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FAO Remote Sensing Survey reveals
Tropical rainforests under pressure as agricultural 
expansion drives global deforestation 

88.1%
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Tree cover 2018 in 
non-tropical biomes
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Tree cover 2018 in 
tropical biomes
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400 000
samples analyzed 

national experts from 

126
countries

A network of more than

800
A methodology

focused on land use 
changes and empowering

capacities
at national level

using
Collect Earth Online
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Detected deforestation between
the years 2000 and 2018
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Detected deforestation between
the years 2000 and 2018
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5.78%

Agriculture

Livestock grazingCropland expansion Urban and infrastructure development Other

38.46%

49.60%

6.16%

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

South America

Asia

Africa

Oceania

North and C. America

Europe

Other driversCropland Livestock grazing




