
Forests and woodlands in the United Republic of Tanzania play 
an important role in the economy and in nature conservation, 
with forests ensuring a beneficial environment for community 
livelihoods by providing a variety of products and services. 
However, forest degradation and deforestation are among 
the challenges faced by the national forest sector. In response 
to this, the Government of the United Republic of Tanzania 
sought technical and financial support from FAO to support 
a review of forest policy.
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USD 127 000

Duration
January 2017 – March 2018

Resource Partner
FAO

Partner
Ministry of Natural Resources and 
Tourism

Beneficiaries
Policy-makers, local communities and 
local government authorities, civil 
society and non-governmental 
organizations related to forest sector, 
environmental protection and rural 
development

NATIONAL FOREST POLICY 
IN UNITED REPUBLIC OF TANZANIA

WHAT DID THE PROJECT DO?
The policy review process aimed to provide an opportunity 
for stakeholders to share their experiences and to put in place 
the operational framework of their involvement in the process. 
FAO supported the entire process, including the recruitment of 
consultants to conduct the policy review and three special studies 
on community-based forestry, forest tenure, and forestry and 
food security, respectively. Recommendations from these studies 
contributed to the development of new provisions in the draft 
policy. In addition, the project supported a multi-stakeholder 
task force mandated to provide guidance to the consultants and 
assisted in the conduct of consultations to collect stakeholder 
inputs and views. As a result of project activities, the country 
developed a draft National Forest Policy and an improved forest 
policies framework, providing an enabling environment and 
guidance for country-driven forest sector development.

IMPACT
Thanks to the work of the project and the development of a draft 
National Forest Policy, the contribution of forests to the national 
economy is expected to improve, leading to reduced poverty, 
environmental sustainability and sustainable development. 
The interactive and inclusive review process used by the project 
created a response from stakeholders that was both substantial 
and animated. Their ideas and perspectives are expected 
to breathe new life into the forestry sector.
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Contacts
FAO Office in United Republic of Tanzania 
FAO-TZ@fao.org

Irina Buttoud (Lead Technical Officer)
Irina.Buttoud@fao.org
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Project Code
TCP/URT/3603

Project Title
Support to the Development of the National Forest Policy

ACTIVITIES
 Synthesis report to assess implementation of 1998 

national forest policy developed.

 Consultative workshops conduced with stakeholders             
to collect information and a   multi-sectorial perspective.

 Three special studies produced, on community-based 
forestry, forestry tenure, and forestry and food security, 
respectively.

 Output reports based on the three special studies, 
with related policy recommendations, developed.

 Stakeholders’ validation workshop held to present 
the synthesis report and special studies.

 Ways and measures to improve effectiveness 
of community-based forestry proposed, and policy 
recommendations put in place.

 Draft National Forest Policy developed.

Resource Mobilization Division
Marketing, Outreach and Reporting Unit

Reporting@fao.org

©FAO/Simon Maina

©FAO

©FAO

mailto:FAO-TZ@fao.org
mailto:Irina.Buttoud@fao.org
mailto:Reporting@fao.org
Zaccaretti
Stamp


