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The disease itself 1s not o� major economic s gn f can e. 
its clinical confusion with foot-a.nd-mouth disease. Its presence n any count

serious implications for the control of foot-and-mouth disease nd it s fort 
that Great Britain ia continuing its strict stamping out policy. Although the 
breaks have been a set-back, eradication of the disease still remains the aim. 

Dr. Bellani thanked Dr. Brown for his clear and frank report and for his warning to 
other veterinary services. Great Britain was not the origin of this disease but she had 
set an example to follow in the fight against SVD. It. is the differential diagnosis prob
lem which makes SVD an important disease. Italy had 33 outbreaks in 1974, 23 in 1975 and 
1 in January 1976. So far in 1977 Italy had 2 outbreaks in the north and 1 in the south, 
The disease had spread through Europe because clinical manifestations generally are mild 
and fleeting. The pig owner has only 24-36 hours to notice pigs which do not eat because 
after that they return to normal. Italy imports animal products including pig intestines 
which are incorporated in meat products. Since the virus survives well in pig intestine, 
international control of the edible by-products industry is recruired. Dr. Bellani concluded 
by advocating a full discussion on SVD at a meeting called specifically for that purpose by 
the Commission or by OIE with a view to encouraging the rest of Europe to follow the lead 
given by Great Britain. 

Dr. Walla said Austria had experienced 3 outbreaks in 1975 and 6 in 1976. The infec
ted herds were quarantined until 21 days after recovery of all animals. Animals mey be 
slaughtered provided the meat is sterilized. If all the animals are slaughtered the res
trictions a.re lifted after an interval of 21 days. Serological testing has been carried 
out not only in the �nfected herds but also, in 1974 and 1975,. in apfarently healthy herds in 
54 different districts. From a total of 2 124 serum samples, 6 {0.29 percent) gave results 
to the virus neutralization test which sug.gested previous infection and 15 (0.72 percent) 
indicated former inapparent infection. In addition, 113 sera of imported pigs were tested 
and gave 9.14 times as many positives as were found in native Austrian pigs. 

Dr. Graves said that in the u.s.A., examination of about 500 swine sera from various 
states over a period of the last four years have all been shown to be negative in neutrali
zation of SVD virus. Research at the Plum Island J.nimal Disease Cer.ter on the surv val of 
SVD virus in various types of food products has shown it to be a tenacious and resistanL 
agent. These studies have led to implementation of certa.i� import controls of pork p oducts 
from SVD-infected countries in order to protect the valuable United States swi e ind, etry. 
'Ille United States is free of SVD and considers it a foreign ani al disease agent subject to 
the same restrictions and controls as other BUch agents. 

During 1976, Veterinary Services of USDA carried out 51 investigations on reports of 
diseases of animals Eruspicious of being of exotic nature including all those resembling 
vesicular conditions. One of the investigations was positive for vesicular stornatit1s, 
New Jersey type. The SVD virus is important in two areas. Firstly because 1t i 
vesicular condition indistinguishable clinically from FMD and secondly because of its 
apparently close relationship to a human disease agent. On this latter point Dr. Graves 
told the Commission that SVD virus will fonn pla(l1!eB in tissue culture at 4 °c ereas 
Coxsackie BS virus survives at 37°0 but not at 41°c. Thi mey explain he l.fficu t:le 
experienced experimentally when pigs inoculated with human-type viru , t h ecam"' 
serologically positive, fail to exhibit symptoms. The presumpt·on ·s that 
B5 virus does not replicate at the higher temperature. 

Dr. Rojahn volunteered the information that an inactivated SVD vaccine was advertised 
for sale in the German Democratic Republic. The accompanying informatio recommended .wo 
vaccinations 14 days apart in pigs over two weeks old. 

Dr. Kelly confirmed that the Republic of Ireland rE111ained free rom SVD. 'Ihe ,Us B 
was notifiable. A serological BUrVey was to be carried out. He concluded by strongly 
supporting the British policy. 

Dr. Vittoz reminded the Commission of the tenns of the zoo-sanitary oode for SVD. 

\TI REP RT OF THE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE N THE COMMISSION'S ACTIVITIES 
DURma THE PAST BIENNIUM 

(a) Act1v1ties of the Secretariat

The Chairman drew the attention of the Commission to Appendix 6 and observed that since
many of t�e i �e�s h':'d beer1 deal� wit� in. other parts of the agenda he proposed to concen
trate on reamining items. Regionalization of FMD vaccine production (Appendix 8 and 
para. 2.4 of Ap�end1x 6 refer) required careful consideration. Mr. de Brocrueville (UNDP,
Geneva) was invited to address the Session. He said: 

"As I said at the Thirtyseventh Session of the Executive Conunittee at Varna in October 
1975, the cooperative proJects that the European Office of the UNDP is endeavouring to 
promote are designed to strengthen to the utmost cooperation between countries of eastern 
and western Europe in specific fields, 

A cooperative project differs from a regional one particularly in that it calls for 
the possible utilization of resources allocated by the UNDP on the national level for 
purposes not exclusiv�ly national. It further involves the active participation of deve-
loped �uropean countrie� t�rough contributions in kind or, in some cases, of additional 
financing. _ Mo:eover, it is understood that the objectives of a cooperative project can
directly or indirectly benefit developing countries in other regions. 

In the course of 1975 Bulgaria, working in cooperation with the European Office of the 
UNDP, developed 1te_programme for_the period 1977/1981. This was the first programme
in th� European R�gion to be submitted to the Governing Council of the UNDP for approval. 
Conscious of �he importance of cooperative activities in Europe, Bulgaria proposed to reserve 
almoat_one third of the res?urces a�lotted to the national programme financed by the UNDP,
to national proJeots that might be integrated into so-called cooperative projects. 

Following this initiati�·e, the idea of a possible cooperative FMD control project in 
Europe was examined by the Executive Committee durin� its last two meetings at Varna and 
Oslo. 

This proposition_was given a generally ravourable reception by the Executive Committee 
and t�e memb�r countries of the European Commission, as indicated in the report submitted 
to this meeting, 

. To th� �rie�t that such a cooperative project should be developed in Europe, the UNDP
w�she� to voi�e its.wholehearted support to activities of this kind that could be undertaken
with its partic�p�t�on. To this end it is prepared to finance from its regional funds 
prep�atory ac�ivities_towa.rd the approval of a cooperative project, and some activities to
coordinate actio�s_in its framework. Activities under the project - the provision of 
con�ultants, training or the furnishing of equipment - would be financed mainly from the 
national funds of UNDP-financed programmes. 

Wl:ile encouragi�g the idea of such a project, the Executive Committee has very rightly 
emp�asized several times the need to avoid overlapping with activities already carried out 
or in progress under the aegis of the European Commission. !ftle result of suoh activities 
ah?uld ?eta.ken into account before considering the approval of a 0ooperative project, 
whic�, �n any oase, should be envisaged as complementary to the action ta.ken so far by the 
Comm�es�on. Proposals to this effect have been put before you by the Secretariat of the 
Commission. _ To the extent that it may appear necessary to spell out their content in
greater deta.1.l and to consider tha interest and support of the countries that would be 
involved in this project, the UNDP is fully prepared to finance a mission to those countries 
The detailed conclusions of this mission would be submitted to the Executive Committee 

• 

which could decide in full knowledge of the facts." 
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