government of the United 

Kingdom
 � The Bureau of Population, 

Refugees, and Migration of the 
U.S. State Department (PRM)

 � The Office of U.S. Foreign Disaster 
Assistance (OFDA)

 � United States Agency for 
International Development (USAID)

 

Farmer Field School (FFS) group 
from Nampula and Zambézia 
exchange experiences on good 
agricultural practices.

©FAO/Telcinia dos Santos 
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Providing technical, policy and financial support

• During 2018, FAO Mozambique continued to provide 
technical, policy and financial support on food and nutrition 
security to Government institutions, particularly the Ministry 
of Agriculture and Food Security (MASA).

• FAO participated in the formulation of the new National 
Strategy for Food Security and Nutrition (ESAN III), which is 
currently in its preparation phase. The ESAN III will provide 
an overarching framework that guides food security and 
nutrition strategies, policies and actions at country level for 
the period 2020 to 2030.

• Together with other stakeholders and UN Agencies, FAO 
participated in the review of the Multi-sectoral Plan for the 
Reduction of Chronic Malnutrition (PAMRDC 2011-

Monitoring and assessing trends and impacts 
of food security policies

• FAO conducted the analysis of price incentives for 8 
selected commodities, namely rice, maize, cassava, cotton, 
cashew nut, sesame, chicken and fertilizer, and finalized the 
analysis of the Public Expenditure (PE) on the agricultural 
sector for the years 2009-2016. This information helps policy 
makers to make better-informed decisions on agricultural 
and food policies such as detecting the areas that aid and 
PE should target to address critical needs while getting the 
highest potential returns.

PRIORITY AREA A
IMPROVE VALUE CHAINS FOR FOOD AND 
AND NUTRITION SECURITY

OUTPUT I: BETTER PROGRAMMES, POLICIES AND INVESTMENTS

FAO provides support to the Government and other stakeholders to strengthen their capacity to design 
and implement evidence-based and gender-responsive agriculture and food and nutrition security related 
policies, programmes and investments.

 
A woman selling tomatoes at 
the local market. 

©FAO 

2015/20). The PAMRDC is a national framework of policies
aiming to accelerate the reduction of chronic malnutrition 
in children under five, from 44% in 2008 to 30% in 2015 
and 20% in 2020. 
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A farmer shares her 
experience during a Farmer 
Field School on good 
agricultural practices in 
Nampula Province.

©FAO/Telcinia dos Santos 

Enhancing data collection and registration of farmers

• FAO designed a web-based registration system for the mapping of family farming. This tool allows the collection of 
a wide range of critical information such as the features of a household, its access to social protection schemes, type of 
farming used, inputs, production and income. The idea is that the system would make available comprehensive quality data. 
One of the added values of having this data is that it allows extension service providers to have a clear overview of their 
outreach coverage and related gaps.

Strengthening of the National Agricultural and Extension System in Mozambique

• FAO provided technical assistance to the National Agricultural Investment Plan (NAIP). In addition, FAO will provide the 
Government with an operational roadmap for the implementation of the recommended priority strategic-level actions and 
the action plan for the 21 programmes identified during NAIP’s two-year extension period (2018-2019).

• FAO provided technical and financial support to the MASA, specifically to the National Directorate for Agricultural 
Extension (DNEA) for the elaboration and approval of the Farmer Field School (FFS) National Action Plan. This plan will 
contribute to consolidate and expand the Farmer Field School methodology in Mozambique and will be the basis for the 
FFS implementation in the country.
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Capacity development through the Farmer 
Field School methodology

• FAO enhanced the capacity of the Ministry of Agriculture 
and Food Security (MASA) to provide quality agriculture 
extension services thorugh the Farmer Field School (FFS) 
and Pastoralist Field School (PFS) methodologies. During 
2018, 30 extension agents qualified as Masters Trainers 
in a 3-month training, 575 FFS facilitators, including 298 
extension officers and 277 farmer, were trained, and 376 
new groups were established in the provinces of Gaza, 
Sofala, Manica, Tete, Nampula and Zambézia.

The training of extension officers as master trainers 
supports the consolidation and expansion of the FFS and 
PFS methodologies in the country, as their role is to prepare 
facilitators in field-based programmes complementing 
practice with theory. In addition, 159 trainees developed 
action plans to improve their agricultural practices and 
received learning tool kits and stationary material to 
operationalize their work. 

OUTPUT II: ENABLING SUSTAINABLE PRODUCTION TECHNIQUES

FAO enhances the capacities of producers in the agriculture and fisheries sector to adopt sustainable 
production techniques for own consumption and improved market participation.

 9 388 Farmer Field Schools and 38 Pastoralist Field 

Schools established in Gaza, Sofala, Manica, 

Tete, Nampula and Zambézia.

 9 9 200 (57% women) farmers trained.

 9 8 Demonstration plots established.

 9 63 refugees assisted with poultry rearing.

 9 174 refugees assisted with horticultural production.

 9 237 refugees supported.    

Increasing production capacity of smallholder 
farmers

• FAO contributed to increase the production capacity of 
smallholder farmers and strengthen local seed systems. 7.9 
tonnes of pre-basic seed and 57.3 tonnes of basic seed of 
cereals and legumes were produced for the use of small 
seed producers and seed companies in Sofala, Manica, Tete, 
Zambézia and Nampula. FAO´s interventions also supported 
groups of small seed producers through FFS and associations 
in Zambézia province. The Organization provided technical 
assistance for the provision of basic seeds for multiplication, 
training of producers on seed business (88 producers), 
exchange visits and seed fairs. As a result, 58 tonnes of seeds 
of maize, rice, cowpea, common bean and pigeon pea were 
produced and sold mostly within the communities.

Fostering sustainable, equitable and 
environmentally responsible aquaculture

•  In the fisheries and aquaculture sector, FAO contributed 
to strengthen the capacities of the Ministry of Sea, 
Interior Waters and Fisheries (MIMAIP), the private 
sector and farmers. The different actors were trained on 
important aspects of fisheries and aquaculture, including 
feed production and management. The initial results of this 
initiative include the adoption of good practices for fish 
production and management, and improved quality feed, 
which may increase the overall production and productivity 
of farmers.

 
 9 61 technicians (58 from the Institute for 

Development of Fisheries and Aquaculture 

(IDEPA) and 3 from the private sector) trained.

 9 126 farmers, 70 belonging to associations, 

trained on key issues related to fisheries and 

aquaculture, including feed production and 

management.

Providing refugees with livelihood opportunities
 
• FAO works in partnership with the Government of 
Mozambique to improve the lives of around 9 000 refugees 
living in Matarane Refugee Camp and surrounding 
communities in Nampula province. In 2018, FAO provided 
support to strengthen refugees’ livelihoods through the 
distribution of inputs and income generation activities 
that enabled them to earn income through agriculture 
and livestock related activities. To support poultry rearing 
activities, a partnership with a private supplier was facilitated 
and resulted in improved quality and production capacity.
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Farmer Field Schools (FFS) and Pastoralist Field Schools (PFS) bring together a group of farmers, livestock 
herders or fisher folks, to learn on how to shift towards more sustainable production practices. Normally, 
FFS or PFS groups meet regularly during a production cycle, setting up experimentation and engaging 
in hands-on learning to improve skills and knowledge that will help adapt practices to their specific 
context. FFS and PFS empower individuals and groups to move towards more sustainable practices and 
improved livelihoods.

Farmer Field School methodology

 A session of a Farmer 
Field School.

©FAO



8

Responding to the Fall Armyworm 

During 2018, FAO continued to support the Government of Mozambique in the prevention, early warning, and effective 
response to FAW through several actions:

a. The organization of an international seminar aimed at discussing experiences, best practices and research on sustainable 
management of the FAW. Its main outcome was a set of recommendations related to research and development, the 
support of extension agents and the establishment of the FAW Monitoring and Early Warning System (FAMEWS) in the 
country. FAMEWS is a monitoring and education tool that feeds several platforms used to make decisions about FAW. 
Data are inputted via an app for smartphones, which provide exact locations of the source of the information, as well as 
valuable insights on pest behavior and management. 

b. A National Task Force on FAW was established in order to ensure good coordination of immediate actions and services, 
and maximum efficiency in the response at local and national levels. In addition, FAO developed and strengthened the 
capacities of the Ministry of Agriculture and Food Security and of farmers to sustainably manage FAW, as well as to 
monitor and scout the status of the pest using FAMEWS. 

 

 ©FAO 

 9 115 Smartphones, lures and pheromones 

distributed to monitor FAW during the 

agricultural campaign.

 9 14 demonstrations on pest and diseases control 

established in Gaza province.

 9 225 people trained in FAW management, 

including National Plant Protection Officers 

(NPPO), master trainers and seed multipliers.

 9 135 of these 255 people, trained in the use of the 

FAMEWS application.

The Fall Armyworm (FAW) is a pest that feeds on more than 80 plant species and affects important 
cultivated cereals such as maize, rice, sorghum, and also vegetable crops and cotton. In Mozambique, its 
occurrence was confirmed in 2017, and it has caused considerable damage to crops including maize, the 
most important food crop for millions of rural families in the country. 

Fall Armyworm
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In Mozambique, fish productivity has been declining over the 
last decade mainly due to high costs of inputs, poor production 
techniques, limited extension services, poor market access, and 
limited application of technology and innovation. FAO works 
to develop the aquaculture sector with a focus on increasing 
farm productivity, fish production, value addition, incomes and 
employment along the aquaculture value chain.

Jeremias Agapito is one of FAO´s beneficiaries. He has been 
leading a fish farm for eight years, and given that he had 
experience also in agriculture, he wanted to attempt an 
integrated approach combining fish farming while incorporating 
the feeding of fish with the production of agricultural products.

This experiment transformed into a company called 
“Piagropecus,” and is already generating income and 
employing ten individuals. Upon request of the Government of 
Mozambique, FAO supported this initiative under a technical 
cooperation project aimed at increasing production by 
improving technical skills and equipment. 

FAO experts implemented a thorough capacity-building 
program targeted at producers with the potential to develop 
commercially viable aquaculture enterprises. Through it, 
Piagropecus technicians learnt and improved their aquaculture 
techniques and business skills, including breeding, grow-out, 
green water culture, feed management, and farm management.

“I have attended various training courses through FAO and 
improved my knowledge. This combined with on-farm support, 
really helped me to improve my farm on various technical 
aspects and also in operational procedures”, Agapito said. 
“With this support I was able to start fish farming as a business”, 
he added.

BENEFICIARIES 
STORIES

 
Woman practicing 
aquaculture in 
Piagropecus fish farm.

©FAO/Telcinia dos Santos 

SUPPORTING AQUACULTURE
ENTREPRENEURS
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OUTPUT III: SUPPORTING THE PUBLIC 
SECTOR AND PROVIDING SERVICES

FAO supports public sector institutions to improve 
their capacity to design and implement better 
strategies and regulatory frameworks, and to 
provide public services related to plant and animal 
health, and food safety and quality.

Increasing production through e-voucher 
programmes

• In 2015, FAO launched an electronic voucher scheme 
to improve farmers’ access to agricultural inputs and 
improve the distribution of quality agricultural products 
through the involvement of agro-dealers. This programme 
supports small emerging farmers and subsistence farmers 
with special attention to rural women and women headed 
households. 

The e-voucher program comprises two different packages: 
package A, suitable for subsistence farmers and package 
B devised for emerging farmers. In package A, farmers pay 
25% of the input costs and have access to a smaller range 
of inputs. In 2018, a thousand farmers upgraded from the 
subsistence to the emerging package where they contribute 
42% to the cost of inputs and have access to a wider set 
of goods, including several kinds of seeds, fertilizers, and 
insecticides. 

Overall, farmers improved access to agriculture inputs, 
including improved seeds, fertilizers and insecticides for 
seed conservation. In parallel, thanks to the improvement 
of agro-dealers networks, local economy expanded and the 
supply of inputs increased, which allowed to upscale the 
e-voucher program in the targeted districts.  

 9 3 vaccination campaigns conducted benefitting  

109 937 households in the provinces of Gaza, 

Sofala, Manica, Tete, Zambézia and Nampula.

 9 80 community vaccinators trained and equipped.

 9 Chicken mortality rates reduced from 90% to less 

than 10% in the areas of intervention.

OUTPUT IV: TOWARDS MORE 
EQUITABLE, INCLUSIVE, EFFICIENT 
AND SUSTAINABLE AGRI-FOOD CHAINS

FAO provides value chain actors with technical 
support to promote equitable, inclusive, efficient 
and sustainable agri-food chains.

Animal health

• FAO strengthened the capacities of the Ministry of 
Agriculture and Food Security concerning animal health, 
with a particular focus on the Newcastle disease (ND). ND 
is one of the most important viral diseases that affect 
chicken, causing devastating losses in both commercial and 
village chickens. Reducing losses of large numbers of village 
chickens to this disease is an essential step to improving the 
productivity of producers and secure livelihoods. 

FAO provided support to the District Services of Economic 
Activities (SDAE) and the Provincial Directorates of Agriculture 
and Food Security (DPASA) for the planning and monitoring 
of vaccination campaigns, including data collection and 
analysis. In addition, FAO completed the construction of an 
aviary for production of vaccines to prevent ND.

 
A chicken being vaccinated  
against Newcastle disease.

©FAO 
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Promoting safe grain storage

• FAO built 734 Gorongosa Silos in Sofala, Manica, Tete, 
Zambézia and Nampula with the objective of improving 
grain storage of corn and beans. FAO conducted 
demonstrations on how to manage the silos, including 
practices and techniques on pest control. Despite the 
logistic challenges related to the Silos construction, these 
household level infrastructures proved to be hermetic and 
effective in grain conservation at an affordable cost for the 
farmers. It also promotes local economy as materials and 
artisans are available locally. 

 9 FAO e-voucher programme benefitted 23 000 

farmers through quality agriculture inputs. 

 9 A 45% increase of the average production was 

registered following this intervention, which also 

contributed to expand and improve the agro 

dealers’ network.

 9 Beneficiary farmers now use a more diversified 

cropping system. 

Enhancing the cassava value chain

• FAO enhanced the cassava value chain in Gaza Province 
through capacity development aimed at increasing access 
to cassava cuttings and improving production and agro-
processing. As a result, communities are now familiar with 
this recently introduced crop and farmers are able to 
produce and commercialize cassava by-products, including 
rale. In fact, after the intervention sales in the local market 
have increased. Additionally, producers have the opportunity 
to discuss constrains and solutions in relation to the cassava 
value chain through the two platforms established in 2017 
with the support of FAO. 

 9 734 Gorongosa Silos built in Sofala, Manica, Tete, 

Zambézia and Nampula. Each silo is used by one 

household enabling family farmers to preserve 

corn and beans.

 9 752 producers (59% women) trained on improved 

practices to produce cassava.

 9 740 farmers accessed quality cassava cuttings. 

 9 2 platforms established and used to discuss issues 

related to the cassava value chain.

 9 156 farmers (98% women) are able to produce 

and commercialize cassava by-products.

 A couple of agro dealers in 
Nampula province selling 
improved seeds under 
e-voucher programme.

©FAO/Telcinia dos Santos 
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OUTPUT V: IMPROVING NUTRITION

FAO supports institutions and communities to 
acquire knowledge to transmit and adopt appropriate 
practices and behaviors to improve nutrition.

Improving nutrition through care group mothers

• In Mozambique, almost one in every two children under 
the age of five suffers from chronic undernutrition, and an 
estimated 45 percent of deaths in this age group are linked to 
malnutrition. In addition, with the main diet in Mozambique 
consisting on cassava and maize – staples with low protein - 
the supply of micronutrient-rich food such as fruit, legumes, 
milk and animal protein is significantly below recommended 
levels.

FAO has been working on a five-year programme, running 
from 2013 to 2019, to address the underlying causes of 
malnutrition through nutrition education and communication 
for behaviour change integrated with home gardens. 

The initiative targets primarily women of childbearing age 
at community level, who organize in “Mother Care Groups”. 
Using a behavior change approach, these care groups 
conduct weekly training sessions for vulnerable women, 
having reached over 31 000 mothers in 7 districts with regular 
education sessions at community level. Training sessions 
include cooking demonstrations aimed at promoting 
diversified diets and enriched porridges for children using 
locally produced foods. 

• During 2018, FAO developed training and education 
materials to build the capacities of partners in relation to 
healthy eating habits and child feeding. At community level, 
these materials are used in educational activities and to 
promote the teaching of food and nutrition issues under the 
primary school curricula. 

In Manica, Sofala and Zambézia, FAO continued working 
directly with 7 Community Based Organizations who 
have been supported to develop and implement training 
programmes on nutrition and home gardens for 70 
community level promotors and 2 800 care group mothers 
as well as district level technical staff from the sectors of 
agriculture, health and education. 

 9 Over 31 000 mothers, 50 000 primary school 

pupils, 9 000 FFS members, and 281 members of 

the natural resource management committees 

received nutrition education.

 
Care mothers from FAO´s 
nutrition programme.

©FAO/Telcinia dos Santos 
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BENEFICIARIES STORIES 
ENSURING HEALTHY RURAL COMMUNITIES
Fina Alfonso is a young mother with a three-year-old daughter who was showing signs of respiratory difficulties and was not 
growing well. Fina was treating her daughter with traditional medicine and when she showed no sign of improvement, Fina 
brought her sick child to one of the nutrition education and behaviour change communication sessions. The group leader, 
Julieta Domingos, Care Group Mother “Mãe Cuidadora”, and also a member of the farmer field school in her area since 
2015, convinced Fina to take the child to the medical clinic where she was diagnosed and treated for asthma. 

Taking Fina under her wing, Julieta also taught her how to prepare enriched porridge using locally produced food and 
showed her feeding practices learned at the project. After four months, Fina’s daughter showed signs of improvement and 
one year later the child is well recovered and growing. 

“The community members now respect me and come to me for advice on nutrition and child health,” Julieta said. “Thanks 
to the support of FAO and the European Union, we see a lot of difference in the knowledge and capacity of women in rural 
communities and an improvement in their health.” 

 
Care mothers during a cooking 
demonstration on FAO´s 
nutrition programme.

©FAO/Telcinia dos Santos 
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PRIORITY AREA B
ENSURE SUSTAINABLE MANAGEMENT OF 
NATURAL RESOURCES

OUTPUT I:  PROMOTING GOOD GOVERNANCE AND EVIDENCED-BASED POLICIES

FAO supports the improvement of governance, design and implementation of evidence-based policies and 
investments on environment and natural resources – land, water, forestry and fisheries - in a transparent, 
inclusive and gender sensitive manner.

Resulting from the 2017 EU-FLEGT call for proposals, a 
letter of agreement was signed in October 2018 with the 
private sector institution, Mozambican Association of 
Timber Operators. This project aims at improving forest 
governance by strengthening private sector representation 
in Mozambique. 

Reducing national emissions and adapting to 
climate change

• FAO supported the formulation and approval of the first 
Mozambique National Determined Contribution (NDC). The 
document outlines efforts to reduce national emissions and 
adapt to the impacts of climate change. The Government 
launched the NDC in 2018 and submitted it to the United 
Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change as 
required by the Paris Agreement. FAO is actively contributing 
to the coordination of NDC actions in the country.

Ensuring sustainable forest management and 
governance

• In Mozambique, forests cover about half of the total area 
of the country. FAO works to improve governance in the 
forest sector contributing to poverty reduction and the 
sustainable management of forest resources. To this end, 
FAO is in the process of developing the National Forest 
Program (NFP), the Forest Concessions Framework and 
Forest Information System, and is assessing the capacity 
needs of the forestry sector. These actions aim at ensuring 
that the development of the forestry sector is conducted in 
an integrated and coherent manner. The results obtained 
will inform the implementation of the Mozambican Forest 
Investment Program (MozFIP).

• In 2018, the third phase of the FAO-EU FLEGT Programme 
launched a call for proposals to governmental institutions, 
civil society and private sector organizations engaged in 
forest activities. 4 out of the 36 proposals received were 
recommended for approval. 

 9 The first Mozambique National Determined 

Contribution (NDC) formulated and approved.

 Landscape near Mocuba town 
in Zambezia. 

©FAO 
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OUTPUT II: ENHANCING SUSTAINABLE RESOURCE MANAGEMENT PRACTICES

FAO ensures that Government institutions and rural communities enhance their capacities to implement 
best practices on sustainable management of natural resources and the environment.

Developing the capacities of the Natural 
Resources Management Committees

FAO trained 21 Community Based Natural Resources 
Committees (CBNRC) in Gaza province to ensure that 20% 
of the tax revenue derived from the exploitation of forest 
or wildlife resources is reinvested transparently at local 
level. As a result, CBNRMC are now accessing 20% of funds 
derived from logging and are conducting surveillance to 
assure that forest operators comply with the indicators of 
their licenses and for fire control. 

In addition, FAO is collaborating with the local academic 
institution, Instituto Superior Politécnico de Gaza to conduct 
the forest inventory and its management plan.

 9 21 Community Based Natural Resources 

Committees (809 members, 67% women) in Gaza 

province strengthened their capacities. 

 9 The management of natural resources through 

the Farmer Field School methodology allowed the 

creation of groups to promote diversified sources 

of income.

A healthy ecosystem provides a variety of crucial services for public goods, such as clean water, nutrient 
cycling, climate regulation and food security services that contribute to human well-being. Yet today, many 
ecosystems are in decline, which seriously affects agriculture and food production. PES is an economic 
instrument designed to provide positive incentives to users of agricultural land and those involved in 
coastal or marine management. 

Payment for ecosystem services (PES)

Protecting natural resources through PES

• In 2018, FAO conducted a situation assessment aimed 
at designing and implementing a national PES mechanism, 
while developing institutional capacities. This assessment 
allowed getting a sound understanding of the situation of the 
Natural Resources Management Committees (NRMC) and 
local communities in the target districts. Based on these and 
other findings, FAO outlined the capacity development needs 
assessment of the NRMC and developed a strategy on PES/
income generating activities for the local communities which 
will be finalized and implemented during 2019. 

Management of risky pesticides

• FAO continues to work to reduce the risk to public health 
and the environment posed by poor pesticide and obsolete 
pesticide management. To this end, FAO improved the 
capacity of government technicians and farmers on pesticide 
handling, management and removal. Moreover in 2018, 
284 tonnes of obsolete pesticides (OP) were disposed and 
other 70 tonnes identified and collected. The Government of 
Mozambique and FAO continue resource mobilization efforts 
to dispose those additional OP.

 9 284 tonnes of obsolete pesticides disposed.

 9 142 technicians from Government institutions and 

127 farmers were trained on pesticide use.
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PRIORITY AREA C
INCREASE THE RESILIENCE OF LIVELIHOODS 
TO CLIMATE CHANGE, THREATS AND CRISIS

Evidence and standards for better food security 
and nutrition

• The Integrated Food Security Phase Classification (IPC) is 
a global system for classifying the severity and magnitude 
of the food insecurity and malnutrition situation and 
identifying its key drivers. During 2018, FAO conducted 5 
IPC analysis, whose results were published in 4 reports. The 
analysis conducted identifies critical areas of intervention 
related to food security and nutrition that help the 
Government and its partners in promoting evidence-based 
decision making. This work was conducted in partnership 
with the Technical Secretariat for Food and Nutrition 
Security (SETSAN) and other partners, and with support 
from the IPC Global Support Unit (GSU).

Food Security Cluster Coordination

• FAO continues to co-chair the Food Security Cluster with 
the World Food Programme (WFP) and effectively supports 
the coordination of Cluster members in terms of planning 
and response. In 2018, the food security situation was 
monitored through monthly meetings and the conduction 
of 2 vulnerability assessments in drought affected areas. 
Additionally, FAO and the members of the cluster prepared 
a response plan that contributes to the Government 
contingency plan for drought and floods for the 2018-19 
agricultural campaign.

OUTPUT I: IMPROVING INFORMATION MANAGEMENT ON DISASTER RISK 
REDUCTION AND RESPONSE TO CRISIS

FAO works with the Government of Mozambique to enhance information and coordinate the response to 
crisis and shocks.

 
Corn damaged by floods. 

©FAO/Telcinia dos Santos  
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A farmer showing dried 
vegetables.

©FAO    

OUTPUT II: BUILDING RESILIENCE AND ADAPTING TO CLIMATE CHANGE

FAO works with communities, government, and civil society to build resilience and increase their capacity 
to adapt to climate change.

Capacity development and technologies to 
adapt to climate change

• In 2018, FAO continued upscaling the capacities of farmers 
and state actors to adopt technologies and practices for 
climate change adaptation. Technologies can help farmers 
to make practical agricultural decisions in the context of 
the increased variability of weather patterns caused by 
climate change. In this context, FAO conducted the following 
capacity development interventions: 

 9 302 facilitators and 223 extension officers and 
radio facilitators were trained on how to send 
recommendations on the crop calendar to the Agromet 
Unit of the National Institute of Meteorology through 
Short Messaging Service (SMS). 

 9 53 extension officers and 376 farmers trained in 

improved agricultural practices.

 9 30 extension officers trained on seed multiplication, 

management of community seed banks and 

conservation agriculture. 

 9 15 technicians and 300 farmers (211 women) 

trained on agro processing of cassava, fruits, sweet 

potato, tomato and cabbage.

 9 More than 320 FFS introduced CA practices, 

benefiting 8 000 producers directly and 40 000 

people indirectly. 

Improving the agricultural practices of farmers 

• FAO contributed to increase the knowledge and skills of 
farmers on Conservation Agriculture (CA), which includes 
crop production diversification, use of drought and disease 
tolerant crops, use of short cycle and high-yielding varieties, 
water conservation and harvesting and post-harvest 
techniques in the context of climate change.

• In partnership with the Agricultural Research Institute 
of Mozambique, FAO established 2 hectares of pre-
basic seed multiplication for maize and beans. 40 800 
cassava cuttings and 1  530 Kg of sweet potato vines 
were distributed to FFS members coupled with technical 
support. Moreover, FAO identified and demarcated an area 
of 4ha for horticultural production to engage 40 families 
during the 2018-2019 agricultural season.
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Diversifying farmers’ income to increase their resilience

• FAO helps farmers diversify their income to ehance their economic stability and resilience. In Gaza province, FAO established 
a local company to multiply and produce drought-resistant local chickens, benefitting 40 women. Moreover, FAO provided 
 1 500 chicks and kits for poultry production to an association of 30 families that had recently rehabilitated an aviary with 
their own means. The association started the business and after raising and selling the 1 500 chicks, they reinvested the 
funds in poultry production. 

• FAO trained 120 FFS members (80 women) from Gaza, Sofala, Manica and Tete provinces on credit and savings, an activity 
that is contributing to small private investments at household level.

• FAO supported the first national contest for the identification of technologies and best practices on horticulture 
production and processing to promote and encourage innovation in the country. 73 proposals were submitted. The 3 winners 
presented a manual horticulture seeder made from recycled material, an organic plant against pests and an extractor of 
an acid derived from burning wood and used as fertilizer and to control plagues. FAO will support the winners to link their 
innovations with research institutions to further generate and share knowledge, and will support them to interact with the 
private sector to explore possibilities of commercialization. 

 9 324 FFS facilitators - both technicians and farmers - were trained and 88 refreshed their knowledge on the climate 
change adaptation strategies.

 9 200 technicians from the District Services of Economic Activities (SDAE), community radios, District Services of Planning 
and Infrastructure and farmers learned to interpret agrometeorological bulletins.

• FAO embarked in the preparation of an agro climatic atlas using data from 20 meteorological stations from the last 30-
year period. This tool serves to present climatic information of importance to agriculture and to make that information easily 
available to farmers, state actors and other stakeholders. Two technicians from the National Institute of Meteorology INAM 
were trained on Climate Systems Analysis at the University of Cape Town in South Africa.

 
Farmers from a Farmer 
Field School working 
together. 

©FAO/Telcinia dos Santos  
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