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1. I welcome this great opportunity to address you, as the Haitian Prime Minister, at this opening 

session of the 36th FAO Regional Conference. This Conference is taking place in the specific context 

of the COVID-19 crisis, which has already had a significant socioeconomic impact on many countries. 

Before the pandemic, 67.5 million people in the region were living in extreme poverty and 

undoubtedly suffering from hunger. The Economic Commission for Latin America and the Caribbean 

expects that the number of people in the region living in extreme poverty may reach 96.2 million – an 

increase of 28.5 million people.  

2. In Haiti, the devastating effects of COVID-19 are adding to the socioeconomic problems that 

have beset the country since 2018. According to the National Food Security Coordination body 

(CNSA), 47 percent of the Haitian population experience food and nutrition crises. As we move 

towards the post-COVID recovery, FAO must develop new approaches and strategies, enabling 

countries be far more resilient and better able to respond to such crises.  

3. FAO must always listen to states and ensure that its interventions are aligned with national 

policies and strategies. As a matter of principle, states must continue to be key partners of FAO. 

Institutional support and support for public policies must be increased. To be effective, this support 

will require additional resources to be made available at a regional level through the Technical 

Cooperation Programme, so that these resources can be deployed in a way that reflects the growing 

needs of states.  

4. In Haiti, FAO has assisted the Government, under the leadership of the President of the 

Republic, His Excellency Mr Jovenel Moïse, in the development of:  

 

                                                      
1 Rescheduled from 27-29 April 2020, Managua (Nicaragua). 

 

 

NE148/e 



6  

 

 the seed policy and the draft seed bill;  

 the school meals policy; 

 the national policy and strategies on sovereignty, food security and nutrition;  

 the National Adaptation Plan for climate change.  

5. Together with the Parliamentary Front against Hunger in Haiti, FAO has contributed to the 

preparation of the draft law on school feeding. Furthermore, we have relied on assistance from FAO 

in: 

 

 the regulation and use of pesticides; 

 the development of aquaculture and improved use of hillside catchment lakes; 

 the development of an effective early warning system to forecast storms, and crop pests 

and diseases; 

 the development of a mechanism for climate change resilience; 

 effective water management to improve adaptation to climate change; 

 disaster reduction, with a particular focus on the impact of floods and droughts.  

6. There is a need to develop strategies for family and urban farming to reflect the migration of 

the population. Cultivation under glass should be encouraged in order to increase cropping intensity 

and respond to climate change. Strengthening biofortification, through the intensive farming of crops 

such as sweet potatoes, yams and pulses, could help to increase food and nutrition security.  

7. FAO expertise is required to set up an agricultural insurance scheme and departmental 

emergency funds for agricultural recapitalization and adaptation. This would facilitate a sustainable 

transition, supporting the adaptability and resilience of the agricultural sector.  

8. It is crucial that FAO should lend its support to those existing strategies and mechanisms that 

promote the inclusion of biodiversity in strategies, plans, programmes and policies aimed at 

sustainable agriculture based on agro-ecological principles. Further investment should be encouraged 

in natural ecosystems and iconic landscapes in order to reduce climate and disaster risks.  

9. The current pandemic could serve as an opportunity to invest more in the deployment of 

digital technologies. It will be especially important to support the training of young people in this area, 

so that innovation in digital agriculture can be disseminated among Haitian farmers alongside other 

skill areas.  

10. Many lessons have already been learned from the current crisis, following the closure of 

borders. Now is the time to support and maintain national food systems. This means encouraging 

investment in the agricultural sector and strengthening the capacity of farmers, small and medium-

sized enterprises, and civil society organizations to produce and supply food that is healthy, diverse, 

affordable and culturally appropriate.  

11. In conclusion, I am confident that our discussions over these three days we will help us to 

reach a regional consensus on how FAO should support countries in the region to strengthen their 

agricultural sectors and to augment the quantity and quality of food, so they can guarantee food and 

nutrition security to their people through the better management of available resources.  

Thank you. 


