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performance of the 2020 cropping season through 
telephone and electronic communication means. The 
European Union, through the FAO Representation in 
South Sudan, �nancially supported all assessments 
and training�activities. 

The 2020 CFSAM followed a year-long roadmap. 
However, insecurity, still prevailing in some areas 
constrained the full execution of the initial plan and 
�eldwork activities were carried out only in accessible 
areas. Overall, 22 assessment missions at harvest time 
were conducted in Western, Central and Eastern 
Equatoria, Northern Bahr-el-Ghazal, Lakes, Warrap, 
Upper Nile, Jonglei and Western Bahr-el-Ghazal states. 
However, the coverage is not representative of all 
the counties and livelihood zones in each State. As in 
the past years, in Unity State and in parts of Jonglei, 
Central, Eastern and Western Equatoria states, access 
by the Task Force Team has been precluded. 

In all visited areas, concerns over security precluded 
to conduct driving transects and yield assessments 

An FAO/WFP Crop and Food Security Assessment 
Mission (CFSAM) conducted an analysis from 
7 to 16�December 2020 to estimate the cereal 
production in South Sudan during 2020, based on 
a review of data and information collected by the 
Ministry of Agriculture and Food Security (MAFS). 
The Mission also reviewed secondary data from a 
variety of sources in order to produce an overview 
of the overall food security situation in the country. 
Due to COVID-19‑related travel restrictions, the 
analysis was performed remotely through several 
video‑conferences with relevant staff of the FAO 
Of�ce in South�Sudan. The CFSAM reviewed the 
�ndings of several Crop Assessment Missions 
conducted at harvest time from August, following 
the removal of COVID‑19‑related travel restrictions, 
to December�2020, in different agro‑ecological 
zones of the country. 

All missions were carried out by an agricultural Task 
Force Team that comprised staff from the MAFS, 
the National Bureau of Statistics (NBS), FAO and the 
respective State Ministries of Agriculture, abiding 
to health protocols for the protection from the 
COVID-19 pandemic. The Task Force Team members 
were trained during the past years to conduct rapid 
assessments using established CFSAM instruments, 
protocols and techniques, including walking 
transects, assessing yields of standing crops and 
livestock body condition according to the Pictorial 
Evaluation Tool (PET), and to perform key informant 
interviews and farmer case studies. Since 2016, 
64 County Crop Monitoring Committees (CCMCs) 
have been established1 with the aim to improve the 
local capacity to collect reliable and accurate data. 
When travel restrictions were in place, the CCMC 
networks provided timely updates and reports on the 

1  In the framework of the concluded FAO/AFIS Project and the ongoing FAO-European Union Project �Strengthening the resilience 
of pastoral and agro-pastoral communities in South Sudan�s cross border areas with the Sudan, Ethiopia, Kenya and Uganda� 
(OSRO/SSD/703/EU).
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organized violence at sub-national level increased in 
2020, resulting in deaths, displacements, destruction 
and looting, especially in Jonglei State and the 
neighbouring Pibor Administrative Area. In addition, 
severe �oods between July and October 2020 
caused large scale displacement of people and cattle, 
particularly in the low-lying �ood-prone areas of the 
country. An estimated 504 000 people across the 
country were displaced.2

 
According to the NBS, the country�s population for 
mid-2020 was estimated at 11.81 million. Given 
the implicit annual increment of 3 percent, as 
suggested by the NBS, the population for mid-2021 
is estimated at 12.17 million.

Macro-economic situation 
and impact of the COVID-19 
pandemic on the economy
The �rst positive COVID-19 case in the country 
was reported on 5 April 2020 and, by end-2020, 
about 3 500 cases were con�rmed. However, the 

Population and population 
movements
Since the con�ict started in December 2013, 
population size and geographical distribution have 
signi�cantly changed. According to the International 
Organization for Migration (IOM) and the United 
Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR), 
as of December 2020, over 3.8 million people had 
been forced to �ee their homes due to insecurity, 
including 1.62 million IDPs and 2.19 million people 
that �ed into neighbouring countries (Uganda, 
the Sudan, the Democratic Republic of the Congo, 
Ethiopia and Kenya).

Displacements, which increased in the second half 
of 2016 and in 2017 following the spread of the 
con�ict across the country, have declined signi�cantly 
since 2018. The population sheltering inside the 
United Nations Mission in South Sudan (UNMISS) 
Protection of Civilians (PoC) sites has almost halved 
in recent years and, in December 2020, it was 
estimated at about 125 000 people. According 
to UNHCR, about 100 000 and 122�000 refugees 
returned to the country from abroad in 2019 and 
2020, respectively, while, according to IOM, 310�000 
displaced people returned to their places of origin 
in 2019 and 175 000 people between January and 
September 2020. The slight decline in national 
con�ict-related displacements and the returnee 
in�ux followed an improvement of the security 
situation after the signing in September 2018 of 
the Revitalized Agreement on the Resolution of the 
Con�ict in South Sudan (R-ARCSS), which led to the 
formation of a Transitional Government of National 
Unity (TGoNU) in February 2020. The armed con�ict 
between State security forces and opposition armed 
groups was limited to a small number of areas in 
the Greater Equatoria Region. However, episodes of 

2  OCHA Flooding Situation Report, 31 January 2021.




















































