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M r.  Cha i rman ,  

H . E.  D i rec to r - Gene ra l  o f  F ood  an d  Agr icu l tu re  Orga n iza t i on  o f  

the  Un i t ed  Na t ions ,  

D i s t ing u i s hed  M in i s t e r s  and  de le ga te s ,  

 

F i r s t  o f  a l l ,  on  beha l f  o f  the  g ove rn men t  o f  the  Dem ocra t i c  

Peop le ’s  Repub l i c  o f  Ko rea ,  I  wou ld  l ike  to  ex te nd  my  wa rm  

congra t u la t ions  to  you  on  your  e l ec t ion  a s  Cha i rman  o f  the  

th i r ty - f i f th  s e s s ion  o f  the  F AO R eg iona l  C onfe rence  fo r  As ia  and  

the  Pac i f i c .  

I  wou ld  a l s o  l ike  to  exp re s s  m y  g ra t i t ude  to  the  F AO Reg io na l  

Of f i ce  fo r  As ia  and  the  Pac i f i c  and  the  gove rnme n t  o f  the  

K ingdo m of  Bhu tan  fo r  the i r  s inc e re  e f fo r t s  fo r  s ucces s fu l  ho l d ing  

o f  the  s e s s ion .  In  the  s ame  ve in ,  I  am conv i nced  tha t  th i s  s e s s ion  

w i l l  p r ov ide  a  good  opp or t un i t y  fo r  the  coun t r i e s  in  As ia - Pac i f i c  

to  exchange  v iews  and  expe r i ence s  on  the  cha l l enges  and  s o lu t i ons  

in  ag r i cu l tu ra l  p r oduc t ion  and  f o od  s ecu r i ty  i n  the  reg i on .  

 

M r .  Cha i rman ,  

T he  FAO Reg iona l  Of f i ce  fo r  As ia  and  the  Pac i f i c  h a s  ach ieved  

s ome  s ucces s e s  in  v a r ious  s ec to rs  inc lud i ng  c rop  p r oduc t ion ,  

l i ve s tock ,  f i s h  fa rm ing ,  fo re s t ry ,  pe s t  con t ro l s  and  b iod ive rs i ty  b y  

focus in g  on  t e chn ica l  coo pe ra t i on  p rog ram mes  in  l ine  w i th  the  

reg iona l  coope ra t ion  p r io r i t i e s  w h ich  we re  adop ted  d u r in g  the  l a s t  

s e s s ion .  

In  pa r t i cu la r ,  i t  d i rec t s  e f f o r t s  on  min im iz ing  the  nega t ive  

impac t s  o f  devas ta t in g  cons equen ces  o f  g loba l  Cov id -19  pande mic ,  

Af r i ca n  s wine  feve r  and  l ocus t  s wa rms  wh ich  a re  ram pan t  i n  the  

reg ion  and  ens u r i ng  food  s ecu r i t y  and  inc re a s ing  income  o f  ru ra l  

peop le  a s  we l l  a s  impr ov in g  the i r  nu t r i t iona l  s t a tus .  

I t  ann ounced  C ov id -19  Umb re l l a  Pro gram me  and  has  been  

ac t ive ly  wag ing  i t s  fu nd - ra i s in g  campa ign ,  ba s ed  on  the  rap id  
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emergenc y  a s s e s s men t  o f  the  Cov id -1 9’s  impac t s  on  peop le ’s  food  

s ecu r i ty  and  n u t r i t io n  conduc te d  in  more  t han  20  coun t r i e s .  

H igh l y  apprec ia t in g  the s e  in i t i a t ive s  and  e f fo r t s  made  by  the  

FAO Reg iona l  Of f i ce  fo r  As ia  an d  the  Pac i f i c ,  I  be l i eve  t ha t  t hey  

wi l l  c e r t a in ly  b r in g  good  re s u l t s .  

 

M r .  Cha i rman ,  

T he re  a re  s t i l l  a  nu mber  o f  t a s ks  to  be  done  and  obs tac le s  to  be  

ove rco me  in  ach iev ing  the  Sus ta inab le  Deve lop men t  Goa l s  2030  

s uch  a s  ens u r ing  reg i ona l  f ood  s ecu r i ty  and  nu t r i t iona l  

impr oveme n t  and  s o  on .  

Succes s ive  na tu ra l  d i s a s t e r s ,  wa te r  s ca rc i ty ,  pe s t  and  v i ru le n t  

in fec t ious  d i s ea s e s  a re  the  ma in  cau s e s  o f  de te r io ra t in g  the  

reg iona l  foo d  s ecu r i t y  and  nu t r i t i ona l  s t a tus .  

In  o r de r  to  o ve rco me  the s e  cha l l enges  and  ens u re  s us ta ina b le  

food  s ecu r i ty ,  we  cons ide r  tha t  th e  fo l lowi ng  i s s ues  s hou ld  be  pa id  

due  a t t en t i on .  

F i r s t ,  i t  i s  mos t  impo r tan t  to  s t reng the n  coope ra t i on  and  

co l l abo ra t i on  be twee n  the  reg io na l  coun t r i e s  t o  cope  wi th  t he  

v i ru len t  g l oba l  COV ID -19  pan d emic ,  Af r i can  s wine  fe ve r  and  

locus t  s wa rms ’  e f fec t .  

Whi le  d i rec t i ng  t e chn ica l  and  f in anc ia l  r e s ou rce s  to  ove rcome  

the  cu r ren t  c r i s e s ,  eve ry  coun t r y  s hou ld  s ha re  i t s  s ucces s e s  and  

expe r t i s e  w i th  the  re g iona l  co un t r i e s  and  s t reng then  mu tua l  

s uppor t  and  co l l ab ora t ion  a l s o  in  s ecu r ing  neces s a ry  f unds .  

In  th i s  rega r d ,  I  app rec ia t e  t ha t  Hand - in -Hand  In i t i a t ive  

recen t ly  pu t  f o rwar ded  by  M r .  D i rec to r - Gene ra l  i s  an  exce l l en t  

idea  to  p rov ide  more  e f f i c i e n t  a s s i s t ance  to  the  coun t r i e s  wh ic h  

l a ck  the i r  own  t ech n ica l  and  f inanc ia l  r e s ou rce s ,  and  thus  

encourage  a l l  co un t r i e s  to  a ch ieve  the  g loba l  S us ta inab le  

Deve lop men t  Goa l s .  I  t h i n k  m ore  p rac t i c a l  meas u re s  fo r  t h i s  

in i t i a t ive  s hou ld  be  t aken .  
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Second ,  t e chn ica l  and  ma te r i a l  a s s i s t ance  s hou ld  be  fu r the r  

s t reng t hened  in  o rde r  to  inc re a s e  re s i l i ence  o f  t he  reg i ona l  

coun t r i e s  to  cope  wi th  na tu ra l  d i s a s t e r s .  

F ro m 2017  to  201 8 ,  ag r i cu l tu ra l  s ec to r  o f  the  D PRK s u f fe re d  

f ro m lo t s  o f  damages  due  to  d rou gh t s  c aus ed  by  dec rea s ed  annua l  

p rec ip i t a t i on  due  to  the  e f fec t  o f  c l ima te  change  and  s ub merge nce  

o f  a rab le  l an d  caus ed  by  na tu ra l  d i s a s t e r s  s uch  a s  typhoons  and  

heavy  ra ins .  

M ore  re s ource s  and  e f fo r t s  s hou ld  be  d i rec ted  to  F AO ’s  

as s i s t ance  in  o rde r  fo r  the  reg i ona l  coun t r i e s  to  min imize  the  

damage  f rom na t u ra l  d i s a s t e r s  an d  inc rea s e  the i r  r e s i l i e nce .  

T h i rd ,  t he  s ys tem and  s t ruc tu re  o f  the  FAO o f f i ce  f o r  As ia  and  

the  Pac i f i c  s hou ld  be  fu r the r  pe r fec ted  wi t h  a  v iew  to  enhanc in g  

the  e f f i c i ency  o f  a s s i s t ance  to  th e  reg iona l  co un t r i e s .  

T he re  i s  a  need  to  impro ve  the  f unc t io ns  o f  va r i ous  d iv i s i ons  

and  the  ro le s  o f  t e c hn ica l  o f f i c e rs  who  a re  in vo lve d  in  p ro jec t  

imp le men ta t ions  and  to  ens u re  t ime l ine s s  a nd  e f f i c i enc y  by  

s impl i fy i ng  th e  rec ru i tme n t  p r oces s  o f  t e chn ica l  expe r t s  and  

cons u l t an t s .  

 

M r .  Cha i rman ,  

T oday  in  ou r  cou n t r y  unde r  the  w is e  l e ade rs h ip  o f  

Comrade  KI M J ONG UN ,  C ha i rma n  o f  the  S ta t e  Af fa i r s  

Commis s i on  o f  the  DPR K,  a  v igo rous  s t ru gg le  i s  be ing  ca r r i ed  on  

to  b rea k  th roug h  head -on  a l l  t he  ba r r i e r s  and  d i f f i c u l t i e s  in  th e  

way  o f  ou r  ad vance .  

T he  ag r i cu l t u ra l  s ec to r  i s  the  ma j o r  th r us t  a rea  in  th i s  c ampa ign  

wh ich  d raws  foc us ed  s t a t e  a t t en t ion  and  i nves tme n t .  As  a  re s u l t ,  

t he  mode rn  Su nchon  Ph os pha t i c  Fe r t i l i z e r  Fac to r y  ha s  be en  bu i l t  

and  the  g rav i t y  fed  i r r iga t i on  wa te rway  in  Sou t h  Hwanghae  

Pro v ince  wh ich  ex tends  nea r ly  80  km has  been s ucces s fu l ly  

comple te d .  
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Des p i t e  un favo rab le  wea t he r  co nd i t i ons ,  we  have  ach ieved  

unprecede n ted  s ucces s e s  in  a l l  s ec to rs  o f  ag r i c u l tu re  inc lu d ing  

c rops ,  l i ve s toc k ,  f ru i t  f a rm ing  a nd  f i s h  fa r ming  b y  p r io r i t i z i ng  

s c ien t i f i c  fa rm ing  me tho ds  and  re s ea rch ing  and  in t r oduc i ng  

advanced  fa r min g  t echno l og ie s  and  me thods  re ly in g  on  ou r  ow n  

t echno lo gy  and  re s o urce s .  

Recen t ly ,  t he  DPRK s u f fe red  f r om s eve re  dama ges  inc lud ing  

s ubmerge nce  o f  paddy  a nd  d ry  f i e lds  and  dwe l l in g  hous es  d ue  to  

heavy  ra in  in  s eve ra l  pa r t s  o f  t he  coun t r y .  In  th i s  rega r d ,  the  

DPRK gove rn men t  i s  conce n t ra t ing  a l l  r e s o urce s  to  t a ke  eve ry  

pos s ib le  meas u re  to  ove rcome  the  f lo od  damages  a s  e a r l y  a s  

pos s ib le  and  s t ab i l i z e  the  l ive l ih ood  o f  the  a f fec ted  pe op le .  

T he  DPRK gove rn men t  w i l l ,  i n  the  fu tu re ,  t oo ,  pos i t i ve ly  

con t r ibu te  to  the  in t e r na t io na l  e f fo r t s  to  ens u re  the  reg iona l  food  

s ecu r i ty  an d  nu t r i t iona l  i mp rove m en t  and  ach ieve  the  Sus ta ina b le  

Deve lop men t  Goa l s  2030  by  fu r t he r  s t reng t hen in g  the  exchanges  

and  co l l ab ora t ion  w i th  t he  reg ion a l  membe r  cou n t r i e s  unde r  c los e  

coope ra t ion  wi th  FAO.  

T hank  you .  

 


