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International Labour 
Organization

Tripartite

Decent work

Standards based

Standards for all workers

Work in Fishing Convention, 2007 (No. 188)

Maritime Labour Convention, 2006

Projects – Ship to Shore, Sea Fisheries



COVID-19 – ILO response

The four pillars of the ILO response to COVID-19

National action to stimulate the economy and employment.

Targeted action to support enterprises, jobs and incomes.

Protection of workers in the workplace.

The role of social dialogue.
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ILO COVID-19 resources
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https://www.ilo.org/global/topics/coronavirus/lang--
en/index.htm



Examples of COVID-19 OSH tools
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ILO 
COVID-19 
Monitor
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MARITIME

Maritime
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• OSH – personal protection equipment
• Medical care at sea
• Access to medical care ashore
• Working beyond work agreements
• Repatriation

Inability to change crews due to: 
• restrictions on travel
• embarkation and disembarkation in ports
• quarantine measures 
• reductions in available flights
• limits on the issuing of visas and passports. 

Problems
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https://www.ilo.org/global/topics/coro
navirus/sectoral/lang--en/index.htm



Responses by UN agencies to COVID-19 maritime issues

Rights of seafarers, as set out in the Maritime Labour Convention, and rights of fishers, as set out in 
the Work in Fishing Convention, cited as basis for addressing problems

• Joint statements calling on seafarers, fishers and other to be designated as «key workers»

• Protocols for safe crew changes

• Tools for managing COVID-19 cases on board ships

• Interventions with States (e.g. access to medical care in port)
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WHO “Promoting public health measures in response to COVID-19 on cargo ships and fishing vessels, 
published on 25 August 2020”

• Pre-boarding (including screening)

• Onboard (Risk Analysis, Preventive Measures, 
Environmental measures, Managing 
suspected COVID-19 cases and their contacts, 
Access to medical facilities, Obligations of 
shipowners)

• Leaving the ship (Public health measures for 
shoreside visits, Public health measures 
throughout the journey)

Communications

Digital tools and mobile applications

Training

Mental and psychosocial support 

https://www.who.int/publications/i/item/WHO-
2019-nCoV-Non-passenger_ships-2020.1
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IMO COVID-19 site
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http://www.imo.org/en/MediaCentre/HotTopics/Page
s/Coronavirus.aspx



ILO Sea Fisheries project and COVID-19

Online Working Group Meeting on COVID19

To strengthen the protection of migrant fishers in the Southeast Asia, 
SEA Forum for Fishers emphasized the need for streamlined 
coordination at both national and regional levels during and after the 
COVID-19 pandemic.

Raising Awareness on COVID19 with Trade Unions

Fishing is one of the sectors impacted by the COVID-19 pandemic. 
Fishers do not only lose their livelihoods but also face a greater risk of 
human trafficking. The ILO and its partners raise their awareness for 
better protection and prevention.
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Final thoughts
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Make use of tools, guidance developed for the maritime sectors to respond to COVID-19

Consider the value of ratified and implemented international labour standards to help 
protect in times of crisis

Pressure governments, and those who depend on shipping and fishing, to facilitate crew
changes of seafarers and fishers

Thank you


