
newsletter
Issue 5 - January to June 2020

RESSOURCE
PROJECT
SWM Sahelian Wetlands Site

Funded by the
European Union

Supported by

WELCOME
These are unprecedented times in more ways than one, and without 
ignoring the tragic aspects, there are many worthwhile lessons to be drawn. 
In the face of this tremendous challenge in improving our relationship 
with the rest of the living world, we strongly believe that our task is of 
paramount importance.

Initiatives such as the RESSOURCE Project and the Sustainable Wildlife 
Management (SWM) Programme, which aim at reconciling the conservation 
of biodiversity with harmonious human development, have a leading role 
to play, now more than ever. This need strengthens our commitment and 
our determination. To be successful we must inform, disseminate and share 
knowledge, which we strive to do, among other things, through these six-
monthly newsletters.

In spring, millions of migrating birds that wintered on the African 
continent returned to Europe. Like every year, the winter months have 
been the scene of intense activity for all of the RESSOURCE Project teams 
and technical partners working in the field. This fifth issue will present the 
highlights and the challenges they faced.

I hope you enjoy it!

*”Strengthening expertise in Sub-Saharan Africa on birds and their rational use 
for communities and their environment’’

Bruno Portier
RESSOURCE Project Coordinator
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“There is an urgent need to block the complete artificial transformation of the Senegal River Delta,” said Patrick Triplet, 
responsible for relations with protected areas managers in Africa for the Migratory Birds of the Western Paleartic (OMPO). 
“To better conserve Sahelian wetlands and the services they provide to waterbirds and the local communities, we must make 
better use of them,” he added.

Sustainable exploitation of white water lily, present everywhere in the Senegal River Delta, is promising. Although for many 
of us, the white water lily is mainly appreciated for its decorative value, it also has many nutritional and pharmaceutical 
benefits. Its seeds are, for example, very popular in several local recipes.

White water lily production is up to ten times more profitable than growing rice. “If cultivating lilies in abandoned rice fields 
converted for this purpose is successful, it would be possible to develop a profitable economic sector that supports wetland 
conservation,” he concludes. The exploitation of the white water lily could therefore contribute to the food and financial 
needs of local communities.

HIGHLIGHTS

SPECIAL FOCUS - HIGHLIGHTING THE IMPORTANCE OF 
THE WHITE WATER LILY IN THE SENEGAL RIVER DELTA

Egypt - Lake Nasser, Nile Valley and Delta 
The study on the waterbirds value chain was 
completed on Burullus and Manzala Lakes in the 
Nile Delta. The 802 interviews carried out confirm 
the importance of hunting for some migratory 
(Garganey, Northern Pintail) and sedentary 
(Common Moorhen) waterfowl species.

Senegal - Senegal River Delta
The 32nd consecutive annual waterbird census in the 
Senegal River Delta was conducted in January 2020; 
nearly 300 000 waterbirds, of which there were 
over 100 Black-crowned Cranes, were recorded. The 
monitoring of 13 hunting concessions and the study 
of a sample of 199 households are still underway in 
order to assess the harvesting of wild birds by tourist 
hunting and local communities.

Mali - Inner Niger Delta 
Eighteen forest rangers and staff of local non-
governmental organizations have been trained in 
identifying waterbirds and monitoring wetlands. 
They put their newly acquired skills into practice 
during a ground waterbird census on Lake Magui. 
Two fly-over tests made it possible to assess from the 
skies the numbers of waterbirds in Lakes Magui and 
Manantali. 

Chad - Bahr Aouk et Salamat Ramsar Site and 
Lake Chad Basin
Waterbird census were performed on the 
floodplains of Bahr Aouk et Salamat, Logone 
and Toupouri depressions, as well as on Iro and 
Fitri Lakes. Six high officials from the Directorate 
of Wildlife Conservation and Protected Areas 
(DCFAP) received training in the use of GPS and 
QGIS.

Sudan - Red Sea coast and upper Nile Valley
A first boat count was carried out on the Sudanese 
side of Lake Nubia. In Khor Abu Habil Inner Delta, 
large flocks of Black-tailed Godwit (9 percent of 
the wintering population in East Africa) were 
discovered. Efforts are still underway to designate 
this site as a Ramsar Wetland of International 
Importance. 
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The wetlands of Chad represent an exceptional natural heritage. Over the past few months, the RESSOURCE Project has 
continued the waterbirds census, from the ground or aircraft, over these vast areas.

It is crucial to carry out these biodiversity monitoring activities on a regular basis and simultaneously across major wetlands. 
“This would allow us to collect data that are invaluable at the local and national levels, but also for international 
agreements relating to the conservation and management of waterbirds and wetlands,” explains Clémence Deschamps, 
Project Manager at the Tour du Valat Research Institute.

More than 11 hours of flight time were required to sample the vast Ramsar site of the Logone floodplain and Toupouri 
depressions. “Several thousand Spur-winged Geese and Collared Pratincoles were counted in the wet meadows located 
north of the site,” affirms Jean-Yves Mondain-Monval, of the Migratory Birds Unit of the French Office for Biodiversity 
(OFB). On Lake Fitri and the flood plain of Bahrs Aouk et Salamat, significant numbers of Black-Crowned Cranes and 
Ruffs have been identified.

FACTS AND FIGURES

COUNTRY STORY – CHAD

EVENTS CORNER

More than 2 000 interviews  have been 
conducted since 2017 as part of the socio-
economic study on the importance of the 
waterbird value chains.  

During the 32nd waterbirds census in the 
Senegal River Delta, more than 100 000 
Northern Pintails were recorded.

Nearly 50 000 waterbirds were counted 
in areas that are rarely inventoried in 
southwest Chad.

World Wetlands Day 
2 February 2020

The theme of World Wetlands Day was “Wetlands and 
Biodiversity”. On this occasion, FAO highlighted the 
contribution of the RESSOURCE Project to international 
conservation efforts (see Tweet).

World Migratory Bird Day (WMBD) 
9 May 2020

The theme was “Birds Connect Our World”. The 
RESSOURCE Project was promoted on FAO, FFEM twitter 
accounts and also via the official WMBD account.

Open-ended Working Group on the post-2020 Global 
Biodiversity Framework  
24-29 February 2020
FAO headquarters, Rome, Italy

During this event, a presentation and a booth helped 
raise awareness amongst the delegates about the 
most recent progress in the SWM Programme and the 
RESSOURCE Project (see Tweet).

Carte du site ou photo
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https://www.worldwetlandsday.org
https://www.worldwetlandsday.org
https://twitter.com/FAOForestry/status/1223950464875712512
https://www.worldmigratorybirdday.org/2020/birds-connect-our-world
https://twitter.com/FAOForestry/status/1259037917797912578
https://twitter.com/FFEM_Fr/status/1259015630453444610
https://twitter.com/WMBD/status/1258721920536776707
https://twitter.com/FAOBrussels/status/1231944060123975682
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FROM THE FIELD

Further information about the RESSOURCE Project can be 
found through the following links:

• On World Environment Day on 5 June 2020, the 
European Union published the article, “Counting birds 
for better conservation of wetlands in Senegal”, which 
discusses the RESSOURCE Project (here). This article 
was also posted on their Twitter account (here).

• On World Environment Day, the RESSOURCE Project 
launched its brochure (click here).

• The Technical Support Unit for the African-Eurasian 
Migratory Waterbird Agreement (AEWA) African 
Initiative presented the project activities (read more).

• The fourth SWM Programme Newsletter (November 
2019–February 2020) was published in French and 
English.

• Colloque international sur les espèces envahissantes 
(International Symposium on Invasive Species) 
Université Gaston Berger de Saint-Louis (Senegal) 
22–25 September 2020

• World Migratory Water Bird Day 
10 October 2020 (Read more)

WHAT’S COMING UP?

NEWSROOM

RESSOURCE TALKS

Photo

One of the major risks of counting birds from the ground 
or by boat (just as for fishermen) is the presence of hippos!

Dr. Jacques Trouvilliez,  
Executive Secretary of the Agreement on the 
Conservation of African-Eurasian Migratory Waterbirds 
(AEWA)
The Agreement on the Conservation of 
African-Eurasian Migratory Waterbirds 
(AEWA) is an intergovernmental treaty 
for the conservation of migratory 
waterbirds and their habitats.

The AEWA Action Plan for Africa, 
a region of critical importance for 
millions of waterbirds that includes 
a significant number of IUCN Red List 
species, has been developed. It provides a roadmap for the 
implementation of the AEWA Strategic Plan on the African 
continent between 2019 and 2027. It defines a set of concrete 
measures supporting the conservation and sustainable use of 
waterbird populations, as well as their habitats.

The RESSOURCE Project is one of the most important projects 
for the Secretariat because it directly contributes to the 
implementation of the five objectives in the AEWA Strategic 
Plan.

The RESSOURCE Project is highly innovative in its approach 
because it creates a real interdisciplinary approach, which 
links ornithologists, environmental managers, hunters, socio-
economists, civil servants, ministries and national agencies 
responsible for wildlife and, through the SWM Programme, 
extensive expertise in the sustainable use of wildlife.

The RESSOURCE Project fills the gaps in our knowledge of 
waterbirds in Africa. It also sheds new light on their use by local 
communities, which will improve sustainable management.

The annual meetings of the Project Steering Committee, of 
which AEWA is a member, are therefore extremely enriching 
for all partners. These meetings provide an opportunity to 
exchange, share and debate. As soon as the situation allows, 
the AEWA Secretariat will be happy to host one of the 
upcoming RESSOURCE Project Steering Committee meetings 
in Bonn, Germany.

FIND OUT MORE
RESSOURCE-Project@fao.org

www.swm-programme.info/en/ressource-project
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This document was produced with the financial assistance of the French Facility 
for Global Environment and the European Union. The views expressed herein can 
in no way be taken to reflect the official opinion of the French Facility for Global 
Environment or the European Union. 
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https://ec.europa.eu/international-partnerships/stories/counting-birds-better-conservation-wetlands-senegal_en
https://twitter.com/europeaid/status/1268897864849080322
http://www.fao.org/3/ca8998fr/ca8998fr.pdf
https://www.facebook.com/Unit%C3%A9-de-Soutien-Technique-%C3%A0-lInitiative-africaine-de-lAEWA-1429077360695144/
http://www.fao.org/3/ca8499fr/ca8499fr.pdf
http://www.fao.org/3/ca8499en/ca8499en.pdf
http://www.worldmigratorybirdday.org/2020/birds-connect-our-world
mailto:RESSOURCE-Project@fao.org
https://www.swm-programme.info/en/ressource-project

