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Member Name Comments 

Australia (25 

September) 
Regional Forestry Commissions 

 Australia wishes to reflect on a matter that was raised by the 28th Session of the Asia-Pacific Forestry Commission 

(APFC) pertaining to the Asia-Pacific Forestry Sector Outlook Study, and its relationship to a recent 
recommendation of the Programme Committee. 

 In line with the Evaluation of FAO’s Statistical Work (PC 128/5) and recommendations by the Programme 

Committee in its 128th Session, we suggest ensuring that forest sector outlooks are based on strengthened statistical 

work in order to provide contextually relevant recommendations. Australia welcomes the development of the Asia-

Pacific Forest Sector Outlook Study and supports the recommendation by the APFC at 11f to fill gaps in the study 
and strengthen the statistical basis on which the Forest Sector Outlook is undertaken. 

Rules of Procedure for the Working Group on Dryland Forests and Agrosilvopastoral Systems 

 Australia suggest that Rules of Procedure language presented for the Working Group on Dryland Forests and 
Agrosilvopastoral Systems, and other such administrative documents, should be gender neutral.  

 We propose that the Rule I, Paragraph 4 should read: 

 The Chairperson, or in their absence one of the Vice-Chairpersons, shall preside… 

International Poplar Commission 

 Australia thanks the Committee for the update on the International Poplar Commission (IPC) and notes its newly 
broadened focus. We also note the proposed recommendation to take concrete actions through fast-growing species 
to support the UN Decade on Ecosystem Restoration. 

 We would be grateful for additional guidance on this proposal, particularly around ecological considerations such as 

the role of slower growing endemic species, the definition of successful ecosystem restoration, and how this aligns 
with the intent of the UN Decade on Ecosystem Restoration. 



Japan (25 
September) 

 As the adaptation of the amended convention, the scope of the International Commission Poplars and Other Fast-

Growing Trees Sustaining People and the Environment (IPC) was expanded to all fast-growing trees that sustain 
people and the environment from poplars and willows. On the other hand, the International Tropical Timber 

Organization (ITTO) promotes the sustainable management and conservation of tropical forests and the expansion 

and diversification of international trade in tropical timber from sustainably managed and legally harvested forests 

including fast-growing trees. Therefore, Japan believes that it is important to have coordination and cooperation 
between IPC and ITTO to avoid overlap or duplication of works and make steps forward.  

USA (25 

September) 

 

 The North American Forestry Commission (NAFC) has fostered a long standing and fruitful partnership 

between Canada, Mexico, and the United States on forestry issues. In practice, NAFC chooses to focus on 

collaborative research and field activities of shared interest, rather than operate solely as policy dialogue forum. 

While policies/policy approaches are discussed, there is no overall aim to seek coherence or harmonization 

between our polices as a region, but rather learn from each other’s experiences and to pursue collaborative 

field/research activities of common interest. 

 While recognizing the importance of synergies between the Regional Forestry Commissions (RFCs), COFO, 

and FAO and the need to inform each other’s work, it is important to respect the RFCs prerogative to set their 

own aims, priorities, and modalities of collaboration amongst their members, and not to enforce a top down 

approach from COFO/FAO on the RFCs. 

 As written, bullet three “under points of consideration” on this issue solely casts the work and aim of the RFCs 

through the lens of the SDGs, the Paris Agreement, and the Global Forest Goals.  The original aim of the 

Regional Forestry Commissions was to bring together the heads of forestry to address the most pressing issues 

in that region, and existed well before those initiatives and agreements.  Moreover, some countries may not be 

party to all those agreements. 

 We, therefore, request that the text of the COFO report and recommendations under this agenda item reflect this 

flexibility and that if the third bullet point under recommended actions is to be included in the COFO report, the 

text be amended as follows:  

 

“The Committee requests FAO to: 

o Review and consult with Members on further improving Consult with Regional Forestry Commissions 

on ways FAO can help facilitate as a well-established mechanisms for their policy dialogue and 

technical exchanges to assist them in achieving their members’ goals and contributions to international 



processes and goals.  , with a view to further strengthening collaboration and collaborative action across 

sectors and stakeholders to achieve the SDGs, the Paris Agreement, and the Global Forest Goals.  

 

 In regards to the ACSFI, we recognize and note the important work accomplished in the past two years under 

this body. 

 However, the key messages of ACSFI are not negotiated outcomes of COFO member states, and contain 

language that may not be reflected in the policies of individual member states or terminology with no common 

definitional agreement.  Therefore, the US cannot endorse the key messages. Instead we request that the 

recommendation from COFO be adjusted to read that COFO “acknowledges” the ACSFI outputs and key 

messages arising out of its 60th and 61st sessions.    

 It is also not clear why the recommendation directing FAO to finalize the ACSFI Strategic Framework is needed 

or appropriate. The COFO does not direct nor approve the work of ACSFI or its Strategic Framework. It is a 

separate statutory body. We recommend that this bullet point be deleted and not included in the COFO final 

report. 

 

Russian Federation 

(25 September) 
 Приложение 1, параграфы 4, 5: Просим представить более подробную информацию о целях и порядке 

работы по укреплению стратегической роли региональных комиссий ФАО по лесному хозяйству. 

Argentina (26 

September) 
 La Argentina ha tenido activa participación en la 31.ª reunión de la Comisión Forestal para América Latina y el 

Caribe (COFLAC), del 2 al 6 de septiembre de 2019 en Montevideo (Uruguay). Las recomendaciones realizadas 

en ese ámbito han sido uno de los principales aportes al documento FO:COFO/2020/9.5, relativo a la labor de la 
FAO en relación con el sector forestal de conformidad con el Marco estratégico revisado.  

 Con relación al Comité Consultivo de Industrias Sostenibles de Base Forestal (CCISBF), principal órgano de la 

FAO para la colaboración con el sector privado en materia forestal, se aprecian los principales mensajes de su 

61ra. reunión.  
 Sin perjuicio de ello, Argentina entiende necesario que el asesoramiento del CCISBF a la Organización preste 

atención a la promoción de cadenas de valor de base forestal sostenibles con particular énfasis en los países en 
desarrollo. En tal sentido, se propone que el tercer bullet del párrafo 11, lea del siguiente modo (agregado en 

negrita):  
 
 “invitar al CCISBF a seguir impulsando las asociaciones estratégicas entre la FAO y el sector privado para 
apoyar los esfuerzos de los países, en especial de los países en desarrollo, en la consecución de los ODS”. 

 



 Con respecto a la Comisión Internacional del Álamo y Otros Árboles de Crecimiento Rápido que Sustentan a la 

Población y al Medio Ambiente (CIA), se destacan las enmiendas en su Convención que comprenden la 
ampliación del ámbito original de competencias de la CIA, centrado exclusivamente en los álamos y los sauces, 

para que abarque a todos los árboles de crecimiento rápido que sustentan a la población y el medio ambiente. La 

Argentina apoya y promueve esta reforma y se solicita alentar a su Comité Ejecutivo y a la FAO a proseguir la 

labor con miras a convertir a la CIA en un instrumento eficaz a la luz de la ampliación de su alcance.  
 Con respecto al Grupo de Trabajo sobre Bosques y los Sistemas Agrosilvopastoriles de Tierras Secas, por la 

importancia que los sistemas agrosilvopastoriles tienen para la producción sustentable se solicita que se alienten 

y promuevan las medidas en pos de fortalecer el trabajo del mismo. 
 

Indonesia (26 

September) 

 

 Indonesia welcomes and appreciate the preparation of Document COFO/2020/8.3/Rev.1 on the Dialogue with 

Statutory Bodies in Forestry as a comprehensive yet concise document.  

 On the relation with the RFCs, Indonesia proposes that it be in both top-down as suggested in Points for 

Consideration 4.a, but also bottom up by adding “…. Regional bodies, and inviting ideas and inputs on such issues.”  

This is indeed already the common practice now. 

 Regarding the Advisory Committee on Sustainable Forest-based Industries (ACFSI), Indonesia appreciates the 

committee in welcoming Dr Indroyono Soesilo, the Chairman of Association of Indonesian Forest Concessionaires 

(APHI), as the new member of the committee, in its 60th session, held in Vancouver, Canada on 7 May 2019. 

 We also feel that the work of ASCFI needs to be shared with the Committee on Forestry, and so we suggest 

additional point for consideration which reads “Encourage ACSFI with the support of the Secretariat to organize 

events during COFO Sessions to share and consult on its works.” 

Turkey (27 

September) 

 

 The process should be discussed about where and when the 7th Mediterranean Forests Week, which was planned to 

be held in Tunisia but was canceled due to the withdrawal of Tunisia. The document also mentions the training 

center in partnership with Mountain, and this training center can be made available to the experts of the mountain 

partnership online and, if possible, free of charge. 

European Union (28 

September) 

 

 I am honoured to speak on behalf of the European Union and its 27 Member States.  

 We welcome the information provided in document COFO/2020/8.3 and the valuable work presented by the various 

statutory bodies in forestry. We invite FAO to explore further options for even better linking the work of these 

groups to the work of the Forestry Division and other policy areas with relevance for forestry, in order to increase 

their relevance and efficiency and to create synergies and enhance participation.  



 Notably, we welcome with appreciation the work of the newly established Working Group on Dryland Forests and 

Agro-silvo-pastoral Systems and approve the revised rules of procedure as presented.  

 We wish to stress the importance to give FAO forestry regional bodies and regional stakeholders a more policy-

relevant role at the FAO regional conferences in order to gain the full wealth of available information at local and 

regional level for the work on forestry.  

 We underline the special role of the private sector in forestry and invite therefore FAO to support this sector 

especially in capacity building for sustainable production, consumption and trade in forest products. The new FAO 

strategy on private sector partnerships should take this into account. 

 

Peru (28 September) COMITÉ CFFSA/CFE/CFCO SOBRE CUESTIONES FORESTALES DEL MEDITERRÁNEO “SILVA 

MEDITERRANEA 

  
Numeral 2 
 Sobre las actividades de restauración de las tierras degradadas en el marco del proyecto “El Acuerdo de París en 

acción: ampliar la restauración de bosques y paisajes para lograr las contribuciones determinadas a nivel nacional” 

  
o ¿Para la ejecución de las actividades de restauración se considera actividades de reforestación y agroforesteria 

con pequeños, mediano y grandes productores? 
o ¿Para la ejecución de las actividades de restauración, se considerará la condición legal de ocupación de las 

tierras? 
 
LA COMISIÓN INTERNACIONAL DEL ÁLAMO Y OTROS ÁRBOLES DE CRECIMIENTO RÁPIDO QUE 

SUSTENTAN A LA POBLACIÓN Y AL MEDIO AMBIENTE (CIA) 
 

Numeral 2 
 El fomento de la gestión sostenible de los árboles de crecimiento rápido en todo el mundo ¿considerará la condición 

legal de ocupación de las tierras donde se impulsará dicho fomento? Y ¿bajo qué actividades de implementará? ¿Se 

ha previsto fomentar especies nativas y/o exóticas? 

  
GRUPO DE TRABAJO SOBRE LOS BOSQUES Y LOS SISTEMAS AGROSILVOPASTORILES DE TIERRAS 

SECAS 
  
Numeral 5 



 En el levantamiento de información para la evaluación mundial de las tierras secas con vistas a mejorar la forma de 

establecer las prioridades entre las inversiones necesarias para la restauración y ordenación de tierras secas; ¿se 

consideró información sobre la condición legal de la ocupación de la tierra que hayan sido evaluadas? 

 

Mexico (1 October)  México apoya las recomendaciones sugeridas en el documento COFO/2020/8.3 al Comité Forestal. 

 


