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Recalling RECOFI-FIRMS past activities
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• Report of the Sixth Session of the Regional Commission for Fisheries. Rome, 10-12 May 2011 http://www.fao.org/docrep/014/i2377b/i2377b00.pdf

• RECOFI-FIRMS workshop of 2011 http://www.fao.org/3/i2353e/i2353e00.pdf - Formalize an inventory of marine resources/stocks and 

fisheries for the RECOFI) region at both the national and regional levels

• RECOFI WGFM 6 - November 2012 http://www.fao.org/docrep/017/i3200e/i3200e.pdf

• Par. 46: Agreed that the process should start through national contributions, with a focus on the list of RECOFI priority species.

• From Partnership Arrangement Annex 2: Unlike the fisheries inventory, the primary (and corporate) ownership of the Marine resources inventory lies with 

RECOFI. In this respect, the regional priority is for developing an inventory focusing on the priority species.

• FIRMS FSC8 - February 2013 - ftp://ftp.fao.org/fi/DOCUMENT/FIGIS_FIRMS/2013/report.pdf

• Par 20: Mr. Al Jabri Yaqoob Bin Salim noted that RECOFI’s Annex 2 will be discussed at their 7th Session and that more will be known at the next commission 

meeting.

• RECOFI Commission 7 - May 2013 - http://www.fao.org/docrep/019/i3402b/i3402b.pdf

• Par. 49 to 52: postpone decision on 52.3 statistical area breakdown, approve fishery inventory as a whole, and maintain the status quo in terms of its 

participation in FIRMS.

• RECOFI WGFM 7 - November 2013 http://www.fao.org/3/a-i3711e.pdf Seventh Meeting of the Working Group on Fisheries Management

• Par 11: dissemination of RECOFI fisheries fact sheets

RECOFI-FIRMS collaboration initiated in 2011. Since then, 4 national fisheries inventories were compiled and published 
(2013). Marine Resources inventories are still in draft status. National focal points need further engagement.

http://www.fao.org/docrep/014/i2377b/i2377b00.pdf
http://www.fao.org/3/i2353e/i2353e00.pdf
http://www.fao.org/docrep/017/i3200e/i3200e.pdf
ftp://ftp.fao.org/fi/DOCUMENT/FIGIS_FIRMS/2013/report.pdf
http://www.fao.org/docrep/019/i3402b/i3402b.pdf
http://www.fao.org/3/a-i3711e.pdf
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• RECOFI - Tenth Meeting of the Working Group on Fisheries Management (WGFM-10) Qatar, Doha, 6 - 8 December 2016

• FIRMS presented a document RECOFI/WGFM10/2016/7 "Update of RECOFI marine resources and fisheries inventory in FIRMS": http://www.fao.org/fi/static-

media/MeetingDocuments/RECOFI/RECOFI_2016_10th/7e.pdf

• WGFM Report http://www.fao.org/3/a-i6948e.pdf “The WGFM acknowledged the benefits of developing FIRMS Marine Resources for the RECOFI region and 

recommended the initiation of the process focusing on the Spanish mackerel and shrimps as priority species.” See par. 26-28

• RECOFI-ROPME Coordination Meeting in preparation of the 9th Session of RECOFI - January 2017

• RECOFI Commission 9 - May 2017

• M. Taconet attended the meeting and highlighted the role of FIRMS in the work towards SDG 14.4 as well as, under Recommendation RECOFI/6/2011/1, how the 

existing RECOFI-FIRMS fisheries inventories contribute towards understanding the structure of the exploitation of fishery resources in a management context

• Implementation status of RECOFI decisions and recommendations

• RECOFI commission meeting http://www.fao.org/3/a-i7803b.pdf (participation of RECOFI in Copenhagen) – See List of National Focal Points Appendix 6

• FIRMS Meeting doc: http://www.fao.org/fi/static-media/MeetingDocuments/RECOFI/RECOFI_2017_9th/6e.pdf

• FIRMS FSC10 - June 2017

• Attended by Iran RECOFI focal Point Dr Tooraj Valinassab, with whom the FIRMS Secretariat discussed steps forward.

• RECOFI Secretariat shared the RECOFI-FIRMS inventory in July 2017 for new data submission

Recalling RECOFI-FIRMS past activities

http://www.fao.org/fi/static-media/MeetingDocuments/RECOFI/RECOFI_2016_10th/7e.pdf
http://www.fao.org/3/a-i6948e.pdf
http://www.fao.org/3/a-i7803b.pdf
http://www.fao.org/fi/static-media/MeetingDocuments/RECOFI/RECOFI_2017_9th/6e.pdf


5

• September 2017 - RECOFI Secretariat sent a reminder on FIRMS inventories

• November 2017 - A draft inventory was shared with Iran

• January 2019 - FIRMS Secretariat sent RECOFI-FIRMS data call

• RECOFI WGFM 11 - February 2019 http://www.fao.org/fishery/nems/41101/en Report: http://www.fao.org/3/ca4304en/ca4304en.pdf

• FIRMS Secretariat attended the RECOFI WGFM 11 meeting presenting a meeting document with status of work submitting TORs for regional focal points for 

the compilation of marine resources and fisheries. http://www.fao.org/fi/static-media/MeetingDocuments/RECOFI/WGFM/2019/8e.pdf

• TORs were approved, National Focal points for MDR and FIRMS are the same

• WGFM agreed on splitting the FAO subarea 51.3 into the divisions 51.3.1 – Oman Sea and 51.3.2 – Arabian Sea (South Western).

• RECOFI 10th Session – July 2019 http://www.fao.org/3/cb2193b/cb2193b.pdf The Commission endorsed the proposed geographic sub-

divisions: FAO subarea 51.3 divided into the divisions 51.3.1 – Oman Sea and 51.3.2 – Arabian Sea (South Western).

• RECOFI-FIRMS Data Call workshop: updating stocks and fisheries inventories 2-3 August 2021

Recalling RECOFI-FIRMS past activities

http://www.fao.org/fishery/nems/41101/en
http://www.fao.org/3/ca4304en/ca4304en.pdf
http://www.fao.org/fi/static-media/MeetingDocuments/RECOFI/WGFM/2019/8e.pdf
http://www.fao.org/3/cb2193b/cb2193b.pdf


RECOFI Fisheries – status of the inventory
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FIRMS Data Coverage within RECOFI area 
– May 2013
The coverage of the available four national 
inventories (Bahrain, Iran, Oman, 
Qatar) done is estimated to be about 80% 
of the total RECOFI fisheries (~80% of total 
RECOFI water area, and ~80% of 2010 total 
catches in the RECOFI area)

68 RECOFI-FIRMS Fishery factsheets have been published by 4 countries
• BAHRAIN (11)
• IRAN (15)
• OMAN (28)
• QATAR (14)

http://firms.fao.org/firms/search/institution/recofi/en

http://firms.fao.org/firms/search/institution/recofi/en
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Fisheries inventory - Ongoing activity

Fisheries inventory

Former inventories in Excel format are available for updates 
(Bahrain, Iran, Oman, Qatar). 
Template is provided for new submissions by other RECOFI 
Member States.

Please access the RECOFI-FIRMS fisheries inventory here 
http://www.fao.org/fishery/nems/41316/en

http://www.fao.org/fishery/nems/41316/en
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Fisheries inventory - Ongoing activity

Fisheries inventory

In the FIRMS – RECOFI Workshop (2011) fishing activities were plotted for each country along three axes: type of 
production system, type of gear, fishing area. (See annex D of the report http://www.fao.org/3/i2353e/i2353e00.pdf)
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RECOFI Marine Resources
Status of the inventory & Ongoing activity

Marine resources inventory

• A draft inventory of Marine Resource records was previously constructed in 7 countries and 
one shared stock (Narrow-banded Spanish mackerel) for the RECOFI region:

• The Inventory has been further updated by the FIRMS Secretariat with assessment information (see 
Appendix 6 page 14 Report RECOFI WGFM11 2019 http://www.fao.org/3/ca4304en/CA4304EN.pdf).

• BAHRAIN (14)
• IRAN (16)
• IRAQ (9)
• KUWAIT (16)
• OMAN (20)
• QATAR (19)
• SAUDI ARABIA (11)
• RECOFI AREA (1)

Members are to please complete the marine resources inventory accordingly.

Please access the RECOFI-FIRMS fisheries inventory here http://www.fao.org/fishery/nems/41316/en

“WGFM10 (Doha, Qatar - December 2016)
acknowledged the benefits of developing
FIRMS Marine Resources of regional
relevance for the RECOFI region and
recommended the initiation of the process
focusing on the Spanish mackerel and
shrimps as priority species.”

http://www.fao.org/3/ca4304en/CA4304EN.pdf
http://www.fao.org/fishery/nems/41316/en
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RECOFI 10th Session
Adopted boundary between new divisions 51.3.1 and 51.3.2

51.3.1

51.3.2
Arabian Sea (South Western)

FAO statistical subarea 51.3 “Western Arabian Sea” 

Oman Sea

“a horizontal line passing through 
the point 
Latitude  22 26N and Longitude 59 
50E which determines in the Rasol -
Had region the coastal border 
between the Oman Sea and the 
Arabian Sea, and extending eastward 
up to the vertical limit of FAO sub-
areas 51.3 and 51.4”



RECOFI to FIRMS Production workflow
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From Member States,

to RECOFI,

to FIRMS
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Updating inventories

FIRMS Secretariat launches a data call

National Focal Points update their latest available excel based national fisheries 
records, add in the inventory any new relevant national fisheries, and remove 

extinct fisheries if any

Data harmonization, and quality checks including consistency and alignment with 
the MDR reported data on catch and effort

FIRMS Secretariat processes it storing in the database and producing factsheets, 
geopatial products and web services

RECOFI to FIRMS Production workflow
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National Focal Points
• Contacts (same as MDR)
• TORs
http://www.fao.org/3/ca4304en/ca4304en.pdf

RECOFI to FIRMS Production workflow



Questions?
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