Can surveillance networks enhance preparedness
for future pandemics?
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Asia-Pacific Forest Invasive Species Network (APFISN)
• Established in 2004
• 34 member countries of Asia Pacific
Forestry Commission
Objectives:
• Raise awareness
• Exchange and share information
• Facilitate access
• Strengthen capacities
• Develop strategies
https://www.apfisn.net

https://twitter.com/APFISN

Biosecurity Continuum

What is surveillance?
• A systematic process for detecting pests, recording the
results, and reporting the data
•

Provides data on the distribution, incidence and severity of
pests

•

Monitors changes in forest health status over time

•

Assists in detecting, containing or eradicating new pests and
diseases

•

Assists in market access by providing area freedom data (
‘evidence of absence’)

•

Required for sustainability certification (e.g. FSC, PEFC)

What is preparedness ? “A state of readiness”
In forest biosecurity it includes:
• Import risk Analysis
• Pest risk analysis and priority pest lists
• Contingency planning
• Early detection and diagnosis
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• Agreed reporting responsibilities
• Agreed decision-making processes
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• Agreed cost-sharing arrangements
• Coordinated incident management procedures.
• Stakeholder and Community engagement
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Forest Biosecurity Network for South East Asia:
ACIAR Project Development
•
•
•
•

Low income countries are the most vulnerable
to the impacts of forest invasive species with
the least capacity to manage them
The capability to detect and respond to forest
pest and disease incursions is crucial to
minimise impacts.
Capacity varies among countries but there is a
general lack of preparedness to respond to
invasive pests and diseases.
A coordinated, strengthened forest biosecurity
capacity in SE Asia is critical to the future health
of the region’s forests.

Project Aims are to:
• Better integrate the forestry sector with
existing biosecurity arrangements and
capacities in agriculture
• Build capacity in pest risk analysis,
surveillance and diagnostics
• Integrate these to develop and implement
effective regional forest biosecurity policy
Projected Project Start Date: January 2021
Initial Partner Countries: Lao PDR, Cambodia,
Viet Nam, Thailand, Indonesia, Malaysia
A partner ACIAR Project will develop the
science needed to support the network

