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Outline

• Ongoing fisheries statistical collections in the Pacific region

• Pacific reporting against SDG Goal 14

• Challenges and opportunities

• Proposed recommendations
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Ongoing fisheries statistical collections in the Pacific 
region

• Core national collections

• Census

• Fisheries friendly household income and expenditure survey

• Agricultural census/survey

• Coastal fisheries

• Catch and effort

• Ecology and biology

• Oceanic fisheries

• Catch and effort

• Economic

• Ecology and biology

• Project and ad hoc

• Socioeconomic survey

• Economic
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Regional strategies

2010 2015 2015



Regional reporting

• Coastal fisheries report card

• Empowerment

• Resilience

• Livelihoods and food security

• Tuna fisheries report card

• Sustainability

• Value

• Employment

• Food security
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Regional data sources relating to SDG14

• Future of fisheries regional roadmap – annual tuna and coastal fisheries report 
cards

• The Pacific Islands Protected Area Portal (https://pipap.sprep.org/) 

• FAO Code of Conduct for responsible fisheries reporting

• Convention on Biological Diversity - UNEP reports periodic progress on Aichi 
biodiversity targets in Asia and the Pacific

• SAMOA Pathway reporting

• US National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration focussing on coral reefs.

• Gillett, R. D. (2016). Fisheries in the Economies of Pacific Island Countries and 
Territories.  Noumea, New Caledonia.

https://pipap.sprep.org/


Pacific reporting against SDG Goal 14



Challenges and opportunities

Challenges

•Statistical unit

•Capacity constraints: low response rate to questionnaire

•Data availability

•Stakeholder coordination

Opportunities

•Work through SPC to coordinate the collation of data and reporting against SDGs

•Existing regional and international strategies relating to SDG14 allow for 
harmonised reporting and data sources
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Proposed recommendations

• FAO and SPC to work closely to refine SDG 14 reporting 
methodologies, and align with regional frameworks, and to fill data 
gaps in the Pacific region.
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Thank you!

Michael K. Sharp

Economic Statistics and Microdata Specialist

Statistics for Development Division

Pacific Community

michaels@spc.int
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Indicator 14.4.1 - Proportion of fish stocks within 
biologically sustainable levels
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Indicator 14.7.1 - Sustainable fisheries as a percentage 
of GDP in small island developing States, least 
developed countries and all countries
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22 Pacific Island Countries 

and Territories







Source: 
Singh, G. et 
al, 2017 
https://doi.or
g/10.1016/j.
marpol.2017.
05.030

https://doi.org/10.1016/j.marpol.2017.05.030


PACIFIC SDG REPORTING



The wheel focuses on the indicators. 
These sit under a target against which we 
can measure ‘progress’. These wheels are 
a first attempt to summarise progress.  



Regional strategies
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Regional data sources relating to SDG14

• Future of fisheries regional roadmap – annual tuna and coastal 
fisheries report cards

• The Pacific Islands Protected Area Portal  
https://pipap.sprep.org/

• FAO Code of Conduct for responsible fisheries reporting

• Convention on Biological Diversity - UNEP reports periodic 
progress on Aichi biodiversity targets in Asia and the Pacific

• SAMOA Pathway reporting

• US National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration focussing 
on coral reefs.

https://pipap.sprep.org/




Gaps and opportunities

• Despite successes challenges remain – data availability, stakeholder coordination, 
resources, diverse and geographically disparate communities and stakeholders

• The extent of existing regional and international strategies in the region relating to 
SDG14 also presents opportunity to harmonise reporting and data sources

• Given the diverse social, cultural, economic and environmental contexts of different 
Pacific Island nations, monitoring systems must be tailored to specific situations.



“We begin with what we 
have in common and 
draw inspiration from 
the diverse patterns that 
have emerged from the 
successes and failures in 
our adaptation to the 
influence of the sea”

Epeli Hau’ofa, We Are The Ocean, 2008
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Per capita fish consumption estimates 
(kg/capita/year)

Bell et al (2009). Planning the use of fish for food security in the Pacific. 
Marine Policy 33: 64-76. 


