












Introduction 

The Principles for Responsible Investment in Agriculture and Food Systems of the Committee on World Food Security1,2 
(CFS-RAI) call for the empowerment of women and youth, including through the advancement of tenure rights that 
provide equal access to and control over land and productive resources (CFS, 2014). The purpose of this brief is to provide 
advice on how women and youth may access farmland in Ghana3.

The youth in Sub-Sahara Africa see secure access to land as an important element for engaging in agriculture. Yet, the 
process of accessing land is full of challenges, which are often exacerbated for females. Inheritance laws and customs 
often overlap, which makes the transfer of land to young farmers notoriously complex and problematic. In addition, loans 
to assist youth in acquiring land are rare (FAO, 2014). 

While women and youth with dif�culties in accessing land could engage in other segments of the agricultural value 
chain, those who actively seek land should be aware of the appropriate processes, rights, and duties that are in place. In 
this regard, all investors that seek to acquire land, including women and youth, have a responsibility to respect human 
rights and legitimate tenure rights in accordance with Ghanaian laws and regulations as well as CFS-RAI, the Voluntary 
Guidelines on the Responsible Governance of Tenure of Land, Fisheries, and Forests in the Context of National Food 
Security (VGGT)4 as well as the African Union Declaration on Land Issues and Challenges (African Union Assembly/AU/
Decl.1(XIII) Rev.1 and its Framework and Guidelines on Land Policy in Africa (AUC-ECA-AFDB Consortium Addis Ababa 
2010),.

Relevant Ghanaian laws include but are not limited to The Constitution of the Republic of Ghana 1992 (Government of 
Ghana, 1992); State Lands Act 1962 (Act 125) (Government of Ghana. 1962a); Administration of Lands Act, 1962 (Act 123) 
(Government of Ghana, 1962b); Land Registry Act, 1962 (Act 122) (Government of Ghana, 1962c); Land Title Registration 
Act, 1986 (PNDCL 152) (Government of Ghana, 1985) and Conveyancing Act 1973 (NRCD 175) (Government of Ghana, 1973).

The main target groups of this note are women and youth that wish to access relatively small plots of land, and who 
want to invest in them. The note does not contain recommendations to other actors, such as large-scale investors or 
government entities. 
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Endnotes

1 Important notice: This document was written in the year 2018 and does not supersede any national or 
international rules, laws or regulations. Information was gathered through literature review as well as from 
interviews with a subject matter expert and it does not necessarily represent the view of FAO. 

2 In principle this advisory note equally applies to land acquisition by other persons for small scale agricultural 
purposes for land sizes of less that 50 acres. For large scale land acquisitions acquirers are advised to consult the 
Lands Commission �Guidelines for the acquisition of land for large scale investments�.

3 Endorsed by the Committee on World Food Security in 2012, the Voluntary Guidelines on the Responsible 
Governance of Tenure of Land, Fisheries and Forests in the Context of National Food Security (VGGT) is the most 
authoritative international document on tenure issues. African Union Assembly/AU/Decl.1(XIII) Rev. 1.

4 In essence stool, skin, family and clan lands are all held in trust by customary authorities for the members of 
particular groups. According to customary law, family land belongs to a group of people tracing their lineage to a 
particular patriarch. Hence, a family in this context should not be understood as a nucleus family but an extended 
family.

5 Note: This table serves as a general guide for agricultural investors. Ownership types underlined under each 
region merely re�ect the general (predominant) situation of that region, and may not necessarily hold for all 
lands within the designated region.










