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FAO Nigeria Newsletter

Special Edition on World Food Day Celebrations for 2021

HIGHLIGHTS 

• Greetings from FAO Representative

• This year’s celebrations, theme and key messages

• WFD 2021:Nigeria outlines priorities, appreciates 
partners Students growing vegetables and fruits to improve 
nutrition

• FAO hands over IT equipment to help SDGs monitoring

• FAO’s support to promote drip irrigation farming in Nigeria

• Adamawa water schemes benefiting 20 000 IDPs, communities

• National Agriculture show recognizes smallholders farmers’ 
role

Fred Kafeero 

FAO Representative in 

Nigeria and to ECOWAS  

Dear Partners, 

It is another important time of the year when we celebrate the 
World Food Day (WFD) i.e. October 16, which is also the FAO’s 
birth date. The day is marked by a series of activities for 
promoting worldwide  awareness and action for elimination of 
hunger, food insecurity and malnutrition. The WFD 2021 came 
just a few weeks after the United Nations  Secretary 
General, Antonio Guterres, convened the first ever Food  
Systems Summit that was held on September 23, 2021.  

With the theme ‘Our actions are our future. Better production, 
better nutrition, a better environment, and a better life’, this year’s 
WFD was a time to look into the   future we need to build together. 
This year the day was celebrated by looking at the agri-food 
systems and the  important role that they play in ensuring food 
security, nutrition and environmental sustainability.  FAO in 
Nigeria led preparations and holding of a series of activities in 
the week leading up to the day in collaboration with the Federal 
Minis-try of Agriculture and Rural Development, United Nations 
Information Centre, Office of  the United Nations Resident and 
Humanitarian Coor-dinator, International Fund for Agricultural 
Development, World Food Programme and the World Intellectual 
Property Organization (WIPO).   

They ranged from a joint ministerial press conference, 
commissioning and handing-over of water points to internally 
displaced people and their host communities,  handing over of 

IT equipment to support food  security and 
nutrition-related SDGs monitoring and 
signing of a Technical Cooperation  
Programme to support drip irrigation 
farming in Nigeria. Others included a field 
visit and award giving ceremony to best 
performers in the school gardening 
project, a high-level panel discussion    and 
participation in agricultural show, among 
other activities. Please read on... 

Thank you! 

World Food Day is a time to look into the future we need to build together 
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The Minister of Agriculture and Rural Development, Hon. 

Dr. Mohammad Mahmood Abubakar (right) holding a media 

briefing during a ministerial press conference on the World 

Food Day (WFD) for 2021 in Abuja.  

During the event, Hon. Dr. Abubakar outlined the various 

efforts by the Federal Government of Nigeria through the 

Federal Ministry of Agriculture and Rural Development, in 

ensuring food security and nutrition in the country. He also 

appreciated development partners including the Food and 

Agriculture Organization of the United Nations (FAO) for 

their support in realizing that goal. 

In his remarks at the event, FAO Representative in Nigeria 

and to the Economic Community of West African States 

(ECOWAS), Fred Kafeero, said that WFD (October 16) every 

year is an important day since it is when FAO was born.  

According to him, as a specialized Agency of the United  

Nations on agriculture, FAO is committed to support its 

member countries including Nigeria in improving agriculture 

and food production in order to achieve food security,  

nutrition for all and environmental sustainability.   

Mr. Kafeero reiterated FAO’s commitment to continue part-

nering the Federal Government of Nigeria and other part-

ners to provide strategic support to development pro-

grammes and strategies aimed geared towards achieving 

that goal.  

During the press briefing, Hon. Dr. Abubakar was  

accompanied by the State Minister for Agriculture and Rural 

Development, Alhaji Mustapha Baba Shehuri whereas  

Mr. Kafeero was flanked by FAO Nigeria Assistant 

Representative (Programme) Dr. Abubakar Suleiman and 

Programme Officer, SaAdiya Haliru. 

Hon. Dr. Abubakar addressing members of the press on WFD  2021  

WFD 2021: Nigeria outlines priorities, 
commends partners for support  
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It calls for better production, better nutrition, a 

better environment, and a better life, leaving no one behind so 

as to  ensure that our agri-food systems deliver enough 

affordable,  nutritious, and safe food for all.  

FAO’s support through its specialized expertise for the  

transformation of agri-food systems is rooted in agro-ecology  

focusing on sustainable natural resource management coupled 

with social aspects that must be addressed if the system is to be 

fair and inclusive. 

The activities provided a platform for the overnment, the UN and 

its Agencies, private sector, development artners, civil society and 

academia to reflect on FAO and UN’s w rk in the past 75 years  

towards food security and nutrition They promoted interaction and 

affirmation of further actions for improving agriculture, food  

security and nutrition in the country. Besides, they were meant to 

reiterate FAO and UN’s commitment for supporting Nigeria in  

collaboration with development partners to ensure that the  

country attains Zero Hunger by 2030 through joint efforts. 

Nigeria joins the world in celebrating the World Food Day for 2021, 

which is celebrated in more than 150 countries globally making it 

one of the most celebrated days in the UN calendar.  

Hundreds of events and outreach activities bring together  

governments, businesses, NGOs, the media, and general public. 

They promote worldwide awareness and action for those who 

suffer from hunger and for the need to ensure healthy diets for all. 

This World Food Day is the second to be marked during COVID-19, 

which has had devastating repercussions for food security  

worldwide. The COVID-19 pandemic has induced an economic  

recession that could add up to 100 million or more to the 690  

million people already suffering from hunger. 

The year’s theme i.e. ‘Our actions are our future. Better production, 

better nutrition, a better environment and a better life’ is aimed at 

raising awareness on the need for supporting the transformation of 

a more efficient, inclusive, resilient and sustainable agri-food  

systems.     

 This year’s celebrations, theme and key messages 



 Teaching students to grow vegetables and 
fruits to improve nutrition 

The FAO Representative, Fred Kafeero (left), on Thursday 

October 14 joined students at the Government Day  

Secondary and Junior Secondary Schools in Karu, Abuja  

today to harvest onions and tomatoes from their gardens as 

part of the activities to mark the 2021 World Food Day. 

Through the School Garden Project, FAO in collaboration 

with the Federal Capital Territory, (FCTA) and Federal  

Ministry of Agriculture and Rural Development, Nigeria, 

(FMARD), is supporting five schools in Abuja to establish 

and run vegetable and fruit gardens in order to improve 

nutrition among students, teachers and surrounding  

communities.   

The schools, which have also established gardens for the 

purpose, include the Government Day Secondary School, 

Royal School Kuje, Junior Secondary School Pykassa, Junior 

Secondary School Garki and Junior Secondary School Karu. 

The project aims to equip students, teachers and  
  surrounding communities with skills and knowledge for 

growing food especially vegetables by providing nutrition 

education geared towards improved dietary habits and 

making better food choices. The aim is to cut the  

perpetuation of the intergenerational cycle of malnutrition.  

Through the project, students have demonstrated skills in 

growing and sharing this knowledge and products with their 

families.  

Some schools sold the vegetables and fruits to staff and 

members of the public to raise funds to maintain their  

gardening activities. Other students have established  

gardens at home as a result of the training and knowledge 

they got from the project.  

Mr. Kafeero visiting one of the school gardens  in Karu, Abuja  

Best perfomers awarded 

In efforts to motivate students, teachers and schools whose 

gardens stood out in terms of care taking, harvests and  

participatory approaches, the project formed a joint 

committee by all the key stakeholders involved in the 

project which went around and inspected all the gardens in 

the five schools and identified the winners.  The winners 

were awarded certificates of recognition and plaques as a 

way of appreciating their efforts in making the project the 

success it is.  
One of the students involved in the project being congratulated  

 Overall Best School - Government Day Secondary School, Karu

 Best School Garden 1st - Government Day Secondary School, Karu

 Best School Garden 2nd - Junior Secondary School, Karu 

 Best School Garden 3rd -  Junior Secondary School, Pyakasa

 Best Committed Student 1st - Chirduben Faith (Junior Secondary
School, Karu)

 Best Committed Student  2nd - Asukwo Favour (Government Day
Secondary School, Karu)

 Best Committed Teacher 1st - Mr. Charles Aglata (Government
Day Secondary School, Karu)

 Best Committed Teacher 2nd - Mr. Christopher Adie (Junior
Secondary School, Karu)

 Best Committed Teacher 3rd - Mr. Olarewaju Olatunde(The
Royal's School, Kuje 

 Best Water Manager -  Mr. Pius Wakili (Junior Secondary School,
Pyakasa)

The Winners 
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 FAO hands over IT equipment to help 
monitoring food security and nutrition SDGs 

Dr. Abubakar  handing  one of the donated laptops to  Alhaj Zubairu Abdullah. 
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On Monday October 11, FAO handed over ICT equipment to the 

Federal Ministry of Agriculture and Rural Development, Nigeria 

(FMARD) and Federal Capital Territory Authority (FCTA) to  

facilitate to help smooth operations in the statistics units of the 

ministries and to also facilitate the effective coordination of 

data and statistics generation in the ministries and other 

government departments. 

They included desktop computers, tablets, printers, local area 

network equipment, internet modems, monitors, projectors 

and uninterrupted power supply devices, among others. Similar 

equipment have also been distributed to the remaining states 

i.e. Adamawa, Cross River, Kano and Lagos.

The handover ceremony, which was part of the celebrations to 

mark the World Food Day 2021, was held in Abuja, where the 

Assistant FAO Representative (Programme) Abubakar Suleiman 

representing the FAOR Fred Kafeero handed over the items to 

the Director Partnership and Cooperation (FMARD), Alhaj 

Zubairu Abdullah who represented the Permanent Secretary. 

As part of the strategy to support Nigeria to strengthen its data 

and statistical systems, FAO launched the ‘Strengthening  

Institutional Capacity for Improved Data and Information  

Systems for Policy Planning and Tracking the SDGs in Nigeria’’ 

project.  

It aims to enable inclusive and evidence-based decisions,  

policies and strategies for agriculture and natural resources in  

selected federal and state institutions. It pilots in Adamawa, 

Cross River, Kano and Lagos, states as well as the Federal  

Capital Territory (FCT) in Abuja.  

 FAO’s support to promote drip 
irrigation farming in Nigeria  

The Federal Ministry of Water Resources (FMWR) and the 

Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations 

(FAO) have signed a Technical Cooperation Agreement 

(TCP) aimed to promote drip irrigation systems in Nigeria. 

The signing was held on Wednesday October 13, 2021 by 

FMWR Permanent Secretary, Mrs. Didi Esther Walson-Jack 

and FAO Representative in Nigeria and to the Economic 

Community of West African States (ECOWAS), Mr. Fred 

Kafeero, at the ministry’s headquarters in Abuja.  

Under the agreement, FAO provides technical support and 

USD 350,000 to support the promotion of drip irrigation 

systems in the country in order to boost food security, 

nutrition and rural livelihoods.  

Speaking immediately after the signing ceremony,  

Mrs. Walson-Jeck said that the Ministry of Water  

Resources saw the cooperation as key to achieving its 

ministerial mandate as it will add up to the land that is 

already under irrigation in the country and will therefore 

be bringing us closer to their target.  

On his side, Mr. Kafeero, said that the signing event was 

part of a series of activities lined up to mark the 2021 

World Food Day in Nigeria.  

He commended FMWR for leading in the formulation and 

implementation of the Water Resources Policy  

Programme, Development, and Support for Irrigated  

Agriculture for Food Security and Integrated Water  

Resources Management contributing optimally to the  

socio-economic activities in the nation. 

Mrs. Walson-Jack and Mr. Fred Kafeero with the signed documents  
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Prof.  Gidado  cutting a tape to handing –over and commission the water schemes  

Over 20 000 IDPs, host communities to 
benefit from inaugurated water schemes in 
Adamawa 
Over 20 000 internally displaced people and their host 

communities are going to benefit from five water schemes in 

Dong, Garkida, Koh, Kikang, and Tudun Wada Bazza 

communities in Adamawa state  constructed through FAO’s 

technical support and funded by Eni, through its Nigerian 

subsidiary, Nigerian Agip Exploration with  Nigerian National 

Petroleum Corporation as the concessionaire. A special event 

for handing-over and commissioning the water points was 

held on Thursday October 21 at Koh community in Girei local 

government area in Yola, Adamawa State and was presided 

over by the Adamawa State Government’s Chief of Staff, 

Prof. Maxwell Gidado and Food and Agriculture Organization 

of the  United Nations (FAO) Representative in Nigeria and to the 

Economic Community of West African States (ECOWAS), Mr. Fred 

Kafeero.  

Prof. Gidado represented the Adamawa State Executive 

Governor, Ahmadu Umaru Fintiri. Others in attendance at 

the function  included Adamawa State Government 

Commissioner for Water  Resources, Hassan Kaigama, 

Permanent Secretary Ministry of  Agriculture and Natural 

Resources, Mrs Dorathy Augustine and Girei Local Area 

Chairman, Judah Hamisa, among others. Prof. Gidado said 

that the water project was one of the many interventions in 

the state that are supported by FAO and  other   

development  partners.  On his side, Mr. Kafeero pointed out 

that the project is geared  towards achieving Sustainable 

Development Goals (SDGs),   particularly those aimed at 

eradicating poverty; hunger; ensuring  clean water and 

sanitation; climate action and on fostering public-private 

partnerships. According to him, the use of water for domestic 

and agriculture needs of households is one sure way to 

achieve enhanced food  security and nutrition and ultimately 

zero hunger.  

National Agriculture Show highlights 
the role of smallholders farmers      
in sustaining food systems  

The National Agricultural Show 2021 was held in  

Nasarawa state, as part of the celebrations to mark the 

World Food Day, state with the main theme being the 

recognition of smallholder farmers in sustaining food 

systems.  

The weeklong event was opened by the Federal  

Minister of Agriculture and Rural Development,  

Dr. Mohammed Mahmood Abubakar. FAO was  

represented by the Team Leader of the Emergence 

Centre for Transboundary Diseases (ECTAD), Guy  

Kouame on behalf of FAO Representative in Nigeria and to 

the Economic Community of West African States 

(ECOWAS), Mr. Fred Kafeero.  

Hon. Dr. Abubakar disclosed that the Government had 

set aside 600 billion to support farmers across the 

country through zero interest monetary incentives in 

order to expand productivity for domestic consumption 

and export. 

The event attracted attendance of hundreds of farmers, 

farming inputs manufacturers and dealers,  

development partners, development partners and 

members of the general public.   

At the closing of the National Agriculture Show, the 

Chairman Senate Committee on Agriculture Senator, 

Abdullahi Adam, commended FAO for the  

demonstrated commitment to the development of the 

agricultural sector in Nigeria and supporting the annual 

show.  

FAO’s Fred Kafeero said targeted interventions to make 

farming more technologically advanced, innovation in 

digital agriculture and literacy improvement among 

women would usher in the desired results.  

Touring exhibition stalls at the National Agriculture 
Show 
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Contact information: 

FAO Representation in Nigeria   
Email: FAO-NG@fao.org  
Website: http://www.fao.org/nigeria  
Twitter: @FAONigeria  
Facebook: FAO Nigeria 
Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations 
Abuja, Nigeria   

Call for Nigeria to tranform agriculture through more efficient, inclusive, 
resilient and sustainable food systems 

Key stakeholders have called upon more efforts to  

transform Nigeria’s agriculture sector through more  

efficient, inclusive, resilient and sustainable food systems.  

The call was made by key stakeholders during a high-level 

panel discussion organized to commemorate the World 

Food Day 2021 presided over by the State Minister of  

Agriculture and Rural Development, Hon. Alhaji Mustapha 

Baba Shehuri. 

It was organized by the Food and Agriculture Organization of 

the United Nations (FAO) in collaboration with the  

International Fund for Agricultural Development (IFAD), 

World Food Programme (WFP) and the World Intellectual 

Property Organization (WIPO).  

In his remarks, FAO Representative in Nigeria and to  

ECOWAS, Fred Kafeero, said the discussion was part of the  

celebrations to mark the World Food Day 2021.  

During his opening remarks, Hon. Shehuri shared details of 

various efforts by the Federal Government of Nigeria in  

preserving and transforming the agri-food systems towards 

achieving food security and nutrition in the country.  

In his remarks that were read on his behalf by the FAO  

Representative in Nigeria and to ECOWAS, Fred Kafeero, the 

UN Resident and Humanitarian Coordinator, Dr. Edward 

Kallon, underscored the importance of food systems in  

ensuring food security, nutrition and environmental  

sustainability.  

The Ambassador of the Kingdom of Norway, HE Knut Eiliv 

Lein, represented by the Embassy’s Trade Counsellor, Hans 

Peter Christophersen, explained his country’s support to 

Nigeria for sustainable food systems. 

Senior Advisors to the President on Agriculture, Dr. Andrew  

Kwasari and Sustainable Development Goals, HE Princess 

Adejoke Orelope Adefulire, touched on the key highlights in 

transforming Nigeria’s agriculture in efforts to achieve zero 

hunger and other SDGs. HE Princess Adefulire was  

represented by her Assistant, Rose Keffas. 

The Country Programme Manager of the International Fund 

for Agricultural Development (IFAD), Patrick Habamenshi 

and Country Director a.i of the World Food Programme 

(WFP), Ronald Sibanda shared spoke about their agencies’ 

support to the Government of Nigeria in the same area.  

The President of All Farmers Association of Nigeria,  

Arc. Kabir Ibrahim and the President Small Scale Women 

Farmers Organization in Nigeria,  Ms. Mary Afan, dwelt on 

the role of smallholder farmers in transforming agri-food 

systems in the country together with the important role that 

women, who are the majority of all farmers, play in  

transforming Nigeria’s agriculture through more efficient, 

inclusive, resilient and sustainable food systems.  

On her side, ActionAid Country Director, Ms. Ene Obi  

represented by the organization’s Director of Programmes, 

Suwaiba Yakub Jibrin, discussed the role of the civil society 

organizations in efforts for achieving zero hunger.  

The virtual panel discussion, which was livestreamed 

through YouTube and other social media platforms, was 

moderated by WIPO’s Head of Office in Nigeria, Oluwatobi-

loba Moody and was attended by development partners, 

agriculture researchers, policy makers, academicians,  

students, private sector media, and members of public.  

A screenshot of some of the panellists  during the discussion 

©
F

A
O

, 
2
0
2
1

 

C
B

7
3
7
8
E

N
/1

/1
1
.2

1
 




