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Overview 
In 2014, the International Poplar Commission of the United Nations Food and Agriculture 
Organization (FAO) revised and updated the FAO book “Poplars and Willows”2, first published in 
1980, which was out of date and out of print. The revised book featured a worldwide overview of 
poplars and willows including a guide to the basic characteristics, cultivation, use, challenges and 
current trends. Chapters are included on taxonomy, ecology and physiology, genetics, silviculture, 
environmental applications, abiotic stresses, pests and diseases, wood properties and utilization, 
markets, rural livelihoods and sustainable development. During preparation of the book, the editors 
made an appeal to all IPC members to provide digital photographs to help illustrate and educate the 
readers about each subject matter in the book. There was an overwhelming worldwide response to 
this appeal resulting in hundreds of quality photographs being submitted for consideration. The 
photographs offered included photos from the early days and people on the history of the IPC. 
Unfortunately, there were more photos offered than could possibly be published in the book due 
space and cost limitations. Ultimately, only 178 colour and 378 black and white photographs were 
eventually selected for publication. The remaining photographs, with captions, are now available 
here in a web-based Photo Gallery. 
 

Goals & Objectives 
The goals and objective of the Photo Gallery are to provide decision makers, policy makers and 
educators in forestry, agriculture and environmental agencies, all members of the IPC and their 
working parties, worldwide access to photographs for illustration and guidance on important poplar 
and willow topics. We also wanted to recognize the enormous effort made by all contributors and 
make these thousands of photographs publicly available.  

 
Methods 
The International Poplar Commission of the United Nations, Food and Agriculture Organization 
(FAO) website will provide easy and convenient access to these useful digital photos. Click here 
to access. 
 

  Outcomes & Deliverables 

The Photo Gallery is expected to serve as an encyclopedic reference for poplar and willow topics 
for foresters, ecologists, botanists, agronomists, environmental professionals and educators 
worldwide. Its focus is on rural livelihoods and rural development, providing supplemental materials 
to each chapter of the book.  These photos can be used by IPC Working Parties for knowledge 
transfer, outreach and extension, and by educators for teaching and other academic endeavors. 
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https://www.flickr.com/photos/faoforestry/collections/72157718082694983/
https://www.flickr.com/photos/faoforestry/collections/72157718082694983/
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For more information on the IPC please contact the IPC Secretariat: 
IPC-Secretariat@fao.org or Barb Thomas, WP6 Chair: bthomas@ualberta.ca  

 
http://www.fao.org/ipc/en/ 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

2Isebrands, J. G. & J. Richardson. 2014. Poplars and Willows: Trees for Society and the Environment. FAO and CABI Publishers.   

Reinhard (Reini) Stettler admires a native black 
cottonwood (Populus trichocarpa) stand in a 

riparian zone in Washington state in the Pacific 
Northwest of USA. 2011. 

 

Sharon Doty inspects Populus alba x P. 
grandidentata near Appleton, Wisconsin 

USA at arboretum founded by the late poplar 
breeder D. Einsphar. 2012. 

 

Brigit Ziegenhagen rests near old growth 
native Populus nigra (European black poplar) 

while leading an IPC field tour in central 
Germany. 2016. 
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