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CONCEPT NOTE 

FAO National Workshop 

“Enhancing Effective Participation in Codex Activities in Cambodia: Codex simulation”  

18-20 February 2020 

Phnom Penh, Cambodia 
Conducted under the FAO Project: GCP/RAS/295/JPN 

 

 

Background 

The FAO Regional project “Support for Capacity Building for International Food 

Safety Standard Development and Implementation in ASEAN Countries” 

(GCP/RAS/295/JPN) was launched in February 2016 for a period of five years as a second 

phase of the Regional project “Support to Capacity Building and Implementation of 

International Food Safety Standards in ASEAN Countries” (GCP/RAS/280/JPN).  

One of the goals of the Codex Alimentarius Commission (CAC) Strategic Plan 2014-

2019 is to facilitate the effective participation of all Codex Members in the CAC. Thus, the 

activities supported this CAC strategic plan’s goal had been organized under this project. For 

instant, the regional training workshop entitle “Strengthening Food Safety Standard Setting 

and Effective Participation in Codex Activities” was held in Bangkok in January 2017. The 

mock session was applied as one of our training methods in these workshops. The workshop 

evaluation results shown that participants found very useful, particularly for new National 

Codex Organization members to gain experience how to effectively and actively participate in 

Codex sessions. Thus, national training workshops of this topic have been continuously 

organized in the Philippines (September 2017) Viet Nam (November 2017) and Lao PDR 

(March 2018). 

Cambodia has actively participated to the project activities. Human resources that has 

experienced on Codex participation is limited. In order to strengthen the capacity on Codex 

participation for government officers and relevant stakeholders of Cambodia, the national 

training workshop on “Enhancing Effective Participation in Codex Activities” including the 

Codex simulation session will be held in Cambodia in February 2020. This training workshop 

would be a good opportunity for participants to understand on how Codex work, how to 

prepare, present and promote national positions in Codex Committees as well as how to 

develop negotiation skills through a simulation of a real Codex Committee session. 

 

Objectives 
 

The objectives of the training workshop are to provide participants with:  

 Enhance understanding of structure and function of CAC, up-to-date information of 

recent Codex meetings, and  food safety risk analysis; 

 Recognize key factors for the achievement of the establishment of Codex standards; 

 Training  on development of national/regional positions through mock sessions to 

enhance participants’ capacity to contribute effectively to Codex work 
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  opportunity to share knowledge and experience on current national Codex activities    

 

Training Course Methodology 
 

The training workshop methodology will consist of lectures, case studies, simulation-based 

sessions and group work.  

 

Expected Outputs and indicators 
 

1) Around 40 national participants trained on development of national/regional positions 

for an example Codex case based on the enhanced knowledge and understanding of 

Codex Alimentarius and risk analysis framework 

2) Around 40 national participants improved on the capacity and commitment to 

contribute effectively to Codex work 

3) Report of the training workshop 

 

Profile of Participants 
 

Aside from the members of the NCC and food safety regulatory agencies worked for Codex 

activities, participation to the training workshop is open to the relevant government 

organizations of Cambodia related to food safety and SPS measurement and relevant 

stakeholders such as academic, industry sectors. Each organization is requested to nominate 

two (2) candidates from their divisions responsible for food safety standards development and 

implementation. Participants are expected to have attended the Codex meetings or have the 

potential to attend them in near future. Participants are also expected to be involved with the 

work of Codex and have basic knowledge of development of commodity standards. It is 

recommended that participants understand principles of risk analysis for food safety and are 

preferred to have basic scientific knowledge.  Female candidates are encouraged 

  


