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Member Name Comments 

Switzerland (25 

September) 
Swiss Intervention 

 Switzerland thanks the Secretariat for document COFO/2020/9.2 containing the Draft Vision and Strategy for 

FAO’s work in nutrition. The Document is very comprehensive and recognizes the crucial role of nutrition for 

sustainable food systems.  

 We also note that the document focuses on healthy diets. This is very important, in particular for individuals. 

But it is not enough in the face of todays’ challenges humanity is confronted with. Diets need to be healthy for 

the individual, the society and for the planet. We propose therefore to refer to “sustainable and healthy diets” 

throughout the document. 

 In addition, concerning the description of terms starting on page 10, food safety is missing. Food safety is a 

prerequisite for nutrition. Otherwise, the consumption of contaminated food will lead to food-borne diseases, 

which will negatively affect the consumer's health. Unsafe food is no food. We are therefore of the view that 

food safety should be explicitly included in the “Draft Vision and Strategy for FAO’s Work in Nutrition” with 

the relevant definition from the Codex Alimentarius: “Food safety is the assurance that food will not cause 

harm to the consumer when it is prepared and/or eaten according to its intended use.” Codex General 

Principles of Food Hygiene CAC/RCP 1-1969.   

 Finally, we would like to share two specific suggestion for the text of the draft Vision and Strategy: 

 In Para 1, SDG 12 (sustainable production and consumption) should be added  

 In Paragraph 2, we would like to add a reference to safe food in the second sentence: One immediate 

determinant of nutritional status is diet. While numerous other factors are critical determinants of 

nutritional status, such as safe food, good health, clean water, sanitation, education, and women’s 

empowerment; healthy diets are the cornerstone of good nutrition for today and for future generations.  

 

USA (25 

September) 
 The United States takes note of the nutrition strategy as a continuation of FAO’s efforts to end malnutrition in 

all its forms.  



 The United States is pleased to see that the Nutrition Strategy emphasizes the importance of an integrated, multi-

stakeholder approach that includes the private sector in addressing the complex challenges of malnutrition.   

 We also believe that it is important that the nutrition strategy take into account national circumstances and adapt 

to fit the local context.  We therefore think that the inclusion of an implementation plan that is adapted to 

country and ultimately local levels will be an important part of FAO’s efforts. 

 We feel that adapting the nutrition strategy to local circumstances will be especially key as the forestry sector 

differs from other sectors in important ways.  For example, the forestry sector is marked by especially long 

timelines, spanning decades, making sustainability and conservation especially important.   

 We are equally pleased to see the emphasis the nutrition strategy places on data and how that is incorporated 

into the activities and the outcomes. Data is critical to the identification and pursuit of comprehensive, cost-

effective, evidence-based policies.   

 We also agree with FAO on the importance of innovation.  However, this principle did not seem to be as well 

incorporated into the list of activities in the Nutrition Strategy as other principles.  We would like to hear more 

about how FAO sees innovation fitting with the fifteen identified activities as well as the role that innovation 

could play in the implementation plan.  

Argentina (26 

September) 
 Con referencia al documento presentado por la FAO en el presente punto de agenda, la Argentina quisiera 

referirse al apartado D: Visión y Misión: párrafo 15. Respecto de la referencia a “dietas saludables”, se destaca 

que no existe una única composición de dieta saludable. Al respecto, es importante tomar en consideración los 

factores geográficos y demográficos que influyen en los patrones dietarios que adopta una determinada 

población.  

 La transformación de los sistemas alimentarios no debería desconocer esta diversidad, ni pretender catalizar 
esfuerzos hacia la homogeneización de los patrones productivos. Cada sistema alimentario enfrenta desatios y 

retos que le son propios, por lo que no necesariamente todos ellos deben atravesar una fase de transformación.  

 Por lo tanto, se sugiere que el párrafo 15 lea de siguiente forma (agregado en negrita): “La visión de la FAO en 

materia de nutrición consiste en un mundo en el que todas las personas lleven una dieta saludable, en función 

del contexto geográfico, demográfico, social y cultural correspondiente a su grupo poblacional, basada en 

sistemas alimentarios sostenibles que protejan su salud y bienestar y sean resilientes a las perturbaciones.” 

Indonesia (26 

September) 

 

 We appreciate reports on the Vision and Strategy for FAO’s work in Nutrition that was developed in response to 

recommendations of FAO’s Council in 2019.  

 Indonesia supports the draft Vision and Strategy for FAO’s Work in Nutrition. 
 

Brazil (26 

September) 

 

 Brazil notes with satisfaction the central role that diets play within the Draft Vision and Strategy and the attentive 

regard to the multiple dimensions that constitute a “healthy diet”- which go beyond the mere biological intake of 

nutrients, encompassing the social, cultural and geographical aspects of eating. 



 In this sense, we welcome the comprehensive and detailed definition of “healthy diets” brought by this version of 

the document. 

 We view that the key to advance in nutrition is the development of more “sustainable food systems for healthy 

diets” and thus note with satisfaction that this is also the spirit of the Vision and Strategy for FAO´s work in 

nutrition outline by the document. 

 

Brazil would like to submit the following punctual suggestions and request for clarification: 

 In the scope of the Strategy, paragraph 10, we believe the following changes would improve clarity: “The Strategy 

GUIDES FAO's work to INCREASE ITS CONTRIBUTION to improve nutrition FOR ALL, recognizing the 

central role of nutrition for the SDGs”; 

 In the header of outcome 5, in paragraph 23 (“Outcome 5. Building internal capacity for delivery. All relevant 

personnel in FAO understand, and appreciate their role in, and have the capacity to contribute to ensuring food 

systems enable healthy diets including in emergency preparedness and resilience building.”), we propose deleting 

the words “, and appreciate ”; 

 Regarding the implementation plan that should complement the Strategy, we would like to request 

clarification on the steps and timeline for its development and approval. We believe that such process 

should be inclusive and transparent, providing for broad participation of FAO Members. Information on 

that matter should be included in the text of the Strategy. 

European Union (28 

September) 

 

 I am honored to speak on behalf of the European Union and its 27 Member States.  

 We take positively note of the Vision and Strategy for FAO’s work in Nutrition and support the work done so 

far in this field of those policy actions.  

 We noted the relevant role of forests in nutrition providing food and food preparation as referred to under 

Agenda Item 9.1. The Committee on World Food Security has already recognized in 2017 the important role of 

sustainable forestry for food security and nutrition. This important role should be promoted through improved 

policy coordination within the diverse policies aimed at enhancing forest ecosystem services.  

 We note that the provision of nutrition from forests also provides additional jobs and income, especially in rural 

areas, ensuring livelihoods, while also increasing the value of forests and the need for their sustainable forest 

management. Overall, we share the vision of sustainable forestry as an important sector to improve resilience to 

the problems of food shortage.  

 In several EU Member States the nutrition role of forests benefits from an enhanced attention by consumers on 

natural, wild, organic products and products based on local value chains and those coming from mountain, 



remote and protected areas. These trends should also be supported at global level as well as the demand for 

foraging, the development of traditional and new agroforestry systems.  

 Special attention should be paid to improve coordination of policies on forests for food and food quality, 

providing adequate attention to quality assurance of health and nutrition of forest products.  

 We underline, that the EU is leading at international level initiatives towards reducing the role of so-called 

embedded deforestation and forest degradation, as stated in our statement on Agenda Item 7.1.  

 The enhancement of the nutrition role of forests and agroforestry systems can be proper alternatives to the 

conversion of forests to farmland and pastures, always highlighting the need for sustainability of all land 

management, including wildlife hunting and plant gathering in forest ecosystems, especially of endangered 

species.  

 In this context, we emphasize the role that forests can play in supplying food resources and maintaining the 

value of the natural capital and a constant flow of regulating services.  

 To conclude, the EU and its Member States underline, that improving the nutritional services of forests should 

be understood and promoted not only as a component of a strategy to reduce malnutrition and food shortage, but 

also as a way to improve the quality of human diets and, at the same time, contributing to income generation of 

forest owners and local people. 
 

Peru Numeral 12 
 Dado que, en el ítem del resumen del documento, se señala que “Los bosques y los árboles contribuyen de 

formas diversas a mejorar la alimentación humana y reducir la malnutrición”, ¿en qué punto del documento se 

evidencia el mayor énfasis de la actividad forestal?. ¿Se va a considerar el propicio de sistemas agroforestales 

como parte de las actividades forestales a implementar? 

 Los sectores mencionados en el documento (de producción agrícola y ganadera, actividad forestal, pesca y 

acuicultura) ¿corresponden “sectores agrícolas” o al “sector agrario”? 

  
Numeral 16 

 Para hacer realidad la visión y misión, ¿se considera la inclusión de los productores (pequeño, medianos y 

grandes) y asociaciones de éstos? 
 

 


