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Item 4.2 Implementation of the recommendations of the 26th Session of the Committee 

Member Name Comments 
Dominican Republic 
(Tue 22/09/2020 
18:52) 

Agradecemos la actualización sobre la implementación de las recomendaciones del 26º período de sesiones del COAG. 
Concordamos en reconocer la importancia  de la presentación de informes periódicos sobre las recomendaciones emanadas del 
comité, con especial atención temas relativos a la innovación, agricultura familiar, agroecología y el SIPAM, entre otros. 
 • En cuanto a la Recomendación 1 sobre Alimentación y agricultura sostenibles, aguardamos con interés el lanzamiento del 
documento “Progreso hacia una agricultura sostenible” (PROSA), que entendemos aportará información sobre el estado de la 
agricultura sostenible en sus múltiples dimensiones. Nos complace saber que la Organización es pionera en este tipo de reportes 
y alentamos a que, tras su lanzamiento, se realicen actualizaciones y se extraigan lecciones aprendidas, impulsando el 
intercambio de conocimientos entre las partes interesadas. 
 • Sería interesante contar con un análisis y/o intercambio de conocimientos sobre soluciones innovadoras para enfrentar las 
brechas y dificultades en la sostenibilidad agroalimentaria, tras los efectos de la crisis provocada por el Covid-19. 
Consideramos que el soporte que ofrece el enfoque de creación de asociaciones basado en hechos comprobados de la Iniciativa 
Mano de la Mano debe seguir siendo reforzado como pieza importante con el objetivo de minimizar los efectos de la pandemia 
en los sistemas agrícolas. 
 • Nos congratulamos por los valiosos aportes del COAG a la línea de trabajo del Comité de Seguridad Alimentaria Mundial 
(CSA) sobre agroecología y otros enfoques innovadores. Alentamos a los miembros del COAG a continuar ampliando y 
profundizando el apoyo multidisciplinario e intersectorial a todos los esfuerzos multilaterales, tanto en la fase de diseño y 
negociación como en la adopción y visibilidad de los productos de políticas de los distintos órganos colegiados. 
 • En cuanto a la recomendación 7 sobre Revitalizar las zonas rurales para los jóvenes, subrayamos la importancia que reviste el 
“Plan de Acción para la juventud rural”. Apoyamos que el COAG y la FAO puedan movilizar los recursos necesarios para la 
implementación efectiva del Plan de Acción, en el entendido de que, como indican todos los estudios al respecto, el futuro de la 
producción agroalimentaria en todos los Estados miembros depende de la revitalización de las zonas rurales para hacerlas 
atractivas a las nuevas generaciones. 
 • Apoyamos también las recomendaciones 24-25-26 sobre Años y Días Internacionales, en el entendido de que dar visibilidad 
a temas puntuales relacionados con la producción agroalimentaria es una de las labores centrales de la FAO en general y del 
COAG en particular. 

Australia Wed 
(23/09/2020 17:07) 

Australia takes note of the report. In particular, we would like to provide specific comments under a range of recommendations. 
Recommendation 1: Sustainable Food and Agriculture  
We note the finalisation of the methodology for SDG 2.4.1, which refers to the proportion of agricultural land under productive 
and sustainable agriculture.  
Noting the update provided on the Tool for Agroecology Performance Evaluation, we would welcome future reporting which 
highlights the FAO’s work to promote sustainable food and agriculture through other innovative approaches such as climate-
smart agriculture.  
Recommendations 3-6: Agroecology – from advocacy to action  
Australia notes the work of FAO to facilitate the uptake of agroecology through progressing the Scaling Up Agroecology 
Initiative, revising the Ten Elements of Agroecology, and working in conjunction with the CFS.  
We welcome plans to submit the Ten Elements of Agroecology to a peer-reviewed journal, and call on FAO to ensure that all 



of its work on sustainable agriculture, including agroecology, is founded on a strong scientific evidence base.  
We note FAO’s involvement in the CFS policy convergence process on ‘Agroecological and other innovative approaches for 
sustainable agriculture and food systems that enhance food security and nutrition’, and call on FAO to ensure that this 
document also pays attention to other innovative approaches that are not specifically mentioned, as consistent with the spirit of 
the 41st FAO Conference Resolution on this subject (C 2019/LIM/13). 
Recommendation 11: Fall Armyworm in Africa: status, potential impacts and global response 
Australia welcomes the FAO’s work to combat Fall Armyworm globally, and would like to note that FAW is present in Papua 
New Guinea but has not yet spread to the Pacific Island countries. We would encourage FAO to support in-country 
organisations to continue to raise awareness and preparedness in countries that have not yet confirmed the presence of FAW.  
We also highlight that management options developed for smallholder farmers to address FAW shouldn't be implemented in 
isolation. It is important that research focusing on building resilience in farming systems to pests, weeds, and diseases is not 
forgotten in favour of more targeted actions against a single pest species like FAW. We do not underestimate the potential 
impact of FAW on smallholder farmers' livelihoods, but we also note the need to build resilience for future potential pests.  
Recommendation 19: Update on the Global Soil Partnership, including the International Code of Conduct for the Use and 
Management of Fertilizers  
Australia welcomes the endorsement of the International Code of Conduct for the Use and Management of Fertilizers, which 
provides a locally adaptable framework that can be used by a variety of end-users to contribute to more sustainable agriculture.  
Recommendation 22-23: Implementation of the recommendations of the 25th Session of the Committee, including the outcome 
of the informal open-ended working group on food safety scientific advice programme  
Australia welcomed the recent increase in funding for Codex and IPPC and welcomes the FAO’s decision to provide a 
sustainable funding basis to support the normative and standard setting work that the FAO is uniquely positioned to do. 

Argentina (Wed 
23/09/2020 23:05) 

1. La Argentina toma nota del informe y sobre la aplicación de las recomendaciones formuladas por el Comité de Agricultura 
en su 26º período de sesiones 
2. Con relación a los párrafos 13 a 16 -Recomendación 2-, la Argentina aprecia los progresos en la elaboración del Código de 
conducta voluntario para la reducción de la pérdida y desperdicio de alimentos, así como las diversas instancias de consulta 
técnica que han tenido lugar hasta el momento. Sin embargo, lamenta que no se hubiera llevado a cabo un proceso de 
negociación, que habría facilitado los consensos para la adopción del documento en el marco del 27º período de sesiones del 
COAG. Al respecto, la Argentina desea resaltar la importancia de que los instrumentos producidos por la FAO, 
independientemente de su carácter voluntario, se sometan a procesos formales de negociación que involucren a la Membresía 
de la Organización. 
3. Con relación a los párrafos 21 y 22 -Recomendación 5-, la Argentina valora las contribuciones de la FAO a la elaboración de 
las recomendaciones de políticas sobre Enfoques agroecológicos y otros enfoques innovadores en favor de la sostenibilidad de 
la agricultura y los sistemas alimentarios que mejoran la seguridad alimentaria y la nutrición, y, en línea con los términos de la 
Recomendación, aspira a que dicho documento efectivamente exponga de manera equilibrada las contribuciones que pueden 
realizar tanto la agroecología como los demás enfoques de agricultura sostenible a tal fin. 
4. En cuanto a los párrafos 103 a 105 -Recomendación 25-, se valoran los esfuerzos realizados por el Comité en pos de la 
declaración del Día Internacional de Concienciación sobre la Pérdida y el Desperdicio de Alimentos (29 de septiembre). La 
Argentina reconoce especialmente el apoyo brindado a los Miembros para poder hacer frente a los retos que las pérdidas y 
desperdicios generan en los diferentes sistemas alimentarios. La primera celebración del Día Internacional de Concienciación 
sobre la Pérdida y el Desperdicio de Alimentos se produce en un contexto particularmente desafiante, como es la irrupción de 
la pandemia del COVID-19, situación que nos impulsa a seguir trabajando aún más comprometidamente en este tema de modo 



tal de alcanzar la seguridad alimentaria y el fin de la pobreza. 
5. Por último, la Argentina reitera la importancia de que los criterios enunciados en los indicadores e instrumentos de 
evaluación elaborados por o bajo la égida de la FAO, así como las conclusiones y vinculaciones volcadas en estudios, informes 
y demás publicaciones realizadas por o con la contribución de la FAO, se fundamenten en sólida evidencia científica, 
independientemente del apoyo institucional o financiero que pudieran brindar en tales iniciativas otras organizaciones, 
instituciones o agencias. 

Peru (Thu 
24/09/2020 10:03) 

En cuanto a la recomendación 1 d), se sugiere: 
“Que la FAO apoye la coordinación y acción de la cooperación internacional para el financiamiento de las actividades 
vinculadas a la implementación del indicador 2.4.1. de los ODS.” 
En relación a la recomendación 12 ítem 53, se sugiere: 
“Hacer visible en el enunciado la gestión de las emisiones del cambio climático (mitigación del cambio climático) como parte 
del apoyo técnico en la implementación de las Contribuciones Nacionales Determinadas (NDC)”. 
En relación a la recomendación 19 ítem 80, se sugiere: 
“Que la FAO apoye con la coordinación y acción de la cooperación internacional para el financiamiento de las actividades 
referidas a la actualización e información de los mapas de suelos”. 
- Posición 
El Perú apoya el reporte de implementación de las recomendaciones del 26º periodo de sesiones - COAG. 

Morocco 
(24/09/2020 16:31) 

Morocco sends these comments on behalf of the Africa Regional Group on the agenda item "Implementation of the 
recommendations of the 26th session of the Committee on Agriculture". 
While thanking the COAG Secretariat for providing this detailed report, the Africa Regional Group notes with satisfaction the 
state of implementation of the majority of COAG 26 recommendations, including the initiated process of development of a 
voluntary code of conduct on reducing food loss and waste in order to contribute to the sustainable development of food 
systems and achieve the SDGs, and welcomes the special attention given to rural youth through the development of a dedicated 
action plan aimed at strengthening the role of young people through education, the promotion of entrepreneurship, access to 
markets and services, in particular co-financing and capacity building. 
Given the importance of the livestock sector in general and the increase in animal production in particular in the fight against 
hunger, malnutrition and poverty, and in accordance with FAO's mandate, the Africa Regional Group believes that the 
implementation and creation of the Livestock Sub-Committee is an important phase in achieving FAO's goals for reducing 
hunger and malnutrition as well as completing the SDGs hosted by FAO. 
The Africa Regional Group calls FAO to continue to support countries in integrating sustainable food and agriculture into their 
food systems, to strengthen its assistance to countries in achieving the SDGs, as well as the capacities of small and family 
farmers in adopting and scaling up productive and sustainable practices. 
In addition, regarding the recommendation to implement the conclusions of the informal open-ended working group in charge 
of the program on scientific advice on food safety, the Africa regional group strongly supports the proposal of the Coordinator 
of the Group of Friends for the Eradication of PPR, for a resolution by the Joint FAO/OIE Secretariat to support the global PPR 
building program and reaffirms its support for the ongoing work of FAO to eradicate PPR by 2030, in particular through 
partnership with the OIE and in close coordination with FAO members, farmers representatives, including women's 
associations, global/regional institutions, research institutes , civil society organizations, the private sector and other partners. 

Switzerland (Thu 
24/09/2020 17:33) 

Switzerland takes note of document COAG/2020/3 and the progress made by FAO in implementing COAG recommendations 
and advice in particular those of the 26th Session. 



We acknowledge the progress made by FAO in different areas that are priorities for Switzerland: sustainable food systems 
(recommendation 2), agroecology (recommendations 3-6), youth (recommendation 7), livestock (recommendation 10), water 
(recommendation 15-17), biodiversity (recommendation 18), and soil (recommendation 19).  
All these topics are crucial to accelerate the transformative change of food and agricultural systems towards achieving the 
Sustainable Development Goals of the UN 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development.  
We would have appreciated if COAG were provided with more information on FAO’s role and work on the transition towards 
sustainable food systems under this Agenda Item in line with FAO Conference Resolution 7/2019. The resolution calls FAO to 
thoroughly integrate policies and all the approaches towards more sustainable and innovative agricultural and food systems in 
its planning and work and to demonstrate leadership in promoting inclusive transition towards more sustainable agriculture and 
food systems, and to proactively engage in efforts to address economic, environmental and social trade-offs. The UN Secretary-
General called for a UN Summit on Food Systems in 2021. The current 27th session of COAG would be an important 
opportunity to report to and seek advice by FAO members.  
Please find below our comments on two specific recommendations:  
Recommendation 7 Revitalizing rural areas for youth (C 2019/21 Rev.1 para 22) 
We note with regret that the recommendation from the last COAG session has apparently not been fully implemented. FAO 
was requested to collaborate with ILO and the other RBS and not to merely consult them as stated in document COAG/2020/3. 
Recommendation 8 Globally Important Agricultural Heritage Systems (GIAHS) (C 2019/21 Rev.1 para 24) 
We take note that GIAHS is moving into a cross-cutting programme. Since the majority of the GIAHS registered sites are 
located in mountain areas, we strongly recommend a strengthening of the collabo-ration between GIAHS and the Mountain 
Partnership in order to develop a joint programme on sustain-able food systems for the sustainable development of mountain 
regions.  
The year 2021 will mark important global milestones such as the Food Systems Summit and the COP-15 of the Convention on 
Biological Diversity. We believe that these meetings represent a unique opportunity to promote GIAHS and related activities’ 
contribution to sustainable and resilient food systems in vulnerable ecosystems such as mountains.  

New Zealand (Thu 
24/09/2020 18:16) 

New Zealand commends FAO for its implementation of the COAG 26 recommendations: there has been a significant amount 
achieved over the last two years with progress and outputs against all of the recommendations. In particular, we support 
ongoing efforts by FAO to continue to progress its work as far as practicable, in the face of the challenges posed by COVID-19. 
In terms of guidance for any future reporting, to simplify reader’s assessment of the implementation status, a summary table 
may be a useful addition to the report to assist a quick assessment of the level of progress against each of the recommendations 
(i.e. completed, ongoing etc.) to complement the detail in the text. 
With regard to the content of the report, New Zealand takes the opportunity to: 
• Welcome the focus on the FAO’s work on climate change – particularly in supporting countries with their Nationally 
Determined Contributions (NDCs) in the context of the Koronivia Joint Work on Agriculture. Also, we have appreciated 
FAO’s engagement with the Global Research Alliance (GRA) in the context of climate change action in the livestock sector. 
• Support FAO’s work to assist countries to implement climate smart agriculture approaches. In particular, we are interested in 
the new project entitled “Sustainable productivity in agriculture” and would welcome further engagement of FAO with member 
countries to understand how this will work to support climate smart and agro-ecological approaches to achieve SDG 2.4.1. 
• Acknowledge particularly the increased funding for IPPC and the Food Safety Science Advice programme – in line with the 
direction of COAG 26 and other technical committees. Given a significant part of the forward looking strategic focus of FAO’s 
work is on management of transboundary pests and diseases, and the ever increasing workload to support countries, the case for 
ongoing sustainable funding is as strong as ever to ensure FAO can effectively deliver. 



Thailand 
(24/09/2020 23:20) 

Thailand takes note of the report and commends FAO for the satisfactory implementation of recommendations of 26th Session 
of COAG. We encourage the continuous work of FAO to bring its core competency as the expertise organization in supporting 
the member countries in achieving the SDGs.  

EU (Thu 24/09/2020 
19:00) 

2. We thank the Secretariat for the report on the implementation of the recommendations of the 26th Session of the Committee 
on Agriculture. 
3. The EU and its Member States highly appreciate all efforts of COAG 27 to reach the Agenda 2030 goals, including the 
transformation towards sustainable food systems, which has become even more urgent due to the new pandemic. 
4. The EU and its Member States welcome FAO’s various activities relating to Antimicrobial Resistance (AMR), including 
through the joint secretariat of the Tripartite, and underlines that fighting AMR should remain a top priority for FAO. AMR and 
animal and plant diseases (PPR, Fall Armyworm, Desert Locust etc) should remain stand-alone items on future COAG 
agendas. 
5. With regard to the FAO's normative and standard-setting work, we appreciate the actions taken in the past two years in the 
adjustments in FAO’s Programme of Work and Budget. A regular update of the work of the scientific advice programme for 
Codex Alimentarius and the International Plant Protection Convention (IPPC) would be highly appreciated. 
6. Finally, we urge FAO, when proposing International Years and Days, to include as the 1st paragraph of the proposal a 
comprehensive assessment of the presented proposal against the criteria adopted by UN ECOSOC and the 38th FAO 
Conference in 2013 for the proclamation of International Years. 

 


