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FAO GM Foods Platform Global Community Meeting 
Towards effective risk-based GM food safety assessment and regulatory management 

10-13 September 2019, Bangkok, Thailand 
 
BACKGROUND 
The FAO GM Foods Platform (hereinafter referred to as Platform) was developed in 2013 as a simple 
online platform for Codex Members to share information on safety assessments of foods derived 
from recombinant-DNA (r-DNA) plants authorized in accordance with the Codex “Guideline for the 
conduct of food safety assessment of foods derived from recombinant-DNA plants (CAC/GL 45-2003, 
hereinafter referred to as Codex Plant Guideline)”. This Platform also facilitates the effective 
utilization of food safety assessment in situations of Low Level Presence (LLP) of r-DNA plant 
materials in food.  
 
As of February 2019, 173 out of 188 Codex Members have joined the Platform community and 22 
Members have been actively sharing their national GM food safety assessment results. Although the 
number seems small compared to the total number of participating countries, it represents well the 
current reality, in which only a small number of countries are expected to have the full capacity for 
conducting GM food safety assessment. The majority of Members visit the Platform to retrieve up-
to-date information on the safety assessments in order to use the information as one of the factors 
to facilitate national risk management decisions with regard to authorizations, as well as LLP. 
 
PLATFORM COMMUNITY 
Most of the Platform Focal Points are located in the competent authorities for food safety while 
some are located in biosafety or environmental agencies. All focal points are involved in national 
regulatory activities in some capacity, be it as risk assessors, risk managers or risk communicators. As 
one of the key purposes of establishing the Platform has been to facilitate the exchange of 
information, FAO proactively facilitates and encourages active communication among the Platform 
Community Members to address their needs, concerns and challenges with regard to GM food 
safety risk assessments as well as relevant risk management issues. However, such communication 
still takes only place to a limited extent, primarily due to significantly different levels of technical 
knowledge among Community Members. 
 
NEED STATEMENT 
A number of Platform Members from developing countries, as well as many participants to the 
virtual meetings1 requested FAO to host an interactive and face-to-face forum for the Platform 
Members to strengthen technical dialogues and discussions on the issues of their limited experience 
in conducting a GM food safety assessment and regulatory capacity. Members particularly 
emphasized the importance of a forum that would facilitate the establishment of various bilateral 
and multilateral communication channels at the technical level. Therefore, members suggested a 
global meeting to establish better communication channels that are not limited to regions or sub-

                                                           
1 FAO has organized in collaboration with OECD and CBD a series of virtual meetings; the corresponding 
reports are available at http://www.fao.org/3/a-i4558e.pdf, http://www.fao.org/3/a-az873e.pdf and 
http://www.fao.org/food/food-safety-quality/a-z-index/biotechnology/biosafety-events/) 
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regions to ensure that participants can gain the full benefit from communicating also with their 
trade partners rather than only with neighboring countries. Also countries have expressed a need on 
specific technical assistance on setting up how to conduct GM food safety assessments that are in 
line with the Codex Guidelines. The global meeting will address the need effectively. 
 
APPROACH 
The meeting will built on the international consensus on how to conduct GM food safety assessment 
as adopted in the Codex Guidelines and focus on the technical interpretation of the Guidelines. The 
meeting aims at strengthening the capacities and understanding of developing countries with regard 
to GM food safety assessment, how other countries’ assessment information can be analyzed and 
interpreted to assist in authorization decisions, and how the Platform can assist in this process. 
Leveraging the fact that some countries are more advanced than others in their regulatory 
development, a key focus of the agenda will be to facilitate the sharing of regulatory good practices 
and lessons-learnt in the food safety assessment process. The meeting will be strictly technical, and 
participants will not formulate any international decisions or resolutions. The meeting will have a 
flexible format, to allow countries to choose those sessions on capacity development and sharing 
regulatory experiences that are most suitable to their needs. 
 
OBJECTIVES 
The specific objectives of the meeting are for FAO to provide a forum for the FAO GM Foods 
Platform community members to: 

1) Establish contacts and build networks that can enable effective information sharing of 
technical information; 

2) Increase awareness of the benefits of Platform use to increase volume of submission and 
promote its use as a resource; and 

3) Enhance the ability of countries to conduct, interpret and analyze GM foods safety 
assessment in accordance with the Codex Guidelines.  

 
DESIRED OUTCOMES and EXPECTED OUTPUTS 
Outcome 1. FAO GM Foods Platform community strengthened as a good community of practice 

x Output 1.1. Concrete contacts/network established among the Platform community 
members for effective exchange of information and communication related to food safety 
assessments 

x Output 1.2. Improved use of the Platform by increasing awareness of its benefits, both to 
increase volume of submission and promote its use as a resource in conducting food safety 
assessments 

x Output 1.3. Potential partners for cooperation mechanisms identified, including South-South 
Cooperation, to enable countries to benefit from the expertise and experience of others 

  
Outcome 2. Enhance the ability of countries to conduct, interpret and analyze GM foods safety 
assessment in accordance with the Codex Guidelines 

x Output 2.1. A set of good regulatory practices for GM food safety assessment conduct, 
interpretation and analysis collected and provided to the participants 

x Output 2.2. A side event is held to identify key needs and constraints, as well as priority 
areas for actions and assistance for interested developing countries, which could shape 
national-level pilot initiatives. 

x Output 2.3. A few good practices are shared for countries to establish a clear process to use 
or refer to completed safety assessments posted on the GM Foods Platform in their national 
process for safety assessment of GM food. 
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SCOPE OF THE MEETING 
The meeting will be held within the context of the GM food safety assessment, based on 
internationally accepted principles and consensuses reflected in the relevant Codex Guidelines. 
While science-based food safety assessment and relevant regulatory good practices will be the main 
focus, the meeting will not address any socio-economic and ethical issues and environmental risks. 
 
PARTICIPANTS 
As this is a platform community meeting, the Focal Points and Alternate Focal Points of the FAO GM 
Foods Platform will be primarily invited. Financial travel support can be provided for Focal Points 
from developing countries who meet the criteria below. In addition to Focal Points and Alternate 
Focal Points, self-funded government officials’ participation will be accepted. All participants will be 
asked to fill out a participation request form to be sent to the Focal Points and Codex Contact Points 
after 1 May 2019. The participation request form can be also obtained by contacting FAO Secretariat 
team at GM-Platform@fao.org after 1 May 2019. 
 
CRITERIA FOR TRAVEL SUPPORT 
Those who require financial travel support from FAO will need to check the appropriate section in 
the participation request form to declare the need. Selection will be conducted following the criteria 
listed below. It is strongly suggested to those individuals who seek travel support to review the 
criteria and try to meet the criteria before the participation request form submission due date of 15 
June 2019. 

1. Only developing countries (UN classification) will be eligible to receive financial support from 
FAO. 

2. Considerations will be given only to the request forms submitted by 15 June 2019. 
3. The Focal Points will receive the first priority, and the Alternate Focal Points will receive the 

second priority. 
4. Those who are from countries who share GM food safety assessment results on the FAO GM 

Foods Platform will receive a priority (see: http://www.fao.org/food/food-safety-
quality/gm-foods-platform/graph/ranking-record-sharing/).  

5. Those who are from countries who have up-to-date country profile (no older than 2016), 
fully completed on the respective country page on the FAO GM Foods Platform will receive a 
priority.  

6. Those who stated concrete challenges in conducting GM food safety assessment in the 
participation request form will receive a priority. [Please do not include the followings: lack 
of financial resources, lack of technical capacity, lack of trainings, lack of laboratory 
infrastructure, equipment and materials, and lack of capacity building programme/projects.] 

7. Those who are from countries that have made a web link to the FAO GM Foods Platform 
from their government webpage will receive a priority. 
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