
Context
The Koronivia Joint Work on Agriculture (KJWA) 
(4/CP.23) is a landmark decision adopted by the 
Conference of the Parties to the United Nations 
Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC) 
at its 23rd session. The decision acknowledges the 
significance of the agriculture sectors in adapting to 
and mitigating climate change and officially recognizes 
the role of agriculture and food security in the climate 
change agenda. Furthermore, the decision requests 
the two UNFCCC Subsidiary Bodies for Scientific and 
Technological Advice (SBSTA) and for Implementation 
(SBI) to work together and move discussions on 
agriculture under the UNFCCC forward by putting more 
focus on implementation aspects.

Despite changes to the roadmap due to the COVID-19 
pandemic, the Food and Agriculture Organization of the 
United Nations (FAO) remains committed to supporting 
the development and implementation of the KJWA.

FAO supports countries by providing technical support to 
adapt to and mitigate climate change through webinars, 
workshops and knowledge products allowing agriculture 
experts under the UNFCCC to prepare their submissions 
and informally share their views on how to develop and 

implement the decision. As part of this process, FAO 
organized the fourth informal ‘Koronivia Dialogue’ from 
2-6 November 2020. 

Due to restrictions related to the pandemic, this year’s 
Dialogue was held virtually and structured into three 
main sessions with additional working group sessions 
requested by different groups of experts. Agricultural 
experts had the possibility to informally exchange ideas 
on how to further promote the implementation of the 
KJWA and share views to jointly define concrete actions. 
Overall, the sessions were attended by 75 agriculture 
experts from Europe, Asia and the Pacific, Africa, 
America, and Latin America and the Caribbean.F IGURE 2 .
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Figure 2. Koronivia joint work on agriculture roadmap. Please note that the KJWA roadmap may change due to the ongoing COVID-19 pandemic

Figure 1. Participants at the Fourth Koronivia Dialogue
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Objectives
Facilitated by FAO, the Fourth Koronivia Dialogue 
aimed to: 

 • provide a productive and neutral forum for open 
discussion among agriculture experts towards the 
implementation of the KJWA; and 

 • prepare for the upcoming 26th UN Climate Change 
Conference of the Parties to the UNFCCC (COP 26) to 
be held from 1- 12 November 2021 in Glasgow where 
the Subsidiary Bodies (SBs) will report back on the 
outcomes of the KJWA and countries are due to reach 
a conclusion on the future of Koronivia post-2020.

Key outcomes
In his opening remarks, Eduardo Mansur, Director 
of FAO’s Office of Climate Change, Environment and 
Biodiversity (OCB)  acknowledged the significance 
of the KJWA and underlined the importance of 
addressing climate change from an agricultural and 
food security perspective, taking into consideration the 
additional challenges posed by the global pandemic. 
The opening introduction was followed by Dirk 
Nemitz from the UNFCCC secretariat. Mr Nemitz 
informed participants about the current status of the 
KJWA roadmap. He pointed out that COP 26 and the 
intersessional workshop on sustainable land and water 
management and strategies and modalities to scale 
up implementation have been postponed due to the 
COVID-19 pandemic and added that the intersessional 
workshop may be held in-person at a later date in 2021. 

During the different sessions, agricultural experts 
raised the following points:

 • Experts noted the importance of differentiating 
between the technical and institutional 
implementation of the KJWA in future decisions.

 • Experts discussed two meanings of 
“implementation”, namely 1.) Implementation 
of actions on the ground, conducted at a national 
level according to country needs and priorities 
and 2.) Implementation of KJWA conclusions 
by the UNFCCC SBs. Experts spoke out in 
favour of promoting a bottom-up process of 
implementation, starting at a country-level 
and linking it to a top-down process that can 
promote implementation at a global scale; experts 
exchanged ideas on Koronivia post-COP 26.

 • From the technical side, experts identified 
the need to deploy more tools, guidelines and 
methodologies. They shared experiences on 
different options and thematic windows for 
countries to give priority to national circumstances 
in order to promote capacity building, technology 
transfer, and finance. Moreover, they expressed 
the need to establish and provide science and 
technology platforms for policy-making. 
Several experts noted that platforms such as the 

Consultative Group on International Agricultural 
Research (CGIAR) or the Global Research Alliance 
on Agricultural Greenhouse Gases (GRA), could 
serve as examples.

 • In general, experts encouraged the facilitation 
of information-sharing, capacity building and 
technical assistance among countries in order 
to share and communicate different regional 
approaches, which can help to identify regional 
projects and highlight diverse approaches to tackle 
climate change.

 • During the informal discussions, experts agreed 
upon showcasing the success of the KJWA, 
including its benefits and co-benefits. Experts 
underlined that the KJWA could fill the gaps in 
climate agreements by giving more consideration 
to the agricultural sector while taking into account 
the Food Security and Nutrition agenda.

 • Experts underlined that the KJWA has the potential 
to create a linkage between agriculture and nature-
based solutions, and that it could further promote 
global discussions on food systems. 
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Way Forward
The Koronivia Dialogue was the fourth informal 
discussion between country experts on how to 
shape the KJWA agenda in the run-up to COP 26 
and its role beyond that as a key driver in fostering 
agricultural development that ensures both 
increased food security under a changing climate 
and a reduction in emissions

The success of this informal Dialogue means 
that experts will have some key tangible topics 
to bring into the formal discussions at COP 26 in 
November 2021. 

In this regard, the participants noted the following: 

 • To convene the fifth Koronivia Dialogue in the 
first quarter of 2021 for further discussions in 
the run-up to COP 26

 • To define a common understanding of KJWA’s 
role and its added value 

FAO will continue supporting the process and 
welcomed the idea of convening similar informal 
global dialogues and regional workshops in the lead 
up to COP26. 

Furthermore, FAO invited experts to express their 
additional needs to advance KJWA discussions.
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