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Executive Summary 

This document presents the progress made in implementing the 2019-2021 work plan of the 
Committee on Forestry (COFO) Working Group on Dryland Forests and Agrosilvopastoral Systems 
as well as the key challenges and lessons learned.  

Suggested actions by the Working Group 

The Working Group Members may wish to: 
 Take note and endorse the progress report. 
 Invite the Working Group to continue its work, subject to the availability of necessary 

funds. 
 Request the Working Group to provide an update on its work and activities at the next 

session. 
 

Queries on the substantive content of the document may be addressed to: 

Working Group Secretariat 
Drylands-WGCOFO@fao.org   

I. Introduction 

1. The Inaugural Session of the Working Group was convened from 16 to 17 July 2019 at FAO 
headquarters in Rome. The session was attended by 20 Members and five international organizations. 

2. The Working Group developed its first work plan aimed at providing a timely response to the 
global challenges in dryland forest management and towards achieving the Land Degradation 
Neutrality (LDN) targets and the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs). 

3. The Working Group agreed upon three work areas (see Appendix): (1) advancing the 
assessment and monitoring of dryland forests and agrosilvopastoral systems; (2) enhancing 
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partnerships and collaboration for scaling up good and proven practices and lessons learned on the 
management of dryland forests and agrosilvopastoral systems; and (3) strengthening the knowledge 
base on implementation, strategies, guidelines, and tools. 

4. Many efforts have been made over the past two years to raise awareness on the important role 
of the Working Group and its uniqueness as an expert group in advising and informing decision-
making and policy development on dryland forests and agrosilvopastoral systems at global, regional, 
and national levels1.  

5. The implementation of the work plan was constrained due to the limited availability of extra-
budgetary resources during 2019-2021. Resource mobilization was slower than expected due to the 
COVID-19 pandemic, resulting in delayed progress on achieving the work plan outputs.  

II. Progress of the Working Group 

6. Following the timeframe set in the work plan for 2019-2021, the planned activities and main 
achievements per work area are listed below:  

A. Work Area 1: advancing the assessment and monitoring of dryland forests and 
agrosilvopastoral systems 

 Supporting FAO's efforts, the Working Group reviewed Trees, forests and land use in 
drylands: the first global dryland assessment2, with a view to better prioritize the investments 
needed for dryland restoration and management. The report was launched at the United 
Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC-COP25) in Madrid, Spain in 
December 2019. 

 The assessment highlighted that the total cover of drylands represent 41 percent of the world’s 
land area, and 48 percent if presumed drylands are included. The United Nations Environment 
Programme World Conservation Monitoring Centre (UNEP-WCMC) defines "presumed 
drylands" as those areas with an aridity index above or equal to 0.65, and which 
are characterized by dryland features. Trees, forests and land use in drylands: the first global 
assessment 2019 (FAO, 2019) showed that presumed drylands cover 1075 million ha of land 
and are unevenly distributed globally. FAO produced an assessment of presumed drylands, 
including economic valuation case studies in the Cerrado, Miombo eco-regions. The 
assessment is to be launched at the 2nd Session of the Working Group in November 2021.  

 Recognizing the role of the Working Group in developing a comprehensive understanding of 
dryland forests and agrosilvopastoral systems, the Working Group conducted a technical side -
event in cooperation with the Government of Ecuador during the World Forest Week in 
October 2020 entitled ‘Capitalizing on sustainable livestock management to ramp down 
deforestation in dryland forest regions’3,4. The event was attended by 116 participants.  

B. Work Area 2: Enhancing partnership collaboration for scaling up good and proven 
practices and lessons learned on dryland forests and agrosilvopastoral systems 

 The Working Group’s Steering Committee has been coordinating closely with the Steering 
Committee of the Global Environment Facility (GEF-7) Sustainable Forest Management 
Impact Program on Dryland Sustainable Landscapes (DSL-IP), of which FAO is the lead 
agency with 11 child projects in Africa and Central Asia, in addition to a global programme 
for coordination and to promote and share lessons learned.  

 
1 COFO/2016/7.3 
2 http://www.fao.org/documents/card/fr/c/ca7148en/  
3 http://foris.fao.org/cofo/api/file/5f7d8085346dfe1c8721523e/a72d181a-5e53-49e7-8f5a-dbfae14e20bc.pdf  
4 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EtoXynsY7N4 



FO:COFO/WG-DF/2021/3/Rev.1 3 

 

 The Working Group Steering Committee is a member of the Global Steering Committee of the 
DSL-IP with the aim to ensure coherence, follow-up and dissemination of knowledge and 
lessons learned on implementation of the Impact Program. To this end, the Working Group’s 
Steering Committee prepared a communication work plan in coordination with the Working 
Group members in the 11targeted countries to support information flow and the 
implementation of the Impact Program at regional and global levels. 

 To strengthen the preparation of the 11GEF-7 DSL-IP child projects, the Working Group 
supported FAO efforts in initiating the South-South Cooperation between the targeted 
countries. FAO provided technical advice for the “Making Every Voice Count for Adaptive 
Management5” initiative, which uses a participatory video approach for monitoring and 
evaluation. This approach will be used to document the current baseline in the eleven 
countries, monitor  behaviour change over time, and document best practices and scaling-up 
measures for the protection, management, and restoration of dryland forests and 
agrosilvopastoral systems.  

 The Working Group members contributed technically to the validation process of their 
respective country’s child projects. Moreover, they supported the endorsement of the project 
documents and Impact Program work plan.  

 The Steering Committee supported the launch of DSL-IP during the Global Landscapes 
Forum (GLF), Africa 2021 "Restoring Africa's Drylands”6. The event was well attended with 
more than 500 participants and boosted the importance of integrated solutions to complex 
challenges, including food system resilience in drylands. 

 Further details on GEF 7 DSL-IP progress are presented in document COFO/2021/4.a/4.b: 
GEF-7 Sustainable Forest Management Impact Program on Dryland Sustainable Landscapes.  
Please visit http://www.fao.org/gef/dryland-sustainable-landscapes/en/.   

C. Work Area 3: Strengthening the knowledge base on implementation, strategies, 
guidelines, and tools 

 Responding to the Working Group's recommendations from its Inaugural Session 
(FO:COFO/WG-DF/2019/REP)7 on the "Dryland Restoration Initiative Platform” (DRIP) to 
facilitate the tracking of progress of dryland restoration initiatives towards the LDN targets, 
FAO has been testing DRIP and integrating it in the Framework for Ecosystem Restoration 
Monitoring (FERM), which is being developed for the UN Decade on Ecosystem Restoration 
and which intends to identify indicators for measuring the progress of restoration efforts for all 
ecosystems, and support country reporting.  

 The integration of FERM and DRIP tools was tested in 25 countries with a first analysis for 
further development of the indicators.  

 The Working Group Steering Committee supported the launch of DRIP during the GLF Africa 
20218. FAO presented the key findings of the testing process and advocated for the utility of 
the platform for documenting and monitoring restoration initiatives implemented in dryland 
forests and agrosilvopastoral systems.   

 In close coordination with the United Nations Convention to Combat Desertification 
(UNCCD), a consultation exercise was conducted to assess the synergies between the LDN 

 
5 http://www.fao.org/dryland-forestry/monitoring-and-assessment/mev-cam/background/en/ 
6 https://www.globallandscapesforum.org/publication/the-drylands-sustainable-landscapes-impact-program-
local-action-for-impact-at-scale/ 
7 http://www.fao.org/3/cb3405en/cb3405en.pdf 
8 https://www.globallandscapesforum.org/publication/the-drylands-sustainable-landscapes-impact-program-
local-action-for-impact-at-scale/ 
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Transformative Projects and Programmes (LDN TPP) checklist9 and the existing DRIP 
questionnaire to agree on further development and use of the DRIP tool. The capacity-building 
plan is in preparation with the GEO Land Degradation Neutrality Initiative (GEO LDN) - a 
collaborative platform that aims to bring all LDN relevant tools together - along with the user 
guide for the tool, to increase the capacity of countries in using DRIP.  

 Given the vulnerability of dryland forests and agrosilvopastoral systems to climate change, 
FAO, under the guidance of the Working Group, produced a publication called "Building 
climate-resilient dryland forests and agrosilvopastoral production systems: An approach for 
context-dependent economic, social and environmentally sustainable transformations”10. The 
publication was launched in Arabic, English, French and Spanish along with a policy paper11 
during the International Day of Forests (IDF) in March 2021.  

 Major technical contributions were received from the Working Group members in providing 
case studies and feedback on the approach. Special technical contribution was provided by 
experts from the Swedish Forest Agency and the Moroccan Ministry of Agriculture. The 
Spanish Ministry of Environment provided financial support to translate the publication into 
Spanish. Additionally, the Working Group observers - the International Union for 
Conservation of Nature (IUCN), International Center for Agricultural Research in the Dry 
Areas (ICARDA), International Center for Biosaline Agriculture (ICBA) and League of Arab 
States - reviewed and validated the transformational approach.  

 For the Working Group report, documents and news, please visit: 
http://www.fao.org/forestry/95962/en/. 

III. Lessons learned (2019-2021)  

7. Although, there has been some progress in the work plan (2019-2021), overall action and 
advocacy to strengthen the role of the Working Group is yet to be advanced in different dryland 
regions. Mobilization of additional funds is needed to help stimulate and enhance South-South 
Cooperation, and to advance the global agenda on sustainable use and conservation of dryland forests 
and agrosilvopastoral systems.  

8. The role of the Working Group requires more awareness among relevant stakeholders. While 
much progress has been made, the involvement of other actors (researchers, international non-
governmental organizations, community-based organizations) would be highly beneficial to the 
success of the Working Group in years to come. 

9. The more members and technical expertise the Working Group can involve, the more 
engagement it will foster. Active members will connect to other platforms and statutory bodies, 
thereby expanding on existing knowledge networks while also forming others. This would diversify 
expertise and knowledge-sharing capabilities. 

10. Efforts are needed at national, regional, and international levels to mobilize adequate extra-
budgetary funding to carrying out future work plans.  

 

 

  

 
9 Available at: https://www.thegef.org/documents/checklist-land-degradation-neutrality-transformative-projects-
and-programmes-draft 
10 https://www.fao.org/documents/card/en/c/cb3803en/  
11 https://home.fao.org/documents/card/en/c/,DanaInfo=www.fao.org,SSL+cb3871en 
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Appendix 

Work Plan of the Working Group on Dryland Forests and Agrosilvopastoral Systems* 
(2019-2021) 

 

Work Areas Activities Time Frame 
Progress - up to date 

(September 2021) 

1. Advanced 
assessment and 
monitoring of 
dryland forests 
and 
agrosilvopastoral 
systems 

1.1 Provide advice to improve 
data collection and analysis 
for dryland forests and 
agrosilvopastoral systems.  
 
 
 

August 2019 to 
provide advice for 
the First Global 
Dryland Assessment 
data collection and 
analysis at their 
countries and 
regional levels.  

Completed  

1.2 Produce, supported by 
FAO, an assessment on 
presumed drylands, including 
case studies contributed by 
members of the Working 
Group. 

March 2020 - 
November 2020 

Completed 

1.3 Support and provide 
expertise to the third Dryland 
Forest Monitoring Week to 
enhance capacity building on 
monitoring and management 
of dryland forests and 
agrosilvopastoral systems.  

September 2020 Cancelled due to 
COVID-19 restrictions 

2. Enhancing 
partnership 
collaboration for 
scaling-up good 
and proven 
practices and 
lessons learnt on 
dryland forests 
and 
agrosilvopastoral 
systems 

2.1 Promote and share further 
lessons learnt of the 
implementation of the GEF-7 
DSL Impact Program to 
promote the scaling-up of the 
adoption of good practices for 
the protection, sustainable 
management, and restoration 
of dryland forests and 
agrosilvopastoral systems. 

This activity will be 
linked to the duration 
of the DSL Impact 
Program**  

On-going activity 

2.2 Provide guidance on the 
knowledge and outreach 
activities of the GEF-7 DSL 
Impact Program to ensure that 
the knowledge and impact are 
disseminated to other 
countries regions beyond the 
Impact Program.  

This activity will be 
linked to the duration 
the DSL Impact 
Program**  

On-going activity 

2.3 Support producing a 
guideline on fire management 

June 2021 Cancelled due to 
limited budget 
availability  
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on dryland forests and 
agrosilvopastoral systems  

3. Strengthening 
the knowledge 
based on 
implementation, 
strategies, 
guidelines and 
tools 

3.1 Support the testing of the 
Dryland Restoration Initiative 
Platform (DRIP) tool and 
linking it with Land 
Degradation Neutrality 
targets. 

September 2019 - 
June 2020 

 ‘Completed.  

 

DRIP platform 
continues to be 
developed in line with 
the UN Decade on 
Ecosystem 
Restoration’ 

3.2 Provide guidance 
periodically to the 
implementation of the GEF-7 
DSL Impact Program at 
national, regional, and global 
levels.  

During the Impact 
program life period 
from 2019-2021 and 
to be extended for 
the next work plan. 

On-going activity  

3.3 Producing working paper 
on dryland forests and 
agrosilvopastoral systems and 
their restoration and UN 
Decade on Ecosystem 
Restoration that linked to 
SDG achievements.  

February 2020 - 
March 2021  

Completed  

3.4 Provide inputs and advice 
on producing a global report 
on sustainable management 
and restoration of drylands 
forests and agrosilvopastoral 
systems for sustainable 
production in the context of 
climate change. 

October 2019 - June 
2020  

Completed  

 

* Implementation of the work plan is subject to availability of extra-budgetary resources.  

** GEF-7 Sustainable Forest Management Impact Program on Dryland Sustainable Landscapes, 
implementation period: 2020-2024. 


