
164th Session of the Council 
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Item 11, Status of Implementation of Decisions taken at the 163rd Session of the Council (2-6 December 2019) 

Member Name Comments 

United States (Wed 

01/07/2020 13:23) 

Notified that it does not have any written feedback regarding this item. 

Australia (SWP 

representative) (Thu 

02/07/2020 17:09) 

 

We welcome the update on the status of implementation of decisions taken at the 163rd Session of the Council and offer 

the following comments: 

Item 1:  In addition to this update, we welcome confirmation from Management that the additional resources allocated 

to FAO’s work on the International Plant Protection Convention (IPPC) and the Joint FAO/WHO Food Safety Scientific 

Advice Programme have been incorporated into the ongoing programme of work as requested by the 163rd Session of 

Council (CL 164/7 para 18 refers). We look forward to continuing to working with FAO Management as well as the 

IPPC and Codex Secretariats to ensure that the benefits of this valuable resource is maximised and adequately sustains 

the execution of the important work these programmes undertake.  

Item 2:  In addition to this update, we welcome the information provided in CL 164/3 - Information Note 2 regarding 

sustainable funding for the Office of the Inspector General and we look forward to continuing to work with FAO 

Management and the Office of the Director General to ensure adequate resources for the Office to complete its 

important work programme going forward. 

Item 7: We have appreciated the information provided to date on the Hand-in-Hand Initiative, including the most recent 

information presented in CL 163/3 - Information Note 3 and look forward to ongoing transparency and accountability 

about the Initiative. We also look forward to continuing to work with the FAO through the Hand-in-Hand Initiative to 

advance the needs of the most vulnerable countries, including those in the Indo-Pacific region.  

Item 8: We welcome the FAO’s engagement in the preparation of this important Summit and look forward to ongoing 

and active engagement, including through the GOFFSS. We emphasise the importance of engaging with all countries in 

the lead up to the Summit and to making sure everyone has a voice in the preparatory processes as well at the Summit 

itself. This is particularly true for the Pacific SIDS who, due to their proximity to places like Rome and New York, are 

often constrained in their ability to physically attend meetings and ensure their needs are both heard and addressed. In 

this regard we welcome the confirmation that Fiji has a place on the Advisory Group. 

Item 11: We welcome the inclusion of an outcome and output level indicator for AMR in the PWB document. In light 

of technical questions and suggestions made in the Programme Committee and Joint Committee to improve the 

indicator we look forward to further consultation with members on the indicator before it is finalised. 

Item 19:  We welcome the update provided to Council and stress the importance of any solution addressing:  



• How members will be involved in developing the selection documentation.  

• Whether all members will be able to see the applications that would then allow members to caucus on preferred 

candidates.  

• How members will be involved in the shortlisting of candidates.  

• How the panel will have regional balance.  

• How the process promotes/contributes to gender equality.  

We look forward to contributing to the discussion via the Chairpersons of the respective Article XIV Bodies. 

United Kingdom (Fri 

03/07/2020 16:25) 

 

The completed status of the decisions reflected in lines 2, 5 and 17 is incorrect. Please, would you revise these to 

ongoing and provide an update on progress with them at the 165th Session of FAO Council.  

Line 2 is “The Council (…) looked forward to adequate funding for the Office of the Inspector General from within 

existing resources”. The recent joint meeting did not consider that funding for the Office of the Inspector General was 

sustainable 

Line 5 is “The Council (…) looked forward to: a strengthened Key Performance Indicator (KPI) in the 2020-21 results 

framework; a related staff satisfaction survey for all employees of FAO; and an analysis regarding the potential added 

value of making available for all three Rome-based Agencies (RBAs) a common specialised expertise on investigative 

functions related to allegations of sexual harassment, sexual exploitation and sexual abuse; (para 9. b)”. Please can 

management provide an update on when the analysis regarding a common specialised expertise will be completed and 

shared with Council. 

Line 17 is “The Council (…) looked forward to receiving regular information on TCP implementation and performance 

in future reports on the financial position of the Organization to the Finance Committee”. The recent joint meeting 

requested that more information be provided on the Technical Cooperation Programme (TCP). 

Peru (Fri 03/07/2020 

17:23)  

 

With regard to point 1 on the Adjustments to the Programme of Work and Budget 2020-21, “The Council welcomed the 

additional resources allocated to the International Plant Protection Convention (IPPC)...which would address the 

backlog of related work…”. This Representation expects that the increase in resources allocated to the IPPC and 

CODEX should enable more effective work for both Commissions, which will contribute greatly towards achieving the 

Sustainable Development Goals. 

Argentina (Fri 

03/07/2020 17:48) 

Argentina would like to thank the Secretariat for drafting document CL 164/LIM/3, which states clearly the status of 

implementation of decisions taken at the 163rd Session of the Council. 

Argentina would like to make the following comments on the above document: 
 With regard to the Hand-in-Hand Initiative (page 5/para 7 of the document) and the progress made on paragraph 9.d 

from the Report of the Council on the 163rd Session, Argentina would like clarification on the resources allocated for 

the Initiative. It is our understanding that the Hand-in-Hand Initiative will be funded by extrabudgetary resources, 

however, the comments presented in document CL 164/LIM/3 state that “FAO commits to support, out of its own 

resources, only the 44 low-income countries and countries in protracted crisis”.  



 If the Hand.in-Hand Initiative is funded by FAO resources, Argentina would like to highlight the fact that, given the 

principle of universality, all countries should be considered as beneficiaries and not as “beneficiary countries” or 

“contributor countries” depending on income. This was the spirit in which paragraph 9.d of the Report of the 163rd 

Session of the Council was agreed. 
 Argentina would also like to reiterate the intention expressed by the Council that the list of 44 countries should not be a 

closed list, which may be how the document is understood, and that it could be increased to include all categories of 

countries. 
 CL 163/3 Information Note 1 (page 13 of the document) states that FAO was examining case-by-case requests from 

other countries to be part of the Initiative, including countries from our region that still suffer from high levels of 

extreme poverty and malnutrition, in spite of being classified as middle and high-income countries. Consequently, 

Argentina would like to know the result of these evaluations. 

European Union (Fri 

03/07/2020 18:43) 

 

1. The European Union and its 27 Member States welcome the overview of the status of implementation of the 

Decisions taken at the 163rd Council session set out in document CL 164/LIM/3. We would like to make three 

specific comments and one general comment on this document. 

2. The first specific comment is on point 2. We believe that the implementation of this decision is not completed 

but ongoing. The Council approved an additional amount of USD 400.000 for OIG in December 2019. 

Nonetheless, in the 2019 Annual Report of the Inspector General it is clearly stated that OIG needs two 

additional investigator positions as a minimum requirement. We understand that the additional funds approved 

in December 2019 will be used to fund one position while the other needed position remains unfinanced. 

Therefore, the implementation status should read ”ongoing”. 
3. Another specific comment concerns point 5. We note that no information is provided on the follow-up to the 

Council's request for an analysis of the potential added value of making available for all three Rome-based 

Agencies (RBAs) a common specialised expertise on investigative functions related to allegations of sexual 

harassment, sexual exploitation and sexual abuse. This analysis seems to be still ‘ongoing’ and therefore the 

whole of paragraph 9.b of the Council report cannot be considered as ‘completed’. 

4. The last specific comment is on point 19. According to the information provided on this point, the 

recommendations of the External Audit were reduced from 45 to 9. Hence, there are still 9 open issues. 

Therefore, the status of this point has to be considered 'ongoing' 

5. The general comment concerns the overall high number of actions which are marked as 'ongoing' as compared 

to the ones marked as 'completed' (14 against 11 - or even 17 against 8 if the above points are taken into 

account). We also note that some of the ongoing actions concern topics that have been on the table for quite 

some time already. This situation gives rise to concern, especially taking into account that the Organisation may 



undergo significant organisational changes in the near future. We would welcome a strong commitment from 

FAO management to ensure that the ongoing actions will be concluded as soon as possible. 

Japan (Sat 

04/07/2020 13:34) 

While we will not block consensus on this matter, we think it is important to reflect the decisions and views of the 

respective Governing Bodies of the organizations under Article 14 as much as possible, in the selection of the respective 

Executive Secretaries, to ensure accountability to the respective Memberships of those Bodies. 

 

 


