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Geographic distribution of survey responses

• 860 responses corresponding to 800 cities
• 77 countries
• 57% of the respondents

from local and subnational governments
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Global distribution

Africa
Asia and Pacific
Europe and Central Asia
Latin America and Caribbean
Near East and North Africa
North America

• 223 responses corresponding to 202 different cities
• 20 countries
• 49% of the respondents

from local and subnational governments

GLOBAL AFRICA



Understanding the impacts 
of COVID-19 on Urban Food 

Systems in African cities

1. Restrictive measures and the effects 
on urban food systems and food access

2. Municipal responses for mitigating food 
systems disruption and ensure access to 
food for all

3. Challenges and opportunities

4. Policy and actions recommendations 
to build back better



Restrictive measures directly or indirectly 
affecting Food Systems

• African cities are subject to similar 
kind of COVID-19 measures affecting 
the food systems worldwide

• In particular, closure of school 
canteens is reported by 81% of the 
African respondents

• 2 specificities of African food 
systems: 
(i) restrictions of food markets and 
food distributions points (formal 
and informal) is more reported as 
affecting the food system; 
(ii) closure of restaurants and 
canteens seems to be less 
problematic



Effects of the restrictive measures on Urban 
Food Systems and Food access

• African cities seem to be less 
resilient and much more effected

• Cities reported panic buying, 
associated with increased food 
looses and shortages of basic 
foods, which led to higher prices of 
food baskets and more difficult 
access to staple and fresh foods. 
Finally, the food insecurity of the 
most vulnerable increased.



Effects of the restrictive measures on Urban 
Food Systems and Food access

• African small towns appear to 
be more resilient than bigger city 
sizes

• Possible reasons: better 
linkages between rural and urban 
areas; better understanding of the 
food system and the related 
stakeholders; better coordination 
among social and economic actors



Municipal responses to ensure access to food 
for all

• African cities implemented less 
measures to ensure access to food 
compared to cities from all other 
regions

• Lack of action is particularly 
pronounced in the case of school 
meals delivery and food delivery to 
vulnerable household. 
Implementing alternative ways to 
provide such services seems to be 
more difficult for African cities (lack of 
financial resources, lack of existing 
programs like Food Banks)



Africa context: problems are magnified 
Local governments played a key role in assisting, facilitating and monitoring food supply and prices 
in the cities and towns across the globe

However, in implementing specific measures, 
African local governments faced:

§ Higher challenges than other regions
à Food shortages particularly in cities in land locked countries
à Transportation and storage facilities
à Food production sector (chronic lack of infrastructure 

increased vulnerability situation of small farmers)
§ With few resources

à Coordination issue with national and regional governments
à Majority of cities had few or no means of mobilizing additional resources
à Limited ability to implement social protection policies

§ But leveraging actions from local actors (driving force in emergency situation)
à Engaging with NGOs, slums and migrants associations 
à Establishing/strengthening local coordination with civil society charity, religious groups, volunteers
à Informal sector as a lever for innovation and resilience
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Recommendations for building back better from 
survey respondents

• Strengthening holistic approaches to the management of food systems while fostering national-
local coordination/coherence

• Developing evidence-based and inclusive policy and plans on food systems preparedness and 
resilience to shocks and extreme events

• Establish inclusive food governance mechanisms to ensure that cities can be swiftly operational in 
coping with crises

• Facilitating access to food for the most vulnerable through social protection programmes 
complemented by efficient and innovative food distribution

• Urban and peri-urban production and short supply chain provide an opportunity to build more 
resilient urban food systems

• Re-consider the role of the informal sector in crisis situations to keep the food supply chain 
functioning (e.g. for transportation, for food distribution)



It is time to rethink 
and Build Back Better 

Inclusive Urban Food Systems

http://www.fao.org/urban-food-actions/en/
http://www.fao.org/food-systems/news-events/news-detail/en/c/1270727/
http://www.fao.org/publications/card/en/c/CA8600EN/
http://www.fao.org/urban-food-agenda/en/


FOR MORE INFORMATION
FAO framework for the Urban Food Agenda:
http://www.fao.org/3/CA3151EN/ca3151en.pdf

FAO Urban Food Agenda website: 
http://www.fao.org/urban-food-agenda

The Urban food actions platform:
http://www.fao.org/urban-food-actions/

FAO Urban taskforce:
Urban-Food-Actions@fao.org

http://www.fao.org/3/CA3151EN/ca3151en.pdf
http://www.fao.org/urban-food-agenda
http://www.fao.org/urban-food-actions/
http://fao.org

