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A MESSAGE FROM THE MOUNTAIN
PARTNERSHIP SECRETARIAT COORDINATOR

M

ountains matter. For more than 18 years, the Mountain
Partnership (MP) has been working to highlight the
vital role that mountains play in sustaining our lives
and our planet.

The year 2019 was one of expansion for the
Secretariat, as we forged new exciting partnerships
with youth, the private sector, producers and communities, and the
fashion and music worlds.

Yuka Makino
@EURAC

Together we advocated for climate action, promoted best practices,
shared evidence and targeted new audiences to raise awareness
about the important role that mountain ecosystems play in providing
vital goods and services to the world.

The 2019 International Mountain Day (IMD) theme focused on young people, as they are agents of change
and the leaders of tomorrow. Around the world, students from MP member universities celebrated IMD by
sharing their actions on the ground.
The future generation was also at the heart of the capacity development of the Secretariat. This year’s
IPROMO course focused on the landscape approach for the management of mountain resources, while
the second edition of the Secretariat’s GROW Summer School addressed the importance of biodiversity
in agriculture.
In 2019, the effects of climate change in mountains was finally in the news. The High Mountain Areas
chapter of the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) Special Report on the Ocean and
Cryosphere, and the hundreds of articles that followed, enabled the public to learn about the disastrous
consequences of global warming on high mountain ecosystems and communities worldwide. The MPS
published an article in Science Magazine, arguing for accelerating the global movement for mountain
peoples and policies. The commitment of the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations
(FAO) to highlight how mountains are undermined by climate change came with the Director-General Qu
Dongyu’s presence during the official opening of IMD 2019 organized during COP 25. The MP was also a
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proud co-organizer, together with FAO, of the World Meteorological Organization’s High Mountain Summit,
which identified priorities and a roadmap for supporting sustainable development and risk reduction in
mountain and downstream regions.
Much of the Secretariat’s focus in 2019 involved collecting and sharing the voices of our members – and
you can read within this report some inspiring first-hand stories from some of the world’s most remote
mountain areas. From a sewing workshop powered by renewable energy in the mountains of Tajikistan, to
a partnership between the Parsons School of Design and a mountain community in Panama, to a mountain
producers’ training initiative for organic products in Peru, these stories show how mountain communities
are bridging innovation with traditional practices, bringing solutions and showing resilience.
We are particularly honoured to have had our Mountain Partnership Products (MPP) Initiative selected as
one of the best practices for Expo 2020 Dubai and look forward to reaching new audiences during this
global exposition, originally scheduled for late 2020 but now moved to 2021.
As we move forward in 2020, I would like to see our regional collaborations grow, so I invite all members
to share their aspirations and use the Partnership as a platform for exchange. With the target date for
achieving the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) just ten years away, this must be the decade for
implementation in mountains.
As I look back over the past two years as MPS Coordinator, I am proud to see its membership growing,
diversifying and increasing its commitments worldwide. Through the efforts of all our members, the
mountain agenda can truly become a global one.

Yu k a M a k i n o
Coordinator of the Mountain Partnership
Secretariat
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INTROD U CTION

A global movement for
mountain people and
environments

M

ore than 1 billion people live in moun-

tainous areas around the world, but
all 7.7 billion people on the planet
depend on healthy mountain environments, whose benefits include
mountain ecosystem services.

Yet people living in mountain regions are among the
world’s poorest, and farmers in mountain areas often
struggle to survive and feed their families. More than
90 percent of the world’s mountain dwellers live in
developing countries, including 634 million people
living in rural areas. Here a vast majority live below the
poverty line and more than half face the threat of food
insecurity. Mountain ecosystems are highly vulnerable
to land-use changes, unsustainable resource use,
population pressure, and prone to natural hazards and
extreme hydrological events – all further aggravated
by climate change. For these reasons, restoring
mountain ecosystems, building climate resilience and
empowering mountain communities is essential to
achieving the overall goals of ending poverty, achieving
zero hunger, ensuring clean water, clean energy and
economic growth, and reducing inequalities.

Recent years have seen a growing movement to
promote sustainable development in mountains, but
despite a range of commitments, progress is slow in
translating these pledges into policies, investments and
actions on the ground.
The MP members are in the forefront of efforts to
support the lives and livelihoods of mountain communities and protect their environments, working at
the global level to share information, experience and
expertise, and providing members with national policy
and strategy support, capacity development and
South–South knowledge exchange.
Raising awareness of the relevance of mountain ecosystems is an important part of the MPS’ mission. Only
when people fully understand how pivotal mountains
are to our daily lives will there be sufficient investment
and international momentum to ensure the sustainable
management of upland areas and a secure future for
the people who live in them as custodians of the most
important ecosystems on earth.

VII1

Ta c k l i n g c l i m at e c h a n g e i n m o u n ta i n s

Bringing
mountains
centre
stage

K

eeping mountains in the spotlight is an
important part of the MPS’ work, and 2019
saw concerted efforts to position mountain-related issues on the international
agenda. By sending a strong message to
negotiators and policy makers, the MPS
works to ensure that mountains and mountain people
are recognized as vital to our survival.

Tackling climate
change in
mountains
Despite supplying critical goods and services to
the entire planet, mountains are facing unprecedented threats, with climate change at the top of the list.
According to the 2019 IPCC Special Report on the Ocean
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RIGA AUTORE

Riconoscimento autore

FAO Director-General Qu Dongyu
speaks at the International Mountain
Day celebration at UNFCC COP 25 in
December 2019

©FAO/Eduardo Diéguez San
Bernardo
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and Cryosphere in a Changing Climate, climate change
is triggering the retreat of glaciers, while deforestation,
degradation, mining and unsustainable farming also
pose significant threats leading to a reduction in water
availability and arable land, and an increase in hazards.
Earlier in 2019, the event Tackling climate change in
the Pyrenees region examined the potential of regional
cooperation on transboundary issues relevant to
climate action. Co-organized by the MPS, the Permanent
Missions of the Principality of Andorra, France and
Spain, FAO and the Pyrenean Climate Change Observatory and held at the United Nations in New York, USA,
the 4 March event addressed the impacts of climate
change on mountain ecosystems, as well as opportunities for bolstering mountains’ climate resilience.
Participants at the World Meteorological Organization High Mountain Summit, held in Geneva in October
2019, committed to ensuring open access to and use
of hydrological, meteorological and climate information services that address mountain peoples’ need to
adapt to and manage threats caused by climate change.
The roadmap of the summit is expected to facilitate
the co-design of solutions, investments and capacity
building to address issues of climate, cryospheric and
hydrological change in support of natural hazard risk
management and adaptation, both in mountain regions
and beyond.
Mountains were championed at the 25th Conference
of Parties to the United Nations Framework Convention
on Climate Change (UNFCCC COP 25), held in December
in Madrid, Spain, with a number of events dedicated

4

to mountain areas and promotion of their resilience to
climate change.
During the official opening of IMD 2019 organized
during COP 25, FAO Director-General Qu Dongyu underscored the importance of enlisting young people in
driving climate action for mountains. MP members coordinated four events during COP 25:
•

Nature-based solutions on the ground (SDG 15):
UN support to people and landscapes

•

Driving adaptation in mountains through
community- and ecosystem-based innovation

•

International Mountain Day celebration

•

Building resilience of mountain communities:
data and science for policy action

S P OTLIGHT ON MEM B ERS

A year of scientific progress for mountains
specific initiative in the GEO Work Programme 2020-2022
and became a key partner in the Global Climate Change
Adaptation in Mountains Programme, supported by the
Swiss Agency for Development and Cooperation (SDC).
Last year was an important year for climate change
science. MRI joined forces to strengthen the assessment
on climate change impacts and adaptation in mountain
regions in the Sixth Assessment Report (AR6) of the
IPCC. Supported by the SDC and in collaboration with
its partners – the University of Zurich, Helvetas and
ICIMOD–MRI is promoting science-policy dialogues on
climate change in diverse mountain contexts and policy
arenas. The project leverages the IPCC AR6 experience
to invite and enhance the capacity-building of experts
and early career researchers in developing countries.

The Mountain Research Initiative (MRI) reached new
milestones in 2019 in its mission to promote global
change research in mountain regions across borders
through connection and collaboration.
MRI co-leads the Group on Earth ObservationsGlobal Network for Observations and Information
in Mountain Environments (GEO-GNOME), which is a
GEO Initiative that connects and facilitates access to
mountain observation data and information. In 2019,
GEO-GNOME was approved as the only mountain-

In addition, in 2019, the MRI Coordination Office was
successful in securing core project funding from the
Swiss Academies of Sciences and other contributors,
ensuring its continued support for its over 11 000
worldwide members and subscribers. A key focus in
the 2019–2023 phase is to further scale up and connect
scientific research in mountains, and facilitate and
strengthen links among science, policy and society.

The 2019 Mountain Research Initiative IPCC cohort

©The Mountain Research Initiative (MRI)
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Championing
mountains for the
2030 Agenda
Mountains feature in three targets linked to Goals
6 and 15, yet mountain environments and peoples
lack policies and investments that would enable full
implementation of the 2030 Agenda. In June, the MPS
hosted a side event at the Asia–Pacific Forestry Week
in Incheon, Republic of Korea. The event, called Policy
Reforms for Mountains in Agenda 2030, offered an
opportunity for outreach in the Asia–Pacific region,
specifically within the MP Framework for Action for
Implementing the 2030 Agenda for Mountains.
Building Climate Action in Mountains was the focus
of an event hosted by the MPS and organized by the
Government of the Principality of Andorra at the Highlevel Political Forum on Sustainable Development,
held in July in New York, USA. Participants called
for greater visibility for mountains in international
debates, in view of the fundamental role that they play
as key ecosystems, providing goods and services and
supporting the livelihoods of vast numbers of people.

The Mountain Partnership side event, “Building Climate Action in
Mountains”, at the High-level Political Forum in July 2019

©IISD/ENB | Mike Muzurakis
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Scaling up
attention
and action in
Argentina’s
mountains
In the year 2019, many initiatives took place
throughout Argentina to share knowledge, raise
awareness, and build a better future for the country’s
mountains.
To spread awareness about mountain topics to the
public, the Ministry of Environment and Sustainable
Development outlined environmental policies for
the management of mountain areas and established
a public information system on the state of these
environments. The system promotes the dissemination
of information and the spreading of awareness on the
environmental problems of mountain areas.
A similar project was created for the collection
and dissemination of data on Argentinian glaciers.
In June 2019, the Argentine Institute of Nivology,
Glaciology and Environmental Sciences (IANIGLA,
CONICET) researchers and Ministry of Environment
and Sustainable Development (MAyDS) technicians

The mountains of Kyrgyzstan

©Alma Uzbekova
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presented the National Glacier Inventory to Argentina’s
National Meteorological Service. The National Glacier
Inventory of Argentina is an interactive online portal
containing information on the glaciers surveyed in the
Argentine Andes. The presentation aimed to share
knowledge about the ability to identify and characterize
glaciers and periglacial geoforms and the importance
of this information. They shared how glaciers act as
water reserves; thus this inventory is an essential tool
for tracking Argentina’s solid water resources, and are
indispensable tools as indicators of climate change.
Argentina also prioritized the education of youth on
mountain environments and peoples. In celebration
of International Mountain Day 2019, the Argentinian
Ministry of Education published an entry on the Portal
Educar, the educational portal of the Ministry of
Education that provides materials for quality teaching
and learning, targeting students, teachers and families.
The IMD entry in the portal explains the challenges and
opportunities of mountain areas, specific information
about the Andes, and the importance of IMD.
Widespread communications also translated
into concrete actions in Argentina’s mountains. The
Argentinian army and the Project for Renewable Energy
in Rural Markets (PERMER) have joined hands to supply
clean energy to military shelters in the mountains. In
April 2019, solar collectors were installed at the Lamín
Volcano Military Refuge in the province of Neuquén
for the use of those stationed there, as well as local
community members. This initiative will expand to
other Argentinian army shelters in 2020.

“

In the year
2019, many
initiatives
took place
throughout
Argentina
to share
knowledge,
raise
awareness, and
build a better
future for
the country’s
mountains.

The Argentinian flag waves in front

©Thomas Hofer
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Promoting the role
of mountains in
tourism
Mountains play a vital role also in the global
economy, with about 15 to 20 percent of the tourism
industry located in mountains. Yet today, the elements
that attract people to mountains – clean air, diverse
landscapes, rich biodiversity and unique cultures –
are under threat, partly due to uncontrolled tourism
and climate change in the case of snow resorts. When
sustainably managed, tourism in mountains can
create income and equity, and protect these fragile
landscapes.
Opportunities and challenges for mountain tourism
were on the agenda at the United Nations World
Tourism Organization’s Euro-Asian Mountain Tourism
Conference, held in March in Bavaria, Germany.
More than 270 participants from 30 countries heard
that mountains can promote inclusion, drive local
economies and provide livelihoods to mountain
communities through tourism: provided it is wellplanned, developed, governed and managed in a
sustainable manner. A session attended by the MPS
explored how the challenges faced by mountain
tourism link to most of the Sustainable Development

A friendly game of Kok boru, a traditional Kyrgyz horse game

©Chris Yuan/Plateau Perspectives

10

MO U NTA IN PA RTNERSHI P SECRETA RI AT A NN UA L RE P ORT 2 01 9

Goals, and the need to invest in mountain
communities to lift them out of poverty and
ensure they have equitable access to the
benefits of tourism.
In May in Baku, Azerbaijan, an
international conference on Mountains:
Cultures, Landscapes and Biodiversity
highlighted innovative solutions to
problems that are increasingly threatening
the world’s mountainous regions. The
three-day gathering brought together
academics, environmentalists, biologists,
tourism experts and other professionals
from more than 30 countries and 12
international organizations, with a
particularly strong presence of young
people.
The closing conference for the
EMbleMatiC Mediterranean Mountains
project took place in Crete, Greece,
in October to discuss the challenges
of developing sustainable tourism in
mountain regions. The project explored
the potential for sustainable tourism in
mountain areas close to the Mediterranean
coast, while managing difficulties linked to
climate change and growing numbers of
tourists fleeing heatwaves in the lowlands.

Building
evidence for
policy-making
in mountains
The MPS highlights and fosters the development of scientific evidence on the
role that mountain environments and
mountain people play for our planet. This
is an important first step in ensuring that
specific policies, strategies and actions are
designed to effectively address them.
In a bid to highlight the challenges faced
by mountains and mountain communities
to a wider audience, the MPS published an
article in the prestigious Science Magazine,
arguing for accelerating the movement for
mountain peoples and policies.
A UN General Assembly Report,
Sustainable mountain development, prepared
by FAO and the MPS in collaboration with
governments, relevant agencies of the UN
system and other organizations, examined
some of the valuable contributions made
by mountains to life on the planet and
sustainable development.

Explorers in northern Pakistan, in the Passu village of the
Gilgit-Baltistan region

©Mountain Wilderness International/Anna Sustersic

It analysed some of the main problems
facing mountain communities, including
poverty, vulnerability to food insecurity and
exclusion, as well as the negative impacts of
climate change and natural hazards. The
report identifies six interrelated areas on
which multistakeholder action should focus
to address the gaps, accelerate sustainable
mountain development and contribute
to implementation of the 2030 Agenda.
The report provides recommendations
for the UN General Assembly Resolution
on sustainable mountain development
adopted in December 2019.

11

Romania prioritizes mountain
communities through policy and action
Last year, the Government of Romania made significant headway in capacity building and policymaking for
the benefit of the country’s mountain communities.

products and 93 producers. The online platform www.
produsmontan.ro was established to promote these
products.

One of the main achievements of the year was in recognizing the value of mountain products. In 2019 alone,
the National Mountain Area Agency of Romania granted
the national “mountain product” label to 377 mountain

The National Mountain Area Agency greatly
expanded its infrastructure. The National Mountain
Council was established, bringing together government
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officials, academics, researchers and other stakeholders to facilitate active communication and collaboration between the national government and mountain
area representatives. The council is chaired by the
Prime Minister of Romania with the Vice President of
the Ministry of Agriculture and Rural Development. In
addition, nine mountain range committees are in the
process of formation. These committees will involve
all sectors of mountain communities in implementing
policies and programmes in mountain areas.

The chapter dedicated to High Mountain Areas in
the IPCC Special Report on the Ocean and Cryosphere
in a Changing Climate assesses recent and projected
declines in glaciers, snow cover, permafrost and
lake and river ice, as well as their implications for
agriculture, hydropower and water quality. It calls
for a strengthening of institutional arrangements
and practices to respond to climate-related risks and
opportunities for sustainable mountain development
through adaptation.

The government also advocated for mountain communities in its policymaking. The Romanian Parliament
passed six laws aimed at improving investment programmes in the country’s mountain areas.

Top Left: A bucolic setting in the Rodna Mountains of northern Romania

Muscatel grapes are hand harvested in steep slopes using a mule

©Mihai Lucîț “Rodnei Mountains, Maramures, Romania”

©Maria Rios Lozano
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A Mountain
Sustainability
Indicator Tool
In an effort to measure the extent to which mountain
communities are progressing towards sustainability, MP
members the Aspen International Mountain Foundation
and the Mountain Resilience Coalition have developed
the Mountain Sustainability Indicators Tool. The aim is
to engage communities and mobilize action to achieve
SDG targets. Participating mountain communities will
receive capacity and technical support from Mountain
Resilience Coalition experts and students, who will also
help them develop solutions to enhance economic,
social and environmental sustainability and resilience.
Currently in its pilot phase in North America, the aim is
to roll it out for a global audience.

A child plays outside in his Iranian mountain home

©Salar Arkan

Children in Peru celebrate International Mountain Day
2019 with music and dance

©Sonia Salas Dominguez - REDAR Peru
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Youth
taking the
lead for
mountains

Y

oung people play a key role in mountainous regions as agents of change and
custodians of the natural resources that
make up mountain-based ecosystems.
In recognition of their potential in safeguarding mountain environments, IMD
2019 took the theme Mountains matter for youth,
when it was celebrated on 11 December.

IMD 2019 highlighted opportunities for rural youth
who opt to remain in their mountain communities,
rather than migrating to lowland urban centres or
abroad. With the right education, training, market
access, and technical and policy support, younger generations can carve out a brighter future in the mountains.
In doing so, youth can help combat current problems of
food insecurity, land degradation and loss of cultural
values and ancient traditions. Around the world, young
people in various MP member countries are helping to
advance sustainable development in their mountain
communities and advocate for greater focus on
mountain issues.
On 11 December at UN headquarters in New York,
USA, an event co-organized by FAO and the Permanent
Missions of the Kyrgyz Republic, Andorra, Austria,
Bhutan, Canada, Greece, Italy, Nepal and Norway celebrated International Mountain Day and honoured the
role of youth in mountains. Among the interventions,
Andorra underlined that young people, and especially indigenous people living in the mountains, are asking
for sustainable solutions to address climate change.

15
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“Youth-Friendly
Mountain Villages”
project tackles
youth emigration
In 2019, 22 Swiss mountain villages received the
label of “Youth-Friendly Mountain Village”. The label is
awarded to mountain communities that are particularly
committed to supporting their youth and preventing
emigration from mountain regions. The label serves
as an incentive for mountain villages to regularly
implement measures for their young population. It
also motivates the municipal council to enter into
dialogue with youth. This joint commitment increases
the interest of young people to build their lives in their
mountain villages.
The label has widespread effects that go far
beyond the villages themselves. The label displays the
commitment of participating villages in supporting their
youth, improving the public image of mountain regions.
Each “Youth-Friendly Mountain Village” delegates
one youth to the Youth Forum, which meets once a year
to exchange experiences. They formulate their desires
and requests to politicians, which are later incorporated
into political discussions. Most importantly, the Youth

16

Forum assesses the received applications for the label
and decides on the awarding of the label.
The “Youth-Friendly Mountain Village” label project
is run by the Swiss Group for Mountain Regions (SAB).

Top: Students from Western Colorado University visit the
Mountain Partnership Secretariat at FAO in Rome, Italy

©Jake Burchmore
Bottom left: A new playground in Staldenried, Switzerland,
a youth-friendly mountain village

©Swiss Center for Mountain Regions, SAB
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Students network
for mountain
resilience

Young people are active
agents of change and the
future leaders of tomorrow.
They are the custodians
of mountains and of their
natural resources, which
are under pressure from
global changes.
IMD key message

“

“

Around the world, students from MP member
universities celebrated IMD by sharing their actions for
sustainable mountain development. Through an online
conference call, students representing seven countries
and five continents discussed shared experiences in
mountain communities and research-based activities
that they are involved in. The event was coordinated
by students of the Center for Mountain Transitions at
Western Colorado University, USA, whose goal is to
establish a long-term network of MP university youth.

17

Young people volunteer 10 000 hours for
Swiss mountains
The “Bergversetzer/Volontaires Montagne”, or
“Mountain Volunteers”, of Switzerland logged more
than 10 000 hours of volunteer work in mountains
during 2019. The youth volunteers spent this time
with mountain communities, supporting them in
the preservation and care of their environments and
promoting urban–rural connection between dwellers of
mountains and lowlands.

18

This programme, run by the SAB and Swiss Mountain
Aid, allows farmers, Alpine co-operatives, municipalities
and non-profit institutions in mountain regions to find
volunteers to help implement projects. Typical projects
include work on infrastructure (e.g. paths), construction
or maintenance, and bush clearing of mountain
pastures.

S P OTLIGHT ON MEM B ERS

The volunteers are often teams from companies,
associations and apprentices, but also include
individual residents of Switzerland. Working together
towards a meaningful goal in a new environment is a
valuable experience for groups. Most of the volunteers
are young adults and teenagers over 16 years old.
By devoting their time, young people in Switzerland
are supporting the country’s mountain environments
and communities for a better future in both the
highlands and the lowlands.

Left: Youth volunteers built traditional stone walls

©Swiss Center for Mountain Regions, SAB

Cross-cultural
knowledge
spurs superfruit
development
A youth exchange programme conducted via Skype
between students from Japan and Kyrgyzstan is helping
to develop cultivation and processing of a valuable
superfruit. Seaberry (sea buckthorn), a vitamin-rich fruit
with a history of medicinal use, grows in dry and cool
mountainous areas of Kyrgyzstan, as well as in northern
Japan’s Hokkaido island. Seeing similarities between
the two regions in terms of vegetation and agriculture,
youth groups from the two countries regularly exchange
technical knowledge on fruit processing and orchard
management. Shihoro High School students in
Hokkaido have developed a seaberry confiture, carrying
out the process from harvesting to processing.

Students in Hokkaido, Japan, collect and process seaberries

©Shino Komoda
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Empowering youth
in the Andes
Mountain Partnership members in the Andes of
South America made strides in 2019 toward investing
in and engaging youth to build a better future in the
mountains.
Red de Agroindustria Rural del Perú (REDAR
Perú) and Oberle Perú organized their first International Mountain Day (IMD) event for children in Lima
on 7 December, gathering 105 youth aged 8 to 16.
They participated in artistic and cultural activities,
such as painting, dancing, music and the traditional Pachamama ritual, in which offerings are given to
Mother Earth.
REDAR Perú also prioritized capacity building for
youth in mountains. The organization involved 200 rural
youth in training on rural agribusiness management,
technological processes and commercialization, and
quality control and agroecology.
Youth in the mountains of Ecuador also benefitted
from capacity building and advocacy in 2019. The Consortium for Sustainable Development of the Andean
Ecoregion (CONDESAN) is creating young ambassadors
of the Chocó Andino by building young rural leaders’
ability to become key players in ensuring sustainability for these mountain forests, as well as socio-environmental communicators for their territory.

20
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A voice for youth
at UN fora
Samuel Elzinga, 20 years old, is a student at MP
member Utah Valley University and President of the
Utah International Mountain Forum (UIMF). He explains
the importance of youth advocacy for sustainable
mountain development.

“In my time leading the coalition, I have had the
chance to advocate for mountain communities at
different UN fora. These events have taught me how
integral mountains are for billions of people’s way of life.
“My continued hope for mountain communities
is that they are able to make their voices heard at the
local, national and international levels to help address
the disparities between mountain communities and the
lowlands.”

“Each UIMF member has a personal connection to
mountains, whether they are international students
from Saudi Arabia or Ukraine, or born and raised in Utah.
Because everyone in the coalition has a connection
to mountains, we all understand the importance of
advocating for them at UN fora.
Bottom: Student Samuel Elzinga speaks at the United
Nations High-level Political Forum to champion mountain
Left: A traditional procession in the Andes

environments and communities

©Juan Angulo Delgado - CONDESAN

©Baktybek Abdrisaev
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Innovation in mountains

A

ccounting for more than one-quarter of

Earth’s surface, mountains are integral
ecosystems that provide humanity
with essential goods and solutions to
the planet. Yet mountain communities
often face marginalization and lack
of access to infrastructure, education and health
services, credit, energy and technology.
Over centuries, mountain communities have
developed solutions and innovations to adapt to
their harsh environments, deal with climate change,

reduce poverty and protect or restore biodiversity and
ecosystems in mountain regions. Much of the MP’s
work advocates for targeted investments, sustainable
production and diversification of food systems,
strengthened skills, shortened and improved value
chains, and the creation of specific policies for mountain
agriculture so that mountain communities can build
resilience and economic innovation.

Kyrgyz women discuss the
innovations that technology can
bring to their mountain areas

©Alma Uzbekova
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A solar-powered
sewing workshop
for Tajikistan
Solar power is helping women in a remote mountain
village in Tajikistan’s Bartang Valley to earn revenue by
providing affordable sewing services to the community.
Seamstress Odzhieva Lola runs the sewing mini-workshop from a room in her home, now equipped with two
electric sewing machines, as well as energy-efficient
lighting to protect her eyesight. The renewable energy
has been provided by national environmental NGO
Little Earth as part of a project to support women from
vulnerable families of Tajikistan’s Pamir region.
“I used to use an old, manual sewing machine. There
was no lighting; I had to work with a kerosene lamp or a
small lantern,” said Odzhieva, who works, together with
a friend, making and mending clothes and household
linen for local families. “I have long dreamed of acquiring
an automatic sewing machine and did not even imagine
that this would ever come true. Now, thanks to the
project … I have got my own sewing mini-workshop.”

Seamstress Odzhieva Lola uses her new electric sewing machine, powered by solar energy
©Little Earth, Timur Idrisov and Anton Timoshenko
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Eco-design boosts
local incomes in
Panama
An alliance among MP member Fundación
CoMunidad, the mountain people of La Yeguada in
Panama, a USA-based design school and New York City-based NGO “Modest” has led to income-generating
opportunities for the local community through a sustainable approach to developing its agroecosystem.
The three-pronged partnership was part of a project
by students at the Parsons School of Design in New York
City to investigate how design can increase the diversification of agroecosystems through the use of a wider
range of plant-based materials. The students developed
a proposal to cultivate a range of native plants that
provide fibres and dyes and can be grown in live-fence
systems surrounding fields, providing additional protection and nutrients to surrounding crops.
As a secondary source of revenue, they came up
with a plan to design household products using a blend
of non-timber forest resources and waste from timber
cut-offs, making hand-made items such as salt-pepper
shakers.
Top: Lamps designed by Parsons student Goksu Piskinpasa

©Fundación CoMunidad
Right: Sharifa Juma digs terraces to stop soil erosion in Lushoto, Tanzania

©2014CIAT/Georgina Smith
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Mountain
agriculture offers
solutions and
innovation
Mountain agriculture provides opportunities to
achieve zero hunger and combat poverty in upland
communities, where more than 300 million people are
vulnerable to food insecurity. Farmers act as custodians
to safeguard agrobiodiversity and to ensure the stability
of crops vital for global food security. The potential
of mountain agriculture lies in mountain high-quality, niche products which are often neglected and underutilized species that are nutritionally dense, climate
resilient, economically viable, and locally available or
adaptable as well as agrotourism.1
Mountain communities can add value to their
products by tapping into the growing sustainable,
fair-trade and organic markets. Effective branding
and marketing are essential if this approach is to
succeed, and in 2019 the MPS consolidated its strategy
of providing support to mountain-based producers in
targeting consumers and raising awareness of the story
behind each mountain product.

¹ FAO. 2019. Mountain agriculture: Opportunities for harnessing Zero
Hunger in Asia. Bangkok.
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Mountain
farmers promote
new marketing
techniques
The Mountain Partnership Products (MPP) Initiative –
a voluntary certification and labelling scheme based on
environmentally and ethically sound value chain approaches
– reached new heights in 2019. It launched four new products
and a participatory guarantee systems (PGS) scheme, and the
addition of four countries taking part in the initiative, with
activities to start in 2020 thanks to an agreement with the GEF
UNDP SGP.
The MPP Initiative provides technical and financial
support to smallholder mountain producers from developing
countries in setting up enterprises and developing their
marketing skills, resulting in higher incomes for their
households and greater opportunities to access education for
their children.
Products marketed under the MPP label include a stingless
bee honey from the Bolivian Andes and pink and purple rice
cultivated by farmers in India’s Himalayas, as well as tea,
coffee, pulses and textiles. Twelve countries are involved in
the scheme – Bolivia, Guatemala, India, Kyrgyzstan, Lesotho,
Mongolia, Nepal, Panama, Papua New Guinea, Peru, the
Philippines and Rwanda, as well as 16 producer organizations.

GROW participants on a field visit to Vallepietra, Slow Food Presidium, Italy
26

© Enrico Nicosia
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Mountain Partnership
Products Initiative

10 000

FARMERS SUPPORTED

12

6 000
WOMEN

SALES INCREASE

PRODUCTS

16

PRODUCER
ORGANIZATIONS

COUNTRIES

49%

20

40%

PRODUCTION INCREASE

25%
PRICE INCREASE
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Mountain
Partnership
Products Initiative
wins global
recognition
Recognition for the MPP Initiative has come from
Expo 2020, where it has been chosen as one of 25 initiatives worldwide to be showcased at the Expo 2020
Global Best Practice Programme. The MPP Initiative was
selected for its work in promoting short value chains
and ensuring direct benefits for mountain producers,
together with the conservation of agrobiodiversity and
ancient techniques.
This edition of Expo 2020 places the spotlight on initiatives that have provided tangible solutions to the
world’s greatest challenges, with a particular focus on
achieving the SDGs and projects that can be adapted,
replicated and scaled to achieve an enhanced global
impact.

Left: A woman farmer with the quinoa crop, which was first
domesticated in the Andes Mountains thousands of years ago

© Gongbo Tashi/Plateau Perspectives
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Equitable prices
for high-value
agricultural
products
Fair prices for high-quality agricultural produce –
that was the topic under discussion at a conference held
in February in Rome, Italy, organized by the MPS and
attended by a range of MP members, as well as Italian
organic retailer EcorNaturaSì and Slow Food, Banca
Etica, Legambiente and GOEL Gruppo Cooperativo –
all organizations working on social issues, equitable
financing and conservation.

The event, held at Italy’s Ministry of Agriculture,
highlighted the issue of declining retail food prices,
which make it increasingly difficult to sell higher-priced
ethical and organic products. This growing trend has
an impact on small-scale mountain producers, whose
incomes largely depend on the price premium charged
for high-quality, ethical and environmentally sound
products.
“Because of their isolation, producers in mountain
areas often have limited access to markets, extension
services, credit and information. The high number of
middlemen across the value chain means that they do
not always obtain fair compensation for their labour,”
said Giorgio Grussu, Project Coordinator of the MPP initiative, which is funded by the Italian Development Cooperation with support from Slow Food.

Bottom: Kyrgyz women display their crops

©Alma Uzbekova
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Linking mountain
food products and
tourism
Itogon Arabica coffee and Ulikan red rice were two
mountain products showcased at the World Food
Expo Philippines (WOFEX) in August as part of the Food
and Tourism for Mountain Development pilot project
developed by the MPS, Slow Food and the Department
of Tourism in the Philippines. The project is helping to
identify high-quality products for inclusion in the MPP
Initiative, training small-scale producers in agroecological practices, and supporting producers in marketing by
connecting them to tourism providers, chefs, and specialized food businesses and outlets across the country.
A national marketing drive for Itogon coffee – cultivated for more than 80 years, mainly by local indigenous Igorot people in their backyards – has enabled it to
become a primary source of income for this mountain
community, employing 50 women and four men to
grow and process the product in a sustainable manner.
Heirloom variety Ulikan red rice is also cultivated by
women farmers on the upland terraces of the Pasil River
Valley in Kalinga. Marketing efforts linked to the rice’s
traditional role in the community as a source of strength
and a safeguard against illness are boosting international demand, helping to stem the exodus of young
people from this mountain area.

Rice terraces in the Philippines
30

©BIND/Josa R. Berona

Participatory
Guarantee
Systems for
organic mountain
producers
Certification is a first and critical step for producers to
promote their products, but most small-scale mountain
farmers find it difficult due to the high costs involved.
To overcome this barrier, the MPS is offering support to
members to establish their mountain-specific PGS.
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The declaration was made during the workshop
Creating a Global Mountain Participatory Guarantee
System, organized in collaboration with IFOAM-Organics
International and the Pan Himalayan Grassroots
Development Foundation, which brought together
representatives of 13 MP member organizations from
eight countries in the northern Indian hill station of
Ranikhet.
Signatories agreed to establish an international
network of PGS initiatives designed for smallholder
farmers in mountain regions. Specifically, they pledged
to implement key principles that include adopting
environmentally and ethically sound value chains,
sustaining healthy, safe and organic production systems,
and conserving indigenous agrobiodiversity to empower
mountain producers.

Internationally recognized as a low-cost certification
method suitable for smallholder farmers, a PGS is a
quality assurance scheme for agricultural products. It is
based on the active participation of farmers, consumers
and other stakeholders, who ensure that the production
chain is carried out according to organic standards.
Publication of the Ranikhet Declaration for a
Global Mountain PGS Network in April 2019 signalled a
commitment of MPP Initiative partners to move towards
a PGS that will certify farming systems as ethical, fair and
organic.

The MPS is now assisting, in collaboration with MP
member IFOAM-OI, producer organizations that adopted
the Ranikhet Declaration to design and set in place their
own Mountain PGS. The first regional training-of-trainers
for establishing a PGS certification scheme for smallscale mountain producers took place in November in
Lima, Peru for members from Bolivia, Mexico, Panama
and Peru.
As part of the strategy towards a PGS, the MPS also
co-organized the Forum Origin, Diversity and Territories in
December in Lausanne, Switzerland, with six workshops
to share knowledge on interactions between cultural
and biological diversities, dynamics of territories and
products whose quality is linked to its origin.

Top: Participants of the first regional training of trainers for
a certification scheme for small-scale mountain producers
in Lima, Peru.

©Michelle Geringer
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South–South
cooperation
leads to organic
certification in
Mongolia
In Mongolia, MP members the Pan Himalayan
Grassroots Development Foundation, India, and the
Adventist Development and Relief Agency, Mongolia,
formed a knowledge sharing connection, leading to
their collaboration on the Selenge PGS workshops.
Development of a Mountain PGS in the Selenge
province of Mongolia began in May 2019 with workshops
for trainers, held jointly by the two organizations. The
workshops targeted 100 stakeholders, from herders to
beekeepers, who designed a certification scheme to fit
the context of the Selenge province.
The “Selenge Organic” PGS organization was
established and registered with the Mongolian Ministry
of Agriculture. As of November 2019, 112 farmers of 23
primary cooperatives in the province were registered.
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MEMA Bs ERS’
h m i ta
V OICES
La m a

Ashmita Lama
Ashmita Lama, 24 years old, is a value chain officer
for MP member Organic World and Fair Future, which
seeks to advance pro-poor value chain development of
organic products from smallholder mountain farmers
in Nepal. The ecosocial company has benefitted 3 500
people, more than 60 percent of them women.
Part of Ashmita’s work has involved implementing the MPP Initiative, especially those involved in the
creation of heritage products such as Jumla mixed
beans and Himali black lentils – two MPP products.
Her recipe, Jumla Special Kwati, a classic Nepalese
recipe made from high-altitude Jumla beans, won the
2019 IMD photo and recipe contest.

“

All of our
lives depend
on mountains;
their richness
enriches us
.

Ashmita Lama,
Organic World and Fair Future

“The MPP label has allowed us to battle fake
products, conserve traditional crops and prove these
products’ value to the local community,” Ashmita said.
Ashmita attended the MP GROW Summer School
course and is working together with the MPS and the
Government of Nepal to develop a PGS for mountains
in Nepal.

Ashmita Lama with Jumla mixed beans,
a labeled Mountain Partnership Product
©Pratik Tamang
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Boosting
livelihoods,
building climate
resilience in
Africa’s mountains

In addition to on-the-ground projects within
communities, ARCOS also delved into policymaking
for mountains. In November 2019, as part of the
project “Sustainable Mountain Development and
Global Change” funded by the SDC, ARCOS published
an informative and comprehensive article on climate
change trends, impacts and existing adaptation
initiatives in African mountains in Mountain Research and
Development. The article provides recommendations on
how best to address the impacts of climate change and
aims to inform decision-making on climate change in
African mountains.

Through
its
Nature
Based
Community
Development programme, with support from the
New Field Foundation, the Albertine Rift Conservation
Society (ARCOS) engaged the local cooperative
“Jyamberemunyarwanda” to promote biodiversity, soil
and seed management, and sustainable agricultural
practices in three villages – two in the mountains of
Uganda and one in Rwanda. The initiative includes a pig
breeding project and the use of traditional varieties of
climate-resistant seeds such as maize, Irish potato and
squash.
Bucyeye village, in addition to the Kabisasa Nature
Based Village, was also part of a large-scale tree planting
initiative. In partnership with the World Research
Institute and One Tree Planted, ARCOS helped these
mountain communities to plant 17 500 trees, including
fruit trees such as the tomato tree. These planted trees
contribute to the restoration and protection of 87
hectares of watershed, in addition to supplementing
the communities’ income and food sources.

Pig breeding is an important part of ARCOS’ Nature Based Community
Development initiative

©ARCOS Network

Villagers engage in tree planting, including of
indigenous species, in Rwanda

©ARCOS Network
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Celebrating the diversity
of members through
their stories

I

n 2019, a new departure involved
expanding the MP’s target audience,
reaching out to a wider public
through the mainstream media,
such as Science Magazine, where
an article published in September
outlined issues in sustainable mountain
development.

The MPS continued to spread the
word about the MP and collected and
shared stories by members through the
MP website, the Peak to Peak newsletter,
publications, brochures, reports, press
articles and social media.
In a bid to highlight the diversity of its
membership, the MPS launched a new
section of the Peak to Peak newsletter –
called Members’ Voices – giving visibility and ownership to members and their
stories. See pages xx for two Members’
Voices featured in this report.
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Building the knowledge base
The MPS continued to maintain the four databases to provide the latest information, knowledge and data for members.

Mountain
education
database

Resource
mobilization
database

With over 90 courses offered in 24
different countries at the moment of
launching, the Mountain Education
Database allows users to compare
vastly different course offerings
from fields which include geography,
geology, engineering and the social
sciences, among others. Some of the
courses listed are from MP member
institutions located in mountainous
regions, while others are from major
universities that offer relevant courses
as part of a broader selection.

The funding database aims to
support resource mobilization efforts
of MP members by helping them locate
global and local funding sources which
are relevant to sustainable mountain
development. The web tool seeks to
provide up-to-date information on
potential resource partners particularly
focusing on priority areas, funding
modalities, eligibility criteria and
contact information.

Left: Women in the Indian Himalaya join hands in a cultural dance

©Pradeep Mehta
Right: Women chamomile producers join together with friends
in a traditional dance

©Pan Himalayan Grassroots Development Foundation
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Database of
indigenous
peoples and local
communities
living in
mountain areas
The Mountain
Partnership
Products
database
It provides an overview of the products
involved in the Mountain Partnership
Products Initiative. Each item engaged
in this initiative carries a narrative label
that tells its specific story, highlighting
what makes the product unique. With this
map and database, users will obtain an
overview of the rich variety of quality, highvalue foods, beverages and handicrafts
originating from mountain areas all over the
world that are produced and transformed
by small-scale producers.
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The Database of Indigenous Peoples
and Local Communities Living in Mountain
Areas is meant to provide international
visibility to mountain peoples, mapping the
world’s mountain chains not only by their
physical characteristics, but by the cultures
and lifestyles of their inhabitants. The map,
which is connected to a database, is also

intended as a live repository of shared
knowledge and best practices that can
provide a more comprehensive outlook of
indigenous communities living in mountain
areas around the world. It provides data
about where these communities live, their
main food systems, the organizations
working with them and some of the main
cultural traits.

Top left: Kyrgyz woman holds kurut, a traditional Kyrgyz
snack made from sour milk or yogurt

©Alma Uzbekova
Below: Woman takes a refreshing drink in Ayacucho, Peru

©Juan Carlos Casafranca Sayas
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Mountain Partnership by the numbers in 2019
Social media, Peak to Peak
newsletter and MP website
analytics

#
#MountainsMatter
hashtag

743
6 821 710

279
770

International Mountain Day

(IMD) website

Followers
increase from
1 Jan 2019 (5 150) –
1 Jan 2020 (6 340)

Average daily
impressions

500

Total
impressions

Facebook

Total impressions
in 2019

Followers increase from
1 Jan 2019 (560) –
1 Jan 2020 (1 060) =

Number
of mentions

3 281
15 770
23 392

=

90%
INCREASE

Total impressions
on IMD

Total Users
in 2018
Total users
in 2019

1 190

23%

Total users in 2018 = 22

Total users in 2019 = 34

INCREASE

1 200

Average
daily reach

6 113

Total reach
on IMD

48%

INCREASE

MP website
000
475

(2018) 260 – (2019) 479

3 556 (2018)
3 977 (2019)

INCREASE

Most visited pages
IMD 2019 theme, Recipe and Photo
Contest, IMD Around the World
Total users on IMD =

Total users on IMD

57%

12%
INCREASE

84%

INCREASE

Most visited pages
IMD 2019 theme,
Recipe and Photo Contest,
IMD Around the World

The BFA believes in the power of
community to scale up operations, and
relies on the Mountain Partnership to
assist in making these connections.

“

“

MP twitter

Ruel Inojaldo Perez,
the Baslay Farmers Association (BFA) Philippines,
producers of shade-grown, single-origin coffee
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Celebrating youth
on International
Mountain Day
2019
Focusing on young people, as they are agents
of change and the leaders of tomorrow, this year’s
IMD encouraged youth to demand that mountains
and mountain peoples be positioned prominently in
national and international development agendas.
On 11 December, mountain lovers and communities
around the world celebrated IMD by organizing about 60
events in 30 countries, including conferences, cultural
exchanges, film screenings, tree plantings, treks,
dances and music festivals.
As part of the campaign to raise awareness about
mountains in the run-up to IMD, tweets using the
hashtag #MountainsMatter reached more than 110
million timelines. More than 100 articles were published
by major national and international news outlets, and
an editorial signed by FAO Forestry Assistant DirectorGeneral Hiroto Mitsugi was published in El País and La
Repubblica newspapers.

Top: Ludovico Einaudi becomes a
Mountain Partnership Goodwill Ambassador

©Ponderosa Music & Art
Right: Mountain lovers in Alicante, Spain hiked Serra de Segària
in celebration of International Mountain Day 2019

©Jesús Reina
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In Milan, Italy, FAO and the MPS staged “Music
Moves Mountains”, a series of celebratory events
that included a concert dedicated to mountains by
Italian pianist and composer Ludovico Einaudi, as well
as a panel discussion with several young scientists
discussing climate action in mountains and screenings
of mountain-related short films.
During the concert, attended by more than 1 400
people, Einaudi was appointed a Mountain Partnership
Goodwill Ambassador. The ceremony was attended
by Hiroto Mitsugi, Assistant Director-General of the
Forestry Department, FAO; François Pythoud, MP
Steering Committee Member Representative and
Special Envoy for International Sustainable Agriculture
at the Swiss Federal Office for Agriculture; and Leonardo
Bencini, Government of Italy Plenipotentiary Minister,
Directorate General for Development Cooperation.
Wide press coverage was achieved for the event.
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Forging partnerships
for mountains

I

n 2019, the MPS created connections and launched

new partnerships for resource mobilization and
other activities to support mountain people and
their environments.

Linking up with
the private sector
Linking up with Italian company EcorNaturaSì —
the country’s leader in the production, distribution and
sale of organic and biodynamic products — opened new
doors for mountain producers. The company, which
also trains farmers in organic agriculture and marketing,
joined forces with the MPS to help producers identify and
build upon the potential of unique and diverse quality
mountain products.
Other key global partners for implementation of MP
field projects include international non-governmental
organization Slow Food International, the worldwide
umbrella organization for the organic agriculture
movement, IFOAM—OI, Sapienza University of Rome, the
University of Queensland, Bioversity International, the

University of Turin, Sustainable Travel International, the
Global Island Partnership and the Institute for Ethical and
Environmental Certification.
The year also saw the consolidation of the partnership
between the MPS and the GEF Small Grants Programme,
implemented by UNDP, to increase the resilience of
mountain communities through the improvement of local
economies and livelihoods by strengthening agriculture
value chains. The initiative helps smallholder producers
in mountain areas to improve their entrepreneurial
and marketing capacities. The first call for proposals
includes Lesotho, Rwanda, Nepal, Papua New Guinea and
Guatemala.

States raise the flag
Several countries stepped up their support of
mountains in 2019. MP member the Principality of
Andorra loaned a government official to strengthen the
capacity of the MPS, officially becoming a “Champion
for Mountains”, and led several mountain-related
events over the year.

Right: A view of Mount Fuji in Japan
42

©Tomáš Malík from Pexels
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Meanwhile, the MPS is working together with
the Government of Japan on a project to enhance
community resilience to climate change in mountain
watersheds. Demonstration activities will be
implemented in Peru and the Philippines, while the
lessons learned will be disseminated at the global level.
In a joint initiative with the Italian Development
Cooperation, the MPS has launched a project aimed
at improving the livelihoods of rural communities
through sustainable natural resource management. The
focus will be on mountain areas, with demonstration
activities to be implemented in Afghanistan.

“

Our organization
is doing at the
local level what
the Mountain
Partnership does
at the global
level: working for
mountain
environments
and communities.

“

Pradeep Mehta,
Central Himalayan Institute for Nature & Applied
Research (CHINAR), India
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“

This course
was important
because there
are not many
courses that
teach how to
work and relate
with farmers
and, at the same
time, to follow
international
policies.

New platforms for
mountains
The Saudi Geographical Society became the first
MP member from Saudi Arabia following the First
International Conference on Semi-Arid Mountain
Environments, held in Abha in September 2019. The
event sought to harness international experiences on
sustainable mountain development in managing the
country’s mountain areas.
The European Union advanced efforts to make
mountain forests climate-smart at the CLImate Smart
Forestry in MOuntain Regions (CLIMO) workshop, held in
September 2019 in Stará Lesná, Slovakia. Organized by
the European Cooperation in Science and Technology,
the event brought together scientists and experts
to assemble a platform for project promoters and
stakeholders, and tools for making mountain forests
climate resilient.

“

Marco Cannella,
A GROW Summer School student
and an intern at the University of Pavia

A mountain village in Saudi Arabia

©Yuka Makino
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Shaping the future of
mountains

O

rganizing capacity building opportuni-

ties for people working in and with
mountain communities is an increasingly important focus for the MPS.
The mountain education database
is available on the MP website with a
wide range of learning opportunities, from free online
courses to bachelor’s and master’s degrees in sustainable mountain development and related topics.

GROW participants in 2019

©Emma Zoppis

GROW
The two-week GROW Summer School on Agrobiodiversity in a Changing Climate was held for the second
consecutive year in September 2019 at FAO headquarters in Rome, Italy. Speakers from EcorNaturaSì,
IFOAM—OI, Slow Food, Bioversity International and FAO
highlighted the importance of maintaining biodiversity in food production, especially in mountain areas,
to build agricultural resilience and adaptability to the
effects of climate change.

FORGING PA RTNERSHI P S FOR MO U NTA INS

IPROMO – Worlds
apart, united by
mountains
Pursuing an integrated landscape approach to the
management of mountains is crucial for preserving
a whole range of ecosystem services that affect both
mountain communities and those living further downstream. The annual IPROMO course, held in July 2019 in
Ormea and Pieve Tesino, Italy, highlighted the dynamic
role played in landscapes by mountains, affecting
services such as water supply and crop diversity.
Drawn from mountainous regions across the globe,
many IPROMO participants shared similar concerns and
challenges, such as the effects of climate change, deforestation, mining, unsustainable farming and food insecurity. Ghanshyam Pande, Programme Coordinator of
the Central Himalayan Institute for Nature in India, was
one of 35 students from 25 countries who attended the
2019 two-week course. He was joined by Gilbert Muvunankiko of Rwanda, representing the Albertine Rift Conservation Society, which promotes regional collaborative action through projects and action on the ground.

Building capacity
for the Mountain
Green Cover Index
A joint workshop on environmental and livelihood
SDG indicators was held in June 2019 in Tashkent, Uzbekistan to help Central Asian MP member countries
learn how to use the Mountain Green Cover Index as a
tool for monitoring progress towards SDG target 15.4
– the only SDG target that is entirely dedicated to conserving mountain ecosystems. A regional workshop on
SDG indicators for five Southeast Asian countries was
held in Da Nang, Viet Nam in October 2019 for the same
purpose. A workshop held in the Sultanate of Oman in
December presented SDG target 15.4 and the Mountain
Green Cover Index to staff from a range of ministries,
and showcased FAO Collect Earth as a software for calculating the indicator.

Top right: IPROMO 2019 participants
go on a hike in the Italian Alps

This twelfth IPROMO course, organized to strengthen
the capacity of MP countries and institutions, was
jointly funded by the MPS and FAO, the University of
Turin and the University of Tuscia, together with the
town of Ormea.

©Martine B.
Bottom right: The Mountain Green Cover Index
measures the changes in green cover in mountain areas
over time as a proxy of the capacity of mountains to
fulfil their ecosystem roles

©Sharma Sunil

46

MO U NTA IN PA RTNERSHI P SECRETA RI AT A NN UA L RE P ORT 2 01 9

Target 15.4, for which the MPS is the custodian
agency: “By 2030, ensure the conservation of mountain
ecosystems, including their biodiversity, to enhance their
capacity to provide benefits that are essential for sustainable development.”
Designed by the MPS to measure changes of green
vegetation in mountain areas, the Mountain Green
Cover Index is an indicator of mountain ecosystem
health. Data sources for the index are FAO Collect Earth
– the most modern technology available for global land
use and land cover monitoring – and the 2015 global
map of mountains produced by the MPS/FAO.

GROW class of 2019 poses with their certificates

©FAO/Roberto Cenciarelli
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Advocacy for mountains
“A fair price for quality agricultural produce” conference (Rome, Italy; 25 February)
Euro-Asian Mountain Tourism Conference UNWTO (Berchtesgaden, Germany; 2-5 March)
Tackling Climate Change in the Pyrenees Region event (New York City, USA; 4 March)
Mountain Partnership Steering Committee meeting (Rome, Italy; 26-27 March)
Creating a global Mountain Participatory Guarantee System workshop (Ranikhet, India; 14-19 April)
International conference “Mountains: Cultures, Landscapes and Biodiversity” (Baku, Azerbaijan; 10-12 May)
Joint workshop on environmental and livelihood SDG indicators (Tashkent, Uzbekistan; 12-14 June)
“Policy Reforms for Mountains in Agenda 2030” at Asia-Pacific Forestry Week (Incheon, Republic of Korea; 17-21 June)
IPROMO 2019 Summer School: Landscape approach for enhancing mountain resilience (Italy; 2-18 July)
High-Level Political Forum on Sustainable Development (New York, USA; 9-18 July)
CLImate-Smart Forestry in MOuntain Regions (CLIMO) workshop and meeting (Stará Lesná, Slovakia; 9-11 September 2019)
First International Conference on Semi-Arid Mountain Environments (Abha, Saudi Arabia; 17-19 September)
GROW Agrobiodiversity in a Changing Climate Summer School (Rome, Italy; 18-26 September)
EMbleMatiC Ecojourneys: Developing Alternative Sustainable Tourism in Mediterranean Hinterland Areas conference
(Crete, Greece; 1-2 October)
Regional Workshop on SDG Indicators (Da Nang, Viet Nam; 7-11 October)
The role of Sustainable Food and Agriculture (SFA) in the implementation of the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs)
in the Sultanate of Oman (Muscat, Oman; 1-5 December)
Forum Origin, Diversity and Territories (Lausanne, Switzerland; 4-6 December)
UNFCCC COP 25 (Madrid, Spain; 10-11 December)
FAO Director-General kicks off International Mountain Day (Madrid, Spain; 11 December)
International Mountain Day concert and panel (Milan, Italy; 11 December)
International Mountain Day celebrations (New York, USA; 11 December)

Left: Children play chess in the Thame Sherpa village of Nepal

©Rodney Garrard
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Engaging content
Publications
Annual Report 2018 (English)

FAO press release: FAO Director-General kicks off International Mountain Day
(English, French, Arabic, Chinese, Russian,
Spanish)

Science Magazine, Policy Forum: “Accelerating the movement for mountain
peoples and policies” (English)

FAO press release: Nepali dish wins International Mountain Day photo and
recipe contest (English)

United Nations General Assembly
report: Sustainable mountain development (English)

FAO press release: A message from
mountains: climate action cannot wait
(English)

FAO Mountain agriculture: Opportunities for harnessing Zero Hunger in Asia
(English)

FAO press release: A piano on the Alps:
how music can help mountains (English)

The Ranikhet Declaration (English)
Mountain Partnership Steering
Committee Summary Report 2019
(English)
FAO press release: The Principality
of Andorra supports the MP (English,
Spanish)

La Repubblica, Un pianoforte sulle Alpi
(Ludovico Einaudi’s Editorial) e la sua
dedica alla natura: “La mia musica per
il clima e un ringraziamento a Greta”
(video) (Italian)
El País, En las montañas suena una
alarma para el planeta (Spanish)
FAO Liaison Office New York, International Mountain Day 2019: FAO and the
UN honor youth in mountainous areas
(English)

An International Mountain Day
editorial written by Ludovico Einaudi,
composer and FAO MP Ambassador
(Italian, English)
International Mountain Day editorial
by Hiroto Mitsugi, FAO Assistant Director-General of the Forestry Department (English)

Annual Report 2018

©FAO/MPS-2019
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Educational
materials
IMD factsheet 2019 (English, French,
Arabic, Chinese, Russian, Spanish)
IMD presentations for educators
(English)

Videos
International Mountain Day 2019
photo and recipe contest video
(English)

“Mountain Agriculture” publication

©FAO/MPS-2019

International Mountain Day 2019
video message by FAO Director-General Qu Dongyu (English)
International Mountain Day celebration video message by Yuka Makino
(English)
Video message for WMO Summit by
FAO Director-General Qu Dongyu
(English)
IMD contest video 2019

IMD factsheet 2019

©FAO/MPS-2019

©FAO/MPS-2019
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E d u c at i o n a l m at e r i a l s

The Mountain
Partnership Steering
Committee

T

he Steering Committee of the Mountain

Partnership provides programmatic
orientation to the MP, overseeing the
preparation of a four-year strategy and
a two-year work plan. The 17-member
body monitors the work of the MPS,
the implementation of the “Mountain Agenda” and
the achievements and impacts of their respective
electoral groups.
Steering Committee members are elected to
four-year terms by the various membership categories and regions. They meet annually and select a
chair and vice chairs.
The following governments and organizations are
serving on the 2017—2020 Steering Committee:
Donor Organization to the MPS
• Switzerland

52

Governments
• Asia and the Pacific: Philippines, Nepal (Alternate)
• Europe: Italy (Chair), Turkey (Alternate)
• Middle East and North Africa: Tunisia
• North and Central America and the Caribbean:
Dominican Republic, Guatemala (Alternate)
• South America: Argentina, Chile (Alternate)
• Sub-Saharan Africa: Uganda, Cameroon (Alternate)
Host Institution of the MPS
• Food and Agriculture Organization of the United
Nations
Intergovernmental Organization
• United Nations Environment Programme (Vice
Chair), International Centre for Integrated
Mountain Development (Alternate)
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Major Group Organizations

RIGA AUTORE

Riconoscimento autore

• Asia and the Pacific: Karnali Integrated Rural Development and Research Centre (Vice Chair), Pan
Himalayan Grassroots Development Foundation
(Alternate)
• Central Asia: Institute for Sustainable Development Strategy Public Fund, Snow Leopard Conservation Foundation (Alternate)
• Europe: Centro de Investigação de Montanha and
Euromontana
• Global Civil Society Organization: Mountain
Research Initiative, The Mountain Institute
(Alternate)
• Middle East and North Africa: Mountain Environment Protection Society
• North and Central America and the Caribbean:
Aspen International Mountain Foundation,
Fundación CoMunidad (Alternate)
• South America: Consortium for Sustainable Development of the Andean Ecoregion, Fundación
Agreste (Alternate)
• Sub-Saharan Africa: Foundation for Environment and Development, Les Compagnons Ruraux
(Alternate)

Top: The Mountain Partnership Steering Committee 2019 meeting
was held from 26 to 27 March 2019

©FAO/Roberto Cenciarelli
Bottom:The Mountain Partnership Steering Committee at FAO
headquarters in Rome, Italy

©FAO/Roberto Cenciarelli
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North & Central

Middle East
America
Caribbean North Africa
and the

6 governments:
Costa Rica / Cuba / Dominican
Republic / Guatemala /
Jamaica / Mexico + 36 NGOs
+ 3 subnational authorities

GLOBAL
16 intergovernmental
organizations

and

6 governments:
Algeria / Iran / Jordan / Morocco /
Tunisia / Yemen + 10 NGOs

Europe

17 governments:
Andorra / Armenia / Austria
France / Georgia / Italy
Liechtenstein / Monaco
Romania / Serbia / Slovakia
Slovenia / Spain
Switzerland / the Republic
of North Macedonia / Turkey
Ukraine + 94 NGOs
+ 2 subnational authorities

Asia
Pacific
and the

11 governments:
Afghanistan / Bangladesh
Bhutan / India / Indonesia
Kyrgyzstan / Nepal / Pakistan
Papua New Guinea / Philippines
Sri Lanka + 100 NGOs
+ 2 subnational authorities

Sub-Saharan
Africa
South America
7 governments:
Argentina / Bolivia / Chile / Colombia
Ecuador / Peru / Venezuela + 33 NGOs

13 governments:
Burundi / Cameroon / Democratic
Republic of the Congo / Ethiopia
Ghana / Guinea / Kenya / Lesotho
Madagascar / Malawi / Swaziland
Togo / Uganda / + 29 NGOs
+ 1 subnational authority

Mountain Partnership Members
©FAO

At the end of December 2019, the following 386 governments and
organizations were members of the Mountain Partnership:

The MOUNTAIN PARTNERSHIP - founded in 2002 - is the only United Nations voluntary
alliance mandated to promote sustainable mountain development globally.
Membership: 386 - 60 governments, 16 IGOs, 302 major groups (NGOs, civil society
and private sector), 8 subnational authorities.
Mandate: IMPROVING THE LIVES of mountain peoples and PROTECTING MOUNTAIN
ENVIRONMENTS around the world. The Secretariat is hosted by FAO.
The Mountain Partnership builds on the DIVERSITY OF KNOWLEDGE AND EXPERTISE
of its members.
The FOUR MAIN PILLARS of the Mountain Partnership’s work are: advocacy, joint
action, capacity development and communications.
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MPS financial
overview
ANDORRA
USD 180 000

15%

FAO
USD 193 500

16%
19%

SWITZERLAND
USD 220 000

50%

ITALY
USD 600 000
Resource partners
Italy, Switzerland,
Andorra, FAO
Total (100%):
USD 1 193 500
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Functions

Knowledge Mgt. +
Comms.
USD 155 155

Joint Action
USD 262 570
22%

13%

17%

Capacity
Development
USD 202 895

22%
26%
Operational
USD 262 570

Advocacy
USD 310 310

Financial overiew charts
©FAO

Total (100%):
USD 1 193 500

THE MO U NTA IN PA RTNERSHI P SECRETA RI AT

The Mountain
Partnership
Secretariat
The Mountain Partnership is supported by a Secretariat hosted
at FAO and is financed by the Italian Ministry of Foreign Affairs,
the Swiss Federal Office of Agriculture and FAO.
Yuka Makino
Coordinator of the MPS
Rosalaura Romeo
Programme Officer
Giorgio Grussu
Project Coordinator
Sara Manuelli
Advocacy and Outreach Officer
Patricia Quillacq
Policy Office
Michelle Geringer
Associate Professional Officer
Antonella Sorrentino
Administrative Assistant
Laura Russo
Senior Consultant
Fabio Parisi
Junior Consultant

Miranda Mullings
Junior Consultant

Valeria Barchiesi
Junior Consultant

Silvio Cianciullo
Junior Consultant

Lindsey Hook
Junior Consultant

Travis Adolph
Intern
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Children in Uttarakhand, India
©Amit Sah

Nubra Valley, Laddakh India
©Amit Sah

Mountain Partnership Secretariat
Forestry Division
Mountains-Info-Eng@fao.org
www.fao.org/mountain-partnership
Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations
Viale delle Terme di Caracalla
00153 Rome, Italy
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