
Key points

• The conflict and its impact on communities have become the 
main driver of food insecurity in northern and central Mali. 
The regions of Gao, Ménaka, Mopti, Segou and Timbuktu are 
experiencing increased levels of violent incidents, attacks by 
armed groups and inter-community conflict, leading to regular 
forced population movements. As a result, the number of 
internally displaced persons (IDPs) in the country has increased 
fivefold since January 2017.

• While Mali experienced generally favourable harvests, this was 
not the case in certain areas such as western Sahel, and northern 
and central parts of the country that were affected by inadequate 
rainfall and/or insecurity. Pasture deficits in western Sahel 
were also observed along with the disruptions to movement 
in conflict-affected areas, which are likely to negatively impact 
livestock feeding conditions and pastoral households’ incomes.

• The Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations 
(FAO) has activated a corporate scale-up to respond to the 
deteriorating situation and growing needs in the country. 

Planned response by January–December 2020

500 000 people targeted 
animal feed | vegetable and fodder seeds | tillage equipment | deworming | 
vaccination campaigns | rehabilitation of wells | goat restocking | cash+ | 
cash for work | unconditional cash transfer programmes

Response to-date since January 2019 

15 690 people assisted 

Distributed 100 bulls, 200 sheep and 36 000 goats

Completed 19 boreholes and pastoral wells

Distributed 23 tonnes of forage seeds, 6 280 tonnes of staple food 
crop and vegetable seeds and 14 200 tonnes of fertilizer

Regenerated 4 600 ha of land through cash-for-work employing 
2 825 people  

In numbers

If appropriate livelihood 
assistance is not provided 
to vulnerable households, 
their food security and 
nutrition situation is likely 
to deteriorate further. 

Response overview 
December 2019

Mali

138 900 people fled to 

neighbouring countries and 

74 205 people have returned to Mali

187 140 IDPs, with about 

10 000 newly displaced people 

each month 

1.1 million people projected 

to be severely food insecure 

(June–August 2020)

USD 40 million required by 

FAO for January–December 2020
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Challenges facing food security and agriculture

Mali’s volatile humanitarian situation has further deteriorated in 2019 and 
particularly during the last two months due to increased attacks by armed 
groups and recurrent inter-community conflict. In addition to structural 
weaknesses and chronic poverty, conflict and natural disasters affecting 
the country have caused the destruction of infrastructure, the disruption of 
livelihoods and forced displacement, particularly in the Liptako Gourma area, 
resulting in limited access to basic social services and putting additional 
pressure on already limited resources. 

Recurrent and successive shocks are preventing millions of vulnerable people 
from ensuring their food security and nutrition. Insecurity has led to the loss 
of crops and livestock, and disrupted production channels and markets, 
thus hampering access to food for vulnerable populations. Drought as well 
as floods and irregular rainfall have also affected production, particularly in 
central and northern Mali. More specifically, 90 936 people have been affected 
by flooding triggered by heavy rainfall (June–October 2019), including IDPs and 
other conflict-affected populations; numerous livestock were lost, and crops, 
agricultural equipment, housing and grain stores were severely damaged.

Given the deteriorating livelihoods and food security situation, FAO has 
activated a corporate scale-up to enhance emergency response. Together 
with other agencies, such as the World Food Programme, FAO is supporting 
the Government’s response to the crisis by strengthening the resilience 
of vulnerable people to shocks in the medium to long term, while also 
providing immediate assistance. Joint actions benefiting the most vulnerable 
communities through context-specific assistance and integrated approaches 
(gender- and nutrition-sensitive) will help to address the root causes of food 
insecurity and vulnerability, and prevent dependency on humanitarian aid.

Without additional funding in the coming months, vulnerable populations will 
face serious challenges to meeting their food and livelihood requirements. 

Resource partners
The Government of Canada, 

the Central Emergency Response Fund 

and the United Nations Peacebuilding Fund
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FAO Representation in Mali
Bamako, Mali

FAO-ML@fao.org

Food and Agriculture Organization  
of the United Nations 
www.fao.org/emergencies

Contact

FAO Emergency and Resilience Division
Rome, Italy

PSE-Director@fao.org

Projected food insecurity and malnutrition situation (June–August 2020)

Source:  Permanent Interstate Committee for Drought Control in the Sahel, November 2019
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The boundaries and names shown and the designations 
used on this map do not imply the expression of any 
opinion whatsoever on the part of FAO concerning the 
legal status of any country, territory, city or area or of its 
authorities, or concerning the delimitation of its frontiers 
and boundaries. Dashed lines on maps represent 
approximate border lines for which there may not yet 
be full agreement.

funding gap 
USD 9.4 million

funding to-date

USD 7.5 million

Funding

▶ Requirements for 2020

▶ Funding received in 2019

to assist

500 000 people 

FAO requires

USD 40 million
by December 2020 

55.6% 44.4%


