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II. POSITION OF FOOT-AND-MOUTH DISBASB IN EUROPE SINCB TUB
LAST SESSION 

An introduction to this subject, together with tables showing 
statistics of outbreaks reported in Europe and types of virus identified 
since the last Session in Hurope, the Near-East and North Africa will be 
found in Appendix I. 

Information on the position in the different countries of Europe 
during this period was given by the various delegations. 

Ireland 

There has been no foot-and-mouth disease since 1941. Vaccination 
against the disease is not practised and the Government applies all 
precautionary measures against the introduction of the infection. 

United Kingdom 

After a period of four years during which only one isolated outbreak 
of foot-and-mouth disease had occurred in Great Britain, the disease 
apveared in Northumberland in July 196G in a district heavily stocked 
with grazing cattle and flocks of hill sheep. Because four herds in 
the area were simultaneously affected at the beginning, an infected area 
(in which the movement of animals is allowed only on license) of 
a�Jroximately �5 miles radius from the centres of infection was declared. 
Three uperational centres, with 60 whole-time veterinary officers, were set 
up in the infected area and very strict control of animals was enforced. 
There was good cooperation and early reporting of suspicion of the disease 
by livestock owners. There was large-scale destructiori of animals and 
disposal of carcases by burial or burning, as well as thorough cleaning 
and disinfection of bu�ldings on infected farins, and destruction of 
feeding stuffs considered to be dangerously contaminated, 

In all, there were 32 outbreaks in the epidemic, in which 5 1 753 
cattle, 38,445 sheep and 714 pigs were slaughtered and £945,107 paid to 
the owners as compensation. Following the last case on 5 September, 
restrictiuns were withdrawn on 27 September. The virus was type 01 and
the source of the infection was not established. 

On 28 September, foot-and-mouth disease was confirmed in one cow in 
a cattle herd near Pulborough, Sussex, and virus type A22 was identified.
A further outbreak occurred in cattle on a farm eight miles away which 
had been visited by the owner of the first far�, a few hours before the 
disease in his herd was confirmed. The usual "infected area" was 
imposed and all affected and susce�tible animals on both farms were 
slaughtered and the carcases buried, There was no further spread, In 
all, 211 cattle, 159 sheep, 4 pigs and 2 goats were destroyed, £17,678 
being paid in compensaticn to the owners. The source of the infection 
was not established. 

On 6 January 1967, foot-and-mouth disease was confirmed in two cows 
in a cattle h�rd at Southwick, Hampshire, and virus type o1 was identified.
Up to 3 February the disease was confirmed on 29 farms and restrictions 
imposed on 6 January,were withdrawn on 24 February. In all, 170 cattle, 
285 pigs and 4 sheep developed the disease and 2,774 cattle, 4,708 sheep, 
414 pike and 6 goats were slaughtered. Because most of the affected 
pi�s had been purchased at two markets, immediate tracing of animals from 
the markets was carried out, but there was no evidence of the disease
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a1nong other animals which hHd passed throubh them, Spread was mostly 
local. This ei'idemic is believed to have begun in a swil.1-fed pik, herd 
a 11d 1. t is cl, nsider ed t na t the infect ion may have been introduced in the
s1-all wllich, it is kno,,m,would have cuntained meat scrai,S of South American 
uri 6in. 

Nortnern Ireland has been free from foot-and-mouth disease during 
this period. 

IceJ.and 

Tite disease has never been introduced into tliis country. 

Nor· ... ay 

fhe country has been free from foot-and-mouth disease durin� tile 
period. 

Finland 

There has been no foot-and-mouth disease in Finland since 1959. 

J,enmark 

At the last Session of the Co1ru11ission an account was &iven of the 
e�izootic which occurred in the south-eastern �art of Seal.and. Despite all 
the measures taken to control the disease and vaccination carried out on 
cattle in all counties east of the "Great Delt", sporadic outbreaks 
continued to occur, from April until 21 May. In the meantime, 500,000 
cattle in tlle soutliern part of Jutland were vaccinated and for tl1is �urpose 
vaccine had to be imported from the French Institute at Lyons. �his 
measure was intended to prevent th� spread into Uenmark of infection which 
was �resent at the time in �chl.eswi� Holstein, North of the Kieler Kanal. 

To sum up, 39 outbreaks, all caused by virus type U, were diagnosed 
durin5 a period uf 3 months from February to May. 

Sta111pin5-out was always applied 1<1hen pi5s and unvaccinated cattle 
were affected. In all, 900 head of cattle, 2,806 pihs and 4 shee� were 
destroyed, and 2,400,000 Danish Kroner were paid in compensation to 
farmers. 

During 196G, vaccination was ca�ried 0ut in 1,300,000 head of cattle, 
All the various vaccines used gave exceLlent results. The Government 
ex11enGes fur vaccina�ion (vaccine plus salaries to the veterinarians) 
amuunted to 6,500,000 Vanish Kroner. 

The ordinar_y veterinary police measures were supr,lem.ented by temporary 
precautions including prohibition of export of live and slaughter cattle 
from the islands and also movement of cattle and pigs from the islands 
to Jutland. 

In the second half of the year, the situation remained quiet; at the 
beginning of January 1967, however, an isolated outbreak occurred amon& pigs 
on the island of Loll.and. The herd, including cattle and pigs, was st8mped 
out and 50,000 cattle on the same island were vaccinated. 

A new situation arose in February �hen 38 outbreaks of type O were 
reported in Schleswig-Holstein, north of the Kieler Kanal. In view of the 
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remembered that the major e�izootics enter Turkey from the east and, 
judging by the results of the buffer zone in the west, a similar zone 
on the east�rn frontier ot furkey would du much to prevent such invasions. 

The assistance nuw being requested by Turkey is of a temporary nature 
until such time that the new institute is in full working order. 

Various delegations ex�ressed views on the Turkish request. While 
must of the discussion on the present vaccination catnJ,uigns favoured 
continuation in the meantime, it was felt that adequate financial 
assistance may prove somewhat difficult, 

On the subject uf vaccination campaigns, it was intimated that a 
meeting of the FAO/liBC/OIE Consultative Committee is to be held in 
Ankara in April to evaluate the position and tu consider further the 
possibilities of assistance to these campaigns. 

It was decided by the Session to await the report of the Ankara 
meeting before future vaccination campaigns in Turkey should be further 
considered. 

V. HEPOUT UF THE EXECUTIVE COMMITTBli

This report is given in Appendix 4 of the Report of the Session. 

In introdc1cing this item, the Chairman spoke of the work of the 
Secretary in connection with the cam�aigne in South-eastern Europe, his 
visits to various countries, his attendance at conferences and meetings 
and hie collaboration with field and laboratory workers, all resulting 
in additiunal information on various aspects of foot-and-mouth disease 
and its COnt;r0l. 

He found it gratifying that there are now new or better facilities 
for large-scale vaccine vroduction for use against important strains of 
the virus.

He referred to the plans being worked out by the Turkish Government 
concerning the constructiun of new slaughterhouses and the transference 
of others, all of which will avoid the transportation of live animals 
over long distances, thus reducing the chances of foot-and-mouth disease 
being carriud from one part of the country to another. 

He drew attention to the mission to Bulgaria and Ethiopia tu look 
into the �recaution� taken to prevent the introduction of foot-and-mouth 
disease virus with frozen meat imported into Bulgaria from Brithrea, 

He drew special attention to the meeting of the Research Group of the 
Com,nission's Standing Technical Committee at rirbright, England, when some 
important subjects requested by the Commission were dealt with. These 
included the use of guineapigs instead of cattle in t�sting the potency 
of vaccines, va6cination of pigs -nd vaccination of sheep. He noted 
the use of BHK21 cells in the cultivation of virus fur use in large-scale
vaccine �roducti0n, and remarked specially on the question of virus-carrying 
cattl� as described in the report, The acceptance by the Research Group 
of the invitation to hold its annual meeting at Plum Island, U.S.A., 
was of svecial importance so that there could be an exchange of information 
on research work with American collea0ues and discussions on future research 
activities. (see Appendix IVa). 
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The report of the Executive Committee was approved. 

VI. BUDGETS AND ACCOUNTS

The budgets and accounts as shown in Appendix 5 and 6 were approved 
by the Session. 

Increase in contributions (see Appendix VII) 

The Commission was established 14 years ago and the original scale of 
contributio 1s to be paid by Wember countries is still operative. The 
costs of administration and of tl1e various essential activities of the 
Commission continue tu increase with the rise in general costs throughout 
the world. The Commission has the duty of carrying out "Special Functions" 
in accordance with the 1rovisions in Article V of the Constitution; 
for this purpose the Special Account was instituted. 

Bach year any excess of incume from �ontributions of member countries 
over expenditure is transferred from the General Account to the Special 
Accotint. Without an incregse in the contributions of member countries 
the funds in the Special Account will soon be absorbed, and the usefulness 
of the Commission could be seriously affected, 

Discussion of the Executive Committee's view of the need to increase 
the contributions of member cuuntries by 20 percent showed unanimous 
agreement by the delegates of 14 countries present at the session. 

The Commission made the following recommendation: 

The Delegates to the XIVth Session of the European Commission for 
the Control of Foot-and-Mouth Disease unanimously agreed in principle 
on the need for an increase of 20 percent in the present scale of 
contributions established 14 years ago. However, since several delegates 
had not received instructions from their Governments enabling them to 
agree formally to such increase, the Commission requested the Director
General to approach Member Governments to seek their concurrence and to 
com11unicate to them the scale of contributions reflecting such increase. 

VII. ELBCTIONS

On the proposal of the Delegation from the Netherlands, seconded 
by the Delegation from Greece, Dr. Chr. Werdelin (Denmark) was unanimously 
elected Chairman for the next year by the Commission. 

On the proposal of the Delegation from Yugoslavia, seconded by the 
Delegation from Belgium, Mr. J. Reid (United Kingdom) and Dr. R. Gaier 
(Austria) were unanimously elected Vice-Chairmen for the next year by 
the Commission. 

On the proposal of the Delegation from the United Kingdom, seconded 
by the Delegation from Turkey, Dr. J.M. van den Born (Netherlands), 
Dr. J. Perakakie (Greece)and Dr. A. Nabholz (Switzerland) were unanimously 
elected members of the Executive Committee by the Commission. 
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At the Razi Institute, Prof, Traub informed the Secretary of the 
studies he is making on the attenuation of various strains and on the 
serological variations of foot-and-mouth disease viruses in Iran. From 
research recently carried out, it appears that certain strain of the 
type O virus isolated in 1965 and 1966 differ definitely from those 
previously isolated in the region. At present, the problem is still open 
as to whether and to what extent the noted differences may affect the 
preparation of the vaccines needed in the region. French workers in the 
same institute have been carrying out immunological studies of the exotic 
A virus strains present in Iran in comparLson with those (Ai) of the USSR 
and of the O strains (Iran) in comparison with the European type O strains. 
Tbe latter inveatigations should furnish an indication of the practical 
value of some European vaccines in protecting against the Iranian strains. 

Large quantities of vaccine can be produced at Teheran, mainly by 
the French unit which uses the Frenkel technique with epithelium sent from 
Europe. However, foot-and-mouth disease vaccination programs in Iran are 
still limited. This is due also to the difficulty of internal communications 
and scarcity of adequate means of transportation. Consequently, the 
establishment of buffer zones along the Turkish-Iranian borders may result 
in technical difficulties on Iranian territory. 

Thia journey afforded the Secretary a good occasion to discuss in the 
laboratory of Dr. Ozawa, Razi Institute, recent developments in the 
techniques of vaccine preparation against African horse sickness. 

Surveys in Bulgaria and Ethiopia (Importation of African boned meat) 

The Chairman and the Secretary of the Commission visited Bulgaria 
and Ethiopia during the first part of May 1966. 

The main object of this trip was to verify the organization set up 
and the precautions taken to prevent introduction of foot-and-mouth disease 
viruses by frozen meat imported from Erithrea into Bulgaria. In both 
Bulgaria and Erithrea the mission was accompanied by Professor A. Popov, 
the Director of Veterinary Services, Bulgaria. 

The mission visited the harbour area of Varna, Bulgaria the meat 
plant where once or twice monthly shipments of about 400 tons of boned and 
frozen meat arrive from Massawa in Bulgarian boats which are specially 
equipped for this purpose. In Brithrea the mission was able to see how the 
collection, quarantine and slaughter of cattle intended for Bulgaria was 
handled and how boned meat is prepared, frozen and stored prior to shipment 
to Varna. The Chairman and the Secretary of the Commission proceeded then 
to Addis Ababa and to Diredawa where an opportunity was offered to see 
another similar org�nization (Chandris Company) operating in the Harar 
region. 

During tbe travel in Ethiopia contacts were made with all veterinary 
authorities and experts who were able to give information on the sanitary 
position of the regions concerned. 

The results of these visits were:-

(a) The Bulgaro-Ethiopian enterprise. The 'Rodopa' Company, a 
Government organization controlling the trade in animals and livestock 
products in Bulgaria, is the major shareholder of the 'Red Sea Development 
Corporation', the Bulgaro-Bthiopian company, which was founded in Erithrea 
for the supply of livestock and fish products to Bulgaria. Cattle are 
collected and quarantined for 30 days, and are then slaughtered in a new 
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abattoir near Chereo, built by the curpor�tion and staffed by Bulgarian 
personnel. The boned quarter• are tnken to Maeeaua under optimal transport 
and refrigeration conditions where the meat ie frozen and stored prior to 
ebipmeot to Varn�. Quarantine and meat ins�ection eervicee are carried 
out by Bulgarian veterinarian& under the direction and eupervision of their 
national veterjnory service . The quarantine campe are located in a fenced 
area near Tes enei, snd conei t of numbered pens. Three veterinarians 
control the collection and quarantine of the nimule which ere vaccinated 
against rinderpest and eubjected to strict ob•ervation for at least three 
weeks before beins moved to Cheren, wher a further obeervstioo period 
of 8-10 daye is effected p�ior to &laughter. The temperature ie taken 
of each animal before slaughter. AntP.- and poet-mortem inspections are 
carried out by an adequate number of veterinariane. The laughter and 
cold storage fac�liti�a and the refrigerated truck&, as w•ll ae the mean& 
used for the tranaport of �nimal& from the 4uarantine area to the 
slaughterhouse, belong to the company and are excellent and well kept from 
all point• of vie�. Cleaning and dieinfection are carried out under 
veterinary auperv1sion i� t8tions sp0cially equipped for thie purpose. 

The mi alon ro"nd t��t the general condition of the animals awaiting 
slaughter at Cberen wa good. Leanne�a wee however prevalent in spite of 
four weeke 1 epeci 1 fe din8 in quarRntine. la fact, feeding constitutes 
a serious problem under the prevailing conditione in Erithrea and ha• a 
bearing on the tin�l coat of the exportable product. 

Handling and proceaaip& gf th! Afric�n mret in §ulaaria. 

At ite destination the meat ia unloaded and taken by special isothermal 
trucks to a factory (an old meat plant e•pecialiy adapted for this purpose) 
located in the same harbour area of Varna, j_n a fenced-off compound to 
which neither animals nor unRutborized pereons �ave access. 

In the factory the meat ia stored until proceaaed, which consist& 
essentially of a abort ripening period after thawine, mixing with pork, 
ealting and convereion, by cooking and smoking, into 5 or 6 different 
kinds of sausages. 

Heating must be carried out at 70°c and must confer to the end product 
the characteristics and aspects of cooked meat. (At the inspection, the 
cut surface of the eaueagee baa to leave no doubt in this respect), 

The plant is divided into two •ections: the 'potentially' infected 
section is subject to special security meaauree to exclude eafely the escape 
of virus with personnel, materials and effluents, The �ersonnel of the 
plant leave their clothes (with exception of underwear) in the dressing 
rooms and put on protective clothing anci special boots. The dressing 
rooms have showers. 

Sanitary control meaeures are appl1ed under the eupervieion of three 
veterinarians who are also responsible for the correct application of 
all precautions and meaeurea taken, including the proceseiog of the meat· 
products, to enaure destruction ot any virue which might have been 
introduced. All effluent& of the plant are chemically sterilized in septic 
tanks before being diecharged into tne aea. 

The overall imprepeion of the miaei9n waa, in general, favourable 
especially in eo far •• the measure• applied at Varna are concernei to 
ensure the aafe proceaaina of the meat brou&ht in from Africa. A• to 
this latter point, the mieaion appreciated the g reat financial efforts 
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made in Africa by the Bulgaro-Bthiopian Company in organizing and directing 
all operations from the purchase and quarantine of the animals to the 
obtaining and storage of the frozen meat. Under the prevailing conditions 
in Bthiopia, however, it cannot be excluded with certainty that foot-and
mouth disease virus may sometimes have access to the animals purchased 
for slaughter, even if foot-and-mouth disease has not been officially 
reported in this region in recent years. In fact, sporadic cases of 
disease are known to occur from time to time among indigenous cattle 
in Erithrea; the disease ie generally mild in them, but wild ruminants 
and warthogs are frequently found dead in the course of an outbreak. 
This la�ter observation, according to the Director of the Veterinary 
Service in Erithrea, is sometimes the sole indication of the presence of 
foot-and-mouth virus in an area. Epizootiology and incidence of foot-and
mouth disease were also discussed at Addie Ababa and Diredawa with officials 
from FAO and of the British and the French Missions. It was generally 
agreed that foot-and-mouth disease hae not been found to be a problem of 
great concern in Bthiopia, at least in recent years. Sporadic cases only 
have been reported or observed on a few occasions and virus type O was, on 
the basis of the few specimens sent to Nairobi or Pirbright for typing, 
the causal virus. 

Unfortunately, the lack of an organized veterinary service may 
jeopardize, even for a long time, initiatives and efforts aimed �t creating 
and maintaining disease-free areas with a view to the preparation, without 
any risks, of fresh meat to be exported to Europe. 

(b) The 'Chandris' enterprise at Diredawa. At Diredawa, the mission 
visited the slaughterhouse of the Chandris Company and discussed the sanitary 
position of the region (Harar) with the field veterinary officer of the French 
mission. The slaughterhouse is new and equipped according to very modern 
criteria. Two veterinarians are in charge of meat inspection and the approved 
carcases are sent under refrigeration conditions to Djibouti where they are 
either canned or frozen before being sold on the market or turned over to 
the army. A special treatment is applied by the same firm at Djibouti to 
the meat destined for some European industries. Sterilization by autoclaving 
and subsequent freezing are applied; this meat is exported in polythene 
bags together with the canned extract obtained during cooking, and is used 
for the production of meat sauce, ragout etc. 

The sanitary position of the Harar region has been very satisfactory 
in recent years, especially since vaccination against rinderpest hae been 
regularly carried out. In several years of activity, the French mission was 
informed on only two occasions of the presence of foot-and-mouth disease 
somewhere in the region . 

A full report of the visits to Bthiopia wae presented at the Meeting 
of the Bxecutive Committee of the Commission at Dubrovnik, Yugoslavia on 
l�-14 October 1966. An account of the information collected and the results 

·of the contacts established with the veterinary service in Brithrea and the
veterinary experts working in many other Ethiopian regions were discussed by
the Committee. Referring in particular to the Bulgaro-Bthiopian enterprise,
some delegates expressed some reserve on the 'safety' of the importation
of frozen meat from Ethiopia into Burope,despite all the precautions taken
at both the origin and destination. At any rate, the good organization set
up by the Bulgarian authorities in this respect was appreciated.

3. Meetings of the Commission's Committees

A. Meeting of the Research Group of the Standing Technical Committee
































































