
Key points

• The socio-political turmoil, insecurity and their impact on 
communities are still the main drivers of food insecurity in Mali, 
where the situation is exacerbated by the effects of the coronavirus 
disease 2019 (COVID-19) which continues to negatively affect 
households’ economic activities. 

• The Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations (FAO) 
continues to implement preventive and protective measures, such 
as awareness campaigns, hand washing stations and physical 
distancing in the context of the pandemic.

• Unusual population movements due to growing insecurity continue 
in the central and northern regions (Gao, Menaka, Mopti, Segou and 
Tombouctou). Moreover, disruptions to the movement of livestock 
is limiting access to pasture, particularly in these conflict-affected 
zones, where significant livestock losses are reported, affecting 
access to feed and production.

• To prevent the possible spread of desert locust in West Africa, 
FAO is working in close collaboration with Mali’s National Centre 
for Desert Locust Control to set up a monitoring and protection 
mechanism of crops and pastures, as well as to strengthen the 
national early warning system and the Centre’s capacities.

Planned response by December 2021

market-gardening | rice production | rehabilitate irrigated village areas | 
animal feed | deworming | vaccination campaigns | livestock restocking | 
rehabilitate pastoral wells | cash transfers | caisses de résilience activities | 
training on good agricultural practices | support to food supply chain 
small-scale businesses | local production of handwashing devices 
engaging women and youth | assessments on COVID-19 effects on food 
security and nutrition

Response to-date since January 2021

• Distributed COVID-19 prevention and protection equipment to 
beneficiary communities, including hand-washing devices along with 
soap and hydro-alcoholic gel, gloves and washable masks.

• Developed and disseminated posters on barrier gestures, food safety 
and hygiene posters, and farmer field schools in times of COVID-19.

In numbers

Providing urgent livelihood 
assistance to vulnerable 
households is essential to allow 
them to withstand multiple 
shocks – growing insecurity, 
social-economic crisis, climate 
hazards and negative effects 
of the pandemic – in order to 
prevent the worsening of their 
food security and nutrition.
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Mali

13 815 confirmed cases of 

COVID-19, including 481 deaths  

since the beginning of the pandemic

+358 210 internally displaced 

people (February 2021)

1.3 million people 

projected to be in acute food 

insecurity (June–August 2021) 

USD 14 million  

still required by December 2021
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Funding

FUNDING TO-DATE

USD 16 million 

FUNDING GAP

USD 14 million
46%

54%

Challenges facing food security and agriculture

In Mali, the effects of COVID-19 continue to adversely impact households’ 
economic activities, in a context already marked by a security crisis, and 
increased levels of food insecurity and malnutrition, which are of concern 
countrywide due to poor dietary practices, food shortages and the high 
prevalence of diseases, among other factors. In addition, persistent civil 
insecurity in the central and northern parts of Mali has disrupted socio-
economic activities leading to the decline in agricultural production, theft 
of livestock, crop damage and looting, and limited access to basic social 
services for vulnerable communities and to affected areas by humanitarian 
actors. 

Climatic hazards have triggered population displacements, disrupted 
livelihoods and exacerbated households’ vulnerabilities. The impact of 
recent floods has led to crop losses and the destruction of productive 
assets and equipment, particularly in Tombouctou where severe flooding 
washed away extensive areas of cultivated land, causing the majority of 
households’ to lose their entire production. 

Unusual population displacements due to insecurity and increased 
intercommunity conflict, environmental hazards, reduced incomes and 
declining economic activities due to COVID-19, are severely affecting 
agriculture-based livelihoods throughout the country. In an already 
fragile context, which is exacerbated by the effects of the pandemic, it is 
essential to provide timely agricultural and livestock production support to 
vulnerable farmers and pastoralists to protect their livelihoods and prevent 
the further deterioration of their food security and nutrition. 

Resource partners
The Government of Canada, the Central 

Emergency Response Fund, the Special Fund 

for Emergency and Rehabilitation Activities, 

the United Nations Peacebuilding Fund and the 

United Nations Multidimensional Integrated 

Stabilization Mission in Mali

to assist 

900 000 people

FAO requires 

USD 30 million  

by December 2021 

Projected acute food insecurity situation (June–August 2021)
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FAO Representation in Mali

FAO-ML@fao.org | @FAOMali

Bamako, Mali
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The boundaries and names shown and the designations 
used on this map do not imply the expression of any 
opinion whatsoever on the part of FAO concerning the 
legal status of any country, territory, city or area or of its 
authorities, or concerning the delimitation of its frontiers 
and boundaries. Dashed lines on maps represent 
approximate border lines for which there may not yet 
be full agreement.
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