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The COVID-19 pandemic has affected the lives of tens of millions of people 
around the world. It has challenged public health systems and stalled economic 
development. It has also underlined our inextricably close relationship with 
wildlife, from which most infectious diseases emerge. 

There is an urgent need to learn from the pandemic and to prevent future 
outbreaks. We need to tackle the root causes, and in particular, the accelerating 
loss of biodiversity, habitat destruction and the unsustainable use of wildlife. 
We need to plan for the future, carry out disease risk assessments, improve 
national preparedness and response measures, and support coordinated 
global solutions that benefit everyone. 

Our Sustainable Wildlife Management (SWM) Programme considers 
and addresses a variety of zoonotic risks associated with wildlife and the 
consumption of wild meat, by: improving understanding of wild meat value 
chains and the health implications; promoting alternative and sustainable 
production of farmed meat and fish; and designing social marketing 
campaigns to reduce urban consumption of wildlife. 

During the last four months, given the multiple and massive impacts of 
COVID-19, we have experienced unforeseen delays in our field activities in 
the 13 participating African, Caribbean and Pacific countries. However, as 
demonstrated in this issue of the Newsletter, we have successfully adapted 
our work plans and have made progress (remotely) on many important 
topics. Enjoy and keep safe!    

WELCOME

Hubert Boulet
SWM Programme Coordinator
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Summarised below are the highlights from each SWM site for the period March 2020 to June 2020. They build 
on the highlights in the first, second, third and fourth SWM Newsletters.

Effective multi-stakeholder and multi-partner communication 
is key to the success of the SWM Programme. The SWM 
communication team is working continuously to raise 
awareness about sustainable wildlife management. This 
includes sharing the findings from our fieldwork and 
ensuring that local communities are informed and involved 
in the Programme, as part of our Community Rights-Based 
Approach. 

“To reach our many audiences, which range from policy makers and donors to indigenous leaders and traditional hunters, 
we use multiple communication channels, including print, social media, film, local radio, events and campaigns,” explains 
David Mansell-Moullin, the SWM Programme communication coordinator. “In addition, the SWM web portal is now live 
and is packed full of interesting SWM articles, news and videos – please take a look and share the link with colleagues.”

HIGHLIGHTS

SPECIAL FOCUS - COMMUNICATION

Guyana - Rupununi Savannahs
Fish consumption surveys were conducted and river 
patrols took place. Chicken and beef farmers received 
technical support. A poster and presentation were 
produced to raise awareness of the impacts of roads 
on wildlife. Questionnaires were designed to measure 
the impacts of COVID-19 on wildlife and to assess 
knowledge of wildlife regulations.

Zambia and Zimbabwe - KaZa Transfrontier  
Conservation Area
Project staff continued implementing field activities 
while observing the COVID-19 guidelines issued by 
the health authorities. Three boreholes were drilled 
and/or rehabilitated to improve community access 
to clean water and reduce human-wildlife conflict 
by shortening the distances required to walk to 
collect water. Community social centres were also 
rehabilitated.

Gabon - Mulundu Department
The COVID-19 pandemic resulted in, among many 
impacts, the closure of international and provincial 
borders, and meetings limited to a maximum of nine 
people. The site team focused on analysing venison 
off-take and consumption data, planning household 
surveys, supporting the establishment of hunting 
management committees and building capacity.

Congo - Ouesso basin
The site team was trained in the use of camera traps 
for wildlife monitoring. Fifty cameras will be installed 
in Kabo, Bomassa, Makao and Mokabi areas. Five 
participatory meetings were held in four communities 
to update the hunting zone map. The value chain 
analysis and socio-economic data were analysed by 
the team.  

Democratic Republic of the Congo - Ituri landscape
Field activities came to a halt due to the health 
restrictions. The team used this time to analyse 
socio-economic and consumption data and to plan 
future activities. Wildlife monitoring and market 
survey protocols were finalised. Most importantly, 
a comprehensive Free, Prior and Informed Consent 
protocol is ready to be implemented.

Sahelian Wetlands Site - RESSOURCE Project
Chad, Egypt, Mali, Senegal and Sudan
Covid-19 restrictions slowed market and consumption 
surveys in Chad, Egypt, Mali and Senegal. Efforts were 
made to prevent, monitor and combat invasive aquatic 
plants in the Senegal Delta. The Steering Committee 
met remotely in June, and agreed on activities for the 
next 12 months and a project no-cost extension to 
December 2021.

Papua New Guinea - Bismarck Forest Corridor
Fieldwork was suspended in March and most of 
April due to COVID-19; however, the team continued 
liaising remotely with partner communities and 
finalized fieldwork plans. In May and June, short field 
trips resumed, concentrating on Basic Necessity Survey 
focus groups, community tree nursery support and 
World Environment Day events.

Madagascar - Makira landscape
Community training in how to develop fish farms 
was intensified. Poultry beneficiaries completed their 
chicken houses, which are needed to keep predators 
such as fossas, at bay. Comprehensive baseline studies 
(e.g. on consumption practices, livestock assessment 
and governance) were finalized, allowing the site 
team to roll out tailored based activities.
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http://www.fao.org/3/ca3952en/ca3952en.pdf
http://www.fao.org/3/ca5555en/ca5555en.pdf
http://www.fao.org/3/ca6846en/ca6846en.pdf
http://www.fao.org/3/ca8499en/CA8499EN.pdf
https://www.swm-programme.info/homepage


World Environment Day
05 June 2020

FAO organised a high-level online event 
‘The Interface of Humans, Animals and the 
Environment’, which included a presentation 
by Robert Nasi (Director General, CIFOR) on the 
SWM Programme (starting 1:09 click here). 

“During the last three decades, wildlife populations have been declining in Zambia and Zimbabwe,” explains Patrice 
Grimaud, the SWM KaZa Coordinator. “Recurring droughts, habitat loss and poaching are among the major causes.” 

The SWM Programme is implementing the Kavango-Zambezi (KaZa) Project to address these challenges by promoting 
Community Conservancies as a way to improve land-use planning and the management of wildlife and livestock. The 
KaZa Project aims to reduce conflicts between local communities and wildlife by introducing affordable and appropriate 
technologies to protect livestock and crops from wild animals, and by supporting sustainable fisheries and hunting practices 
that provide new livelihoods and sources of income. 

The SWM Programme has a very important role to play, explains Patrice Grimaud. “Our work will contribute to the 
conservation of flora and fauna in this biodiverse region as well as the living conditions and food security of the people who 
depend on these natural resources.” The KaZa Project is being developed with traditional chiefs and local communities, 
and is coordinated by the French Agricultural Research Centre for International Development (CIRAD). And at the Zambia 
site, project activities are being implemented in partnership with the Center for International Forestry Research (CIFOR). 

FACTS AND FIGURES

COUNTRY STORY - KAZA (ZAMBIA AND ZIMBABWE) 

EVENTS  CORNER

EU Green Deal and COVID-19 response
18 June 2020

During the high-level FAO Brussels Dialogue on 
mainstreaming biodiversity and sustainable use 
of natural resources across the agricultural sector 
–  linkages with the European Green Deal and the 
global COVID-19 response, the SWM Programme 
was mentioned by FAO Deputy Director-General, 
Maria-Helena Semedo (left) and FAO Director of 
Forestry, Mette Wilkie (right). (starting at 22:55 
and at 1:00.30, respectively,  click here)

COVID-19 Forestry Webinar Week
23 June 2020

Sandra Ratiarison (FAO and SWM Regional 
Coordinator) presented how the SWM Programme 
will contribute to the One Health approach 
during the webinar, Strengthening the connection 
between forests, biodiversity and health in the One 
Health approach. (starting at 2:39:10 click here)
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We plan to use over 500 camera traps on  
three continents

Year 3 (August 2020 to July 2021) 
implementation plans are being finalised for 13 
country sites

http://www.fao.org/webcast/home/en/item/5290/icode/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-jFILkPe0KM&t=1823s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=b2jWw4fbWUc&feature=youtu.be
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This document was produced with the financial assistance of the  European 
Union. The views expressed herein can in no way be taken to reflect the 
official opinion of the European Union.

FIND OUT MORE

SWM-programme@fao.org
www.swm-programme.info

FROM THE FIELD

Recent SWM Programme news items include:
• FAO homepage story – Madagascar’s communities, an 

engine for change (English, French). 
• UN News interview with Hubert Boulet on World 

Environment Day (French).
• RESSOURCE Brochure (version), published in French.
• SWM Madagascar (French) and the Democratic Republic of 

the Congo (French) leaflets published. 
• SWM video series published by the European Commission 

(audio-visual portal). 
• RESSOURCE Project (SWM Sahelian wetland site) promoted 

on World Migratory Bird Day (9 May) by FAO Forestry 
(here), FFEM (here) and World Migratory Bird Day (here).

• SWM stories published by the European Commission:

 � Counting birds for better conservation of wetlands in 
Senegal (click here)

 � Reconciling biodiversity and food security in Madagascar 
(click here)

 � Protecting wildlife through sustainable hunting in 
Guyana (click here).

• United Nations General Assembly –  Summit on Biodiversity 
22–23 September 2020 
www.unenvironment.org/events/un-day/un-general-
assembly-75-leaders-biodiversity-summit

• World Migratory Bird Day  
10 October 2020 
www.worldmigratorybirdday.org

• International Union for Conservation of Nature (IUCN) –  
World Conservation Congress 
7–15 January 2021 
www.iucncongress2020.org

WHAT’S COMING UP?

NEWSROOM

SWM TALKS
Robert Nasi, Director General, 
Center for International Forestry Research 
(CIFOR)

As COVID-19 spreads 
around the world, 
China and Viet Nam 
outlawed the hunting 
and trade of wild animals. 
Elsewhere, governments, 
n o n - g o v e r n m e n t a l 
organizations and civil 
society organizations are 
calling for similar blanket 
ban approaches based on 
the assumption that the 
virus spread from bats via 

an animal – still unknown, wild or domestic – to 
people in the Huanan Seafood wholesale market 
in Hubei (Wuhan province, China).

But blanket bans cannot be the solution.

If such wildlife hunting and trading bans were 
adopted worldwide, millions of Indigenous People 
and rural populations depending on wild meat for 
their protein, fat and micronutrients would face 
malnutrition.

Wildlife trafficking must be stopped, and legal trade 
controlled instead of banning and demonizing 
“wet markets”. Where no alternative source of 
protein exists, local people should be allowed to 
continue consuming wild meat, but it should be 
banned in locations where there are alternative 
sources of protein as in most urban settings.

SWM partners study the implications of the 
interactions between wild animals and humans 
in diverse landscapes and policy environments in 
order to find actionable solutions to this complex 
issue and avoid future pandemics while ensuring a 
healthy wildlife and a healthy society.

A mandrill (Mandrillus sphinx), the world’s largest monkey, caught by 
a camera trap at the SWM Gabon site. 
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https://www.swm-programme.info/homepage
http://www.fao.org/fao-stories/article/en/c/1268513/
http://www.fao.org/fao-stories/article/fr/c/1268675/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RjKT3RJMfhk&feature=youtu.be
http://www.fao.org/3/ca8998fr/CA8998FR.pdf
http://www.fao.org/3/ca9078fr/ca9078fr.pdf
http://www.fao.org/3/ca8215fr/ca8215fr.pdf
https://audiovisual.ec.europa.eu/en/search?kwgg=SWM&mediatype=VIDEO
https://twitter.com/FAOForestry/status/1259037917797912578
https://twitter.com/FFEM_Fr/status/1259015630453444610
https://twitter.com/WMBD/status/1258721920536776707
https://ec.europa.eu/international-partnerships/stories/counting-birds-better-conservation-wetlands-senegal_en
https://ec.europa.eu/international-partnerships/stories/reconciling-biodiversity-and-food-security-madagascar_en
https://ec.europa.eu/international-partnerships/stories/protecting-wildlife-through-sustainable-hunting-guyana_en
http://www.unenvironment.org/events/un-day/un-general-assembly-75-leaders-biodiversity-summit
http://www.unenvironment.org/events/un-day/un-general-assembly-75-leaders-biodiversity-summit
http://www.worldmigratorybirdday.org
http://www.iucncongress2020.org

