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MEETING PROCEEDINGS 

ITEM I. OPENING OF THE MEETING 

1. The Third Meeting of the Standing Committee on the Funding Strategy and Resource 

Mobilization (the Funding Committee) was opened by the Co-Chairs, Mr. Manrique Altavista 

(Argentina) and Ms. Katlyn Scholl (USA). The Funding Committee had elected Ms. Scholl to replace 

Mr. Alwin Kopse of Switzerland as Co-Chair, by electronic means, in advance of the meeting.    

2. The Co-Chairs welcomed the Members of the Committee, and active and silent observers, 

recalling that the Committee had agreed to hold its third meeting virtually, due to the COVID-19 

pandemic. The List of Participants is provided in Appendix 2 to these Proceedings.  

ITEM II. AGENDA AND TIMETABLE 

3. The Committee adopted its Agenda, as given in Appendix 1 of this document, and the 

Provisional Timetable set out in Appendix 1 of the document, SFC-3/20/2, Provisional Annotated 

Agenda and Timetable.  Upon consensus of the members of the Committee, the Co-Chairs accepted 

the proposal by Brazil to include a discussion on comments previously submitted on the Proceedings 

of SFC-2 , under Agenda item VI, Other Business. 

ITEM III.       RESOURCE MOBILIZATION 

4. The Co-Chairs welcomed the participation of a number of external experts and active 

observers from the European Union, FAO, the Global Crop Diversity Trust and an agribusiness 

research and analysis company, IHS Markit, all of whom were invited to give the Committee updates 

and information related to outreach for resource mobilization and the draft strategy to mobilize funds 

from food processing industries.  

Announcement by the European Union 

5. In a statement to the Committee, a representative from the Directorate General for 

International Partnerships from the European Union, Mr. Darrell Sexstone, expressed the EU’s 

continued appreciation for the International Treaty’s work to conserve invaluable natural resources, 

particularly in developing countries and centres of crop biodiversity.  

6. Mr. Sexstone informed the Committee of the European Union’s decision, contained in its 

Annual Action Plan 2020 for Food and Nutrition Security, to support, in principle, the Treaty’s 

Benefit-sharing Fund with a further grant of four million Euros and to also earmark a grant of three 

million Euros for continued support to the Global Crop Diversity Trust’s work with gene banks. The 

Co-Chairs welcomed the announcement and thanked the EU for their continued support to the 

Benefit-sharing Fund and the broader implementation of the Treaty. 

E 
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FAO’s new Private Sector Engagement Strategy 2021-2025 

7. Mr. Alexander Jones, the Director of FAO’s Resource Mobilization and Private Sector 

Partnerships Division gave a presentation on FAO’s new Private Sector Engagement Strategy 2021-

2025. The Committee thanked Mr. Jones for the insights provided on the new Strategy’s approach, 

modalities and the private sector consultations undertaken to inform its development. The Committee 

considered the insights as useful information in taking forward the Treaty’s own work on engaging 

with the Private Sector, including with the food processing industry.  

Opportunities for the Treaty in FAO’s preparatory work for GEF-8  

8. A representative from FAO’s GEF Unit in the Office of Climate Change, Biodiversity and 

Environment, Mr. Sameer Karki, gave a presentation on FAO’s preparatory work for the 8th Funding 

Cycle of the Global Environment Facility (GEF-8), noting that the Treaty Secretariat had been 

actively engaging in the process through the technical advisory group and the CBD Secretariat.  

9. He highlighted the importance of the Treaty and FAO working together to ensure strong 

visibility and contributions toward conserving  PGRFA by the GEF constituents, and noted several 

relevant entry points for doing so under the GEF’s new Private Sector Engagement Strategy. These 

entry points can include food systems, biodiversity mainstreaming and enabling activity support. 

10. The Co-Chairs encouraged the continued collaboration between FAO, a GEF Partner Agency, 

and the Treaty Secretariat and welcomed FAO’s proposed strong engagement with the Treaty in 

developing priority areas of work for GEF-8.  

11. They also welcomed the proposed initiatives of FAO to further raise the profile of the Treaty 

by working with other GEF agencies such as UNDP and UNEP, as well as the opportunities presented 

to create capacity, demand and actions from countries for designing and accessing innovative projects 

on PGRFA.  

Overview of the Food Processing Industry  

12. Mr. Paul Hughes, Chief Agricultural Economist & Director of Research, Agri-Business 

Intelligence, for IHS Markit provided the Committee with an overview of the Food Processing 

Industry along the supply chain and current major trends in consumer preferences regarding food 

products. He noted that in making a case for engaging with the sector, issues that were ultimately 

appealing to its consumers must be considered as well as the direct benefits to the food processing 

industry stakeholders themselves, such as better genetic materials for farmers. He highlighted the 

diversity of players across the food supply chain that make up the food processing industry, their 

different sizes, entity types, markets and consumers. He informed the Committee of a number of 

broad trends currently emerging in consumer preferences regarding food products that may be of 

relevance to the Treaty including sustainability, traceability of origin, third party certifications and 

plant based proteins.    

13. The Committee noted the importance of better understanding the landscape of the food 

processing industry, and food chain more generally, in order to develop tailored engagement strategies 

that were aligned and responsive to the interest areas of food processing industry actors.  

14. The Co-Chairs noted the opportunities to link the strategy to mobilize resources from the food 

processing industries by reaching the food processing industry through industry associations. This 

could include approaching platforms and networks that the Treaty has existing relationships with such 

as the International Coffee Council, the International Olive Council, the International 

Organisation of Vine and Wine, and seed sector platforms. 

Update on resource mobilization and outreach initiatives 

15. The Secretary provided an update to the Committee on a number of global initiatives that 

offer opportunities for leveraging and mobilizing resources for the Treaty. These include the new 

global biodiversity framework, the GEF-8 program, the COVID food systems measures and packages 

that countries are putting in place, the International Year of Fruit & Vegetables, and numerous joint 

initiatives with the Global Crop Diversity Trust.    
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16. Recalling Resolution 10/2019,1 the Crop Trust provided an update to the Committee on its 

resource mobilization and outreach work and on related joint initiatives with the Treaty Secretariat. 

Such initiatives include:  

 the development of an Emergency Reserve to enable rapid and immediate assistance to 

MLS collections;  

 development of initiatives to mobilize funds from innovative sources and mechanisms, 

including the on-going collaboration to the launch of a Food Security Bond;  

 a new global initiative in support of genebanks for capacity building, pre-breeding, seed 

system linkages and Svalbard back-ups;  

 Global Conservation Strategies; and, numerous joint communications and outreach 

activities, including a series of international panels, and collaborative outreach efforts in 

upcoming international forums, such as the UN Food Systems Summit and European 

Development Days.  

17. The Committee welcomed the expanded cooperation between the Treaty Secretariat and the 

Crop Trust, in particular in relation to joint fundraising, and thanked the Trust for the update on the 

launch of the Food Security Bond and other resource mobilization activities.  

18. Concerning the Emergency Reserve, the Secretariat recalled that since 2018, it had been 

exploring the possibility of establishing such a fund in consultation with the Crop Trust and with 

guidance from the Bureau. At its last meeting, the Bureau requested the Secretary to share the concept 

note for the Reserve with the Standing Committee. The Secretariat informed the Committee that the 

concept note is currently being developed jointly with the Crop Trust and that it will made available to 

the Committee once finalised.     

19. The Co-Chairs thanked the external experts, active observers and Secretariat for their updates 

and presentations and invited members of the Committee to share any developments taking place in 

their own countries or regions, that may be of interest to the Committee. The Co-Chair, Mr. Altavista, 

shared an update on the developments taking place in his Region in preparation for the GEF-8 

program, and the resulting opportunities arising for the Treaty. Brazil informed the Committee that a 

national fund had been created for the centralization and redistribution of benefits arising from the use 

of genetic resources and associated traditional knowledge, for actions focused on research, 

development and conservation of genetic resources and the protection of traditional knowledge. The 

fund was established as part of Brazil’s 2015 “Biodiversity Bill”, which regulates access to genetic 

resources, protection of traditional knowledge and monetary and non-monetary benefit sharing. While 

the bill came into force some years ago, the management structure of the fund and the creation of the 

fund account were only recently finalized.   

Draft Skeleton Outline of the strategy to mobilize resources from the food processing industries 

20. The Committee discussed the draft skeleton outline of the strategy to mobilize resources from 

the food processing industries, the comments received by Committee members in advance of the 

meeting, and additional comments raised during its meeting.   

21. The Committee requested the Secretariat to continue to develop the draft skeleton outline of 

the strategy based on the discussions and comments received and present it at a virtual check-point 

prior to SFC-4 for the Committee’s further consideration. A final draft, incorporating any further 

comments received would be prepared for the Committee’s finalisation at its fourth meeting.     

22. In developing the strategy further, the Committee requested the Secretariat to invite input 

from external experts, including through collaborating with the Crop Trust, to provide a deeper 

understanding of the food processing industry along the food chain and the Treaty’s value proposition.  

                                                           

1 Resolution 10/2019, paragraph 8: The Governing Body: Recommends that the Crop Trust continue expanding cooperation 

with the International Treaty on resource mobilization, in particular on joint fundraising activities with the Secretary, and 

encourages donors to consider initiatives, projects and programmes that are jointly designed and implemented by the Crop 

Trust and the Secretary; 
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23. The Committee discussed the scope of the strategy and agreed that it should not  be limited to 

only mobilizing financial resources for the Benefit-sharing Fund, in light of the broad benefit sharing 

provisions within the text of Article 13.6 of the Treaty, and thus could also consider opportunities for 

engaging the private sector to support other aspects of the Multilateral System and broader 

implementation of the Treaty. It also noted that while mobilizing financial resources should be the 

ultimate objective, it would be important to explore engagement with the sector beyond financial 

contributions, as part of the strategy.    

24. The Committee noted that the Treaty’s work on engaging with the private sector could serve 

as a useful example of a model for private sector engagement in the implementation of the FAO 

Strategy on Mainstreaming Biodiversity across the Food and Agriculture sector.  

25. The Committee noted that the introductory text of the Strategy and objective should relate 

back to Article 13.6 and that further discussion may be needed by the Committee, and in the 

Governing Body, on the interpretation its provisions.  

26. The Committee also noted that the strategy should include an implementation, monitoring and 

evaluation plan, which could be provided as aseparate information document, as it may be difficult to 

reach an agreement on both the strategy and implementation matters together in such a short time 

frame.  It was also acknowledged that the implementation issues would be informed by the strategy, 

and could be updated over time. It was noted that such a plan should identify the roles and 

responsibilities of the actors for the strategy’s implementation, and that related text could also be 

included in the broader strategy document.  

27. The Committee agreed that the Strategy should, in principle, take into account FAO's new 

private sector engagement strategy, while recognising the specificity of the Treaty’s objectives and 

provisions. However, that clarity should be provided on the possible implications of engaging with the 

private sector that the Treaty may need to be cogniscent of.  

ITEM IV. BENEFIT-SHARING FUND OPERATIONS 

Monitoring, Evaluation and Learning (MEL) Framework of the Benefit-sharing Fund 

28. The Secretariat presented the document, Draft Monitoring, Evaluation and Learning (MEL) 

Framework of the Benefit-sharing Fund, and acknowledged the inputs provided by the Global Crop 

Diversity Trust to its development.   

29. The Committee thanked the Secretariat for preparing the draft MEL framework, noting that it 

was a good basis for continuing to develop it further and requested the Secretariat to provide a further 

developed framework to the Committee at its fourth meeting. It requested that, in doing so, it consider 

the recommendations emerging from the independent evaluation of the Third Cycle of the Benefit-

sharing Fund.  

Options for BSF-5 

30. The Secretariat presented a range of possible options for the Committee’s consideration for 

the design of the fifth project cycle of the Benefit-sharing Fund, as set out in the document, Options 

Paper for BSF-5 and invited the Committee to provide its guidance.   

31. Related to the options for designing the funding allocation, the Committee expressed 

preference for advancing options B1 and B2, and possibly option A. It noted that some questions 

remained on options C and D about how these would work in practice, and that they may require 

further discussion. The Committee further agreed that the options to be explored further should 

consider how projects funded could leverage further resources available at national or regional levels. 

32. The Committee noted the importance of taking into consideration the relevant 

recommendations of the independent evaluation of BSF-3, as well as considerations related to 

recovery from the impacts of COVID-19, in preparation for BSF-5. 

33. The Committee requested the Secretariat to prepare a first draft  of the BSF-5 program, based 

on the guidance provided and preferences expressed, for discussion at the its fourth meeting. 
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34. Committee members agreed to support the Secretariat, as appropriate, on outreach and 

resource mobilization for BSF-5, including at the UN Food Systems Summit. It noted, given the 

crowded and competing agenda of the Summit, that there was an opportunity for greater impact if 

outreach and visibility was part of the broader agrobiodiversity agenda.    

35. The Committee also requested the Secretariat to consult partners and relevant units within 

FAO on further opportunities for supporting the implementation of BSF-5, and update the Committee 

at its fourth meeting.  

ITEM V. FUTURE WORK OF THE FUNDING COMMITTEE 

36. The Co-Chairs noted that the agenda of the SFC-4 will follow the three focus areas of the 

operational plan of: Resource Mobilization; Benefit-sharing Fund Operations; and, Monitoring and 

Review to enable the Committee to take forward its planned work for the biennium. They also noted 

that a key output of the meeting will be the finalisation of the Committee’s report to GB-9.     

37. The Committee requested the Secretariat to make arrangements for a virtual checkpoint prior 

to its fourth meeting for the Committee to consider and provide comments on the further developed 

draft strategy to mobilize funds from food processing industries.  

38. The Committee agreed to delay the date of the SFC-4 meeting from April to June or July, due 

to the heavy workload and short timeframe between the Committee’s third and fourth meetings. The 

Co-Chairs agreed to work with the Secretariat and consult the international events calendar to identify 

a suitable date.  

39. The Co-Chairs confirmed that, given the prevailing constraints resulting from the COVID-19 

pandemic, the Committee’s fourth meeting would be held virtually, unless there were any significant 

changes. An updated timeline will, in due course, be provided to the Committee after consultation 

between the Co-Chairs and Secretariat.  

ITEM VI.    OTHER BUSINESS  

40. The Co-Chairs informed the Committee that a minor amendment to the BSF-4 dates in the 

Operational Plan had been proposed by the Secretariat following the analysis undertaken on the 

impact of COVID-19 on portfolio implementation, which indicated a delayed timeframe for some 

BSF-4 projects.  

41. The Co-Chairs noted no objections to the proposed adjustment of the concluding dates to the 

BSF-4 program from 2023 to 2025, and requested the Secretariat to reflect this in the Operational Plan 

accordingly.   

42. The Committee discussed the observation of Brazil regarding the discrepancy in language of 

Article 13.4 of the Treaty, as reflected in paragraph 29k of Resolution 3/2019. The Committee agreed 

to resolve the matter by making a recommendation to the Ninth Session of the Governing Body to 

consider updating the reference, as appropriate, to reflect the exact language of Article 13.4 of the 

Treaty.  

ITEM VII. PROCEEDINGS OF THE MEETING 

43. The Co-Chairs expressed their appreciation for the constructive contributions of the members 

at its third meeting and thanked the external experts, active and silent Observers for their 

participation, and for the efforts made by the Secretariat in preparing for the meeting.  

44. These Meeting Proceedings contain the summary of the Committee’s discussions at its third 

meeting. The final version incorporates any comments which members may have subsequently 

provided electronically. 
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Appendix 1 

INTERNATIONAL TREATY ON PLANT GENETIC RESOURCES 

FOR FOOD AND AGRICULTURE 

THIRD MEETING OF THE STANDING COMMITTEE ON THE 

FUNDING STRATEGY AND RESOURCE MOBILIZATION 

23 – 26 February 2021 

DRAFT PROVISIONAL AGENDA 

 

 

1. Opening of the meeting  

 

2. Agenda and timetable 

 

3. Resource Mobilization 

a) Outreach for resource mobilization 

b) Draft outline of strategy to mobilize funds from food processing industries  

 

4. Benefit-sharing Fund Operations  

a) Monitoring Evaluation and Learning (MEL) Framework 

b) BSF-5 options paper 

c) Guidance provided on outreach initiatives for resource mobilization for BSF-5 

 

5. Future work of the Committee  

 

6. Other business  

 

7. Meeting proceedings  
 

  



IT/GB-9/SFC-3/21/Proceedings 7 
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SFC-3  

23 – 26 February 2021 

MEMBERS 

 

ASIA Ms Puji LESTARI  
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Indonesian Center for Agricultural Biotechnology and 

Genetic Resources Research and Development  
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Email: plestari129@yahoo.com 

inahargun@gmail.com 

kslitbang@gmail.com 

  

 

 Ms Yoshiko MOTOYAMA  

Deputy Director  

Global Environment Division  

International Cooperation Bureau  

Ministry of Foreign Affairs  

2-2-1 Kasumigaseki,  

Chiyoda-ku, Tokyo 100-8919, Japan 

Phone: +81 3 5501 8245  

Fax: +81 3 5501 8244  

Email: yoshiko.motoyama@mofa.go.jp 

  

 

 Mr Muhammad SUHAIL MUHAMMAD 

Agriculture Attache Office 

Embassy of Malaysia 
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 T:  +39 06 841 5764 
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Email: suhail@mafi.gov.my 
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Special Envoy for International Sustainable Agriculture 

Federal Department of Economic Affairs, 
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Federal Office for Agriculture FOAG 

International Affairs, Sustainable Development, Food 

Systems 
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Switzerland  
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Mobile: +41 79 211 61 32  
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 Ms Imke THORMANN 
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