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Executive Summary 

This background document provides the background information for COFI/2020/10, PROPOSAL 
FOR A NEW SUB-COMMITTEE ON FISHERIES MANAGEMENT. 
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and to avoid asking for additional copies. Most .FAO meeting documents are available on the Internet at 
http://wwwfao.org/cofi/en/ 
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Minutes of the 1st Meeting of the Joint Task Force for Investigation of the Proposal to 

Establish a New Sub-Committee on Fisheries Management (JTF 1) 

10:00-12:00 and 14:00-15:30, Monday, 25 March 2019, in Canada Room (A357) 
10:00-11:00, Tuesday, 26 March 2019, in Mexico Room (D211) 

Present: Annex 1 

Discussion: 

1. Adoption of the Provisional Agenda

The draft provisional agenda was adopted with the addition of new Agenda item 3, Introduction 
of the concept note by Norway, as attached in Annex 2. The Secretariat also reminded the 
meeting of the change in the venue of the Tuesday meeting to be held in Mexico Room. 

2. Introduction of the background paper by the Secretariat

The Secretariat introduced the Non-Paper (Annex 3). 

With regard to Annex II, Extract from the summary note prepared for the Director-General, the 

Representative of Chile mentioned that Brazil had not supported the new subcommittee, but 

supported the fmiher discussion on the proposal. She also requested to include a timeline of the 

process for consideration. With regard to the cost implication, she also pointed out that a back­

to-back organization of more than two subcommittees could impose more cost on a host country. 

She also requested some clarification about the relation with other international fora to deal with 

trade-related issues. She also expressed a difficulty to accept only three official languages to be 

used for the subcommittees. 

The representative of New Zealand expressed a concern about attendance by the Members in the 

Regional Group at the new subcommittee as well as availability of host countries for three 

subcommittees. New Zealand pointed out that three committees will need three sponsoring 

members to meet their costs (USD 300-400,000) and require three lots of attendance by 

members. As an example, Pacific Island members already have full annual fisheries meetings 

scheduled and would not likely be able to meet the time and/or cost required to attend an 

additional subcommittee meeting. Pacific Island countries already find it very difficult to attend 

the Committee on Fisheries (COFI). Other low, medium and high-income countries may also be 

unable to attend an additional meeting due to time and cost implications. In the event that there is 

no host country, then the fallback option of F AO hosting an additional subcommittee meeting in 

Rome would have additional cost implications for F AO that need to be considered. In this regard 

New Zealand underscored the importance of an analysis on cost for F AO and Members. 

3. Introduction of the concept note by Norway
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o To organize SCs permanently in Rome rather than rotating among Members;

o To have Rome as a backup in the event that no host country can be found for a new

subcommittee; and

o Effects of shortening both the subcommittee meetings on Fish Trade and

Aquaculture as well COFI with 1 or 2 days, and thereby "make space" for an

additional committee.
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