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KEY MESSAGES

Half of the world’s labour force
(estimated 1.3 billion workers worldwide)
is employed in the agriculture sector.

Agricultural workers in remote rural
areas often lack access to health,
information, training services and
personal protective equipment

required to adequately respond to health hazards.
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Agriculture is one of the top
three most dangerous sectors

(ILO, 2020), with millions of workplace
accidents including poison-related incidents
involving pesticides and other agrochemicals.

Deaths, injuries and occupational
diseases in the agriculture sector tend to
be widely under‑reported.

OCCUPATIONAL SAFETY AND
HEALTH (OSH) CHALLENGES IN
THE AGRICULTURE SECTOR
1. Inadequate protection of agricultural
workers under national labour law:
Some countries specifically exclude the
agriculture sector from general labour
legislation and/or OSH legislation.
2. Poor application and enforcement of
relevant legislation: Labour inspectorates
often have insufficient resources and
training, and inspectors rarely visit rural
enterprises such as farms, unless transport
is provided.
3. Lack of accessibility and affordability of
personal protective equipment (PPE):
When PPE is available, farmers can
sometimes be reluctant to use it because
of discomfort, especially in harsh climates.
©FAO/Giampiero Diana

4. Limited data and research on the global
extent and severity of farm work‑related
incidents, diseases and injuries: Not all
incidents are registered, and this is also
the case for hazardous pesticides.

The fatality rate among young
workers on a global scale is four times
higher in the agriculture sector than

Agriculture accounts for the
majority (62 percent) of children
in hazardous work worldwide

Children are particularly vulnerable
to hazardous work in the agriculture sector.

When children below the age of 18
are involved in hazardous work, it is
considered child labour.

in other industries (Hard and Myers, 2008).

(ILO, 2018).
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In the agriculture sector, the 73 million

According to the International Labour

children in hazardous work come from

Organization (ILO) 2017 Global estimates of

all age groups. In general, children in the

child labour, in Africa, agriculture accounts

15–17 years cohort tend to carry out more

for 85 percent of all child labour in absolute

hazardous work, but younger age cohorts

terms, and 9 percent of African children are

also undertake hazardous work, even children

involved in hazardous work – the highest of

as young as 5 years old.

all the world’s regions.

AGE RANGE (YEARS)

ILO Global estimate from 2012-2016

5-17

Children in
employment

Children in child labour

Children in hazardous work

218 019 000

151 622 000

72 525 000

5-11

72 585 000

(8.3%)

19 020 000

(2.2%)

12-14

41 887 000

(11.7%)

16 355 000

(4.6%)

15-17

37 149 000

(10.5%)

37 149 000

(10.5%)

WHAT IS CHILD LABOUR?
Child labour refers to work that:

The age of the child matters:

 engages children below the minimum age

 Under 12/13: children should not engage in

for employment;
 interferes with compulsory schooling;
 is hazardous; and/or
 is mentally, physically, socially or morally

dangerous and harmful to children.

The worst forms of child labour are:
 all forms of slavery (trafficking, debt,

agricultural work but can learn and attend to
simple and safe tasks.
 Between 12/13 and 14/15: children can

engage in light work in agriculture, out of
school hours and under strict conditions.
 Above 14/15: children can work in

agriculture full time but cannot undertake
hazardous work or any other form of the
Worst Forms of Child Labour.

bondage or forced labour);
 prostitution or pornography;
 illicit activities (trafficking, illegal logging or

fishing, or drugs/opium production); and
 hazardous work, which by its nature or

circumstances is likely to harm the
health of children.

Not all tasks undertaken by
children in agriculture are
considered child labour.
Age-appropriate tasks in agriculture
that are safe and do not interfere with
compulsory education can, on the
contrary, help children learn useful
agricultural and life skills.

Source: Minimum Age Convention, 1973 (No. 138) and Worst Forms of Child Labour Convention, 1999 (No. 182).
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Given that agriculture accounts for the largest

Pesticides represent a serious health risk for

portion of child labour and is one of the most

rural workers and communities. Children

dangerous sectors, often with limited occupational

are a particularly vulnerable group, and

safety and health (OSH) regulations, a special

addressing their exposure to pesticides and

focus is needed on hazardous child labour.

agrochemicals should be made top priority.

©FAO/Wissam Moussa

RISKS AND HAZARDS
RELATED TO PESTICIDES EXPOSURE
 Risk is the probability and severity of an

adverse health or environmental effect
occurring as a function of a hazard and the
likelihood and extent of exposure.
 Hazard is the inherent property of a

substance, agent or situation having the
potential to cause undesirable consequences
(e.g. properties that can cause adverse
effects or damage to health, the environment
or property).
Exposure to pesticides can occur during a
wide range of tasks, from manufacture and
packaging of the pesticide to distribution,
storage, use and disposal.

Not everyone is equally exposed to pesticides
and some groups can be more vulnerable than
others. Vulnerable groups include pregnant
and nursing women, the unborn, infants and
children, the elderly, people affected by HIV/AIDS
and, when subject to high exposure to pesticides
in the long term, workers and residents.
Vulnerability refers not only to biological
vulnerability but also to social and economic
vulnerability linked to poverty and food
insecurity. Those who experience the latter
may be further at risk, especially in rural
areas, where there may be limited access to
decent work opportunities, information related
to health and safety, personal protective
equipment and healthcare.
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CHILDREN’S EXPOSURE TO
CHEMICAL PESTICIDES
AT HOME
If pesticides are unsafely stored at home,
or if empty containers are used to store
food or carry drinking water.
When performing tasks
that may seem harmless such
as washing clothes that
have been in contact with
pesticides.

AT PLAY
When they play in fields where
pesticides have been applied or through
pesticide drift.
Touching the plants or
just breathing the
air where pesticides
were used exposes
them to dangers.

AT WORK

©FAO/Nadia Correale

Children are exposed to pesticides
when involved in the mixing and
preparation phase.
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Children are also exposed
when applying pesticides.
This includes spreading
pesticides by hand or by
using a back-sprayer.

Why are children more vulnerable
to risks related to pesticides?
BIOLOGICAL REASONS
Children’s minds and bodies are still developing.
The lower body weight and smaller size of children, combined
with their faster rate of breathing and higher surface-area-tovolume ratio, result in greater exposure to pesticides.
Children’s organs are less able to eliminate pesticides.
The high growth rate of children amplifies the
toxic effects on developing cells and organs,
which may only manifest years later.

BEHAVIOURAL REASONS
Children’s likelihood of ingesting pesticides is higher
due to greater ‘hand-to-mouth’ behaviour.
Children have lower capacity and skills to assess
risks when working with or close to pesticides.

SOCIO-ECONOMIC REASONS
Poverty is both a cause and a consequence of child labour.
Therefore, social and economic factors can also influence the level
of vulnerability to hazardous pesticides. Vulnerable groups may be
forced to choose between their health and their income.

©Depositphotos.com/project1photo

In rural areas, workers are often poorly covered by labour
law and access to social protection, personal protective
equipment, health care and information can be limited.
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CHALLENGES
AND
SOLUTIONS

On-farm and off-farm
exposure
Children are exposed to pesticides and other
agrochemicals both on and off the farm due to:
 repackaging of pesticide containers
for alternative uses (e.g. drinking bottles or
essential oil containers);
 lack of training in pesticide application,
storage and disposal;
 poor knowledge of pest management and
alternative strategies; and
 absence of labelling due to illegal repackaging
or labels being only available in foreign language.
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 limited availability of PPE;

Limited national and regional
knowledge on pesticide poisoning
Few countries have the capacity to adequately record all pesticide
poisoning. Reliable estimates on poisoning exposure and incidents,
types of pesticides used and patterns of use are often unavailable,
mainly due to:
 lack of standardized case definition and of disaggregation
by age, sex and sector;
 absence of traceability in the informal sector;
 misdiagnosis and under-reporting by healthcare providers;
 exclusion of non-hospitalized cases;
 lack of readily accessible healthcare in rural populations; and
 acceptance by workers that adverse health effects
are to be expected.

Did you know
that between
2007 and 2011,
10–19-year-olds
accounted for
12 percent of
all pesticide
poisoning in
Brazil?
Source: UFBA, 2012.

©FAO/Nadia Correale
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What is the role of agriculture stakeholders?
Environmental Protection Agency

Ministry of Agriculture

 Support the application of labour standards in
the agriculture sector.

 Implement agricultural policies and programmes
to address child labour in agriculture.

 Monitor and evaluate the use of pesticides
in agriculture.

 Promote alternatives to hazardous
farming practices.

 Promote and adopt safe and sustainable farming
practices in collaboration with ministries.

 Ensure that all staff are aware of child labour
concerns in their area of expertise.

 Work with other authorities to address the
illegal packing and import of pesticides.

 Lead process of accurate age- and
sex-disaggregated data collection on occupational
exposure to pesticides in the field.

Ministry of Labour
 Support the application of labour standards in
the agriculture sector.
 Enhance collaboration with other ministries
to promote OSH measures in agriculture and
address child labour.

 Enhance collaboration with other ministries
such as labour and health.

Civil society organizations
 Advocate for safer work conditions in agriculture.
 Engage with communities to address child labour
and its root causes.
 Support the elimination of hazardous pesticides.

©FAO/Nadia Correale

We all have a role to
play in eliminating hazards
related to pesticides,
protecting children and
families and improving
sustainability in agriculture.
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Extension agents and workers
 Develop capacities and raise awareness
of farmers.
 Promote sustainable agricultural practices.
 Support the use of PPE among farmers.

Producer organizations
 Train farmers on safe practices and improved
OSH standards.
 Raise awareness on the negative impact of
child labour.
 Support the uptake and integration of
labour-saving technologies.

Farmers and families
 Ensure that children only carry out
non‑hazardous, age‑appropriate tasks that
do not interfere with education.
 Support other community members in
awareness raising.
 Ensure a smooth transition towards safer,
more sustainable agricultural practices.

©FAO/Hasan Bilal

What is the role of FAO?
Identify
high-risk and
hazardous scenarios
as well as vulnerable
groups.

Raise
awareness
among vulnerable
groups including
children in many
regional contexts.

Collaborate

Change

with various
stakeholders to
detect and reduce
the risks posed by
hazardous pesticides.

situations of child
labour into decent youth
employment for the age
cohort 14/15–17
by eliminating
work-related hazards.

©Depositphotos.com/ABBPhoto

Contributing towards the achievement of the
Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs)
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FAO’S GLOBAL
MOMENTUM AND
CROSS-SECTORIAL
APPROACH

FAO is raising awareness, strengthening knowledge and
building capacity across the globe to reduce and prevent
children’s exposure to pesticides. FAO has country and
regional offices around the world and thus the distinctive
capacity to reach and support rural and more vulnerable
populations, including smallholder producers.
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Addressing child labour
concerns in global mechanisms on
pesticide management
The International Code of Conduct
on Pesticide Management

In 2013, a revised International Code of Conduct on Pesticide Management was
approved at the Thirty-eighth Session of the Food and Agriculture Organization of the
United Nations (FAO) Conference and subsequently also by the Governing Council
of the World Health Organization (WHO). The revised code pays specific attention to
the health and well-being of children, encouraging governments and the pesticide
industry to take specific actions to reduce children’s vulnerability to exposure.

Supporting policymakers in the
phasing out of hazardous pesticides
and addressing child labour
The Severely Hazardous Pesticide Formulations SHPF toolkit developed by
the Rotterdam Convention Secretariat provides guidance on setting up a national
system to record and submit details on pesticide poisonings and incidents,
and on strengthening decision-making, improving pesticide risk reduction and
phasing out hazardous pesticides at the national level.

rural eMPlOYMent

The Handbook for monitoring and evaluation of child labour in agriculture
offers guidance and tools for assessing the impacts of agricultural and food
security programmes and projects on child labour in family-based agriculture.
Food and agriculture Organization
of the united nations
viale delle Terme di caracalla
00153 rome, italy
phone: + 39 06 57051
www.fao.org

Guida nce M at er i a l # 2

Handbook for monitoring and evaluation
of child labour in agriculture
Measuring the impacts of agricultural and food security
programmes on child labour in family-based agriculture

FAO

©FAO/Wissam Moussa
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Raising awareness on children’s
exposure to pesticides

NEW E-learning Course

End Child labour
i n A g r i c u lt u r E
Are you working for agricultural and rural development?
did you know that, worldwide, nearly
60% of child labour is found in agriculture?
We are talking about 98 MillioN boys and girls.

In 2018, FAO presented the topic of pesticide management and hazardous child
labour during the thirty-second International Congress on Occupational Health
(ICOH). In 2019, FAO contributed to the OSH Africa Conference – the first event
in Africa aiming to bring together stakeholders from across the region and
beyond to discuss the existing OSH challenges in Africa.

© FAO/Gangale, R.

learn more about child labour in
agriculture and how you can take action.

CC Fotopedia/Hullot,

FAO E-learning Centre
www.fao.org/elearning

The FAO–ILO e-learning course, End Child Labour in Agriculture, includes
a special course on Pesticide management and child labour prevention
designed to build capacity to reduce hazardous child labour through improved
pesticide management.

Examples of training material developed
CHILD LABOUR
IN AGRICULTURE

أﻳﻦ وﻛﻴﻒ ﻳﺘﻌﺮض
اﻃﻔﺎل ﻟﻠﻤﺒﻴﺪات؟

Defined as work that is inappropriate for a child’s age,
it affects children’s education, or is likely to harm their health, safety or morals.
Worldwide, it remains predominantly a rural poverty issue.

This is the typical story of
a child labourer in agriculture, increasingly involved
in work and obliged to leave school too early

This is the typical story of
a child living and learning in a rural area,
whose rights are respected thanks to what FAO promotes

6-8 yrs

From a young age, the child is required to

combine school with work that is too
long and too heavy for their body.

ﺗﺸﻜﻞ اﻟﻤﺒﻴﺪات ﺧﻄﺮ ًا ﻛﺒﻴﺮ ًا ﻋﻠﻰ اﻃﻔﺎل
واﺟﻨﺔ ﻧﺘﻴﺠﺔ اﻟﺘﻌﺮض اﻟﻤﺒﺎﺷﺮ أو ﻏﻴﺮ
 وذﻟﻚ ﻣﻦ ﺧﻼل ﺗﻮاﺟﺪﻫﻢ،اﻟﻤﺒﺎﺷﺮ ﻟﻬﺎ
 وﺗﺤﻀﻴﺮﻫﺎ او،ﻓﻲ أﻣﺎﻛﻦ ﺑﻴﻌﻬﺎ
.اﺳﺘﺨﺪاﻣﻬﺎ

9-11 yrs

Over time, the child is underachieving
at school, too tired, and unable to attend
school regularly because of work.

12-14 yrs

The child is obliged to leave school
early and now only works.

اﺛﺎر اﻟﺴﻠﺒﻴﺔ ﻟﻠﻤﺒﻴﺪات
ﻋﻠﻰ ﺻﺤﺔ ا«ﻧﺴﺎن وﻧﻤﻮّ ه
ﻳﻌﺘﺒﺮ اﻃﻔﺎل أﻛﺜﺮ ﺣﺴﺎﺳﻴﺔ ﻣﻦ اﻟﺒﺎﻟﻐﻴﻦ ازاء
 اذ ﻗﺪ ﺗﻈﻬﺮ أﺛﺎر ﺳﻠﺒﻴﺔ ﻓﻮرﻳﺔ ﻛﺎﻟﺼﺪاع،اﻟﻤﺒﻴﺪات
 وﺣﺴﺎﺳﻴﺔ اﻟﺠﻠﺪ و ﺗﻘﻴﺆ، وﺗﻬﻴﺞ اﻟﻌﻴﻨﻴﻦ،واﻟﺪوار
 واﻻﺿﻄﺮاﺑﺎت،أو أﺛﺎر ﻋﻠﻰ اﻟﻤﺪى اﻟﻄﻮﻳﻞ ﻛﺎﻟﺮﺑﻮ
... واﻟﺴﺮﻃﺎن وﻣﺸﺎﻛﻞ ﺗﻨﺎﺳﻠﻴﺔ وﻏﻴﺮﻫﺎ،اﻟﻌﺼﺒﻴﺔ

15-17yrs

 ﻛﻠﻎ30

The child has reached the minimum
age for employment, but is engaged in
hazardous tasks that mean he/she is still
in child labour. The child is also deprived

 ﻛﻠﻎ70

of the opportunity to benefit from
education and vocational training.

18-19 yrs

The child is now a young adult and has not
had the chance to develop the skills needed
to obtain decent work. He/she is trapped
in unskilled employment, receives low

إن ﻋﺪد اﻟﻤﺴﺎﻣﺎت اﻟﺴﻄﺤﻴﺔ
ﻟﺒﺸﺮة اﻃﻔﺎل ﺗﻔﻮق ﺗﻠﻚ اﻟﺘﻲ
ﻳﺘﻤﺘّﻊ ﺑﻬﺎ اﻟﺒﺎﻟﻐﻮن

wages, and has weak social security
and limited bargaining capacity.

20-24 yrs

ﻛﻴﻔﻴﺔ اﻟﺘﺨﻔﻴﻒ ﻣﻦ
ﺗﻌﺮّض اﻃﻔﺎل ﻟﻠﻤﺒﻴﺪات
 ﻻ ﺗﺴﻤﺢ ﻟ¡ﻃﻔﺎل ﺑﺎﻟﺘﻮاﺟﺪ ﻓﻲ أﻣﺎﻛﻦ ﺗﺤﻀﻴﺮواﺳﺘﺨﺪام اﻟﻤﺒﻴﺪات
 اﺑﻖ اﻟﻤﺒﻴﺪات ﺑﻌﻴﺪة ﻋﻦ ﻣﺘﻨﺎول اﻃﻔﺎل ﺷﺠﻊ ﻋﻠﻰ ﻧﺸﺮ اﻟﺘﻮﻋﻴﺔ ﻣﻦ ﺧﻄﺮﻫﺎ ﻋﻠﻰاﻻﻧﺴﺎن وﻧﻤﻮه

Around 70% of all
child labourers
work in agriculture,
nearly 108 million
boys & girls!

6-8 yrs

The child attends school and benefits from

free, compulsory and quality education.

9-11 yrs

With the support of cash transfers and free
school meals, the child is encouraged to

continue attending school.

12-14 yrs

73 million

They put their

lives at risk

and carry out work that
can be detrimental to their
physical and social development

children are engaged in
hazardous work, one of the
worst forms of child labour

42%

of child labour
in agriculture
is hazardous

The child engages in safe agricultural
tasks, for limited hours, out of school
time. The child makes important
contributions to their family’s livelihood
and acquires useful agricultural and

life skills for the future.

15-17yrs

The child attends secondary school
and/or vocational training adapted to
rural and agricultural settings. He/she
learns agribusiness and life skills that
can lead to decent rural employment.

18-19 yrs

As a young adult, their employability
has increased, and they are able to

access either farm or non-farm decent
employment.

20-24 yrs

Due to years of performing
hazardous tasks as a child, the young
adult may now be disabled or

KEEPING CHILDREN
OUT OF HAZARDOUS
CHILD LABOUR

The child is now a young adult in

FAO

IS
WORKING TO

reduce hazardous child
labour by raising awareness,
promoting alternative
practices and enhancing
ZERO
GOODAND
HEALTH
management
HUNGER
AND WELL-BEING

NOrisk
POVERTY

keep children safe
and promote
healthy generations
QUALITY
GENDER
in agriculture
EDUCATION
EQUALITY

CLEAN WATER
AND SANITATION

good health and a productive
and skilled producer or worker.

suffer from the chronic effects of
occupational disease.

The child is now an adult

The child is now an adult
with decent working conditions and
contributes to the agricultural and
economic growth of their rural
community where their family is free
from hunger.

and an agricultural producer. Without
education, he/she is less likely to: adopt
new technologies and practices, adapt to
shocks, allocate resource efficiently, or
safely manage the use of agrochemicals.
The working conditions are also precarious;
this perpetuates the vicious cycle of rural
poverty within their rural community.

Determined
to reach
SDG targets!

AFFORDABLE AND
CLEAN ENERGY

CLIMATE
ACTION

DECENT WORK AND
ECONOMIC GROWTH

SDG
target
INDUSTRY, INNOVATION
AND INFRASTRUCTURE

8.7

SDG
target

LIFE
BELOW WATER

LIFE
ON LAND

8.8

fao.org/childlabouragriculture

fao.org/rural-employment
fao.org/childlabouragriculture

of ending all forms of
REDUCED
SUSTAINABLE CITIES
child
labour by 2025AND COMMUNITIES
INEQUALITIES

RESPONSIBLE
CONSUMPTION
AND PRODUCTION

of safe and secure
working environments
JUSTICE
PARTNERSHIPS
forPEACE,
all workers
by 2030
AND STRONG
INSTITUTIONS

FOR THE GOALS

©FAO, 2018
I9588EN

ﻟﻨﺤﻢ أﻃﻔﺎﻟﻨﺎ ﻣﻦ ﺧﻄﺮ اﻟﻤﺒﻴﺪات اﻟﻴﻮم
ِ
ﻟﻤﺠﺘﻤﻊ أﻗﻮى وأﺻﺢ ﻏﺪ ًا

©FAO, 2017
Developed in collaboration with
For queries on usage, contact: dpicampaigns@un.org

The widely used FAO–ILO visual tool,
Protect children from pesticides!,
helps agricultural extension workers,
rural educators, labour inspectors,
producer organizations and others to
teach farmers and their families how
to identify and minimize risks related
to pesticides at home and on the farm.
The guide is available in Arabic,
English, French, Portuguese, Russian
and Spanish and has been adapted to
six regions around the globe.
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Supported financially by the Kingdom of the Netherlands through FAO’s Multi-Partner Programme Support Mechanism (FMM)

| TheGlobalGoals@trollback.com | +1.212.529.1010

Engaging youth in
alternatives to pesticides
FAO’s junior farmer field and life schools (JFFLSs) approach raises awareness on
child labour through the module on Child labour prevention in agriculture, and
includes good agricultural practices that can minimize the use of pesticides and
make working in agriculture safer for youth.

Strengthening collaboration
for capacity development
©FAO/Nadia Correale

FAO delivers capacity building programmes at national,
sub-regional and regional level, bringing together different
stakeholders and building fruitful collaboration. This
includes an annual presentation to the Vula Pesticide
Discussion Forum of the University of Cape Town’s
postgraduate programme on Pesticide Risk Management.

©FAO/Believe Nyakudjara
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REGIONAL AND
COUNTRY LEVEL
ACTION

3
7

5
2

6
1
8
4

1

GHANA

 Technical working committee formed.

5

 The idea and first pilot version of the

facilitator’s guide on protecting children
from pesticides was born.

 Capacity development programme implemented.
 2 000 copies of Protect children from pesticides!

distributed nationwide.
2

 A Farmer Field School (FFS) module on

child labour, in the context of Integrated Pest
Management learning, piloted.

GUINEA-BISSAU

 Survey carried out in rural communities to detect

pesticide poisoning cases.
 Awareness-raising accomplished among farmers.

6

3

LEBANON

hazardous child labour realized.
7

 OSH in agriculture APP developed for youth.
4

MALAWI

 Pesticides control boards engaged to integrate child

labour concerns into extension materials.
 The idea and first pilot version of the facilitator’s guide

on protecting children from pesticides was born.
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PAKISTAN

 FFS module currently under development on

addressing child labour and hazardous work
and improving human health.

 Storybook for younger and illiterate children

developed on eliminating children’s exposure to
pesticide in collaboration with the United Nations
Children’s Fund (UNICEF).

NIGER

 A manual for plant protection officers on

 Awareness-raising campaign conducted on local

community radio.

MALI

8

UGANDA

 Capacity development training carried out

nationwide.
 Research generated on hazardous work in

the dairy and maize value chain.
 Tool developed on protecting young

workers from hazardous work.

SUCCESS STORIES
FROM THE FIELD

©FAO/Nadia Correale

Testimonial from Guinea-Bissau
Reducing risks and promoting alternatives to hazardous chemicals
in Guinea-Bissau
In 2018, in different regions of Guinea-Bissau,
farmers were involved in group discussions
led by officers of the Rotterdam Convention
Secretariat together with local non-governmental
organization (NGO) staff and technicians of the
Plant Protection Department of the Ministry
of Agriculture. Farmers were sensitized on the
risks of hazardous pesticides; they learned about
different exposure routes and vulnerable groups.
They also received training on safe practices
and alternatives to hazardous pesticides, with
sessions conducted at market selling points and
on the farm. The response of the farmers was
very positive.

To raise awareness in remote communities,
a community programme was broadcast on
local radio, transmitting messages in the
local languages on the risks posed by highly
hazardous pesticides. In addition, a video
was developed to explain the risks posed
by pesticides and promote alternatives to
hazardous chemicals. The experience of GuineaBissau, including the video, was shared among
Portuguese-speaking countries in regional
meetings. In order to reach a broader audience
of pesticide management experts, the video was
also screened at a side event on “Alternatives
to hazardous chemicals in SIDS (Small Island
Developing States) countries” during the
Conference of the Parties to the Rotterdam
Convention held in Geneva in May 2019.
17
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Testimonial from Lebanon
Using FAO tool Protect children
from pesticides! in the classroom
to raise awareness on the harmful
effects of pesticides and promote
protective equipment

©FAO/Paul Emuria

In Lebanon, Mr Fouad Wansa is the Head of the
Agricultural Center, an Extension Officer of the
Ministry of Agriculture in Marjeyoun, South Lebanon.
He also teaches 15–18-year-old students at the local
Technical Agriculture School.

Testimonial from Uganda
Partnering with farmers, schools
and government to protect
children and young workers from
pesticides in Uganda
In 2017, over 1 700 copies of the visual guide
Protect children from pesticides! were distributed
across Uganda to raise awareness in farming
communities. In August 2017, FAO Uganda met
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He found the Protect children from pesticides!
visual guide extremely useful: “This simple,
practical, clear and informative tool has helped
me transfer important information to my young
students. I will continue to use the guide,
implementing related activities to make learning
effective, interactive and pleasant, also in monthly
extension sessions with farmers.”
Mr Wansa participated in an extensive two-day FAO
training in 2017 on child labour and occupational
safety and health in agriculture with a special focus
on child protection. The sessions were conducted
across the seven Lebanese governorates, targeting
Ministry of Agriculture staff, child protection
workers and farmers.

“We have a growing number of farmers
open to reducing child involvement
in agricultural practices, with young
educated farmers fully respecting
protective measures and actively working
to reduce the harm caused by agricultural
labour – a great success.”

Ms Gertrude Badaru, the district agricultural officer
in Arua District (home to 252 250 South Sudanese
refugees, 61 percent of whom below 18 years of
age). She confirmed that unsafe use of pesticides
was a major problem in farming communities in
Arua and people were unaware of the dangers.
Following her participation in an FAO/ILO training
programme, Ms Badaru went on a radio talk
show to sensitize the public about the dangers
of pesticides. The feedback was overwhelming,
with listeners shocked at the potential dangers of
pesticides, especially to children. Consequently,
the Agriculture Department conducted more radio
talk shows to sensitize the public about the visual
guide and the dangers of pesticides to children,
targeting schools and farming communities.
Ms Badaru pledged to use her technical expertise
to train her fellow extension workers in Arua
District and to continue with public sensitization
programmes on occupational safety and health for
young workers and child labour.
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INTERNATIONAL LABOUR CONVENTIONS
Minimum Age Convention, 1973 (No. 138)
Worst Forms of Child Labour Convention, 1999 (No. 182)
Promotional Framework for Occupational Safety and Health Convention, 2006 (No. 187)
Occupational Safety and Health Convention, 1981 (No. 155)
Safety and Health in Agriculture Convention, 2001 (No. 184)

BIBLIOGRAPHY
Hard, D.L. & Myers, J.R. 2008. Fatal work‑related injuries in the agriculture production sector among
youth in the United States, 1992–2002. Journal of Agromedicine, 11(2) [online]. [Cited 5 November 2020].
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/abs/10.1300/J096v11n02_09
ILO. 2011. The impact of pesticide exposure on child labourers in agriculture [online]. Geneva.
[Cited 5 November 2020].
https://www.ilo.org/global/about-the-ilo/newsroom/features/WCMS_158425/lang--en/index.htm
ILO. 2018. Towards the urgent elimination of hazardous child labour [online]. Geneva.
[Cited 5 November 2020].
https://www.ilo.org/ipec/Informationresources/WCMS_IPEC_PUB_30315/lang--en/index.htm
ILO. 2020. Occupational Safety and Health (OSH) and hazardous work of children in agriculture
[online]. Geneva. [Cited 5 November 2020].
https://www.ilo.org/ipec/areas/Agriculture/WCMS_172349/lang--en/index.htm
Universidade Federal da Bahia (UFBA). 2012. Acidentes de trabalho devido à intoxicação por
agrotóxicos entre trabalhadores da agropecuária, 2000-2011. Boletim epidemiológico. (also available
at https://docs.wixstatic.com/ugd/303ec7_5035dd57edfc4ba0a1327caebc50c860.pdf).

19

This brochure was developed by
Nadia Correale and Jessie Fagan
with contributions made from
Christine Fuell, Ariane Genthon,
Bernd Seiffert, Lalaina Razafindrakoto,
Adriano Bolchini and editing done by
Ruth Duffy.

Contacts
Christine Fuell
Focal point for the
Rotterdam Convention Secretariat,
Plant Production and Protection
Division – Natural Resources and
Sustainable Production

End-Child-Labour@fao.org
Food and Agriculture Organization of
the United Nations
Rome, Italy

©Depositphotos.com/Tiago Lopes Fernandez

Focal point for the
Child Labour in Agriculture Prevention team,
Inclusive Rural Transformation and
Gender Equity Division – Economic and
Social Development

© FAO, 2021
CB3586EN/1/03.21

Bernd Seiffert

Cover photo: ©ILO

PIC@fao.org

