
Deep-Sea Fisheries (DSF) occur at great depths in the Areas Beyond National 
Jurisdiction (ABNJ) and constitute a small fraction of global fisheries; however, DSF are 
often highly valuable, generating up to USD 620 million annually. Interest in deep-sea 
species has led to concerns about their enhanced vulnerability as a result of increased 
fishing activities and the potential damage caused by bottom-contact fishing gears to 
fragile benthic ecosystems like coral reefs and sponge grounds. 
Although significant progress has been made in promoting sustainable DSF and 
protecting biodiversity in the ABNJ, the pace and scope of management measures 
and scientific understanding needs to be expanded, given the known vulnerability of 
deep-sea fish stocks, associated bycatch species and habitats. Greater international 
and consumer pressure, as well as raised awareness and readiness for action among 
stakeholders, are now creating favourable conditions for acting decisively in support 
of the implementation of relevant policy and legal frameworks that are strengthening 
spatial planning and control measures, including the improved protection of sensitive 
areas such as vulnerable marine ecosystems (VMEs).
The main objective of this project – one of four projects making up the Global 
Environment Facility-financed Program on Global Sustainable Fisheries Management 
and Biodiversity Conservation in ABNJ – was to achieve efficiency and sustainability       
in the use of deep-sea living resources and improving biodiversity conservation in the 
ABNJ. It aimed to achieve this through the systematic application of an ecosystem 
approach to: (i) improving sustainable management practices for DSF, taking into 
account the impacts on related ecosystems, (ii) improving the protection of VMEs 
and enhanced conservation and management of components of ecologically and 
biologically significant areas and (iii) testing area-based planning tools for deep-sea 
ecosystems. 

KEY FACTS
Contribution
USD 7 315 597 (FAO USD 4 900 597, 
UNEP USD 2 415 000) 

Duration
September 2014 – December 2021

Resource Partner
Global Environment Facility (GEF)

Partners
United Nations Environment Programme –
World Conservation Monitoring Centre, 
Deep-sea Regional Fisheries Management 
Organizations and Arrangements, Regional 
Sea Programmes, the Convention on 
Biological Diversity, and the International 
Union for Conservation of Nature

Beneficiaries
Deep-sea Regional Fisheries Management 
Organizations and Arrangements, 
Contracting Parties and Flag States, research 
institutions, other global and regional 
organizations dealing with deep-sea fisheries 
and biodiversity conservation

IMPROVING SUSTAINABILITY OF DEEP-SEA FISHERIES AND ECOSYSTEMS 

WHAT DID THE PROJECT DO?
The project focused on the following four key areas: (i) improving the implementation 
of existing policy and legal frameworks for sustainable fisheries and biodiversity 
conservation in the ABNJ, (ii) reducing adverse impacts on VMEs and enhanced 
conservation and management of components of ecologically and biologically 
significant areas, (iii) improving planning and adaptive management for DSF in ABNJ 
and (iv) developing and testing methods for area-based planning.
The strategy was to actively promote improved DSF management and biodiversity 
conservation through the application of an ecosystem approach, working directly 
with countries through regional fisheries management organizations and 
arrangements (RFMO/As), as well as with industry partners, Regional Sea Programmes
and other relevant stakeholders. The project was global in nature but focused its 
efforts on three pilot regions: the Southeast Atlantic, the Western Indian Ocean and 
the Southeast Pacific.

IMPACT
The project contributed significantly to better fisheries management, fostered progress 
on the sustainable use of deep-sea fish stocks and increased the protection of 
associated bycatch species and ecosystems in the ABNJ. It served to catalyse important 
transformational changes and practices in national, regional and international 
governance and operational aspects of DSF and their impact on biodiversity.
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Contact
Alejandro Anganuzzi (Budget Holder) 
Alejandro.Anganuzzi@fao.org
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Project Code
FAO: GCP/GLO/366/GFF
Donor: 4660

Project Title
Sustainable fisheries management and biodiversity 
conservation of deep-sea living marine resources and 
ecosystems in the Areas Beyond National Jurisdiction

ACTIVITIES
 Six national organizations and two regional organizations trained in 

implementing international policy and legal instruments relevant to DSF and 
biodiversity conservation.

 Eight countries (Angola, Comoros, Cook Islands, Mauritius, Namibia, 
Seychelles, South Africa and Thailand) and two regional organizations trained 
on the implementation of monitoring, control and surveillance requirements.

 Cooperation and knowledge-sharing between deep-sea RFMO/As in the north 
and south was strengthened, and collaboration between longer and more 
recently established RFMO/As was supported.

 Baseline review carried out on the implementation of ecosystem approach 
to fisheries management principles in the deep-sea RFMO/As, considering 
ecological, institutional and socio-economic components.

 Research and capacity-building activities carried out on orange roughy and 
alfonsino, two key bottom fisheries.

 Worldwide review of DSF and their status in 2016 completed. 

 New protocols developed to enable the deep-sea RFMO/As to conduct impact 
assessments on the marine biodiversity and ecosystems in potential VME sites.

 Contribution made to the establishment of 18 new VME sites, to protect 
vulnerable species, such as corals and sponges, from negative impacts caused 
by fishing.

 VME portal and database created and maintained in collaboration with 
RFMO/As, serving as a hub to document measures taken to manage bottom 
fisheries and to establish VMEs.

 Area-based planning tool identified, and a methodology for marine spatial 
planning in ABNJ developed and tested.

Partnerships and Outreach
For more information, please contact: Reporting@fao.org

Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations
Viale delle Terme di Caracalla

00153 Rome, Italy
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