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Executive Summary 

This document aims to present the progress made on the development of the Green Urban Oases 

programme (which is currently in the development phase with seed funding from the Government 

of Italy) and bring it to the attention of members of the Dryland Forests and Agrosilvopastoral 

Systems Working Group. The programme aims to support dryland urban communities by 

strengthening their capacity to design and implement integrated urban forestry and urban greening 

strategies. The collection of baseline information is already underway in a number of dryland 

cities.     

Suggested actions by the Working Group 
 

The Working Group may wish to:  

 Endorse urban forestry and urban greening activities as key tools to address climate change 

and improve resilience in drylands cities. 

 Provide advice and guidance on the implementation of the Green Urban Oases (GUO) 

programme to enhance overall coherence of the programme, including through partnerships 

with regional and national entities.  

 Facilitate the development of knowledge products, outreach and engagement at national and 

regional levels, and knowledge sharing of the results and lessons learned from GUO. 

 Promote city-to-city exchange, e.g. through South-South Cooperation, including with 

countries and regions that are not directly involved in the GUO.  

 

Queries on the substantive content of the document may be addressed to:  

Mr Simone Borelli 

Forestry Officer 

Forestry Division  

Simone.Borelli@fao.org  
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I. Introduction 

1. Dryland urban communities are among those most vulnerable to the effects of a changing 

climate - severe droughts, heatwaves, extreme winds, floods, sandstorms and landslides have negative 

effects on the safety, livelihoods and resilience of millions of urban dwellers. These factors, coupled 

with rapid urban population growth and city expansion, are seriously threatening the capacity of local 

administrations to provide urban dwellers with a healthy and safe environment, as well as access to 

clean water, food, energy sources and sanitation. The result is increasing poverty and social 

inequalities for dryland urban communities, as well as greater vulnerability to health-related problems. 

These issues were discussed at length at the 1st African Forum on Urban Forests (July 2021) and at the 

3rd Asia Pacific Urban Forestry Meeting (October 2021).  

2. Urban forestry and urban greening are being increasingly recognized as valuable approaches 

for improving the resilience of dryland cities and people to the effects of climate change, while 

reducing the impact of extreme climatic events on human health and safety. Around the world, a 

growing number of ‘desert cities’, such as Riyadh - which aims to create 43 new parks and plant 7.5 

million trees over the next 10 years - or Dakar - which is creating a new urban park on the site of the 

old airport - are integrating urban forestry and urban greening into their urban development plans. This 

involves making informed decisions about conserving forest and tree cover in and around cities, and 

opting for urban forestry and urban greening interventions to address urban issues. In spite of these 

positive examples, a number of economic, policy, institutional and technical barriers remain that 

prevent the adoption and upscaling of this approach, particularly in least developed and landlocked 

countries and in small and intermediary cities. 

3. Initially focusing on dryland cities in sub-Saharan Africa, the Near East and Asia, the Green 

Urban Oases (GUO) programme, which is currently in the development phase with seed funding from 

the Government of Italy, aims to support dryland urban communities in strengthening their policy and 

technical capacity to design and implement integrated urban forestry and urban greening strategies 

through multi-stakeholder engagement. In doing so, it will help to optimize the use of public spaces 

and improve the provision of ecosystem goods and services to urban communities. The overall 

programme objective is to turn dryland cities into ‘green urban oases’ and to bolster their overall 

resilience to climatic, health, food and economic crises, while reducing the impact of urbanization on 

biodiversity and the surrounding natural environment.  

4. An initial group of countries - Afghanistan, Cabo Verde, Chad, Jordan, Mongolia, Namibia, 

South Sudan, and Tunisia - has already been identified to participate in the programme and baseline 

data collection is currently underway.  Responding to identified local needs and conditions, the GUO 

programme will follow a broad approach, including the following components: 1. raising public and 

institutional awareness; 2. promoting research and knowledge generation for evidence-based decision-

making; 3. Strengthening technical and institutional capacity at national and local levels; 4. creating an 

enabling environment and 5. implementing urban forestry activities on the ground.     

5. A global complement of the programme will support monitoring, assessment and knowledge 

management efforts, as well as working towards creating a network of decision-makers and leaders for 

dryland cities, committed to adopting green agendas and supporting each other through city-to-city 

cooperation.  
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