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OPENING OF THE MEETING 

1. The fifth meeting of the Ad Hoc Technical Committee on Conservation and Sustainable Use of 
Plant Genetic Resources for Food and Agriculture (ACSU or Committee), was opened by the Co-Chairs 
Ms. Teresita Borromeo (Asia region) and Mr. François Pythoud (European region). The ACSU had elected 
the two Co-Chairs by electronic means, in advance of the meeting.  

2. The Co-Chairs welcomed the Members of the Committee and silent observers, recalling that the 
meeting had been planned to hold physically in Spain, based on the generous offer of the Spanish 
Government. However, it is now being held virtually, due to the COVID-19 pandemic. 

3. In his welcoming remarks, the Secretary of the Treaty, Mr. Kent Nnadozie, thanked the Members 
of the Committee and silent Observers for their flexibility to attend this meeting, especially those 
participants who experienced inconveniences because of time zone differences or technical challenges. He 
also recalled the vital role of the Committee in advancing the implementation of Articles 5 and 6 of the 
International Treaty, the importance of conserving and sustaining the diversity of plant genetic resources 
for Food and Agriculture (PGRFA), as well as the integration of in situ and ex situ conservation approaches 
to address future food security and nutrition, resilient and sustainable food production. 

4. Mr. José Antonio Sobrino from Spain conveyed best wishes from the Spanish Ministry of 
Agriculture for a successful meeting, noting that Spain would have been delighted to host the fifth meeting 
of the ACSU if the circumstances had allowed it. He further highlighted the importance of the conservation 
and sustainable use of PGRFA for global food security, and the necessity of reflecting it in national 
programs and actions. Spain as one of the European countries hosting considerable diversity of PGRFA has 
made major efforts in this regard, in line with European frameworks and initiatives, and remains highly 
committed to further support the work on conservation and sustainable use under the International Treaty.  
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ITEM 1. ADOPTION OF THE AGENDA AND ORGANIZATION OF THE WORK 

5. The Committee adopted its agenda for the meeting as provided in the Appendix 1 of this Report. 
The list of participants is contained in the Appendix 2. 

 

ITEM 2. TOOLBOX ON SUSTAINABLE USE OF PGRFA 

6. The Secretariat introduced the document, IT/GB-9/ACSU-5/21/2, Toolbox on Sustainable Use of 
Plant Genetic Resources for Food and Agriculture, and provided an overview of the status of the online 
database, highlighting the increased number of information resources currently available in English, French 
and Spanish languages. The Secretariat recalled the mandate that the Committee received from the 
Governing Body, on assessing, evaluating and improving the Toolbox. The Secretariat provided some 
information on the outcomes of the online survey it conducted on the use, relevance and effectiveness of 
the Toolbox, further details of which are contained in the document, IT/GB-9/ACSU-5/21/Inf.2, Outcome 
of the online survey on the use, relevance and effectiveness of the toolbox for sustainable use of plant 
genetic resources for food and agriculture. 

7. The Committee acknowledged the importance and usefulness of the Toolbox and noted the very 
useful recommendations made by the respondents of the online survey. It also made a number of 
suggestions to improve its use and effectiveness, especially: 

- Regular updating of information and removing outdated resources, also by coordinating with 
other initiatives with similar objectives, and exploring if and how Contracting Parties and 
relevant stakeholders can upload documents on the Toolbox; 

- Enhancement of the structure, technical functioning and design of the Toolbox to make it more 
user-friendly; 

- Expansion of the scope and coverage of the resources reflected in the Toolbox, for instance 
resources on crop wild relatives and wild edible species; 

- Promotion of the Toolbox and creating awareness through increasing its visibility both on the 
International Treaty website and through other relevant systems and processes; 

- Conducting capacity building activities on the contents and use of the Toolbox, including 
through regional webinars; 

- Monitoring and collecting information on the use and users, which could be done with the help 
of stakeholders and evaluated by the Secretariat; and 

- Regular evaluation of the Toolbox to enable the assessment of its added value. 

8. Based on the above key points and suggestions received from the survey, the Committee requested 
the Secretariat to prepare a note detailing the proposed improvements to the Toolbox and how it could be 
practically and meaningfully evaluated, including broadening the scope of the Toolbox to include 
information for promoting the implementation of Article 5 provisions that are relevant for sustainable use 
of PGRFA, for the consideration of the ACSU at its next meeting. 

 

ITEM 3. POSSIBLE JOINT PROGRAMME ON BIODIVERSITY IN AGRICULTURE FOR 
SUSTAINABLE USE OF PGRFA 

9. The Secretariat introduced the document, IT/GB-9/ACSU-5/21/3, Possible Joint Programme on 
Biodiversity in Agriculture for Sustainable Use of Plant Genetic Resources for Food and Agriculture, 
followed by several presentations by partners, stakeholders and other invited speakers.  

10. Ms. Regine Andersen presented the outcomes of an informal meeting of experts on the 
implementation of the sustainable use of PGRFA and the possible Joint Programme on Biodiversity in 
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Agriculture for Sustainable Use of PGRFA, which was held in Bari, Italy, from 23 to 25 May 2018 (see 
IT/GB-9/ACSU-5/21/Inf.5).  

11. Further presentations were made by Mr. Santiago Carrizosa on UNDP’s experiences on 
conservation and sustainable use of agrobiodiversity and potential areas of participation in the possible 
Joint Programme; and Ms. Caridad Canales Davila (CBD Secretariat) on the status of negotiations on the 
Post-2020 Global Biodiversity Framework. UNDP further expressed its availability to collaborate in the 
Joint Programme, if established. The pre-existing Memorandum of Understanding between UNDP and 
FAO could form a good basis for such collaboration. 

12. The ACSU appreciated the presentations and took note of the experiences that were shared, 
especially the approaches that are supportive to the implementation of Articles 5 and 6 of the International 
Treaty. It was highlighted that there is currently a “window of opportunity” for developing and 
implementing a Joint Programme, taking into account the urgency, momentum, and importance of cross-
sectoral cooperation for addressing the climate crisis, the Post-2020 Global Biodiversity Framework (when 
adopted), the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) and the outcomes of the United Nation Food Security 
Summit (UNFSS). 

13. The ACSU considered the outcomes of the Bari expert meeting as a basis for the possible Joint 
Programme, and identified Thematic area 3 (“A food-system approach to food and nutrition security and 
ensuring resilience to climate change”) as the most relevant to link the possible Joint Programme to the 
current challenges and context, but emphasised the importance of framing this topic within the context of 
food systems transformation. It considered all objectives for a possible Joint Programme identified at the 
informal meeting in Bari and emphasised that Objective 5 (“Boost sustainable use activities on the ground 
through an integrated approach to in-situ, on farm and ex-situ strategies”) is central. 

14. The ACSU advised the Secretary to identify a number of initial potential partners that are most 
relevant for the selected thematic area for the Joint Programme, initiate informal contacts with these 
potential partners and prepare a draft note for its further consideration, before the Ninth Session of the 
Governing Body. The note should provide the basis for engaging potential partners and include, among 
other elements, the objectives, scope, mission and vision and the possible structure of the Joint Programme, 
and also capacity development, especially to support developing countries in the implementation of Articles 
5 and 6 of the International Treaty, and the consideration to tailor the Joint Programme to diverse needs of 
different regions, e.g. by involving stakeholders that are operating in different regions and at different 
levels.  

 

ITEM 4. EXAMPLES AND OPPORTUNITIES TO SUPPORT AND ASSIST CONTRACTING 
PARTIES AND STAKEHOLDERS IN IMPLEMENTING ARTICLES 5 AND 6 OF THE 

INTERNATIONAL TREATY 

15. The Secretariat introduced the agenda item and presented the relevant documents, IT/GB-9/ACSU-
5/21/4, Compilation and Summaries of Submissions and Examples on the Conservation and Sustainable 
Use of PGRFA; IT/GB-9/ACSU-5/21/Inf.4.1, Summary of National Reports on Compliance submitted by 
Contracting Parties in relation to Articles 5 and 6 of the International Treaty; IT/GB-9/ACSU-5/21/Inf.4.2, 
Summary of the Experiences, Lessons Learned and Best Practices on Conservation and Sustainable Use 
from Projects Implemented under the Benefit-sharing Fund of the International Treaty; IT/GB-9/ACSU-
5/21/Inf.4.3, Regional Training Workshops on Conservation, Sustainable Use of PGRFA and Farmers’ 
Rights: Summary of Presentations; IT/GB-9/ACSU-5/21/Inf.4.4, Compilation of submissions by 
Contracting Parties and Stakeholders on the implementation of Articles 5 and 6 of the International Treaty.  

16. In addition to these compilations and summaries of submissions and examples prepared by the 
Secretariat, four introductory presentations were given under this agenda item.  

17. Ms. Bonnie Furman (FAO) reported on the First International Multi-stakeholder Symposium on in 
situ conservation and on-farm management of PGRFA, which was held virtually in March 2021 and co-
organised with the Treaty Secretariat. The Symposium comprised four sessions, on challenges and 
opportunities for sustainably managing crop diversity, on in situ conservation of crop wild relatives and 
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wild food plants, on on-farm management of farmers’ varieties/landraces, and on creating communities of 
practice as the way forward; as well as a panel discussion on opportunities, necessary actions and 
recommendations. The Symposium identified two principal needs: Greater dialogue among the agriculture, 
environment, forestry, and health sectors was deemed essential for promoting and integrating effective in 
situ conservation and on-farm management of PGRFA; and frequent exchange of experiences and best 
practices regarding in situ conservation and on-farm management of crop diversity, including in 
complementary ex situ programmes. 

18. Ms. Arshiya Noorani (FAO) provided an overview of the Second Global Plan of Action for PGRFA 
(GPA), its aims, preparatory process, context, and actions suggested to Members. She clarified that, through 
its 18 priority activities, the Second GPA provided a comprehensive and flexible framework to adopt 
supportive policies and programmes for PGRFA, thereby facilitating the implementation of the 
International Treaty as one of its supporting components. In addition, she presented further examples of 
FAO initiatives promoting the conservation and sustainable use of PGRFA, including voluntary guidelines 
for farmers’ varieties and landraces, as well as crop wild relatives and wild food plants, a draft guide for ex 
situ conservation, and efforts to support Members in strengthening plant breeding. Finally, she presented 
key technical gaps, for example the lack of quality seeds, the poor integration of biotechnology and 
informatics in national breeding programmes, the need for increased use of diversity and further 
development of crops to tackle challenges of climate change, pests and malnutrition, as well as the need for 
public-private partnerships.  

19. Ms. Anita Dohar (Oxfam-Novib) presented Experiences in supporting conservation and 
sustainable use of PGRFA. She gave a comprehensive overview of the programme “Sowing Diversity = 
Harvesting Security (SD=HS)”, which is a global programme implemented by a consortium of 
organizations in eight countries across three continents led by Oxfam Novib, the Netherlands, and focuses 
on people’s capacities to organize, learn and engage, including in the context of conservation and 
sustainable use of PGRFA. She described the work of farmer field schools on participatory plant breeding, 
on farmer seed enterprises, and on local food plants for nutrition. The SD=HS programme promotes an 
enabling policy environment for farmer seed systems and the implementation of Farmers’ Rights (e.g. one 
key topic is on registration of farmer varieties). These activities contributed, in particular, to the objectives 
of Articles 5 and 6 for instance by increasing crop diversity in smallholder farming systems, breeding for 
local adaptation and by increasing farmers’ participation across all breeding activities. She concluded with 
some lessons learnt, namely the dire needs for a collaborative farmers-breeders varietal development and 
seed diffusion work through development and testing of shared methodologies and tools that allow farmers’ 
full participation in research; the requirement of working beyond technical innovation, but also at 
institutional and social levels to contribute to broader development goals related to poverty reduction, 
nutritious food, cultural values and agrobiodiversity conservation; and the need for an enabling policy 
environment for the conservation and sustainable use of PGRFA and Farmers’ Rights. 

20. Mr. Carlo Fadda (Alliance of Bioversity International-CIAT) gave a presentation on CGIAR 
experiences in exchanging genetic resources and future role of the CGIAR about conservation and 
sustainable use. He presented the work of the CGIAR on community seed banks in the Africa, Asia and 
GRULAC regions and highlighted, as the major achievements, increased crop and varietal diversity, 
increased seed quality and longer storage time, improved crops (yield, pest and disease tolerance, taste), 
improved knowledge and skills about seed and crop management, possibilities for new income generation, 
stronger collaboration and networking, and the empowerment of communities. Additionally, the 
presentation gave an overview of the Benefit-sharing Fund project “Open Source Seed Systems for climate 
change adaptation for beans, sorghum and finger millet in Kenya, Uganda and Tanzania”, which resulted 
in the multiplication of genetic materials at national research stations, the introduction of new PGRFA 
diversity, enhanced capacity and the establishment of learning platforms.  

21. The Committee took note of the information provided in the documents and the additional 
information shared through the presentations. 

22. The Committee recalled that its mandate was “to identify examples and opportunities to support 
and assist Contracting Parties and stakeholders in promoting, enhancing and further developing the 
conservation and sustainable use of PGRFA” (Resolution 5/2019). It identified the following options on 
how best to address this request: 
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a. Development of a collection of examples and opportunities on the conservation and sustainable use 
of PGRFA; with a concise structure of categories, building on the different sub-provisions of 
Articles 5 and 6 of the International Treaty; the collection would subsequently be used to assess 
possible gaps and needs in promoting the conservation and sustainable use of PGRFA and for the 
Governing Body to identify any further work in these areas; 

b. Updates to the Toolbox, so that it would become the repository of examples to support and assist 
Contracting Parties and stakeholders in promoting, enhancing and further developing the 
conservation and sustainable use of PGRFA; or 

c. Consider the summary list given in paragraph 33 of the document, IT/GB-9/ACSU-5/21/4, to 
develop a more comprehensive list of examples and opportunities. 

23. The Committee agreed that work on this item would need to avoid duplication of efforts and to 
consider the availability of resources. Taking into account the diversity of proposals and the complexity of 
the task, the Committee agreed that these proposals should be  considered at the next meeting of the ACSU.  

 

ITEM 5. RECOMMENDATIONS FOR FURTHER STEPS TO ASSIST CONTRACTING 
PARTIES IN ADVANCING THE IMPLEMENTATION OF ARTICLES 5 AND 6 OF THE 

INTERNATIONAL TREATY 

24. The Secretariat introduced the agenda item and presented the document, IT/GB-9/ACSU-5/21/5, 
Future work on Conservation and Sustainable Use of Plant Genetic Resources for Food and Agriculture.  

25. The Committee considered the document and thanked the Secretary for the efforts made to support 
the Committee in undertaking its task of developing recommendations on further steps in advancing the 
implementation of Articles 5 and 6 of the International Treaty, as well as in the preparation of its report to 
the Ninth Session of the Governing Body, for its consideration. 

26. The Committee agreed to focus on the possible immediate further steps set out in section V of the 
document, particularly (i) activities for strengthening and capitalising on ongoing initiatives to increase 
their benefit, impact and visibility; and (ii) possible new activities to further support Contracting Parties 
and stakeholders in the implementation of Articles 5 and 6 of the International Treaty. 

27. The Committee discussed whether there is a need for a new Programme of Work on Conservation 
and Sustainable use of PGRFA. The Committee considered that a draft mandate for the next biennium 
should build upon strengthening and capitalising on ongoing activities. 

28. The ACSU also requested that the possible Joint Programme on Biodiversity in agriculture for 
sustainable use of PGRFA was not mentioned in the list of ongoing activities and noted that it represents a 
unique opportunity to promote the conservation and sustainable use of PGRFA in the context of the Post 
2020 Global Biodiversity Framework, when adopted, and the outcomes of the United Nations Food 
Systems Summit. 

29. The Committee also discussed a range of possible new areas for future work, taking into account 
the possible new initiatives listed in paragraph 20 of the document, IT/GB-9/ACSU-5/21/5. The Committee 
highlighted the following indicative area for further consideration:  

• Contributions and participation of farmers, local and indigenous communities to the 
conservation and sustainable use of PGRFA, possibly with a focus on gender-responsive 
approaches; and 

• Country/region-specific studies to address poor implementation of Articles 5 and 6. 
 
30. The Committee expressed strong interest in the possibility to develop, as an additional initiative, 
tailored intra- and inter-region based activities of exchange of knowledge and practical/technical experience 
based on the diverse topics mentioned in paragraph 20 of the document, IT/GB-9/ACSU-5/21/5, in order 
to identify the bottlenecks to the implementation of Articles 5 and 6, with particular emphasis on access to 
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PGRFA, including seeds, and give examples of how to proceed and identify opportunities of improvement 
and collaboration to solve the identified bottlenecks. 

31. The Committee recognized the need for further discussions on this agenda item, including 
considerations for the design of future work that would comprehensively and practically follow a 
streamlined approach for supporting progress towards integrated implementation of Articles 5 and 6, and 
agreed to continue discussions at its next meeting. 

 
ITEM 6. ANY OTHER BUSINESS 

 
32. Recognizing the need for further work, the Committee agreed to reconvene before the Ninth 
Session of the Governing Body and requested the Co-chairs and the Secretary to identify a suitable 
format and dates, and communicate them to the members as soon as possible. The Committee further 
advised the Secretary to make the necessary preparations for that meeting. 

 
33. The Committee noted low participation of some regions in this meeting of the Committee and 
agreed to revisit the issue at its next meeting including possible recommendations to the Ninth Session of 
the Governing Body. 
 

 
ITEM 7. ADOPTION OF THE REPORT 

 
34. The Co-Chairs expressed their appreciation for the constructive contributions of the members and 
experts and thanked the observers for their participation, and the Secretary for his support.  

35. The Committee adopted this Report.  
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Appendix 1 

AGENDA 

 

 

1. Adoption of the agenda 

2. Toolbox on sustainable use of plant genetic resources for food and agriculture 

3. Possible Joint Programme on Biodiversity in Agriculture for Sustainable Use of Plant Genetic 
Resources for Food and Agriculture 

4. Examples and opportunities to support and assist Contracting Parties and stakeholders in 
implementing Articles 5 and 6 of the International Treaty 

5. Recommendations to the Governing Body on further steps to assist contracting parties and 
stakeholders in advancing the implementation of Articles 5 and 6 of the International Treaty 

6. Any other business 

7. Adoption of the Report 
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Appendix 2 

LIST OF PARTICIPANTS 

 

Region Member  
 

AFRICA M. Claver NGABOYISONGA 
Senior Principal Research Fellow 
Cereal Program and Maize Sub Program Leader 
Rwanda Agriculture and Animal Resources  
    Development Board (RAB) 
KK 18Ave Kigali, P.O. Box 5016 Kigali, Rwanda 
Phone: +250 788309522 / 732309522 
Email: c.ngaboyisonga@rab.gov.rw 
c.ngaboyisonga@yahoo.com 
 

 

ASIA 
 

Mr Rinchen DORJI 
Head, On-Farm PGR Conservation National Biodiversity Centre 
Ministry of Agriculture and Forests  
Thimphu, Bhutan  
Phone: +975 2 352417 
Email : rinchend2003@gmail.com 
 

 

Ms Pratibha BRAHM 
Principal Scientist 
Germplasm Exchange & Policy Unit 
International Centre for Agricultural Research (ICAR) 
Delhi, India 
Phone : +01125802785 
E-Mail: Pratibha.Brahmi@icar.gov.in 
nbpgr.exchange@icar.gov.in 
pratibha1861@gmail.com 
 

 

 Ms Teresita H. BORROMEO  
Professor  
Institute of Crop Science  
University of the Philippines  
Los Baños, Philippines 
Phone: +63 495439478  
Email: thborromeo@yahoo.com 
  

Co-chair 

EUROPE Ms Regine ANDERSEN 
Research Professor 
Fridtjof Nansen Institute 
P.O. Box 326 
1326 Lysaker, Norway 
Phone: + 47 95118037 
Email: regine.andersen@fni.no 
 

 

 Mr Riccardo BOCCI 
Rete Semi Rurali 
Via di Casignano, 25 
50018 Scandicci  
Firenze, Italy 
Cell.: +39 328 3876663 

 

mailto:c.ngaboyisonga@rab.gov.rw
mailto:c.ngaboyisonga@yahoo.com
mailto:rinchend2003@gmail.com
mailto:Pratibha.Brahmi@icar.gov.in
mailto:nbpgr.exchange@icar.gov.in
mailto:pratibha1861@gmail.com
mailto:thborromeo@yahoo.com
mailto:regine.andersen@fni.no
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Email: r.bocci@semirurali.it 
 

 Mr. François PYTHOUD 
Special Envoy for International Sustainable Agriculture 
Federal Department of Economic Affairs, 
Education and Research EAER 
Federal Office for Agriculture FOAG 
International Affairs, Sustainable Development, Food Systems 
Schwarzenburgstrasse 165, 3003 Bern, Switzerland  
T: +41 58 483 94 95 
Mobile: +41 79 211 61 32  
Email: francois.pythoud@blw.admin.ch 
  

Co-chair 

LATIN AMERICA 
AND THE 
CARIBBEAN 

Ms Patricia Gladys GADALETA  
Dirección de Producciones Sustentables  
Ministerio de Agricultura, Ganadería y Pesca 
Paseo Colón 982 (C1063ACW)  
Buenos Aires, Argentina 
Email: pgadal@magyp.gov.ar 
 

 

Sr. Roger Alberto BECERRA GALLARDO 
Coordinador del Área de Acceso a Recursos Genéticos 
Instituto nacional de Innovación Agraria 
SDRIA-DGIA-INIA 
Sede Central, Lima, Perú 
Phone: +51 968414378 
E-mail: dpirrgg@inia.gob.pe 
rbecerra@inia.gob.pe 
 

 

 Mr Marcos MARTÍNEZ TECHERA 
Ingeniero Agrónomo 
Ministerio de Ganadería Agricultura y Pesca 
Montevideo, Uruguay 
Tel: +598 99856871, oficina: +598 23097025 int 135 
Email: marcosmartinez@mgap.gub.uy 
 

 

NEAR EAST 
 

Ms Fadilah Ayesh AL SALAMEEN 
Research Scientist 
Environment and Life Scientist Research Center 
Kuwait Institute for Scientific Research 
Safat, 13109, Kuwait 
Email: fslamian@kisr.edu.kw 
 

 

Mr Khaled ABULAILA 
Botanist, Conservation Biologist 
Director/Directorate of Plant Diversity  
National Center for Agricultural Research 
  & Extension (NCARE) 
PO Box 639, Baqa'a, 19381, Jordan 
Phone: +962 64725071 
Mobile: +962 796602987 
Email : kabulaila@gmail.com 
Khaled.Abulaila@narc.gov.jo 
 

 

mailto:r.bocci@semirurali.it
mailto:francois.pythoud@blw.admin.ch
mailto:pgadal@magyp.gov.ar
mailto:dpirrgg@inia.gob.pe
mailto:rbecerra@inia.gob.pe
mailto:marcosmartinez@mgap.gub.uy
mailto:fslamian@kisr.edu.kw
mailto:kabulaila@gmail.com
mailto:Khaled.Abulaila@narc.gov.jo
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 Mr Ali CHEHADE 
Research Engineer 
Department of Plant Biotechnology 
Institut de Recherches Agronomiques Libanais (IRAL) 
P.O Box 287, Zahlé, Lebanon 
Phone: +961 8 900037 
Fax: +961 8 900077 
Email: alichehade@hotmail.com 
 

 

NORTH AMERICA Mr Pace LUBINSKY 
Agricultural Resources Advisor 
Foreign Agricultural Service 
U.S. Department of Agriculture 
United States 
Phone: +1 (202) 384-4856 
Email: pace.lubinsky@fas.usda.gov 
 

 

 Mr Benoit BIZIMUNGU  
Research Scientist 
Sustainable Production System 
850 Lincoln Road 
PO Box 20280 
Fredericton NB E3B 4Z7, Canada  
Phone: +1 506 460-4472     
Fax: +1 506 460-4377  
Internet: Benoit.Bizimungu@agr.gc.ca 
 

 

 Mr Claudio FEULNER 
Manager, Regulatory Affairs and Trade 
Canadian Seed Trade Association 
30 Albert Street, Suite 300 
Ottawa, Ontario K1P5G4, Canada 
Phone: +1-613-829-9527 
Fax: +1-613-290-1818 
E-mail: cfeulner@seedinnovation.ca 
 

 

SOUTH WEST 
PACIFIC 

Mr Tom OKPUL   
Professor for Plant Breeding and Crop Improvement 
Department of Agriculture  
University of Technology  
Papua New Guinea 
Phone: + 675 4784000 
Email: tom.okpul@pnguot.ac.pg 
 

 

EXPERTS 
 

  

ASIA Ms Asta M. TAMANG 
Principal Biodiversity Officer/Gene Bank Manager 
National Biodiversity Centre (NBC) 
Ministry of Agriculture and Forests, 
Serbithang, Thimphu, Bhutan 
Email : asta.nbc@gmail.com 
 

 

mailto:alichehade@hotmail.com
mailto:pace.lubinsky@fas.usda.gov
http://directinfo.agr.gc.ca/directInfo/eng/index.php?fuseaction=agriInfo.orgUnit&dn=ou=SPS-SPD,ou=RS-SR,ou=FRC-CRF,ou=RDQNF,ou=MPN-ERPN,ou=STB-DGST,OU=AAFC-AAC,o=gc,c=ca
mailto:Benoit.Bizimungu@AGR.GC.CA
mailto:cfeulner@seedinnovation.ca
mailto:tom.okpul@pnguot.ac.pg
mailto:asta.nbc@gmail.com
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EUROPE Ms. Szonja CSÖRGŐ 
Director IP & Legal Affairs 
EuroSeeds 
Avenue des Arts 52, 1000  
Brussels, Belgium 
Phone: +32 2 743 28 60 
Email: szonjacsorgo@euroseeds.eu  
 

 

GRULAC Ms Aluana GONÇALVES DE ABREU  
Plant Germplasm Curatorships Supervisor 
Embrapa Genetic Resources and Biotechnology  
Parque Estação Biológica (PqEB), Avenida W5 Norte (final), 
Brasília-DF, Brazil 
Phone: +55 (61) 3448-4890 
Email: aluana.abreu@embrapa.br 
 

 

NEAR EAST 
 

Ms Nadiya AL SAADI  
Executive Director; Genetic diversity assessment;  
PGR conservation 
Oman Animal and Plant Genetic Resources Centre (OAPGRC) 
Muscat, Oman 
Email: nadiya.alsaadi@trc.gov.om 
nadiya@mawarid.gov.om 
 

 

NORTH AMERICA Mr Thomas NICKSON 
Consultant 
International Seed Federation 
America Seed Trade Association 
14327 Strawbridge Ct. 
Chesterfield, MO 63017, USA 
Phone: +1 (314) 566 9365 
E-mail: tenvironmental@gmail.com 

 

 

OBSERVERS 
 

CHILE  Sra. Teresa AGÜERO TEARE 
Punto Focal Nacional TIRFAA 
Encargada Asuntos Ambientales, Recursos Genéticos y    
   Bioseguridad 
Oficina de Estudios y Políticas Agrarias 
Ministerio de Agricultura 
Teatinos 40 - Piso 8, Santiago, Chile 
Phone: +56 223973039 
Email: taguero@odepa.gob.cl 
 

 

BRAZIL    Ms Mariana MARSHALL PARRA  
Alternate Permanent Representative of Brazil to FAO 
Via Santa Maria dell’Anima, 32 
00186 Rome - Italy 
Tel. + 39 06 68307576 / 06 6789353 
Email: mariana.marshall@itamaraty.gov.br 
 
Mr Leonardo ISOLAN 
Agricultural Attaché of Brazil to the UN/FAO 
Via Santa Maria dell’Anima, 32 
00186 Rome - Italy 
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mailto:nadiya.alsaadi@trc.gov.om
mailto:nadiya@mawarid.gov.om
mailto:tenvironmental@gmail.com
mailto:taguero@odepa.gob.cl
mailto:mariana.marshall@itamaraty.gov.br
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Tel. + 39 06 68307576 / 06 6789353 
Email: leonardo.isolan@agricultura.gov.br 

INDIA Ms Vandana TYAGI 
Officer-In-Charge 
Germplasm Exchange & Policy Unit 
ICAR-National Bureau of Plant Genetic Resources 
Indian Council of Agricultural Research 
Ministry of Agriculture & Farmers Welfare 
Pusa Campus, New Delhi-110012, India 
Email: vandana.tyagi@icar.gov.in 
 

 

SPAIN Mr José Antonio SOBRINO MATÉ 
Subdirector General de Medios de Producción Agrícola  
Oficina Española de Variedades Vegetales 
Ministerio de Agricultura, Pesca y Alimentación 
Paseo de la Infanta Isabel 1 
28014 Madrid, Spain 
Email: jasobrino@mapa.es 
 
Ms Bibiana RODRÍGUEZ SENDÓN 
Subdirectora General Adjunta de Medios de Producción Agrícola  
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