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The FAO has been tremendously supportive of the de-
velopment of the agriculture sector in Jamaica and the 
wider LAC region. Jamaica has enjoyed the meaningful 
partnership with this organization and the continuous 
benefits gained through various interventions and tech-
nical assistance. Finally, we anticipate our continued col-
laboration in addressing and achieving future priorities 
and SDG’s.

 LARC/20/2

Transforming food systems for healthy diets for all

Jamaica citizens, like many in Latin America and the Ca-
ribbean countries suffer from varying levels of non-com-
municable diseases due primarily to poor dietary prac-
tices. This initiative by the FAO to “Transforming food 
systems for healthy diets for all” is therefore welcome. 
The paper outlines the challenges as they relate to 
healthy eating in the LAC, then proposes food policies to 
reduce malnutrition by inter alia enacting the following 
measures:

• Increasing the production of food in an efficient and 
sustainable manner to contribute to healthy diets;

• Facilitating inclusive food distribution systems that pro-
mote healthy diets for the entire
population;

• Identify and evaluate trade policy measures to contri-
bute to healthier diets;

• Promoting food safety and quality for all;

The paper also addressed the facilitation of economic 
access, access to information and better eating habits to 
promote healthy diets, as well as Cross-cutting elements 
for the transformation of food systems. The objectives of 
the paper are significantly aligned with the relevant as-
pects of Jamaica’s Vision 2030 Development Plan. The 
Ministry of Agriculture and Fisheries and by extensión 
Jamaica can therefore fully endorse and Support the 
contents of this paper.

 LARC/20/3

Hand-in-Hand towards prosperous and inclusive rural so-
cieties

This is a new initiative which was launched in October 
of last year; the Hand-in-Hand initiative (HIHI), seeks to 
proactively bring together beneficiary countries with do-
nors, private sector organizations, international financial 
institutions (IFIs), research institutions, and civil society 
organizations to mobilize means of implementation that 
Support accelerated action. Base on the selection cri-
teria developed by the FAO, 44 priority countries were 
chosen to receive benefits under this initiative; it is of 
note that of the 44 countries only Haiti was from LAC. 
The selection criteria developed are such that the coun-
tries developed are skewed toward those in Africa and 
the middle east; it therefore begs the question as to how 
countries such as Jamaica, which is a Small Island Deve-
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loping State (SID) can benefit from this initiative. Every 
effort should be afforded SIDs to benefit under this initia-
tive, particularly during this period of the global COVID-19 
pandemic.

 LARC/20/4

Sustainable and climate resilient agriculture

Climate Change is an existential threat to humankind all 
over the world. The agricultural sector which is absolu-
tely critical for food and livelihood security is particu-
larly vulnerable to the impact of climate change, which 
causes increases in intensity and frequency of extreme 
weather events. The irony is that agriculture is also a si-
gnificant contributor to climate change. This paper “Sus-
tainable and climate resilient agriculture” is particularly 
important and timely as it clearly outline measures that 
countries within LAC can use to mitigate the impact of 
climate change. The paper discuss and recommend 
measures to:

• Improve soil health and restore land;

• Promote water conservation, efficient water use and 
water scarcity Management;

• Integrate biodiversity into agricultural production and 
protect ecosystems;

• Sustainable forest Management;

• Reduce GHG emissions; and

• Promoting Blue Growth

All of the above are in limited ways being practiced in Ja-
maica, as it is well recognized that the practice of climate 
resilent agriculture is not an option but is absolutely ne-

cessary for survival. Jamaica’s Ministry of Agriculture 
and Fisheries’, through various Technical Cooperation 
Programmes (TCP) has over the years received support 
from the FAO to implement a number of climate change 
related projects; these projects are usually implemented 
by the Rural Agricultural Development Authority (RADA), 
the Ministry’s extension agency.

 LARC/20/5

Results and priorities for FAO in the Latin America and the 
Caribbean Region

This paper recognizes the work of FAO during the period 
2018 – 2019 and endorses the reformulation of the Re-
gional Initiatives for the 2020-2021 biennium. The paper 
highlight the invaluable contribution that the FAO makes 
to the LAC Region. It is interesting to note that the Regio-
nal initiatives that are being proposed to be adapted for 
the 2020 – 2021 period are intrinsically linked to and are 
in fact a fine- tuning of those for the 2018 – 2109 period. 
As such RI 1 in 2018 -2019 i.e. “Hunger-free Latin Ameri-
ca and the Caribbean” will become “Transforming Food 
systems for healthy diets for all” in the 2020 – 2021 pe-
riod. Likewise for RI 2 in 2018-2019, “Family farming and 
inclusive food systems for sustainable rural development”  
become “Hand in Hand towards prosperous and inclusive 
rural societies” in the 2020-2021 period; and finally, for RI 
3 in 2018-2019, “Sustainable use of natural resources, cli-
mate change adaptation and disaster risk management”, 
will become “Sustainable and Climate-Resilient Agricul-
ture” in 2020-2021. The proposed Regional Initiatives are 
comprehensively addressed in separate papers to be pre-
sented at this Conference. 

The paper also addresses priority areas of work for the 
FAO for the 2020-2021 periods and beyond, which will 
be based on the three priority areas outlined above. It is 
heartening to note that under RI 1, the FAO will promote 
evidence-based nutrition policies and programmes to 
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tackle obesity and other forms of malnutrition for Carib-
bean SIDS; while in RI 2, HIHI will be the key instrument 
for supporting Members and offer a framework for stren-
gthening support to SIDS especially regarding strategies 
for employment, emphasizing women and youth. 

 LARC/20/8

Improving FAO’s capacities to serve member countries in 
Latin America and the Caribbean

The FAO recognizes that the business model it has adop-
ted over the last 40 years needs adjustment to become 
a more efficient and effective organization. So as to be 
consistent with the ambitions of the sustainable deve-
lopment goals (SDGs) and its targets, the FAO has pro-
posed that seven main improvements should be imple-
mented starting 2020-2021.

The FAO’s proposed new business will encompass the 
following:

• Adopt a programmatic approach, integrating policy, 
normative, technical, operational
and investment support;
 
• This measure is intended to accelerate the organiza-
tion’s move from a prevalently single-project base ap-
proach to a programmatic approach that encompass 
policy, investment and normative work as well as opera-
tional assistance.
 
• Strengthen the operational and fiduciary capacities of 
Regional, Subregional and
Country Offices:
 
• This initiative will reduce the dependency on centra-
lized decision making this, thus reducing delays in FAO’s 
response countrys’ request and project implementation.
 
• Build thematic technical networks of excellence: 

• Technical networks of excellence will be established 
bringing togather a multidicciplinary team to address 
specific programatic issues in a comprehensive man-
ner. The current model of multidisciplinary team used 
for backstopping a multitude of projects will be disconti-
nued.
 
• Recognize the centrality of partnerships:
 
• The FAO in this new dispensation will engage Public-pri-
vate, public-public and private-private partnerships are 
necessary to address many of the complex issues faced 
by rural societies, food systems and the agricultural sec-
tor.
 
• Develop effective monitoring, evaluation and knowledge 
Management:
 
• FAO intends to pay greater attention to project quality 
which includes technical soundness according to de-
manding international standards and member countries 
priorities.
 
• Increase resource mobilization:
 
• FAO intends to sustain a vigorous resource mobilization 
strategy in the region in order to be able to attend to the 
needs and growing requirements of member countries.
 
• Strengthen governance:
All of the above are measures which Jamaica’s Ministry 
of Agriculture and Fisheries’ fully supports.

 LARC/20/9

Innovation and Digital Agriculture

The focus areas for the FAO’s work on innovation in the 
region are transforming food systems for healthy diets for 
all, hand-in-hand towards prosperous and inclusive rural 
societies, sustainable and climate resilient agriculture 
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and institutional innovations. These are the three RI on 
which FAO will focus for the 2020-2021 period. FAO’s  key 
strategic areas aimed at promoting innovation in the re-
gion is to improve food, nutrition and health, climate resi-
lience, agroecosystems and landscape management and 
also productivity of farm and non-farm employments. 
Innovation and Digital Agriculture is an area of strategic 
importance for Jamaica’s agricultural sector; with FAO’s 
support we hope to build on the gains that have so far 
been made in this very important area.

 LARC/20/10

COVID-19 update and adjustments to FAO’s regional priori-
ties to address impact on food security and nutrition, and 
food systems

The Paper outlines and highlights the response of the FAO 
to the impact of COVID 19 on member countrys in LAC. In 
developing its global response and recovery programme 
the FAO had to revise its regional programme, resulting in 
an update of its Regional Initiatives (RI). Guided by the up-
dated RIs the paper discussed the policies and stratrgies 
the FAO employed to mitigate the impact of the COVID 
19 pandemic. The assistance provided to member coun-
tries within the LAC to date was presented. In the case 
of Jamaica, through the UN Secretary General’s COVID-19 
Response and Recovery Multi-Partner Trust Fund, UN Ja-
maica is working on specific interventions to reduce the 
social impact and promote the economic response to CO-
VID-19. Specifically, FAO and UNICEF Jamaica are colla-
borating on Safeguarding and Protecting the Most Vulne-
rable: Enhancing Jamaica’s Shock Responsive Social.

Protection Mechanisms in Support of Vulnerable Groups 
including Children. FAO will focus on supporting local 
agricultural supply chains, placing emphasis on female 
farmers, heads of households, through purchase of their 
produce to include in social relief food care packages 
distributed to vulnerable families.  
Given the foregoing Jamaica therefore endorse the 

adjusted emphases proposed to support Members in 
their efforts to recover from the socio-cultural, eco-
nomic and environmental impacts of the pandemic, 
while continuing to pursue the agenda outlined in the 
regional priority documents submitted to the Regional 
Conference.


