
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

INTER-AGENCY AND EXPERT GROUP ON FOOD SECURITY, AGRICULTURAL AND 

RURAL STATISTICS (IAEG-AG) 

 

Fifth meeting, 29 February 2020, New York 

 

 

Minutes 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



2 

 

Introduction 

P. Gennari, Chief Statistician of FAO and chair of the meeting, welcomed the participants to 

the fifth meeting of the IAEG-AG and provided an overview of the history of the group and its 

main achievements over the last 7 years.  

 

In his introduction the chair highlighted the context in which this IAEG-AG was created in 2012 

and reminded the main results obtained from this collaborative work: i) Preparation of the 

guidelines to improve the measurement of Food Consumption in HH surveys in Low and 

Middle Income Countries, endorsed by the 49th session of the UNSC; ii) Contribution to the 

development and review of the methodology for the compilation of SDG indicator 2.4.1 on 

agricultural sustainability, subsequently endorsed by the IAEG-SDG; iii) Contribution to the 

development of an international definition of smallholders for monitoring the SDG target 2.3; 

and iv) the development of a method for obtaining internationally comparable estimates of 

statistics on cities, urban and rural areas, to be presented to the 51st session of UNSC. 

 

He also pointed out that the international statistical environment had dramatically changed, 

in particular with the adoption of the 2030 agenda, the availability of new data sources and 

innovative methodologies, which all put a lot of pressure on UN agencies to develop a 

roadmap for modernizing their statistics. 

 

Following a review process of the working methods of the UN Statistical Commission, aimed 

at streamlining the complex architecture of groups of different nature, all reporting to the 

UNSC, the IAEG-AG group was recognized as effective and useful and confirmed its existence 

as the unique group dealing with food, agricultural and rural statistics. The IAEG-AG, under 

this new environment, should realign its lines of activities, renew its terms or reference and 

constituency and propose a new work programme for the period 2020-2023. These elements 

have guided the proposed structure of the agenda for this meeting. 

 

The agenda was then introduced (see Annex 1) and approved by the members. 

 

Point 1: Review of the Terms of Reference 

 

As already mentioned, the IAEG-AG was established by the UNSC in 2012 and tasked to guide 

methodological developments in statistics for food security, sustainable agriculture, and rural 

development; to facilitate the development of new international statistical standards; and 

to facilitate the coordination and integration of statistics on food security, sustainable 

agriculture, and rural development with related international statistical standards from other 

statistical domains.  

 

J. Rosero Moncayo Director of ESS division of FAO, introduced the three proposed main 

features of the new terms of reference of the IAEG-AG.  

 

First of all, the IAEG_AG will now cover the following main activities: i) Providing a forum for 

coordination of activities; ii) Identify priority needs for coordinated international work on 

methods and standards for food security, agriculture and rural development statistics; iii) 

Review and provide expert guidance on methodologies; iv) Promote, oversee, and endorse the 

implementation of the obtained results and foster the strengthening of capacities of national 
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statistical agencies to implement them; and v) Promote the production and dissemination of 

good practices and learning material and facilitate information sharing. 

 

Secondly, the main proposed outputs will be: i) a biennial report to the UN Statistical 

Commission on the progress made in its activities; ii) the submission of new 

methods/standards for discussion at the UNSC; and iii) the publication of guidelines and 

technical reports on topics of relevance for food security, sustainable agriculture, and rural 

development statistics. 

 

Finally, in terms of membership, the IAEG-AG will comprise high-level experts representing 

leading International organizations and countries selected on the basis of their interest in 

contributing to methodological research in this domain, while ensuring a balanced regional 

representation. The members of the IAEG-AG will elect a chair form a country representative, 

who will serve for a term of two years and who will be supported by FAO, as secretariat of the 

IAEG-AG, for facilitating his/her work. Face-to-face meetings of the entire IAEG-AG will be 

organised at least once a year. The IAEG-AG can organize its work on specific topics by 

establishing dedicated task-teams that could meet more frequently, also via video 

conferencing. 

 

The new terms of reference, revised according to the proposals presented above, were approved 

by the participants. Members appreciated the possibility of establishing dedicated task-teams. 

It was also suggested to develop tools for measuring the existing and future impact of the 

work of the IAEG in terms of up-take and adoption of methodologies at country level. 

 

The chair reiterated the need to ensure that IAEG-AG membership is inclusive and asked 

participants to provide additional suggestions for potential new members. The final list of 

member countries and organizations will be finalized through written consultation and 

subsequently a new chair will be elected for the next face–to-face session of the IAEG-AG. 

 

 

Point 2: A recommendation on the method to delineate cities, urban and rural areas 

 

The point was introduced by L. Dijkstra, Head of the Economic Analysis Sector, Directorate-

General for Regional and Urban Policy, European Commission. 

 

Mr Dijkstra briefly reminded the history of this work, supported by the Voluntary Commitment 

Group, which comprises a coalition of International Organizations, such as the EU, FAO, the 

ILO, OECD, UN-Habitat and the World Bank. The proposed methodology for the delineation 

of cities, urban and rural areas was presented during a series of side events organized at the 

UNSC and in the framework of the IAEG-AG in 2017, 2018 and 2019. He also stressed the point 

that seven regional workshops were organized by UN-Habitat involving about 100 countries 

in 2018-2019 and that EC, FAO, OECD and WB organized many pilot projects at country level. 

This methodology will be presented to the UN Statistical Commission 2020 for endorsement 

under the agenda item on Demographic Statistics 3(j). 

 

He then stressed the importance of proposing a global method: i) most countries do not use  

a statistical definition, but rely on administrative designation, ii) the statistical definitions use 
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different indicators, different thresholds and different spatial units; iii) SDG indicators for cities, 

urban and rural areas are sensitive to where the boundary is drawn (for example the following 

SDG indicators are sensitive to the rural area definition used: 3.c.1, 4.1.1, 4.6.1, 6.1.1, 7.1.1, 

8.10.1, 9.c.1 and 9.1.1) and iv) understanding global urbanization requires a global definition. 

 

The main benefits of this new approach are multifold: i) it is a cost-effective approach based 

on a simple concept (a grid) and using easily accessible data; ii) it is capturing the entire range 

of the urban-rural continuum; iii) it’s reducing the bias of local units with the different shapes 

and sizes across countries; iv) it’s measuring population clusters directly; and v) national 

definitions have been used for inspiring the density and size thresholds proposed. 

 

He concluded in saying that the method proposed does NOT replace the national definitions: 

The new method is only a tool proposed for providing a global definition that can ensure the 

international comparability of territorial statistics, including for the SDG indicators. Therefore, 

it will have no practical consequences in the implementation of national policies and the 

allocation of national resources.  

 

Members welcomed the proposal and recognized the huge work undertaken over the last 4 

years for developing and testing the methodology in a large number of countries, and for 

organizing a global consultation with countries through seven regional workshops. 

 

Some clarifications were requested on the reasons why the only data source used for this 

methodology is population data and no other sources of information (for example the built-

up area). 

 

In conclusion, the members agreed on the approach and recommended countries to apply these 

tools as soon as possible, given the urgency to make significant progress on the production of 

SDG data that are highly sensitive to the urban/rural dimensions.  

 

 

Point 3: Programme of work 2020-2022 

 

Item 3.1 Work Program on Integration of Satellites and Surveys data for High-Resolution Crop 

Type Mapping and Crop Yield Estimation 

 

T.Kilic , Senior Economist, Development Data Group-World Bank introduced the objectives of 

one of the pillars of the research component of the 50x2030 initiative, related to the viability 

of satellite-based crop yield measurement at the plot-level and across entire landscapes, 

anchored in objective survey data on the ground. Main objectives of this research stream in 

2020-2023 will be to: i) conduct rigorous research to answer high-priority questions in 

microdata collection, analysis and dissemination to support scaling up accurate integrated 

satellite-survey applications; ii) focus on an attainable set of agricultural outcomes – 

production, cultivated area, and yield – for a minimum of four cereal crops - namely maize, 

rice, sorghum, and wheat; and iii) build on existing institutional partnerships and joint research 

programs of the World Bank. 
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The main proposed output will be a protocol for the required volume, methods, and content 

of georeferenced microdata collection as part of all 50x2030-supported surveys, for calibrating 

and validating remote sensing models for high-resolution crop type mapping and crop yield 

estimation. Activities will be conducted in cooperation with Atlas AI in three countries where 

LSMS-ISA data are available: Malawi, Ethiopia and Uganda. 

 

Members approved the inclusion of this topic in the work programme. Clarifications were 

requested on the extension of crops covered in the future, the importance of building 

capacities at country level and the need for further coordination with groups already in place 

at the UN level. 

 

Item 3.2 Nowcasting 

 

S. Mc Feely, Head of Statistics UNCTAD exposed the results and conclusions of a recent 

technical workshop on Nowcasting in International Organisations held in Geneva at the 

beginning of February 2020. He introduced the reasons of this initiative, addressing the urgent 

need for more accurate, timely, and comprehensive data to make the SDGs an actionable 

framework for sustainable development that can drive policies and programs in real time for 

all people. New technologies, paired with new data sources and innovative methods, give an 

unprecedented opportunity to solve this problem. 

 

He highlighted the important questions raised during the workshop: i) should the estimates 

produced at country level and, in this case, who owns the nowcasted data?; ii) should the 

member states and IAEG-SDG be consulted?; iii) since nowcast estimates use a combination 

of official and unofficial statistics – are countries going to oppose their pubblication? He also 

mentioned the need of applying existing standards and definitions and the importance to 

clearly inform users on the limitations of the estimates. 

  

Members expressed their interest in testing/applying these new approaches in the agricultural 

sector and approved its inclusion as a line of research for the IAEG. P.Gennari mentioned the 

importance for FAO to work on these approaches and be able to publish rapid estimates 

especially during emergencies. Strong collaboration and coordination with countries will be 

necessary with the final aim of having countries applying themselves these new methodologies 

in the future. Questions of validation at country level, the role of policy makers in asking always 

more and more immediate access to results were also raised. 

 

Item 3.3 National Quality Assurance Frameworks 

 

P. Gennari introduced the proposal to develop National Quality Assurance frameworks for the 

agricultural sector. He reminded the existing efforts at FAO to develop in 2014, the corporate 

Statistics Quality Assurance Framework (SQAF) to guide how statistical activities should be 

carried out within the Organization. This framework was based on the United Nations 

“Fundamental Principles of Official Statistics” (UN-FPOS) and the “Principles Governing 

International Statistical Activities” endorsed by the Committee for the Coordination of 

Statistical Activities (CCSA) – revised in 2016. 
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He also highlighted that the UNSC at its 50th session in March 2019 adopted the United 

Nations National Quality Assurance Frameworks Manual (UN NQAF Manual) for Official 

Statistics and the recommendations contained therein (decision 50/106), replacing the generic 

United Nations National Quality Assurance Framework template and guidelines. 

 

He then introduced the proposal to develop a specific approach for the agricultural sector that 

could be similar to the DQAF approach proposed by the IMF Data Quality Assessment 

Framework (DQAF) serving as an umbrella of 7 dataset-specific frameworks. He explained that 

FAO was starting the development of dataset-specific self-assessment checklist for different 

sub-domains of the agriculture statistics, e.g. Crops statistics; Livestock statistics, Prices of 

agriculture commodities. 

 

Members welcomed the initiative and endorsed its inclusion as a topic of discussion for the 

IAEG. They recommended that these efforts should remain consistent and coherent with 

existing efforts at national level.   

 

 

Item 3.4 Methodological improvement of food consumption and food security statistics 

 

J.Rosero introduced the proposed work programme for the first biennium (2020-2021). Four 

main areas of work have been proposed: i) Methods for reconciling food consumption data 

obtained from different sources, such as individual dietary intake surveys, household food 

consumption surveys, and national food balance sheets; ii) Extension of the PoU methodology 

to the assessment of the Prevalence of Nutrient Inadequacy (PoNI), using food consumption 

data from household consumption and expenditure surveys (HCES); iii) Obtaining the PoU 

from other food consumption data sources, such as individual dietary intake data; and iv) 

Adaptation in the use of the Food Insecurity Experience Scale (FIES) at country level.  

 

Members strongly welcomed the proposed work programme and its inclusion in the topics to 

be covered by the IAEG. Questions were raised by UNICEF concerning the possibility to extend 

questions to children in the FIES and more generally on the inclusion of FIES into existing 

surveys. More coordination will be needed for a better integration of FIES into national surveys. 

 

The presentation of the work programme was complemented by a presentation from Statistics 

Norway (Ellen Cathrine Kiøsterud) with a proposal to produce new guidelines on how to 

prepare consumption data from household budget surveys that could be used at the same 

time for producing poverty and food security statistics. This proposal was welcomed by the 

members. 

 

 

Conclusions 

 

The participants are requested to provide comments and suggestions on the minutes by cob 

15 March. They are also requested to: i) provide ideas on new topics that could be included in 

the work Programme of the IAEG; ii) provide suggestions on potential additional members; 

and iii) think about the nomination of a chair for the next session. 


