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Document Summary
This document provides the progress report of the work carried out by the ad-hoc Task Group on catch
concepts. It includes the rationale for the creation of the Group and some additional background information.
It also illustrates the preliminary activities carried out by the Task Group, notably the joint CWP meeting
between the TG-catch concepts and TG-fishing effort convened online in July 2021.
The key discussion points and recommendations to revise and update the catch concepts diagram and
associated definitions are provided in the following document, as well the indication of possible next steps.
The current draft version of the new CWP catch concepts diagram is also provided for discussion.
CWP members are kindly invited to provide feedback on the proposed changes to the catch concepts
diagram and associated definitions required to finalize the work of the ad-hoc TG-catch concepts, for the
consideration and adoption of CWP-27.

1. BACKGROUND
The 26th session of CWP (CWP-26) established five ad-hoc task groups (TGs) to develop its work during the
2019-2022 intersessional period (FAO, 2019a). The membership of these TGs is open to all CWP parties, and
CWP-26 identified a lead organization for each TG to convene and lead that TG with support from the CWP
Secretariat. Three of these TGs involve capture fisheries:
•
•
•

TG on catch concepts (TG-catch)
TG on fishing effort concepts (TG-effort)
TG on reference harmonization standard (TG-RH2).

The objectives of TG-catch concepts are to:

•
•

Review, revise and where necessary further develop CWP catch concepts and associated definitions
including the components ‘retained catch’, ‘bycatch’ and ‘intended catch’.
Review and develop the application of catch concepts to the broader context of recreational, smallscale, artisanal, commercial, semi-industrial and industrial fisheries.

As part of this work, TG-catch will also take into consideration revisions to the catch concepts and associated
diagram which were proposed by the technical workshop on global harmonization of tuna fisheries statistics
held in 2018 (FAO, 2019b). In addition, CWP Fishery Subject Group requested that further consideration be
given to a definition and use of the term ‘fish’ in the context of the catch concepts (FAO, 2019a).
It was noted that some outputs from TG-effort could have implications for the work of TG-catch and another
TG on reference harmonization standard (TG-RH2) and vice-versa (e.g. fishing activity information and
fishing effort module), and collaboration between all three TGs is envisaged to ensure overall consistently in
advice to CWP.
2. MAJOR ACTIVITIES UNDERTAKEN
1st Joint CWP meeting of the TG-Catch Concepts and TG-Fishing Effort
The first joint meeting of CWP ad-hoc task groups on catch concepts (TG-catch) and fishing effort concepts
(TG-effort) was held online 6 July 2021. The meeting was co-convened by the lead for TG-catch and the coleads for TG-effort.
It was noted that some outputs from TG-effort could have implications for the work of TG-catch and another
TG on Reference Harmonization Standards (TG-RH2) and vice-versa (e.g. fishing activity information and
fishing effort module), and collaboration between all three TGs was envisaged to ensure overall consistently
in advice to CWP.
The purpose of the joint-meeting (6 July 2021) was therefore to initiate the program of work and tasks required
for both TG-catch and TG-effort in the coming months, and to ensure any potential overlap in activities or
discussions between these TGs is fully noted.
The meeting was well attended by nominated participants of both TGs (i.e., GFCM, NAFO, IOTC, ICCAT,
ICES, SEAFDEC and WECAFC), in addition to other CWP parties interested in contributeing to the discussion
and work of the TGs (IATTC, OECD and SEAFDEC). A summary of the main discussion points and
recommendations are provided in the following sections below.
3. CWP CATCH CONCEPTS DIAGRAM
There was broad agreement by participants of the Joint CWP meeting that while the current diagram captures
the main CWP catch concepts (e.g., gross catches, nominal catches, discards, etc.) reasonably well, and allows
the simple formulation (i.e., positive/negative contributions) at different stages of the fishing operation, there
was a need to assess the relevance and possible revision of the diagram in line with the working definitions
and concepts used by CWP parties.
Suggested amendments to the diagram, as proposed during an FAO Technical Workshop of Global
Harmonization of the Tuna fisheries statistics1 in 2018, were also presented to the TG members (see Annex;
changes denoted by red hashed line), and which included the following changes:
1.

The addition of “Discarded dead – post-release mortality”
•

1

The category was originally proposed by ICCAT, and represents the proportion of the discards from
catch released live (for instance, the post-release mortality of small tuna individuals caught for tuna
fattening/aquaculture).

www.fao.org/3/CA3132EN/ca3132en.pdf
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•

It was suggested that to avoid confusion – transfers of “discarded dead – post-release mortality” should
be reflected through the gross catch (rather than retained catch, as currently) before being considered
under the category “Unrecorded, rejected or dumped landings”.

2. The addition of “- other edible or inedible fishery products, etc.” to the box “Nominal Catches =Landings
* Conversion Factors”.
•
•

It was unclear whether this change was intended to represent the addition of quantities from “Gains
prior to landing” (such as fluid or solids during the shipboard procedure), or the deduction (denoted
by “ - ” symbol) of the same quantities from the landings converted to live weight equivalent.
This issue requires further clarification/consideration.

3. Changes to the connecting line to/from “Gains prior to landing” (amended from a positive to negative
contribution in the revised diagram).
•

It was noted that this change looks like an accidental error during the drafting of the revised diagram
(as gains prior to landing should represent a positive contribution in terms of quantities).

It was noted that while nominal catches are commonly used when presenting fishery statistics, the concept of
gross removals is more closely aligned (at a conceptual level) with the requirements of stock assessment in
terms of the best estimation of the biomass removals due to fishing activity. For this reason, some t-RFMOs
(e.g., ICCAT, CCSBT and most recently WCPFC) have begun to include the dead discards and live releases
(converted to live weight equivalanet) in their nominal catches.
Related to this point, it was highlighted by the TG-catch convener that the definition of nominal catches used
by some CWP partners often differ from the formal concept, as defined by CWP:
"NOMINAL CATCHES" refers to the landings converted to a live weight basis. In fact it is often
referred to as the "Live weight equivalent of the landings" or shortened to the "LIVE WEIGHT". In
national publications the same concept is also given the name "Landings on a round, fresh basis",
"Landings on a round, whole basis" or "Landings on an ex-water basis" 2.
Other comments related to the catch concepts diagram are noted below:
-

The definition of “Unrecorded, rejected, or dumped landings” was not clear to some participants - in
terms of the language used – but also the differences with discards and may need further
consideration.

-

The position of this same category in the overall diagram and linkage to the other components was
also discussed. It was suggested, for example, that to avoid confusion that this category should come
directly from “Gross catch” rather than “Retained catches”.

-

There was some discussion regarding the extent to which the revised diagram was applicable to
artisanal or small-scale fisheries, given the recent inputs and proposed changes arising from the tRFMO workshop.

It was agreed that additional feedback on revisions to the catch concept diagram should be conducted
intersessionally, including circulation of an (editable) copy of the diagram that participants could then suggest
changes to, in addition to more substantive comments on the catch concepts.
4. DEFINITION OF CWP CATCH RELATED CONCEPTS

2

https://www.fao.org/cwp-on-fishery-statistics/handbook/capture-fisheries-statistics/catch-and-landings/en/
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The second part of the TG-catch concepts session focused on proposals to revise the following catch concepts:
“retained catches”, “bycatch”, “discarded catch”, and “fish”. The following comments were noted:
Bycatch
•

The issue of which species are considered as bycatch was raised, which – in some cases – can be open to
interpretation. In the case of IOTC for example, bycatch is considered to be any species reported not
directly under the mandate of IOTC3, as opposed to the CPCs themselves which may be targeting a much
greater number of species than just tuna and tuna-like species.

Discarded catch
•

•

It was highlighted that the current wording (i.e., proposed during CWP-26) describing the reasons for
discarding, i.e., “undersized, unsaleable, or otherwise undesirable”, may be too restrictive and exclude
other reasons for the release of catch (e.g., species for which there may be retention bans) – noting that
there is always a reason why catches are discarded.
Possible solutions are to include additional categories to ensure the full range of reasons for discarding are
sufficiently captured in the description – or alternatively to abbreviate the current wording in order that
the meaning is sufficiently generic to capture all possible reasons for discarding; e.g.:
Discarded catch:
Estimated component of the catch which is the total live weight of undersized, unsaleable or otherwise
undesirable whole fish and other aquatic organisms which are discarded at the time of the capture or
shortly afterwards (refer catch concept diagram).

Fish
•
•

Most of the catch concepts presented (including “retained catch”, “bycatch” and “discards”) include
specific reference to “fish” which, understandably, may be interpreted as applying to fin-fish only – rather
than all aquatic species (e.g., crustaceans, cephalopods, molluscs, etc.).
This appears to take the current definition of “fish” out of context, which is defined as:
“A species or group of species of living aquatic (i.e., marine, freshwater or brackish) resources which are
targeted during fishing or associated with the catch of the target species or group, subsequently processed
or not, many of which are recorded in the ASFIS List of Species for Fishery Statistical Purposes.”

•

Nevertheless, the case was made that the definition of “fish”, and use of the terminology in the context of
the other catch concepts requires further review and consideration.

Similarly, it was agreed that the definitions be circulated to the meeting participants and feedback consolidated
before being presented to the group for further discussion or finalization prior to the intersessional meeting
scheduled for November 2021.
5. NEXT STEPS
It was agreed that additional feedback on revisions to the catch concept diagram and associated catch
definitions be conducted intersessionally, including circulation of an (editable) copy of the diagram that
participants could then suggest changes to, in addition to a request for additional comments on the catch
concepts.
The TG-catch also agreed to begin drafting a revised catch concepts diagram for circulation to CWP partners,
based on the comments received to date. A copy of the current draft diagram can be found in Annex 3.
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16 species under the management mandate of IOTC, including selected species of sharks (https://www.iotc.org/aboutiotc/competence).
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Annex 1. Curent CWP catch concepts diagram (https://www.fao.org/3/bt981t/bt981t.pdf)
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Annex 2. FAO technical workshop on tuna fisheries statistics 2018: Proposed revisions to CWP catch concepts
diagram (highlighted by red hash line),
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Annex 3. CWP catch concept diagram: annotated draft version (2021)

