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PREPARATION OF THIS DOCUMENT

This is the final version of the report as approved by the tenth session of the Regional Commission for
Fisheries (RECOFT), which was held in Rome, Italy, from 9 to 11 July 2019. The report was prepared
by the RECOFI Secretariat. The material in the appendixes is reproduced as submitted.

ABSTRACT

This document contains the report of the Tenth Session of the Regional Commission for Fisheries
(RECOFI) held in Rome, Italy, from 9 to 11 July 2019. The session was attended by 15 delegates from
seven members of the Commission, namely Kingdom of Bahrain, Republic of Iraq, State of Kuwait,
Sultanate of Oman, State of Qatar, Kingdom of Saudi Arabia and United Arab Emirates), and one inter-
governmental invited organization. The Commission emphasized that both the budget and level of
activities must be increased in order to act as a fully functional RFMO. RECOFI members recognized
the importance of the Sustainable Development Goals and the need to collect data regarding SDG 14,
which will assist in the sustainable management of fisheries resources and the economic benefit of the
fisheries sector. The Commission commended the WGA and WGFM on the activities undertaken in the
intersessional period and noted the outcomes of these activities. RECOFI acknowledged the value in
cooperation between RECOFI and ROPME and the important role that the signed MoU will play in the
cooperation between them. The Commission acknowledged also the efforts of the WGFM at its eleventh
meeting to identify priority areas for cooperation and agreed that the promotion of ecosystem-based
fisheries and aquaculture management including the Ecosystem Approach to Fisheries and Aquaculture
and the joint organization of seminars, workshops and technical training in the fields of mutual interest
are good starting points, with further priorities to be agreed upon at a later stage. The Commission agreed
upon a RECOFI-wide annual closed season for Kingfish to take place from 15 August to 15 October
2019 to ensure that it will be during the same period for all countries and for all the fishing gears except
hook and line exploiting the stock. The Commission enforced a two-year programme of work for 2019—
2020 intersessional period.
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OPENING OF THE MEETING

1. The Tenth Session of the Regional Commission for Fisheries (RECOFI) was held in Rome,
Italy, from 9 to 11 July 2019. The session was attended by 15 delegates from seven Members of the
Commission, (Kingdom of Bahrain, Republic of Iraq, State of Kuwait, Sultanate of Oman, State of
Qatar, Kingdom of Saudi Arabia and United Arab Emirates), and one inter-governmental organization.
(United Nations Environment, Regional Organization for the protection of the Marine Environment
ROPME). The list of participants is attached as Appendix 2.

2. Mr Arni Mathiesen, Assistant Director General of FAO Fisheries and Aquaculture Department,
opened the Session. He welcomed the participants to this tenth session, noting the important 18 year
history and mission of RECOFI; highlighting the important role of RECOFI, and expressing concern
that only two binding recommendations had been adopted in that timeframe. Mr Mathiesen wished the
delegates a fruitful three days and a successful meeting. The opening statement is attached in Appendix
3.

3. Mr Ahmed Al-Mazrouai, Senior Fishery Officer and RECOFI Secretary welcomed the
participants to the tenth Session of Regional Commission of Fisheries in Food and Agriculture
Organization of the United Nation headquarter in Rome and wished the member country delegates a
successful session. The opening statement is attached in Appendix 4.

4. Mr Mohammed Ghalib, Head of Aquaculture, Public Authority of Agricultural Affairs and Fish
Resources, State of Kuwait, on behalf of the outgoing Chairperson of the ninth session of RECOFI
(9—-11 May 2017, Kuwait, State of Kuwait), Mr Yousef Khalifa Al-Najem, Deputy Director-General for
Fish Resources, Public Authority of Agriculture and Fish Resources, State of Kuwait, welcomed the
participants and invited the delegates to adopt the provisional agenda..

ADOPTION OF THE AGENDA AND ARRANGEMENTS FOR THE SESSION

5. The agenda, attached as Appendix 1, was adopted with the addition of presentation (on the
Questionnaire for Monitoring the Code of Conduct for Responsible Fisheries and related instruments -
CCRF) in day two. The Secretary also made announcement of two side events: (1) FAO Port State
Measures Agreement-PSMA- in the first day; (2) FAO’s approach to Science-Based Evidence for
Monitoring Capture Fishery Sector- in the second day. The list of documents for the Session is attached
as Appendix 5.

ELECTION OF CHAIR AND VICE-CHAIRPERSONS

6. The Commission unanimously elected Mr Ali Alshaikhi, Director-General, Directorate of Fish
Resources, Ministry of Environment, Water and Agriculture, Kingdom of Saudi Arabia as Chairperson,
Mr Dawood Al Yahyai, Director of Aquaculture Development, Ministry of Agriculture and Fisheries,
Oman as first vice-chairperson and Mr Abdulaziz Al-Dehaimi, Director of Fish Wealth Department,
Ministry of Municipality and Environment, Qatar as second vice-chairperson.

REPORT ON THE FINANCIAL AND ADMINISTRATIVE AFFAIRS OF THE COMMISSION
FOR THE INTERSESSIONAL PERIOD 2017-2019

7. The RECOFI Secretary, introduced document RECOF1/X/2019/2. The Commission was also
informed with the change in the Secretariat as Mr Al-Mazrouai assigned to act as Secretary of the
Commission in 20 May 2019. The Commission and the Secretary expressed their appreciation to
Mr Haydar Fesroy, Senior Fishery Officer and former Secretary of RECOFI for his good work and
efforts in the Commission from 2016 to 2019. The Secretary then informed the Commission with the



administrative 2018—19 intersessional period of activities. He also detailed the financial status of the
Commission and the highlighted the Commission responsibilities in the next period.

8. The Commission acknowledged the work undertaken by the RECOFI Secretariat during the
intersessional period including the timely preparation of the Working Documents of the Session.

9. The RECOFT Secretary stressed that the amount in arrears has reached its peak level and urged
countries to settle them as soon as possible. A printed copy of the FAO official arrears letters, drawing
attention to the contributions, balance and outstanding arrears was distributed to member countries. The
Secretariat drew the attention of the Commission to the status of the arrears of RECOFI members. The
Commission noted that, for some RECOFI Members, the amount of arrears was equal to or exceeded
the amount of contributions due for the two preceding calendar years and referred to Article 9 of the
RECOFI Agreement. However, the Commission was satisfied that failure to pay by the RECOFI
Members in attendance was due to conditions beyond the control of those Members. All present
RECOFI Members took note and agreed to settle the arrears as soon as possible.

10. The Commission emphasized that both the budget and level of activities must be increased in
order to act as a fully functional RFMO. The Commission noted that the letter requesting a revision in
budget, along with the RECOFI Review was not circulated, as requested at the Ninth Session of
RECOFI, and asked the Secretariat for clarification. The Commission requested this letter and the
RECOFTI Review be officially communicated to the relevant Ministers of RECOFI Members without
further delay.

MAIN DECISIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS FROM COFI 33, FAO REGIONAL
CONFERENCE FOR THE NEAR EAST AND NORTH AFRICA (NERC34) AND RECOFI 9

11. The Commission took note of the decisions and recommendations of the: 33rd Session of FAO
Committee on Fisheries, held in Rome, Italy, 9-13 July 2018; the 34th Session of FAO Regional
Conference for the Near East and North Africa, held in Rome, Italy, 22-29 June 2019; and the 9th
Session of RECOFI, held in Kuwait City, State of Kuwait, 9-11 May 2017.

12. The Commission considered the importance of increasing the follow-up on the main decision
of COFI and the recommendation of NERC in the RECOFT region and the adherence of RECOFI
Member States in this International and regional fora.

13. RECOFI members recognized the importance of the Sustainable Development Goals and the
need to collect data regarding SDG 14, which will assist in the sustainable management of fisheries
resources and the economic benefit of the fisheries sector.

REPORT ON THE WORKING GROUP ON AQUACULTURE (WGA)

14. The Chairperson of the RECOFI Working Group on Aquaculture (WGA), Mr Dawood Al-
Yahyai, introduced the working document RECOFI/X/2019/3, highlighting key activities during the
intersessional period, notably the Regional Workshop on Building National Capacity for Cultured
Animal Disease Diagnostic in Relation to Bio-Security (Cairo, Egypt, 68 March 2018); the Eighth
meeting of the WGA (Kuwait City, State of Kuwait, 17-19 April 2018) as well as continued efforts on
marine spatial planning for the RECOFI Area; update of RECOFI Regional Aquaculture Information
System, and the initiative on the integration of current RECOF]I regional data set into RAIS.

15. The Commission commended the WGA on the activities undertaken in the intersessional period
and invited the WGA to continue these efforts, noting the importance of regional cooperation on
aquaculture and the need to continue to support these activities.



REPORT ON THE WORKING GROUP ON FISHERIES MANAGEMENT (WGFM)

16. Mr Yimin Ye, Branch Head, FIAF, introduced the working document RECOFI/X/2019/4.
During the inter-sessional period from May 2017, the Workshop on Regional Joint Assessment of
Kingfish (Scomberomorus commerson), (Muscat, Sultanate of Oman, 17-18 February 2019) was held
as well as the Eleventh meeting of the WGFM (Muscat, Sultanate of Oman, 19-21 February 2019).

17. The Commission commended the WGFM on the activities undertaken in the intersessional
period and noted the outcomes of these activities.

DRAFT RECOMMENDATION ON THE ASSESSMENT AND MANAGEMENT OF KINGFISH
STOCK IN THE RECOFI AREA

18. Mr Yimin Ye, Branch Head of FIAF, introduced the working document RECOFI/X/2019/5.
The Workshop on Regional Joint Assessment of Kingfish (Scomberomorus commerson) was held in
Muscat, Sultanate of Oman on 17-18 February 2019. It was attended by six participants from the
following RECOFI member countries: Iran (Islamic Republic of), Oman, Qatar and the United Arab
Emirates (UAE) in addition to the FAO Secretariat. It made a number of recommendations which were
presented to the WGFM.

19. The Commission discussed the WGFM recommendation for the establishment of a permanent
RECOFI Working Group on Stock Assessment under the WGFM in order to assess the Kingfish stock
on a regular basis, but decided that the Kingfish stock assessment tasks are within the responsibilities of
the WGFM.

20. The “Draft RECOFI Recommendation (RECOFI/X/2019/1) on the Assessment and
Management of Kingfish (Scomberomorus commerson) stocks in the RECOFI Area” was reviewed and
approved by the Commission (Appendix 6).

21. Seeing that there is already an annual closed season for kingfish fishery in some RECOFI
Member countries, the Commission agreed upon a RECOFI-wide annual closed season for Kingfish to
take place from the 15th of August to the 15th of October, to ensure that it will be during the same period
for all countries and for all the fishing gears, except hook and line, exploiting the stock.

COOPERATION BETWEEN RECOFI AND THE REGIONAL ORGANISATION FOR THE
PROTECTION OF THE MARINE ENVIRONMENT (ROPME)

22. The Secretary of RECOFI, introduced the working document RECOFI/X/2019/6, reporting on
the status of the Memorandum of Understanding between the Regional Organization for the Protection
of the Marine Environment (ROPME) and FAO (on behalf of RECOFI). Formulation of a Memorandum
of Understanding (MoU) between FAO/RECOFI and ROPME began in early 2016. The version of MoU
which was sent to FAO for clearance was submitted to the Ninth Session of RECOFI (2017) for
information. On 27 November 2018, the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations
(FAO) signed a Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) with ROPME. Mr Madhavapeddi N.V.
Subrahmanyam, ROPME Marine Scientist Expert presented an overview of the objectives and the
responsibilities of ROPME and highlighted the key areas of cooperation from their point of view.

23. The Commission acknowledged the value in cooperation between RECOFI and ROPME and
the important role that this MoU will play in that cooperation. It was noted that this is a good initiative
and priority.

24. The Commission acknowledged the efforts of the WGFM at its eleventh meeting to identify
priority areas for cooperation and agreed that the promotion of ecosystem-based fisheries and
aquaculture management including the Ecosystem Approach to Fisheries and Aquaculture and the joint



organization of seminars, workshops and technical training in the fields of mutual interest are good
starting points, with further priorities to be agreed upon at a later stage.

IMPLEMENTATION STATUS OF RECOFI RECOMMENDATIONS

25. Paula Anton, Fishery and Aquaculture Officer, presented the work of the RECOFI member
countries under the two binding Recommendations, both of which are related to data collection and
submission: i) Recommendation RECOF1/6/2011/1 on Minimum Data Reporting (MDR) in the
RECOFTI Area; and ii) Recommendation RECOF1/8/2015/1 Minimum Reporting on Aquaculture Data
and Information (MRADI).

Minimum data requirements: Capture fisheries

26. The Commission took note that regarding the 2018 round of data submission under the Capture
MDR only Iran (Islamic Republic of), Oman and Qatar submitted their data for 2017, Bahrain and Saudi
Arabia have previously submitted data but had not yet submitted data for 2017, and Kuwait and United
Arab Emirates were urged to submit their data. Almost all countries have proved their capacity reporting
for the MDR, however, the deficiency of data submission and required reporting constitute a significant
constraint towards the development of a regional database with harmonized and integrated data for the
effective formulation of regional fisheries management plans.

27. The Commission approved the RECOFI Secretariat proposal to organize a MDR / Regional
Database workshop in 2020, to strengthen the statistics and information capacity of the body, including
the following activities: (i) Review of the current status of MDR national submissions, including
discussion on current indicators and data available for submission; (ii) Joint improvement/development
of a standardized RECOFI MDR questionnaire and/or MDR data exchange format, to replace the
collection forms currently used by Member Countries, and to harmonize with other reporting
obligations; and (iii) discuss the timing of MDR data calls (for example to be aligned with FAO global
and regional capture submission deadlines).

28. The Session noted that the RECOFI Secretariat prepared a new modular and incremental
regional database proposal, being reviewed by Kuwait, with the main goal to ensure progress on the
development of the regional database. As part of the above workshop, the Commission agreed to include
the evaluation of the proposed functional pilot regional database.

29. The Commission endorsed the proposed geographic sub-divisions: FAO subarea 51.3 divided
into the divisions 51.3.1 — Oman Sea and 51.3.2 — Arabian Sea (South Western).

Socio-economics

30. The participants noted that no work has been done on socio-economics during this intersessional
period and decided to prioritize the MDR work, postponing all socio-economics efforts.

Minimum data requirements: Aquaculture

31. The Commission was informed on the need for RECOFI members to prioritize the national data
collection and reporting on production statistics before moving towards the collection of data on
production centers and markets. Participants noted that under MRADI not all RECOFI members were
able to submit 2017 reference year data to the RECOFI Secretariat before the agreed deadline (e.g.
1 June 2018) for data registration in the RAIS system, however, all data for the reference year 2017 has
been registered in the RAIS system as of July 2019, with the exception of Bahrain, Iran (Islamic
Republic of) and Saudi Arabia. The Commission urged the non-reporting countries to submit as soon as
possible the MRADI.



32. The participants also noted that the submission of data to FAO FI of national aquaculture for
2017 reference year were received during 2018 only from Iran (Islamic Republic of), Iraq, Oman and
Qatar. The meeting urged those non-reporting RECOFI members to resume the regular provision of
national aquaculture statistics to FAO to fulfil their commitment as FAO member states, as precondition
to further developments under Recommendation RECOF1/8/2015/1.

33. The RECOFI Secretariat stated that discrepancies exist at species and total level among
information reported under MRADI and the one submitted to FAO FI global statistics. There is a need
to adopt regionally harmonized statistical standards and to align with FAO’s global statistical standards
the aquaculture data collection, reporting and dissemination.

RECOFI stocks and fisheries inventories in FIRMS

34. The Commission was informed that complementary to MDR, the existing RECOFI-FIRMS
fisheries inventories contribute to the understanding of the structure of the exploitation of fishery
resources and of the management context. Fisheries inventories can contribute to the understanding of
the state of resources by describing profiles and trends of the exploitation of fishery resources and by
providing a knowledge backbone for management decisions. The Commission also acknowledged the
benefits of developing FIRMS Stocks inventory of regional relevance for the RECOFI region and
recommended the initiation of the process focusing on the Spanish mackerel and shrimps as priority
species.

35. The Commission approved the RECOFI Secretariat proposal to organize a hands-on capacity
building workshop on FIRMS in 2020, to update RECOFI-FIRMS national inventories on fisheries and
develop RECOFI inventory on Marine resources.

36. The Session was informed that the contributions to FIRMS do not entail costs others than in-
kind by national officers contributing information, punctual need for ad hoc capacity building workshop,
and the travel (yet non-mandatory) of the Regional focal point to the FIRMS Steering Committee
meeting about once every two years.

37. The RECOFTI Secretariat was requested to send the FIRMS data call again with the attached
national inventories to be able to develop and/or update their fisheries inventories and initiate the
development of the stocks inventories based on RECOFI priority species.

38. The Session adopted the RECOFI-FIRMS Regional Focal Point Terms of Reference and tasked
WGFM to nominate the appropriate FP (Appendix 7).

Role of RECOFI in enabling sustainable development goal (SDG) indicator 14.4.1

39. The session took note that FAO is the custodian agency of the SDG 14.4.1, the progress of
which will be measured and monitored through the SDG indicator 14.4.1 “Proportion of fish stocks
within biologically sustainable levels”. The RECOFI Secretariat informed participants that FAO is
developing an e-training course aimed at building capacities of its member countries and enable them
to report on this indicator.

40. The Commission tasked the WGFM to review the reference list of stocks for the SDG 14.4.1
reporting and to consider RECOFI’s possible involvement in the e-training course.

PROGRAMME OF WORK AND COMMISSION BUDGET FOR 2019-2020

41. The Secretary introduced the working document RECOFI/X/2019/8. The Commission
considered the activities for the biennium 2019-2021 proposed by the WGFM and the WGA, taking into
account the budgetary implications and possible sources of funding. It recognized that the
implementation of the work plans would depend on the timely deposit of annual contributions by



members, support by members in the organization of meetings and activities, data submission by
members, the settlement of arrears, the commitment by national experts to the work of the Commission,
and continued technical backstopping by FAO.

42. The FIRMS workshop will be held back to back with the Minimum Data Reporting regional
database workshop in Sep 2020 and the total budget for the two is USD 30 000; while the host of these
workshops should be decided through consultation between the RECOFI Secretary and RECOFI
members in lieu of a proposal to host at this meeting. The 12th session of WGFM will be held, back-to-
back with the Kingfish Workshop, in Feb 2021 with a budget of USD 40 000.

43. A Marine spatial planning workshop will be held 2019-2020 in Oman with a budget of
USD 25 000. The RAIS maintenance workshop is tentatively allocated USD 15 000. The Aquaculture
statistics workshop, which Kingdom of Saudi Arabia offered to host in 2020 (2nd priority) will be held
depending on the available budget.

44. The adopted Programme of Work of RECOFI for the Intersessional Period 2019-2021 is below
in Table 1:

Table 1. Adopted programme of work for 2019-2021

Activity Tentative | Location Duration Indicative | Priority
date (days) cost (USD)*
WGFM: Technical activities/Workshops
Regional joint assessment of kingfish Feb 2021 Oman 3 25000 I
stock
Minimum Data Reporting Regional Sept 2020 TBD* 2,5 15 000 2nd
Database workshop
Fostering dissemination of RECOFI- Sept 2020 2,5 15000 2nd
FIRMS fisheries and stocks status (back to back
workshop with above
workshop)
Regular biannual meeting
12 meeting of the WGFM Feb 2021 | Oman 2 15 000
BTB
WGA: Technical Activities/Workshops
Technical workshop on marine spatial | 2019-2020 | Oman 3 25000 18
planning, including consultancy
service for development of guidelines
for marine cage selection (joint
workshop)




Activity Tentative | Location Duration Indicative | Priority

date (days) cost (USD)*
Regional workshop on harmonized 2020 KSA 3 25000 2nd
RECOFT aquaculture data collection,
reporting and dissemination in line
with internationally established
standards
RAIS maintenance 15000

Regular biannual meeting
9 Meeting of WGA 2020 3 15 000
BTB
RECOFI: Regular biannual session
11" Session of RECOFI May 2021 TBD* 3 20 000
Grand budget 120 000

*RECOFI Secretariat will consult with countries.
ANY OTHER MATTERS

45. The Commission re-emphasized the importance of the National Focal Points (NFPs) of the
Commission, the WGFM and the WGA and requested the RECOFT Secretariat to send an official letter
to member countries including the Terms of Reference of the Commission, WGFM and WGA NFPs
and the actual list of NFPs to be updated.

Code of Conduct for Responsible Fisheries questionnaire

46. Mr Giuliano Carrara, Fishery Officer, presented the work of the Code of Conduct for
Responsible Fisheries questionnaire, stressing that a contact point in each country is essential and noting
that the response rate has been increasing since the development of a web-based application for
responding to the questionnaire went online in 2013. The outputs of the questionnaire have been used
and presented at COFI, and are also being used as indicators to assess the achievement of SDG Indicators
and Aichi Targets. RECOFI members committed to responding to the upcoming CCRF questionnaire
and will follow-up with their respective focal points to ensure that this is undertaken. Mr Carrara
emphasized that FAO is available to provide support as needed to member countries for the completion
and submission of this questionnaire.

DATE AND PLACE OF THE NEXT SESSION OF RECOFI

47. The commission confirmed that the eleventh session of RECOFI would be hosted by the
Kingdom of Saudi Arabia in May 2021.

ADOPTION OF THE REPORT

48. The report was adopted at 16.00 hours on Thursday 11 July 2019.



APPENDIX 1
Agenda
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09.30-12.30 Adoption of the Agenda (document: RECOFI/X/2019/1)
Election of Chair and Vice-Chairs
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the intersessional period 2017-2019 (document: RECOFI1/X/2019/2)
Main Decisions and Recommendations from COFI 33, FAO Regional
Conference for the Near East and North Africa (NERC34) and RECOFI 9
12.30-13.30 Lunch break
Afternoon Session Report on the Working Group on Aquaculture (WGA)
14.00-17.00 (document: RECOF1/X/2019/3)

Report on the Working Group on Fisheries Management (WGFM)
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Draft recommendation on the assessment and management of Kingfish
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Morning Session
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Presentation on the Questionnaire for Monitoring the Code of Conduct for
Responsible Fisheries and related instruments CCRF Presentation by
Giuliano Carrara
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Implementation Status of RECOFI Recommendations
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14.00-17.00

Programme of Work and Commission Budget for 2019-2020
(document: RECOFI/X/2019/8)

Programme of Work and Commission Budget for 2017-18
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Any Other Matters

Date and Place of the Next Session
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Morning Session
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Free Time

Afternoon Session

14.00-17.00

Adoption of the Session Report
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APPENDIX 3

Opening statement Mr Arni Mathiesen, Assistant Director General of FAO Fisheries
and Aquaculture Department
9 July, 2019
FAO Headquarters, Rome, Italy

Distinguished Representatives of the Regional Commission for Fisheries (RECOFI) Member
Countries

Ahmed Almazroui, Secretary of the RECOFI

Colleagues from FAO HQ and from the Regional Office in Cairo

Ladies and Gentlemen

Good morning to you all

On behalf of the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations, it is my pleasure to extend
a warm welcome to each and all of you on the opening of the 10th Session of the Regional Commission
for Fisheries (RECOFI). I would like to express my gratitude and sincere appreciation to the
representatives of member states as well as the partners and observers for their presence to participate
in this meeting in Rome despite your busy schedule.

Ladies and Gentlemen

More than eighteen years have passed since the agreement to establish the RECOFI came into force on
26 February 2001. I wish to recall that the main objective of RECOFI is to encourage and enhance
regional dialogue and cooperation to promote the development, conservation, rational management and
best utilisation of living marine resources, as well as the sustainable development of aquaculture. This
commission is a Fisheries Management body empowered to adopt and enforce binding measures and
recommendations. However, please allow me to note that, throughout the existence of the Commission,
only two recommendations were adopted. The Minimum Data Reporting on Fisheries, which was
adopted in the sixth Session of RECOFI in 2011, and the Minimum Reporting on Aquaculture, which
was adopted in the eighth Session of RECOFI in 2015. Taking into account the various sustainability
and environmental challenges the capture fisheries and aquaculture sector faces in the RECOFI region,
it is obvious that the Commission requires additional and increased support from its members to carry
on with its duties to level up regional capacity for the appraisal and management of common marine
resources for future generations. Achieving sustainability of fishery resources in the region will
inevitably require asserted efforts in terms of cooperation, support and strong engagement of Member
States. In this regard, I can ensure you that the Food and agriculture Organization of the United Nations
stands to continuously support the RECOFI efforts, but I should also emphasize that your efforts as
member states are essential.

Having said that, it is promising, that the RECOFT in this 10" Session is reviewing measures concerning
the management of Kingfish in the region. The Food and Agriculture Organization of the United
Nations (FAO) pays particular attention to supporting the establishment and implementation of
responsible policies and decision making towards sustainable fisheries and aquaculture sectors. This is
essential at national, regional and global levels. In this regard, and as you are all aware, the 2030 Agenda
is centered around sustainability through the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs). FAO is the
custodian UN Agency for 21 SDG indicators including 4 SDGs on target 14 (life below water).

Distinguished delegates, Ladies and Gentlemen

According to the SOFIA 2018, Global fish production peaked at about 171 million tonnes in 2016, with
aquaculture accounting for 47 percent. Global capture fisheries production was 90.9 million tonnes in
2016 with small decrease in comparison to the two previous years. Considering the continuous increase
in world population, and global per capita fish consumption increased to 20.3 kg in 2016 in comparison
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to 18.5 kg in 2011. The demand is also expanding due to the increased awareness of the health and
nutritional benefits of fish consumption. It is evident that it has become challenging to sustain the
resources and enhance the quality and values of the production. Meeting the growing demand to fill the
gap in global fish supply requires substantial efforts into fostering the sustainable development of
aquaculture production. In this respect, please allow me to inform you that at the request of Member
States, FAO is developing “Sustainable Aquaculture Guidelines”. An Expert Consultation was held at
FAO Headquarters 17-20 June this year.

This of course does not preclude the taking of all necessary measures to sustain the fisheries resources
and combating Illegal, Unreported and Unregulated fishing (IUU). These are the responsibilities and
obligations of the states within regional organizations. In this regards, I would like to draw your
attention to the Agreement on Port State Measures (PSMA) to prevent, Deter and Eliminate illegal,
Unreported and Unregulated Fishing which was approved by the FAO Conference at its thirty sixth
Session in Rome 2009 and entered into force on 5 June 2016. Currently there are 61 parties to the
agreement, including one member of the RECOFI. I would like to seize this opportunity to extend an
invitation to all Member States present here today to adhere to this important agreement.

Let me take this opportunity to announce two important events: (i) The International Symposium on
Fisheries Sustainability, 18-21 Nov 2019 in FAO Headquarters in Rome. The main objective of this
event will be to identify pathways to strengthen the sciences and policy interplay in fisheries production,
Management and trade based on solid sustainability policies for improved outcomes on the ground. (ii)
We will also Mark the 25™ year since the adoption of the Code of Conduct for Responsible Fisheries
which will be on the margin of 34™ of COFI 13-17 July 2020.

Distinguished delegates, Ladies and Gentlemen

Finally, let me again thank you for coming this long distance to participate in this RECOFI session and
wish you meaningful discussions and fruitful deliberations over the coming days and look forward with
interest to the results of your work.

I wish you also a pleasant stay in this beautiful city of Rome with its rich history and diversity.
Colleagues from FAO in the HQ in Rome and those from the region deserve special thanks for their

good work and support to RECOFI and I wish you all a very successful meeting.

Thank you very much, Ladies and Gentlemen, for your attention.
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APPENDIX 4

Opening statement of
Senior Fishery Officer and RECOFI Secretary, FAO
9 July 2019
FAO Headquarters, Rome, Italy

Mpr. Arni Mathiesen, Assistant Director General for Fisheries and Aquaculture Department, FAO
Distinguished Representatives of the Regional Commission for Fisheries (RECOFI) Member
Countries

Colleagues from FAO HQ, the Regional Office in Cairo and from the Sub-Regional Office in UAE
Ladies and Gentlemen

Good morning to you

It is also my great honour to welcome you in the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United
Nations Headquarter on the opening of the 10th Session of the Regional Commission for Fisheries
(RECOFI). I would also like to welcome the representatives of Member States, and the representative
from Regional Organization for protection of Marine Environment (ROPME) who are despite their
busy Schedule, are participating in this important session

Ladies and Gentlemen

Distinguished representatives of the member Countries, we have in front of us an agenda full of many
important topics. Ranging from review of the work plan and achievement at the secretariat level to the
financial and administrative matters and the biennial work plan. I look forward for all of us to be
engaged to review recommendations of the working group particularly for the management of fisheries
resources in the area of RECOFI.

Distinguished Delegates, Ladies and Gentlemen

Before I ended, please allow on your behalf the representatives of the member countries to thank Mr.
Haydar Fersoy, Senior Fisheries Officer for his efforts as Secretary of the Regional Commission for
Fisheries (RECOF]I) in the past period 2016-2019.

Finally, let me also thank Mr. Arni Mathiesen, Assistant Director General for Fisheries and Aquaculture
Department who was so keen to attend and address our opening despite his heavy schedule. I think his
words are so important to us in positioning our efforts in the right direction. You also deserve special
thanks for your presence and participation in this important session of RECOFI. I wish you meaningful
discussions, good results, and pleasant stay in ROME.

Thank you very much, for your attention.
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APPENDIX 6

Adopted draft recommendation on the assessment and management of Kingfish

1)

2)

3)

4)

(Scomberomorus commerson) stock

Each Member State, starting in 2019 and for each subsequent year would provide to the
RECOFT Secretariat, prior to Ist July, previous year national data on catch, effort and length
frequency information on kingfish,

The quality of data submitted pursuant to this recommendation shall be regularly analyzed, with
stock assessment methodology every year with a view to ensuring the formulation of scientific
advice for the Commission. In order to facilitate the standardized collection of data for stock
assessment purposes and economic aspects of kingfish fishery, the RECOFI Secretariat shall
develop a standard protocol for the collection of kingfish data. The rationale behind the design
of the data collection protocol is to focus the data requirements for stock assessment and fishery
management purposes and encompass them into a single, simple and easy-to-understand
manual, providing Member States with the necessary indications for the collection and
transmission of data related to fisheries to the RECOFI Secretariat. Moreover, the information
gathered should be sufficient and reliable enough to review the status of the stock, to assess the
economic and social dimensions of the fleets and to provide scientific advice on the status of
the resources, as well as to allow the Commission to develop recommendations to manage this
resource. The main characteristics of the protocol should include:

- clear identification of the main thematic areas of the data collection (defined as “tasks™)
together with the definition of their purposes,

- detailed description of all the data variables,

- simplified level of data aggregation for requested variables,

- afleet segmentation scheme,

- simple measures of fishing effort,

- well-defined data collection practices, and

- online data transmission procedure.

Establish a permanent RECOFI Working Group on Stock Assessment under the WGFM in
order to assess the kingfish stock on a regular basis.

Following a technical discussions, the WS on kingfish stock assessment in RECOFT area agreed
on key recommendations for the consideration of the WGFM:

- Considering that the preliminary stock assessment showed that the stock is exploited
above MSY, with an estimate (F/Fmsy) ratio of 1.25 the fishing mortality has to be
reduced by 20% as minimum, the workshop recommends among the other likely
management and conservation measures, to introduce a closed season on an annual
basis.

- Seeing that there is already an annual closed season for kingfish fishery in some
RECOFI Member countries, an option could be to have the closed season during the
same period which is from the 15th of August to the 15th of October, for all gill net
fishing gears exploiting the stock.

- Accordingly, the group recommends the annual closed season in the RECOFI Area for
kingfish fishery should be between 45 and 60 days.

- These measures shall apply to all the kingfish fleets.

- These measures shall be reviewed annually and may be amended by the Commission
based on the results of the stock assessment.
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APPENDIX 7
RECOFI SIDE EVENT
FAO'’s approach to science-based evidence for monitoring capture fisheries sector
and how FAO can support RECOFI and its Member Countries

Summary

With reference to the overarching principles set out in the Code of Conduct for Responsible Fisheries
for scientific evidence as basis for decision making, this side event will review the main FAO data,
statistics and information frameworks which underlie the monitoring of Capture fisheries across the
socio-economic and environmental perspectives. FAO Member countries are the source contributors as
well as beneficiaries of the resulting consolidated statistical and information products. RECOFI
Members have additionally adopted specific Minimum Data Reporting requirements to support an
Ecosystem Approach to Fisheries Management in the RECOFT area, as well as RECOFI as associated
Partner in the Fisheries and Resources monitoring system. The presentation will position these various
schemes in the capture fisheries monitoring landscape, discuss gaps and issues which prevent their full
operationalization in RECOFI, and highlight how FAO can support RECOFI members to overcome
these issues.

The presentation will be followed by statements from panel members and a discussion with the
participants.

Opening

Marc Taconet presented “FAO’s approach to science-based evidence for monitoring capture fisheries
sector and how FAO can support RECOFI and its Member countries”.

Discussion

Manual Barange stated that there are very clear responsibilities for FAO, the member countries and
RECOFI. We need all three to make it a complete picture and need to coordinate well. Consistency with
reporting is required and we need to make the process work to ensure sustainability. Data is crucial for
decision-making and the role is to ensure sustainability (data is power), which makes for a stronger and
more defendable position. Many of the SDG goals (used as indicators) are maturing in 2020 and we
need to provide reports built on countries submission. Need to speed up action, but all this requires data.

1) Is stock status only based on data?
Marc Taconet replied, stating that the information for RECOFTI is based on information submitted by
the Regional Fishery Bodies that will assist with stock status. It is derived from various methods (by
fishery related data or surveys).

2) Are the terms of reference the focal point, is this already adopted?
Marc Taconet answered that the terms of reference have been reviewed by the working group, and have
been submitted to this session for endorsement.

3) Cost to initiate it for RECOFI?
Marc Taconet replied, the costs are in kind contributions by countries and time. There are gaps in the
regional database and there is a need to mutualise this cost amongst users.

4) What about inventories you cannot create, where there is a lack of information from RECOFI
countries?
Marc Taconet answered that from the workshop in 2009, there were 37 fishery records that were
identified. The group should discuss how to complete this if there is a willingness to proceed.

S) Is this for Kingfish only or other fisheries?
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Marc Taconet expressed that it is for all fisheries, but it depends on the scope. All the fisheries must be
listed but when lacking the capacity; the focus should be on the main species. RECOFI are to decide
which species.

Yimin Ye stated that countries are to provide the data and FAO to coordinate. The king fish assessment
is a good starting point. Without data one does not know how much to catch etc. Data is important for
science based fishing management and to make informed decisions. Countries are required to collect
this data, which may be seen at first as an effort, but later you will be able to maximise the use of your
fishing resources and will see the benefits. We should work together to provide and then share the data
amongst countries. No data equals no decisions. Countries need to be committed.

6) Regarding the data submitted in 2011, are there any recommendations to the countries that
submitted that data?
Marc Taconet answered that those countries have reported but there is no final report on how to put it
in a regional database. We are not able to reach the final step, and are lacking the capacity at RECOFI
to manage this (working group reported). There is technical capacity but a lack of resources. We need
to report and disseminate this data but it requires resources.

7) (i) Where do you see RECOFT in terms of compliance?
(i1) By providing data on certain species, will stock status be automatically provided?
(ii1) How do you see RECOFI in terms of providing data?

Marc Taconet replied that there is capacity in RECOFI countries, and they are able to match the
minimum data reporting, but there are still gaps at a national level.

Countries have difficulty submitting data, difficulties with communication, reporting on different data
sets, and there is a need to animate a network of focal points both by Commission’s Heads of delegation
and by the RECOFT Secretary; proper handover is necessary when a focal point leaves the job.

We need to have RECOFI set aside resources and time to all gaps, have better formats and be more
harmonised so that we can aggregate and disseminate the data.

We use what is available and can build on the opportunity of the SDG 14.4.1. as a key policy driver for
better data sharing on stock status.

Ali Mohannad Alshaukhi stated that for the king fish assessment, there has been much research and
reviewed/published literature, RECOFI needs to go through these and review it so that it can be utilised.
From the data, advice can be drawn.

Stocks vary based on fishing effort and catch. There is a need to know how the stock responds over
time. There is a need to maintain this as it fluctuates consistently. For this reason it must be continuous
data collection and reporting.

Yimin Ye stated that some data people are not so willing to share with the public (sensitive data), for
e.g. the juvenile by-catch data of the king fish. When working groups do assessments, they need to
combine the assessment and literature data. When using catch limited data there is a greater uncertainty
involved.

Closing comments

Manuel Barange concluded that this process is a data collection system, not punctual anchor points data.
There are various inputs, which are crossed checked and validated which increases confidence. When
data is submitted through regional bodies, the country is still the owner of the data and there is no loss.
A successful regional body improves countries status or national system and does not take anything
away.

RECOFT has to succeed otherwise countries will not improve and the role of the regional bodies is
increasing.
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List of panel members

Husein bin Mohamed Al Maskati Director of Fisheries Resource Development and
Management, Sultanate of Oman

Ali Mohammed Alshaikhi DG Directorate of Fish Resources, Kingdom of Saudi
Arabia

Manuel Barange Director of FAO Fisheries and Aquaculture Department

Yimin Ye FIAF Head of Branch, FAO

Marc Taconet FIAS Head of Branch, FAO

Altogether, 37 participants attended the side event



This document contains the report of the Tenth Session of the Regional Commission for
Fisheries (RECOFI) held in Rome, Italy, from 9 to 11 July 2019. The session was attended by
15 delegates from seven members of the Commission, namely Kingdom of Bahrain, Republic of
Iraq, State of Kuwait, Sultanate of Oman, State of Qatar, Kingdom of Saudi Arabia and United
Arab Emirates), and one inter-governmental invited organization. The Commission emphasized
that both the budget and level of activities must be increased in order to act as a fully functional
RFMO. RECOFI members recognized the importance of the Sustainable Development Goals and
the need to collect data regarding SDG 14, which will assist in the sustainable management of
fisheries resources and the economic benefit of the fisheries sector. The Commission
commended the WGA and WGFM on the activities undertaken in the intersessional period and
noted the outcomes of these activities. RECOFI acknowledged the value in cooperation between
RECOFI and ROPME and the important role that the signed MoU will play in the cooperation
between them. The Commission acknowledged also the efforts of the WGFM at its eleventh
meeting to identify priority areas for cooperation and agreed that the promotion of ecosystem-
based fisheries and aquaculture management including the Ecosystem Approach to Fisheries
and Aquaculture and the joint organization of seminars, workshops and technical training in the
fields of mutual interest are good starting points, with further priorities to be agreed upon at a
later stage. The Commission agreed upon a RECOFI-wide annual closed season for Kingfish to
take place from 15 August to 15 October 2019 to ensure that it will be during the same period for
all countries and for all the fishing gears except hook and line exploiting the stock.

The Commission enforced a two-year programme of work for 2019-2020 intersessional period.
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First Secretary
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