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VGGT: A BRIEF OVERVIEW

VGGT NATURE AND APPROACHES
• Endorsed by CFS in May 2012, first ever internationally
agreed document on governance of tenure

• Encourages state to recognize, respect and protect all
tenure right holders and their rights, including indigenous
and customary tenure

• Have a human-rights based approach
• Cover a very broad spectrum of areas

LAND DEGRADATION
NEUTRALITY (LDN)
“A state whereby the amount and
quality of land resources necessary to
support ecosystem functions and
services and enhance food security
remain stable or increase within
specified temporal and spatial scales
and ecosystems” (adopted by UNCCD
COP12 October 2015)

LAND TENURE: CONTRIBUTING TO CREATE
THE ENABLING ENVIRONMENT FOR LDN
Land tenure governance:
Element of the broader
concept of an enabling
environment for LDN.
UNCCD Decision 26/COP.14
on land tenure
(next slide).

Source:Creating an Enabling Environment for Land Degradation Neutrality: and its potential
contribution to enhancing well-being, livelihoods and the environment. (UNCCD Science Policy
Interface). United Nations Convention to Combat Desertification (UNCCD).

14TH SESSION
OF
CONFERENCE
OF PARTIES
(COP 14)
NEW DELHI
VGGT Special
Recognition

“Requests the secretariat and invites the Food
and Agriculture Organization of the United
Nations and other relevant partners to
collaborate to produce a technical guide on
how to integrate the Voluntary Guidelines on
the Responsible Governance of Tenure of
Land, Fisheries and Forests in the Context of
National Food Security into the
implementation of the Convention and land
degradation neutrality, taking into account
national contexts for consideration by the
Conference of the Parties at its fifteenth
session”
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FROM VGGT PRINCIPLES TO LDN

VGGT

Technical guide

Good governance
Themes that run through: “Land stewardship” incentivize
what keeps people on the land;
what keeps them healthy; leads to prosperity

BRIDGING THE GAP

LDN
Food security
Ecosystem health
Human well-being

OVERVIEW: DRAFT
TECHNICAL GUIDE AND THE
PATHWAYS FOR INTEGRATING
LAND TENURE INTO LAND
DEGRADATION NEUTRALITY
Presenter title, date, location

Case Studies1,2,n • inform the formulation of pathways
• allow insights into barriers and enablers of integration
Pathway 9:
Incentives for SLM on private
land

Pathway 8:
Tenure rights for commons

Pathway 7:
Tenure rights on public lands

Pathway 6:
Land consolidation for LDN

Pathway 5:
Accessible grievance mechanisms

Pathway 4:
Integrated Land Use Planning

Pathway 3:
Women’s land rights

Pathway 2:
Targeted Policy Coordination

Pathway 1:
Legal & policy framework

Integration of the VGGTs into UNCCD implementation & into LDN programmes through pathways
describing how to apply the VGGT principles to achieve LDN (“bridging VGGT and LDN”).

MAIN FEATURES OF PATHWAYS
Voluntary
The technical guide including
the pathways are voluntary
and can be tailored according
to the national contexts.
.

Flexible

Not all pathways are
necessarily relevant to all
countries. It is to be adopted as
per the national priorities.

Action oriented

Addresses the “how” questions
of implementation by
presenting concise and clear
actions.

Supported by case
studies

Addresses the “how” questions
of implementation by
presenting concise and clear
actions.

Vertical integration
Provide sets of actions both at
national and local levels.

TEN PRINCIPLES OF VGGT EMBEDED IN
PATHWAYS
PATHWAY 1
legal and policy
framework

PATHWAY 2
policy coordination

.
PATHWAY 9
tenure rights on
private lands

1. Human
Dignity
10. Continuous
improvement

PATHWAY 8
sustainable
management of
commons

3. Equity
and Justice
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VGGT
Principles

9. Accountability

PATHWAY 3
women’s
rights

2. Nondiscrimination

4. Gender
equality

8. Transparency
5. Holistic and
sustainable
approach

7. Rule of
law

PATHWAY
4
integrated
land use
planning

6. Consultation and
participation

PATHWAY 7
tenure rights on
public/ state
lands

PATHWAY 6
land consolidation

PATHWAY 5
grievance
redress
mechanisms

Tenure security is an important component for creating the enabling environment for achieving LDN

Pathways
1&2

Pathway 3

coordination across space and sectors
and between national and local levels
legal and policy framework and
targeted coordination at relevant
levels
ensuring that women benefit from
sustainable land management

Pathway 4 integrated land use planning: (i) rights
literacy, (ii) access to information, (iii)
participation
accessible grievance and redress
Pathway 5 mechanisms: (i) participatory design, (ii)
avoiding displacement, (iii)
compensation
land consolidation for LDN: (i) valuation
Pathway 6 and reallocation, (ii) dispute resolution,
(iii) consolidation and compensation

acknowledging legitimate tenure
Pathway 7 rights on public lands: tools for
decentralized, sustainable, and
equitable management
designing tenure rights for the
Pathway 8 commons: (i) recognition of
commons, (ii) inclusive
institutions for SLM
Pathway 9

incentives for LDN on private lands:
(i) securing rights, (ii) rights and
obligations of private lands

