
FAO China ECTAD attendance at the International symposium: The role of veterinary 
epidemiology in the development of effective African swine fever control and prevention 
policies in support pork industry and regional animal health services

The international symposium: the 
role of veterinary epidemiology in the 
development of effective African swine 
fever control and prevention policies in 
support of pork industry and regional 
animal health services was organized in 
Qingdao, Shandong Province from 6 to 7 
November 2019. 

Approximately 55 representatives from the 
governments of China, Viet Nam, Lao PDR, 
Cambodia, World Organisation for Animal 
Health (OIE), U.S. Agency for International 
Development, Office of Foreign Disaster 
Assistance (USAID/OFDA), Animal and Plant Health Agency (APHA) of the United Kingdom, provincial-level animal health 
agencies, China Field Epidemiology Training for Veterinary (CFETPV) trainees, Colorado State University(CSU) of U.S.A., Murdoch 
University of Australia, City University of Hong Kong, Massey University of New Zealand, York University of Canada, Royal 
Veterinary College (RVC) of the United Kingdom, South China Agricultural University, Huazhong Agricultural University, Yangzhou 
University, private sectors, as well as colleagues from FAO Headquarters (HQ), Regional Office for Asia and the Pacific (RAP) and 
China Office participated in this symposium. Ms Lu Feng from FAO China ECTAD Office attended the Symposium and provided 
logistic support.

The Symposium opened with the remarks 
from Dr Chen Guosheng, Director of Division 
of Science, Technology and International 
Cooperation, Animal Husbandry and 
Veterinary Bureau, Ministry of Agriculture 
and Rural Affairs (MARA), Dr Ma Hongchao, 
Director General of China Animal Health 
of Epidemiology Centre (CAHEC) and Mr 
Zhang Zhongjun, Assistant Representative 
(Programme) in China. The objectives of the 
two-day Symposium were to: 1) identify the 
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Upcoming activities:

Ms Yu Qi, Ms Lu Feng and Ms Wang Danqing from FAO China ECTAD Office will attend the FAO-China South-South Cooperation 
Project on Transboundary Animal Disease Control in the Greater Mekong Sub-Region Annual Coordination Meeting of 
the Project Steering Committee from 10 to 11 December 2019 and the back-to-back 5th Multilateral Cross-Border Meeting 
in the Upper Mekong Sub-region to Strengthen Collaboration of Transboundary Animal Disease Control among China, 
Lao PDR, Myanmar, Viet Nam and Cambodia from 11 to 12 December 2019 in Kunming, Yunnan Province of China.
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FAO China ECTAD attendance at the FAO Regional Procurement training

The revised FAO Manual Section 502 (MS 502) on Procurement was rolled out. To support its implementation, a 3-day face-to-
face training was organized by CSDA at FAO Regional Office for Asia and the Pacific in Bangkok, Thailand from 25-27 November 
2019. The objectives of the training were to 1) focus on improving participants’ knowledge and the application of procurement 
rules, taking into consideration the new MS 502; 2) be hands-on with real-life case studies and practical examples; 3) assist in the 
creation of a procurement network in the region. To ensure better implementation of procurement activities under the new MS 
502, Ms Lu Feng attended the training on behalf of FAO China ECTAD Office.

During the training, FAO’s new Manual Section on procurement was introduced to the participants, the knowledge of the 
procedures and overall operation capability were improved to provide more efficient and effective support to the procurement 
activities to the projects.

gaps and opportunities for using veterinary epidemiological methods and tools in the control of ASF; 2) facilitate the application 
of veterinary epidemiology in the development of effective ASF risk mitigation strategies, which the pork industry and regional 
governments are facing; 3) establish a regional network to strengthen collaboration among industry, researchers and policy-
makers in the context of the application of veterinary epidemiology in ASF control.

The meeting recognized that 1) the epidemiological tools and methodology is important for formulation and implementation 
of effective and inclusive policies to manage ASF; 2) the stakeholders, including private sectors and consumers, are crucial and 
need to be engaged during policy formulation and implementation. The meeting agreed on the list of actionable items related 
to the findings of the meeting and the collaborative matrix among national and international partners on possible short-term 
actionable items. 

The meeting recommended that the participants continue to collaborate on the actionable items, and explore further 
collaborations with other relevant stakeholders.

On 8 November 2019, a side-meeting was organized between FAO and CAHEC, to review and discuss the collaborative 
framework to strengthen veterinary epidemiology capacity development in China and the region. The Meeting discussed 1) 
the development of Veterinary Epidemiology workforces; 2) enabling the environment to support application of Veterinary 
Epidemiology; 3) fostering the linkage and network between FAO and CAHEC.
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