
	
	

First	PPR	Roadmap	meeting	for	the	formulation	of	a	Regional	Approach	to	the	
control	and	Eradication	of	PPR	in	the	SAARC	region	

	
Nagarkot,	Nepal,	11-14	April	2016 

	

 
	

FINAL	COMMUNIQUE	



BACKGROUND 
Small ruminants represent a significant part of the world livestock sector, particularly in developing 
countries, where they play an essential role in livelihood and food security. One of the main factors 
limiting the growth of sustainable small ruminant production in many parts of the world is the 
presence of infectious diseases such as Peste des Petits Ruminants (PPR), a disease that causes high 
morbidity and mortality. In infected countries where the disease is endemic, PPR affects livelihoods, 
food security and economic activity, including trade, well beyond the people who own and farm sheep 
and goats. The control and eventual eradication of the disease would bring about a major positive 
impact on improved small ruminant health and human livelihoods. 
The Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations (FAO) and the World Organisation for 
Animal Health (OIE), in collaboration with the Government of the Republic of Côte d’Ivoire, 
organised in Abidjan (31 March to 2 April, 2015) an International Conference for the Control and 
Eradication of PPR. This Conference, which brought together experts, scientists, Ministers, Directors 
of Veterinary Services and Directors of Veterinary diagnostic laboratories from affected and at-risk 
countries, as well as technical and financial development partners, led to the adoption of the Global 
Strategy for the Control and Eradication of PPR (GCES). 
The GCES engages Regional Economic Communities and their respective countries in the 
organisation of Regional Roadmap meetings to harmonise and synchronise the implementation of the 
Strategy in all affected countries. 
In collaboration with the South Asian Association for Regional Cooperation (SAARC) Secretariat, 
the government of Nepal, FAO and OIE organised the first PPR Roadmap Meeting for the region, in 
Nagarkot, Nepal from 11 – 12 April 2016. 
 
The SAARC region holds the highest concentration of domestic animals in the world. Livestock 
sector contribution to South Asia’s Agriculture GDP stand at 30 percent. The small ruminant 
population was estimated to be 471 million in 2010. The SAARC Chief Veterinary Officers (CVOs) 
Forum was established in 2008 to promote regional cooperation on prevention of Trans-boundary 
Animal Diseases (TADs). The 2nd meeting of the SAARC CVOs Forum (March, 2009) identified 
three priority TADs such as PPR, HPAI and FMD. In 2013, the CVOs forum adopted the SARRC 
Progressive Control Pathway for PPR (PC-PPR) 2014-2023 Roadmap. During their 2015 meeting 
held in Bangkok, the CVOs recommended to align their PC-PPR Roadmap with the GCES. Within 
the region, three regional lead laboratories have been established including a PPR lead laboratory in 
Bangladesh. 
PPR is endemic in most of the SAARC countries. Out of the 8 SAARC countries, only Sri Lanka has 
never reported PPR outbreaks.  
The SAARC PPR Roadmap meeting brought together CVOs, laboratory and epidemiologists from 
Afghanistan, Bangladesh, Bhutan, Maldives, Nepal, Pakistan, and Sri Lanka as well as 
representatives from the SAARC Secretariat, FAO and OIE. List of participants is attached in Annex 
2. 
The objectives for the PPR Roadmap Meeting are to:  

1. present the GCES and its tools in a detailed manner;  
2. conduct a first assessment of countries’ situation regarding PPR and the capacity of Veterinary 

Services to control it in this region; 
3. identify other small ruminant diseases that could be controlled together with PPR;   
4. set up the Governance structure to oversee the implementation of PPR control activities in the 

region;  
5. align the existing regional roadmap for the SAARC region and to obtain countries’ 

engagement for its implementation. 



Following fruitful discussions, the participants in the Roadmap Meeting agreed on the following: 
 

1. Alignment of existing regional and national PPR control strategy with the GCES 
	
Considering the recommendation adopted during the 2015 CVOs forum meeting to align the SAARC 
PC-PPR Roadmap with the GCES and noting that few countries have developed a national PPR 
control strategy, the meeting recommends to: 
 

• SAARC Secretariat with the support of SARRC Member States, FAO and OIE to take 
necessary action to align the PC-PPR Roadmap with the GCES; 

• Countries to commit to the PPR control and eradication stepwise approach and develop their 
national PPR control and eradication strategy and programme using the appropriate template 
by end of 2016. 

 
2. Assessment of the PPR situation 

 
Considering that the implementation of the PPR control and eradication stepwise approach requires 
a clear understanding of the PPR situation and noting that SARRC countries present in the meeting 
are all at provisional stage 1 except Pakistan, the meeting recommends to: 

• Countries to carry out an assessment using the PPR Monitoring and Assessment Tool 
(PMAT), which will contribute to a deep understanding of current country capacities with 
regard to laboratory, surveillance, prevention and control, legal framework and stakeholders 
involvement. This in turn will facilitate the field assessments necessary to identify PPR risk 
areas and practices along the value chains that may contribute to PPR introduction and/or 
spread; 

• Countries at Stage 2 to conduct also a self-assessment using the PMAT to ensure the 
effectiveness of their control measures. 

 
3. PPR Vaccination 

 
Considering that vaccination (using quality certified vaccines in compliance with OIE standards) 
remains the main tool to control PPR outbreaks and noting the absence of an independent regional 
certification body (such as the African Union-Pan African Veterinary Vaccine Center AU-PANVAC 
for Africa) within the SARRC region, the meeting recommends to: 

• Countries to adopt a risk-based vaccination aiming at reaching at least 70% immunity of the 
herds in hotspot areas; 

• SAARC Secretariat to explore the possibility to establish a regional certification body with 
the support of FAO and OIE. Until this facility is established, countries are advised to quality 
certified their vaccines in OIE/FAO certified laboratory. 

 
4. Strengthening PPR laboratory diagnostic capacity 

 
Considering that effective diagnostic laboratory capacity is an important tool to early detect and 
control PPR and noting that out of the 8 SAARC countries 6 are conducting PPR laboratory 
diagnostic, the meeting recommends to: 

• Bangladesh in collaboration with SAARC and other Member States to strengthen the regional 
lead laboratory (in Bangladesh) for PPR diagnosis for possible becoming FAO/OIE Reference 
Laboratory.  



• FAO and OIE in collaboration with SAARC to develop a regional PPR Proficiency Test (PT) 
as means to assess the participating laboratories capabilities in PPR diagnosis; to provide 
reliable indicators for assessing national laboratory capability for PPR diagnosis and obtain 
necessary feedback to better design future training courses and technical support from partners 
including the OIE/FAO Reference Laboratories. 

• SAARC Member States to enhance laboratory networking to facilitate harmonization of 
techniques and information sharing at regional level. 

 
5. Lessons learned 

 
The meeting recommends to SARRC in close collaboration with Member countries, FAO and OIE 
to compile lessons learned on surveillance, risk assessment and vaccination experience to increase 
the efficiency of their control and eradication efforts. 
 

6. Stakeholders engagement 
 

Considering that stakeholders’ engagement is essential for the success of the GCES implementation, 
the meeting encourages countries to establish regular communication mechanism with stakeholders 
and develop awareness materials and training programme.  
 
The Participants of the PPR Roadmap meeting agreed: 
 

1. The attached provisional PPR Stage Progression 2016 – 2030 as the regional Roadmap of 
South Asia to achieve eradication of PPR by 2030 (see Annex 1); The PPR Stages agreed for 
2016 shall serve as the provisional baseline situation. 
 

2. To establish a Regional Advisory Group (RAG) as follows:  

• RAG elected voting members include the following: 
 

- Chair: CVO Pakistan 
- Vice-chair: CVO Nepal 
- Vice-chair: CVO Bangladesh. 

 
The two additional voting members: Coordinator of the Regional Epidemiology Network 
and Coordinator of the Regional Laboratory Network will be appointed as soon as 
possible. 
 

• RAG non-voting members include the following: 
 
- Regional Organization: SAARC 
- FAO and OIE regional representative to be designated by end of May 2016. 

 
 



Annex 1 
PPR	Stages	progression	2016	–	2030	in	SAARC	Countries		

 
Countries 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 2024 2025 2026 2027 2028 2029 2030 

Afghanistan 1 2  3      4  Free 
status   Status 

free 

Bangladesh 1   2    3    4 Free 
status  Status 

free 

Bhutan 1 2  3 4 Free 
status         Status 

free 

India               Status 
free 

Maldives 1  2  3   4 
Free 
statu

s 
     Status 

free 

Nepal 1  2    3    4 4 Free 
status   

Pakistan 
 2    3     4   Free 

status  Status 
free 

Sri Lanka 1   4  Free 
status         Status 

free 
 
Comment: 
The PPR Stage indicated for 2016 are the one agreed during the Nagarkot meeting (point of departure into the step–wise GCES approach) 
Average time for each PPR stage: 

Stage 1 minimum 12 months and up to 3 years 
Stage 2 3 years (from 2 to 5 years) 
Stage 3 3 years (from 2 to 5 years) 
Stage 4 24 months and up to 3 years 
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AFGHANISTAN 
Dr Jahangir Miakhail 
DG for Animal Health & Productions 
Ministry of Agri, Irrigation and Livestock (MAIL) 
Mobile: +93 77 28 90 602 & 0788 888 049  
The Islamic Republic of Afghanistan  
Email: jahangir.miakhail@mail.gov.af  
 
Mr Mohammad Omer Farid 
Member of Virology and Serology Section 
Central Veterinary Diagnostic Research Laboratory 
(CVDRL), Kabul, Afghanistan 
Mob:+93-772 828 131 
Email: dvm_omar@yahoo.com 
 
Mr Mohd Khalid Shahiwal 
Outbreak Investigation Officer 
Duralman Kabul, Afghanistan 
Mobile:+93-799 498 354 
Email: kshaiwal@yahoo.com 
 
BANGLADESH 
Dr H.B.M. Golam Mahmud 
Director, Livestock Research Institute-LRI 
Department of Livestock Services 
CVO, Bangladesh 
Email: gmahmud82@gmail.com 
 
Dr Md. Nasir Uddin 
Senior Scientific Officer 
Livestock Research Institute-LRI 
Department of Livestock Services 
Mohakhali, Dhaka, Bangladesh 
Email:uddin.drnasir@gmail.com  
 
Dr Md. Abu Sufiun 
Additional District Livestock Officer 
Jessore, Attached: Epidemiology Unit 
Department of Livestock Services 
Mob: +88-01712024650 
Email: sufian04@yahoo.com  
 

BHUTAN 
 
Dr Tashi Samdup 
Director General,  
Department of Livestock (DOL),  
Ministry of Agriculture and Forests 
Email: tashi_samdup2001@yahoo.com 
 
Dr Karma Rinzin 
Chief Veterinary Officer,  
Animal Health Division 
Department of Livestock, Ministry of Agriculture 
and Forests, Thimphu, BHUTAN 
Tel: +975 2 322418  
Fax: +975 2 322094 
Email: rinzink@gmail.com  
 
Dr Karma Phuntsho 
Veterinary Officer, DVH,  
Department of Livestock,  
Ministry of Agriculture and Forests,  
Thimphu, BHUTAN 
Email: jamphuntso@hotmail.com  
MALDIVES 
Dr Sarath Priyantha 
Veterinarian, Veterinary Unit,  
Plant and Animal Helath Division  
Ministry of fisheries and Agriculture  
Republic of Maldives 
Tel:+960 333 9206 
Email: sarath.priyantha@fishagri.gov.mv 
 
Mr Hamid Ibrahim Fulhu 
Project Coordinator 
Plant and Animal Helath Division  
Ministry of fisheries and Agriculture  
Republic of Maldives 
Tel:+960 333 9208 
Email: hamidibrahim.fulhu@fishagri.gov.mv 
 



NEPAL 
Dr Keshav Prasad  Premy 
Director General/SAARC-CVO 
Department of Livestock Services 
Harihar Bhavan, Kathmandu, Nepal 
Tel: +977-1-5522056  
Mob: +977-9841334018 
Email: premy_np@yahoo.com  
 
Dr Samjhana Kumari Kafle Pandey  
Chief Veterinary Officer,  
Central Veterinary Laboratory,  
Tripureshwor, Kathmandu-Nepal 
Mob:+977-98512 02027 
Email: samjhanapandey2015@gmail.com 
 
Dr  Mukul Upadhyaya 
Senior Veterinary Officer,  
Veterinary Epidemiology Center,  
Department of Livestock Services 
Tripureshwor, Kathmandu-Nepal 
Email: u_mukul@yahoo.com  
 
Dr Vijay Chandra Jha 
Program Director 
Animal Health Directorate (AHD),  
Department of Livestock Services 
Tripureshwor, Kathmandu-Nepal 
Email: jhavc@hotmail.com  
 
PAKISTAN 
Dr. Qurban Ali 
Animal Husbandry Commissioner/ CVO 
Ministry of National Food Security & Research, 
Islamabad-Pakistan  
Tel: 92 51 9255108 Mob: 92 0300 5033710  
Email: drqurban@yahoo.com 
 
Dr Muhammad Abubakar 
Scientific Officer 
National Veterinary Laboratories 
Park Road, Islamabad, Pakistan 
Tel: +92-51-9255108 Mob:+92 3455126989 
Email: mabnvl@gmail.com 
 
SRI LANKA 
Dr. T A C Tiskumara 
Director General (OIE Delegate) 
Dept. of Animal Production & Health, 
Getambe, Peradeniya, Sri Lanka 
Tel:+ 94-81-2388195 
Email: dgdaph@sltnet.lk 

Dr S K S Rathnasiri 
Veterinary Investigation Officer - Homagama 
Veterinary Investigation Center, 
Dept. of Animal Production & Health, 
High Level Rd, Homagama, Sri Lanka 
Tel: +94-71-4477695 
Email: vic_homagama2@yahoo.com 
 
Dr H M T K Rathnayake 
Director, Veterinary Regulatory Affairs 
Dept. of Animal Production & Health, 
Getambe, Peradeniya, Sri Lanka 
Tel:+94-81-2386342 
Email: thilakaratnayake@gmail.com 
 
SAARC SECRETARIAT 
Dr MJH Jabed 
Director, Agriculture, Rural Development and 
Food Security, SAARC Secretariat 
Tel: +977-1-4221784 /785 (ext.234) 
Email: dirban@saarc-sec.org 
 
Dr Md. Rejaul Karim  
Desk Officer, Division of Agriculture, Rural 
Development and Food Security,  
SAARC Secretariat 
Tel: +977-1-4221784 /85 (ext.234) 
Email: rejaul@saarc-sec.org 
 
Dr Md. Nure Alam Siddiky 
Senior Programme Officer-Livestock 
SAARC Agricultural Center-SAC 
BARC Complex, Farmgate, Dhaka 
Email: nasiddiky.saarc@gmail.com  
 
FAO 
Dr Felix Njeumi 
PPR Secretariat at FAO HQs  
FAO Coordinador 
Add: Viale delle Terme di Callacara,  
Rome 00153 Italy 
Email: Felix.Njeumi@fao.org 
 
Dr Eran Raizman 
Head of EMPRES, AGAH, FAO HQs 
Add: Viale delle Terme di Callacara,  
Rome 00153 Italy 
Email: Eran.Raizman@fao.org 
 
Dr Bouna Diop 
Head, PPR Secretariat FAO HQs 
Add: Viale delle Terme di Callacara,  
Rome 00153 Italy 
Email: Bouna.Diop@fao.org 

  



Dr Mohinder Oberoi 
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Email: mohinder.oberoi@gmail.com 
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FAO ECTAD RAP 
39 Phra Athit Road, Bangkok 10200 Thailand 
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National Project Director,  
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Tel: +977-1-5535 312 EXT 107 
Mob: +977-98511 06203 
Email:  Baikuntha.Parajuli@Fao.Org  
 
Dr Fusheng Guo 
Team Leader, FAO ECTAD China 
Email: Fusheng.Guo@fao.org 
 
Dr  Muhammad Afzal 
Project Coordinator (GCP/PAK/127/USA) 
Progressive Control of Peste des Petits Ruminants 
(PPR) in Pakistan 
Mob: 0346-8544161  Tel: +92519255890            
Email: muhammadimam.afzal@fao.org 
OIE- 
Dr David Sherman 
Chargé de mission - Regional Activities Department, 
Coordinator – Veterinary Legislation Support 
Programme 
Tel: +33-1 44 15 19 10 
Email: d.sherman@oie.int     
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Tel: +33 631605855, +32 22118341  
Email: n.leboucq@oie.int; nadjleb@yahoo.fr 
 
Dr Jean Jacques Soula  
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OIE Coordinador 
Mob: +33.6.73.78.73.44 
Email: jj.soula@oie.int 
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OIE Regional Representation for Asia and the Pacific 
(RRAP), Tokoyo 
Email: y.aoyama@oie.int; rr.asiapacific@oie.int 

RSU-SAARC/FAO 
Dr Santanu Bandyopadhyay 
RSU Coordinador, RSU-SAAR, FAO NEPAL 
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Mob: +977-98010-20239, 9841362284 
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