
Key points

• The conflict and its impact on communities are still the main driver 
of food insecurity in Mali, where the situation is now exacerbated 
by the effects of the coronavirus disease 2019 (COVID-19) and the 
restrictive measure taken by the Government. 

• To prevent the spread of COVID-19, FAO has put in place a series 
of preventive and protective measures, such as awareness 
campaigns, hand washing stations, physical distancing.

• The ongoing early lean season in western Sahel, Liptako Gourma, 
and parts of northern Mali, linked to early stock depletion and 
declining incomes, is triggering the adoption of negative coping 
mechanisms, whose food insecurity is likely to deteriorate, 
particularly from June to September 2020.

• To prevent the possible spread of desert locust in West Africa, FAO is 
working in close collaboration with Mali’s National Centre for Desert 
Locust Control to set up a monitoring and protection mechanism 
of crops and pastures and to strengthen the national early warning 
system and the Centre’s capacities (additional assignment and 
training of staff, acquisition of materials and equipment).

Planned response by December 2020

990 000 people targeted
animal feed | vegetable and fodder seeds | tillage equipment | deworming 
| vaccination campaigns | rehabilitation of wells | goat restocking | cash+ | 
cash for work | unconditional cash transfer programmes | support small-scale 
businesses that are essential to the food supply chain | Dimitra clubs, farmer 
field schools, village savings and loan associations and farmers’ organizations 
| local production of handwashing devices engaging women and youth | 
assess and analyse the effects of COVID-19 on food security and nutrition | 
identify the producers most affected by the pandemic to provide them with 
adequate assistance  

Response to-date since January–April 2020

65 580 people assisted
• Distributed 2 828 goats and 500 hens
• Installed nine milk production kits with accessories (generator, solar 

panels, freezer, control material)
• Built nine livestock feed banks and installed biogas production in ten stables
• Started nine boreholes, marked 47 km of pastoral trail
• Distributed  48 tonnes of potato cuttings, 636 kg of vegetable seeds, 

1 500 kg of rice, 1 500 kg of maize and 1 500 kg of sorghum
• Distributed 1 300 hoes, 1 300 watering cans and 800 wheelbarrows

In numbers

In the context of the 
COVID-19 pandemic, providing 
livelihood assistance to 
vulnerable households 
is crucial to prevent the 
worsening of their food security 
and nutrition, especially 
in a country in which the 
agriculture sector employs 
80 percent of the workforce.

Response overview 
June 2020

Mali

250 998 IDPs, with  

about 10 000 newly displaced people 

each month

140 098 people fled 

to neighbouring countries and 

83 833 people have returned to Mali 

(April 2020)

1.3 million people 

projected to be in severe acute food 

insecurity (June–August 2020) and an 

additional 280 000 due to COVID-19

USD 29.4 million required  

by FAO by December 2020 – the 

amount was revised upwards to 

include additional funding in response 

to COVID-19
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Funding

FUNDING TO-DATE

USD 17.7 million 

FUNDING GAP

USD 11.7 million
39.7%

60.3%

Challenges facing food security and agriculture

In Mali, the first cases of COVID-19 were reported on 25 March 2020 in a context 
already marked by a security crisis and when the Government had just declared 
a food and nutrition emergency. The effects of extreme weather events during 
the 2017/18 and 2018/19 agricultural seasons had led to significant fodder 
deficits in the Sahelian strip of Kayes. These deficits were also recorded in 
Mauritania and Senegal, increasing pressure on fodder resources in the western 
Sahel and more specifically in Mali. Furthermore, conflict triggered by armed 
groups in the northern and central regions of the country have seriously 
affected agricultural production. For example, in Mopti region alone, 34 700 ha 
of land could not be cultivated during the 2019/20 season.

Following the first recorded cases of COVID-19, the Government put in place a 
series of measures, such as the closure of all borders for travelers, a two-week 
curfew, the ban on gatherings of over 50 people and the closure of schools 
throughout the country. Although market activities and the movement of goods 
were maintained, certain constraints were encountered. Movement restrictions 
prevent farmers, herders and fishers from accessing markets and production 
areas, while suppliers face delivery delays.

For many rural households, the effects of the pandemic and related 
government restrictions occur during an essential period (April–June) for the 
preparation of fields and transhumance movements. This is mainly impacting: 
(i) seasonal migration; (ii) the availability of agricultural labour; (iii) access 
to pastoral resources; and (iv) access to agricultural inputs and tools. As a 
result, households may not be able to adequately prepare for the agricultural 
season, nor would government and non-government actors be able to provide 
essential support (e.g. the distribution of inputs to agropastoralists at the 
start of the season). In an already fragile context, now exacerbated by the 
pandemic, it is essential to provide rapid assistance to protect the agricultural 
livelihoods of affected households, and prevent the further deterioration of 
their food security and nutrition.

Resource partners
The Government of Canada, the Central 

Emergency Response Fund, the Special Fund for 

Emergency and Rehabilitation Activities and the 

United Nations Peacebuilding Fund

to assist

990 000 people 

FAO requires

USD 29.4 million
by December 2020
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Projected acute food insecurity situation (June–August 2020)

Source: Cadre Harmonisé, March 2020. Conforms to the United Nations Mali map, February 2020.
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Contact

FAO Emergency and Resilience Division
Rome, Italy

PSE-Director@fao.org
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The boundaries and names shown and the designations 
used on this map do not imply the expression of any 
opinion whatsoever on the part of FAO concerning the 
legal status of any country, territory, city or area or of its 
authorities, or concerning the delimitation of its frontiers 
and boundaries. Dashed lines on maps represent 
approximate border lines for which there may not yet 
be full agreement.
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