Accelerating FAO
support on SDG
monitoring
Follow-up Meeting with FAO
Representatives and
Decentralized Offices in REU and
RNE
3 November 2021, 10:00 Rome time

1. Feedback on the
implementation of the toolkit
“Accelerating FAO support SDG
monitoring”

Toolkit to support
decentralized offices in
SDG monitoring

The Toolkit was presented in a series of videoconferences that OCS
organized in the Spring of 2021 with a view to “Strengthening the
statistical capacity of decentralized offices”
The Toolkit of resources to support decentralized offices accelerate
FAO support on SDG monitoring enumerates key potential actions that
FAORs can take in scaling up support to SDG monitoring.
It provides an inventory of all relevant FAO resources, including
websites, publications, articles, e-learning courses, the SDG-indicators
newsletter, multimedia, as well as the FAO Intranet resources.

Actions to Accelerate SDG monitoring


Promote FAO’s work on SDG monitoring and the importance of aligning SDG national frameworks with the global indicator
framework



Identify SDG-related data and statistical capacity gaps during the UN Common Country Analysis (CCA) process and include
UN coordinated data collection and statistical capacity development activities in the United Nations Sustainable Development
Cooperation Framework (UNSDCF) and FAO Country Programming Frameworks (CPF)



Establish Technical Cooperation Programmes (TCPs) designed to support SDG monitoring and support resource mobilization
for the implementation of data collection and capacity development activities related to statistics and the SDGs



Support FAO data collection processes by facilitating the identification of and communication with national focal points and
by following up on data requests



Communicate statistics-related countries’ needs and facilitate pilot testing of new methodologies (e.g., data disaggregation
techniques, use of earth observation data etc)



Contribute to reports on country experiences in monitoring the SDGs

Discussion
 Which of the suggested actions have you undertaken in your country/region?
 Do you require additional support to implement the suggested actions to scale
up support to SDG monitoring?

Discussion
 Which of following tools from the toolkit have you used in the course of your work?
 SDG performance country profile tool on SharePoint

 Statistical Capacity Assessment country reports
 Resource Mobilization Portfolio

 SDG indicators portal
 Inventory of FAO statistical capacity development programmes and services

 E-learning courses
 Are there additional features you would like the Toolkit to feature?

2. Feedback on the implementation
of the Guidelines on
Mainstreaming Statistics and SDG
indicators in CCAs/UNSDCFs

 UNSDCFs guide the entire programming cycle, driving planning, implementation, monitoring, reporting and
evaluation of collective UN support for achieving the 2030 Agenda.
 While the Country Programming Framework (CPF) remains the planning document at country level for FAO, this
must be duly derived from and synchronized with the UNSDCF.
 Thus, highlighting the importance of statistics and SDG indicators for supporting the achievement of the 2030
Agenda at country level in the UNSDCF is critical to ensuring that statistical requirements are sufficiently
recognized and funded.
 This is vital for ensuring that the outputs formulated within the new UNSDCF both support statistical activities
and ensure commensurate financing for them

=> Statistics should be a cornerstone of UNSDCF formulation as well as a development outcome in
the document itself

Purpose of the Guidelines

 The Guidelines on Mainstreaming Statistics and SDG indicators in UNSDCFs developed
by OCS provide a roadmap of important actions needed from the responsible FAO
personnel (statistician/data officer) to embed statistical activities in UNSDCFs
 They are articulated along the five main steps of the UNSDCF process:

 Step 1. Developing the Roadmap and Common Country Analysis (CCA)
 Step 2. Cooperation Framework Design
 Step 3. United Nations Country Team Configuration
 Step 4. Funding the Cooperation Framework

 Step 5. Implementation, Monitoring and Learning

Purpose of the Guidelines

 For each step of the process, the Guidelines also highlight relevant resources and tools that
may be used to better integrate statistical activities in the relevant programming documents
 Based on the Guidelines, OCS has also prepared a Mainstreaming statistics in UNSDCF
checklist offering an agency-agnostic point for reference for any UN entities willing to
further embed statistics and SDG indicators in UNSDCF programming
 The Guidelines are also harmonized with the draft FAO Country Programming
Framework Guidelines that are being developed by OSP.

Discussion

 For those involved in the formulation of the UNSDCF, to what extent have you used the
Guidelines on Mainstreaming Statistics and SDG indicators in CCAs/UNSDCFs ?
 What actions have you / will you take as a result?

 What are the challenges in their effective implementation?
 Is there additional support that you require in implementing these guidelines ?

Discussion

 To kick-start the discussion, we will hear two brief presentations from two FAO Offices in two
countries that are at slightly different stages of the UNSDCF cycle:
 United Arab Emirates, starting its new UNSDCF cycle in 2022

 Kyrgyzstan, starting its new UNSDCF cycle in 2023

UNSDCF Calendar

REU countries

Start of new CF cycle

RNE countries

Start of new CF cycle

Armenia
Belarus
Albania
Kyrgyzstan

Jan-21
Jan-21
Jan-22
Jan-23

Saudi Arabia
Algeria
Yemen
Sudan

Feb-21
Jan-22
Jan-22
Jan-22

Montenegro
Republic of Moldova
Tajikistan
Ukraine
Azerbaijan
Bosnia and Herzegovina
Georgia
Kazakhstan
North Macedonia
Serbia
Turkey
Turkmenistan
Uzbekistan
Kosovo**

Jan-23
Jan-23
Jan-23
Jan-23
Jan-26
Jan-26
Jan-26
Jan-26
Jan-26
Jan-26
Jan-26
Jan-26
Jan-26
Jan-26

United Arab Emirates
Bahrain
Egypt
Jordan
Lebanon
Libya
Mauritania
Morocco
Iraq
Kuwait
Tunisia

Jan-22
Jan-23
Jan-23
Jan-23
Jan-23
Jan-23
Jan-23
Jan-23
Jan-25
Jan-25
Jan-26

** References to Kosovo shall be understood to be in the context of Security Council Resolution 1244 (1999).

CCA and UNSDCF
REVIEW: Kyrgyzstan
FEKYR

Key steps in cooperation framework cycle
(CF Guidelines)
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.

Roadmap
Common Country Analysis
Cooperation framework design
UNCT configuration
Framework signature
Funding framework
UN Entity programmes
Joint workplan implementation,
monitoring and learning
9. Evaluation

Stage 1.
Roadmap:
advance
planning

The roadmap summarizes the agreement
by the UNCT and the government, after
consultation with other stakeholders, on
key milestones, timelines, support needs
and roles in the Cooperation Framework
cycle.

1. Roadmap: advance planning

Stage 2. CCA: Action Plan – check the LINK for the file
Milestone 1
Milestone 2

CCA Detailed
Milestone 3
Action Plan is
CCA evidence
prepared –
Milestone 4
based
is
done
CCA
is
established –
Milestone 5
drafted –
Stakeholders
done
done
are engaged
CCA is
into the CCA
finalized –
process for
quality
assurance –
in progress

in progress

CCAStructureand Outline
1

Introduction

2

Kyrgyzstan’s development context (need for further clarifications on the scope of the
analysis)
COVID‐19 impact (across all sections where data available/relevant)

3

4

5

RCO

1 page

2.1 Demographic Context

UNFPA

WFP, UNDP, ILO, IOM, UNHCR

2.2 Political Context, Governance and
Institutions

UNDP

RCO, WFP, ILO, OHCHR, IOM,
UNODC, UN Women

2.3 Economic Context

UNDP

UNFPA, WFP, ILO, ITC, FAO,
IOM, UNIDO, UN Women

2.4 Social Context

RCO‐
International
Consultant

UNFPA, WFP, UNDP, ILO, UNAIDS,
FAO, OHCHR, IOM, UNESCO, WHO,
UNHCR, UNICEF, UN Women

2.5 Environmental Context

UNEP

WFP, FAO, UNESCO, WHO, IOM,
UNDP, UNIDO, UN Women

2.6 Analysis of commitments under
international norms and standards
(include human rights and gender
equality)

OHCHR

WFP, UNDP, ILO, IOM, UNESCO,
UNHCR, UNICEF, UN Women

2.7 Peace and Conflict Analysis

RCO ‐ Peace and
Development
Adviser

WFP, ILO, FAO, UNODC, OHCHR,
IOM, UNDP, UNICEF, UN Women

National Vision for Sustainable
Development (knowns and
unknowns)
• Country’s Key Development
Priorities: National Vision
• National strategies for COVID‐19
response and recovery
• Analysis of national capacities and
bottlenecks for change

RCO ‐ Team
Leader/Economi
st

UNFPA, WFP, UNDP, FAO, IOM,
WHO, UN Women, UNHCR

Progress towards the 2030 Agenda in
the Kyrgyz Republic
To be included in this section also:
•Reflection of interlinkages among
these 3 dimensions of SD
•COVID‐19 impact (across all sections
where data available/relevant)

UNDP

Leaving No One Behind
•Analysis of the vulnerable groups,
who is left behind and factors of
vulnerability

WFP

14
pages

6

Global, Cross‐boundary, Regional and
Sub‐regional Perspectives
• Global perspectives (EU, China,
Russia etc)
• Regional challenges and opportunities
‐ transboundary issues and dynamics
(migration, NRM etc)
• Country’s participation in regional
mechanisms ‐ outline the country’s
participation in EEU etc and its
implications.

RCO ‐ Peace and
Development
Adviser

WFP. UNDP, ILO, FAO, UNODC,
OHCHR, IOM, UN Women, UN
ESCAP, UNHCR

3
pages

7

Financing Landscape and
Opportunities
• Foreign Finance
•Domestic Incentives and Landscape:
Public and Private Finance
• National Budget Allocations
• Alternative Finance

RCO ‐
Partnership and
Development
Finance Officer

WFP, FAO, IFAD, UNDP, UN Women,
UN ESCAP

3
pages

8

Partnerships and capacity analysis
•Analysis of other partners – civil
society, IFIs, other intergovernmental
organisations and etc. active in the
country.
• Partnership opportunities for the UN

RCO ‐
International
Consultant +
Partnership and
Development
Finance Officer

UNFPA, WFP, UNDP, ILO, UNAIDS,
FAO, OHCHR, IOM, WHO, IFAD, UN
Women, UNHCR

3
pages

Multidimensional risk analysis

RCO – Peace
and
Development
Adviser (with
the support of
DPPA
Innovation Cell
on scenario
planning)

WFP, UNDP, ILO, FAO, OHCHR,
IOM, UNICEF, UN Women

3
pages

RCO ‐
International
Consultant

UNFPA, WFP, UNDP, ILO, FAO, OHCHR, 5 page
IOM, UNESCO, IFAD, UNICEF,
s
UN Women

2
pages
9

• Risk Mapping and Analysis
•Engines for stability and peace (pro‐

development factors)
• Future scenarios

UNFPA, WFP, ILO, FAO, IOM, WHO,
UNICEF, UN Women, UN ESCAP,
UNHCR

UNFPA,
WFP, UNDP, ILO, UNAIDS, FAO, UNO
DC, OHCHR, IOM, WHO, UNHCR,
IFAD, UNICEF, UN Women, UN ESCAP

3
pages

3
pages

10 Strategic entry points for UN
programming
•Key gaps, challenges and
opportunities for advancing the 2030
Agenda in the Kyrgyz Republic
•Strategic entry points for UN’s
programming (including comparative
advantages, as also derived from
UNDAF Evaluation0

Expected Challenges and Opportunities
• Human resource capacity

• Capacity development trainings on UN reform (UNDAF vs. UNSDCF, etc.)
• Promote greater interactions, such as retreats, meetings, trainings, etc.
• Organize study tours (online and offline), exchanges of successful experiences, best
practices and challenges of UNDAF/UNSDCF implementation, monitoring, reporting
in other countries
• Financial constrains: Financial commitments of UN agencies are limited
• Strengthen its technical capacity, HCA adoption with Government and efficient
implementation of resource mobilization strategy.
• Development of joint resource mobilization strategy

• Development of strategy on private sector engagement as one of the key potential
stakeholders.

Expected assistance to be requested in adaptation of SDG
indicators

SDG 2.3.1 and 2.3.2 productivity and
income of small scale food producers
SDG 2.4.1 proportion of agricultural area
under productive and sustainable
agriculture
SDG 12.3.1 Food Loss and Waste

Thank you

Bahrain: Presentation on UNSDCF
process
Armen Sedrakyan Economist, SNG

FAO Country Programme of Work in Bahrain
FAO is contributing to policy/programme priorities of the Kingdom of Bahrain set within
the Government and UN Strategic Cooperation Framework (2021-22), in line with The
Economic Vision 2030, and The Government Action Plan 2018-22, especially towards its
second priority “Financial sustainability and economic development”, within the policies
and initiatives to “Enhancing food security and encouraging investment in the sector”.
Strategic interactions and close coordination with the Ministry of Works, Municipalities
Affairs and Urban Planning and partner entities including Bahrain Information, and
eGovernment Authority to formulate and sponsor projects for implementation. Quality
and timely technical expertise are key elements.
Policy and programming dialogue among the UN and Government partners is on
special attention, especially around the coordination for CCA, UNSDCF JWPs
processes.

FAO ongoing projects in Bahrain
Formulate the National Food Security Strategy 2030
Links to SDG targets: 2.1, 2.2, 2.4, 2.a, 6.4, 8.2, 12.3, 13.2, 14.2, 15.1
Strengthen reliable statistics for food and agriculture sectors in line with
international standards
Links to SDGs targets: 2.1, 2.3, 2.4

Developing sustainable aquaculture sector together with the National
Mariculture Centre of Ras Hayyan
Links to SDGs targets: 14,7, 2,2, 2,5
Eradicate animal diseases and zoonosis, and conserve farm animal genetic resources.
Links to SDGs targets: 2.3, 2.5, 3.3, 12.3, 13.3, 15.6, 15.a

UNSDCF, CCA and JWPs
The UNSDCF 2021-2022 was signed on 31 May 2021. It built on the CCA
prepared in 2018. The Update CCA - is on progress - will inform the next
UNSDCF. FAO is an active member of UNCT, PMT work.

CCA expected products include: two thematic diagnostic papers (FAO is leading
on Food Systems); data and knowledge repository (RCO is leading); and updated
CCA report (We benefit from a strong CCA expert deploy by RCO). On key
data/information a separate semi-structured questionnaire is prepared. Key
informants interviews play an important role in the process.
The current UNSDCF has benefited from the FAO Statistics included in the
process. Thanks to the Project on Strengthen reliable statistics for food and
agriculture, which focuses on Capacities are strengthened to implement
integrated surveys in agriculture conducted with the support of FAO.
Challenge: Only for few SDGs there is available data for Bahrain.

Thank you
Contact us FAO-SNG@fao.org

3. Roadmap for SDG Monitoring in
NENA Region
Regional Office for Near East and
North Africa
Office of Chief Statistician

Background

• OCS Guidelines on Mainstreaming Statistics and SDG indicators in CCAs/UNSDCFs
• OCS Toolkit for Accelerating Support on SDGs
• Virtual meeting on Toolkit held on Thursday 8 April 2021
• Following on Draft Roadmap for accelerating support on SDG monitoring
• Circulated to FAO Representatives for comments on 26 05 2021 by RNE ADG

• This meeting presents the Roadmap for SDG Monitoring in NENA Region for discussion
and feedback.

Objective 1: Build the capacity of FAO DO + UNCT STAFF to support SDG monitoring

ID

Stage I
2021

Activities

Stage II
2022-2023

Outputs

1 Review UNDSCF processes in countries, identify FAO entry
points/requirements and implement training programme for
FAO Country Offices on mainstreaming statistics and
indicators needed to support UNSDCF formulation. Including
contribution
FAO country
profiles and data
including
2 Develop
and of
implement
a communication
planassets
to keep
FAO
DO and UNCTs informed and engaged, in consultation with
decentralized offices and DCOs

Jan-Dec:
Implementation
according to training
plan
Jan-Dec: Develop and
Implement
Communication Plan

1 training
session

3 Develop a mechanism to share best practices, new
developments and keep relevant staff engaged

Development of
feedback mechanism
and include it in
communication plan

1 success
stories
shared

Ongoing

Updated
toolkit
available
online

4 Regularly update toolkit

Ongoing

at least 2
communicat
ions per
year

Objective 2: Encourage and support COUNTRIES to enroll in CD programmes and activities that support SDG monitoring

Stage I
2021
Jun-Oct - applicaton to
programme

Stage II
2022-2023
roll out of tranings and technical
assistance

2 Implementation of statistical capacity roll out of tranings and
development programme EU Project technical assistance
for Capacity Development activities
on SDG Target 2.1 (2.1.1 and 2.1.2).

roll out of tranings and technical
assistance

Capacity development
programmes implemented as
planned and accroding to
expected results

3 Annual call for expression of interest
for training and TA activities sent to
NSOs/MoAs with collaboration of
FAO Country Offices

Jan - December: Preparation of the Call
for expression of interest on the basis
of the SDG gap assessment 2018/19
Launch Call (Chief Statistician through
FAORs)
Compile results as inputs for next
workplan/roadmap
2023 as Funds allow

List of countries requiring
assistance by SDG indicators
available and distributed to
SDG focal points

ID

Activities

1 Promotion and Implementation of
Global Strategy to improve
agricultural and rural statistics –
phase 2 and 50x2030 Programme

4 Develop, consolidate and disseminate
SDG annual training programme and
technical assistance projects on the
basis of the call for expression of
interest

Outputs
Capacity development in line
with GSARS II proposal and
50x2030 programme

Annual training plan and TA
projects available available and
integrated in SCD programmes

Objective 3: Systematically encourage and support COUNTRIES in collecting key SDG indicators
in major agricultural census and survey projects and household survey projects

ID

Activities

Stage I
2021

Stage II
2022-2023

Outputs

1 Systematically promote the production of SDG farm-based
indicators as part of census engagement process and TCPs

Capacity
development
activities
programmed

2 Systematically promote the production of FIES data in national
household surveys

Capacity
development
activities
programmed
Capacity
development
activities
programmed

3 Systematically promote the disaggregation of data for SDG
monitoring, e.g., gender disaggregation

Objective 4: Make sure that statistics and data are seen as development outcomes
and well mainstreamed in UNSDCF/CPFs and REGIONAL initiatives

ID

Activities

1 Make sure UNSDCF/CPF (United Nations
Sustainable Development Cooperation
Framework/Country Programming Framework)
are reviewed and integrates statistical capacity
development dimensions as well as SDG
indicators
2 - Make sure Common Country Analysis (CCA) are
reviewed and take into account assessment of
country’s statistical capacity to produce SDG
indicators and other relevant food and
agricultural statistics

Stage I
2021

Stage II
2022-2023

Outputs

Engage with Country team
involved in UNSDCF and CPF
teams to include statistical
capacity

Activities for
statistical capacity
development
incldued in
UNSDCF/CPF

Activities for statistical
capacity development
incldued in UNSDCF/CPF

Statistical capacity
assessed in CCA

SDG
Targets /
Indicator
s

Objective 5: Support NATIONAL-level resources mobilization for SDG monitoring

ID

Activities

1 Identify and share best practices in terms of
integrating/aligning SDG indicators in national
projects (e.g. M&E, data collection, use in
project design and decision‐making, …)
2 Support decentralized offices in formulating SDG
monitoring projects or integrating the
production or use SDG indicators in nonstatistical FAO projects

Stage I
2021

Stage II
2022-2023

To discuss activities

To discuss activities

On the basis of the call for
expression of interest and funds
already available

On the basis of the call for
expression of interest and funds
already available

Outputs

Objective 6: Leverage partnerships with REGIONAL organizations and initiatives,
to increase SDG reporting and data use

ID

Activities

1 Examine new partnerships to promote
RO, SRO
FAO’s work, improve regional coordination
and foster synergies in support SDG
monitoring:
- League of Arab States
- GCC Stat
- AITRS

Stage I
2021

Resp.
Ongoing

Stage II
2022-2023
Ongoing

Outputs
Collaboration opportunies explored and
meaningful contribution/collaboration
achieved

SDG
Targets / Indicators
All SDGs

Coordination & Monitoring of the implementation of the SDG Roadmap

ID

Activities

1 Oversee, coordinate and
report on the
implementation of the
roadmap

Resp.
RNE: Nancy Chin
OCS: V. Bizier; D.
Navarro; S. Ditlecadet;
T. Sharma

Stage I
2021
Regular meetings

Stage II
2022-2023
Regular meetings

Outputs
Implementation of
the roadmap well
coordinated
Annual reports
available

2 Monitor the implementation OCS; Laurent Thomas'
of the roadmap at national office (Cristina
Amaral, Demelza
level and its impact
Wilkes)

June: Review Country Annual
Report (CAR) questionnaire to
include questions on country
offices' work on SDG
monitoring

31st January: CAR results
published

CAR reports (annual)
SDG response rates
for RNE region
(annual)

Points for discussion

• Proposed roadmap to accelerate SDG reporting in NENA region

• Any additional support required
to accelerate the production and use of SDG indicators at national level

Thank you
for your attention!

4. Virtual Seminar Series for
UNCT Data Officers and
Economists, open to relevant
FAO officers

Purpose of the proposed Virtual Seminar Series

 This modular training programme will help UNCT Data Officers and Economists as well as relevant UN agency
officers strengthen collaboration between the National Statistical System (NSS) and custodian agencies, and
better support UNCTs in developing one coordinated statistical capacity development programme to strengthen
the and its ability to monitor the SDG indicators
 The main objective of the programme is to develop trainees’ knowledge and skills in supporting the
improvement of SDG monitoring at national level with the ultimate purpose of providing better evidence and
actionable insights to accelerate progress on SDG implementation.
 This programme is led by FAO and UNODC, has recently been discussed in the inter-agency Committee for the
Coordination of Statistical Activities (CCSA) and has received the go-ahead by the Development Cooperation
Office (DCO)

Two-pronged training programme

 The proposed programme is organized along two principal streams, respectively offering UNCT Data
Officers and Economists and relevant UN agency officers a tailored training package aimed to:
 enable them to engage in the CCA/UNSDCF process more effectively and, in particular, to ensure
the mainstreaming of statistics capacity development programme in the UNSDCF cycle;
 familiarize themselves on specific aspects of SDG reporting and relevant tools available to
accelerate the production and use of SDG indicators at country level.

Target audience
 Members of the UNCT data group in each country (typically Data Officers and/or Economists);
 Relevant UN Resident Agency staff in country offices, e.g.:
 Working on data and statistics
 M&E Officers
 Supporting the CCA/UNSDCF process and/or statistics at national level

Modality
For each of the two principal streams, a series of modules lasting 2.5-3 hours will be delivered at weekly (or biweekly) intervals.

Each virtual seminar will include discussions in plenary or break-out rooms lasting 45 minutes in order for
participants to consolidate their learning, exchange experiences, tackle specific issues and have the opportunity
to work together in proposing solutions.

STREAM 1: CROSS-CUTTING AND PROGRAMMATIC ISSUES
 Module 1: The process of Global SDG monitoring and the key challenges faced by countries
and custodian agencies
 Module 2: Guidance on how to effectively engage in the CCA/UNSDCF process
 Module 3: Guidance on how to support the national SDG reporting process
 Additional cross-cutting modules may be included in the programme, depending on the
availability of international agencies to deliver them.
STREAM 2: FAMILIARIZING UNCT DATA OFFICERS AND ECONOMISTS WITH THE GLOBAL SDG
INDICATORS
 Modules will be arranged on a Goal by Goal basis: For the corresponding SDG indicators,
the presentation will focus on the compilation methodology; the key data sources and the main
constraints faced by countries in data reporting

Learning Outcomes

 Identify the challenges faced by countries and custodian agencies on the process of global SDG monitoring and
ways to address them;

 List, promote and use the tools developed to support the national SDG reporting process, including SDG capacity
assessments, progress assessment methods, data disaggregation techniques, SDG country profiles, guidance for
mainstreaming statistics and SDG indicators in UNSDCFs;
 List and promote the statistical capacity programmes and services in support of specific clusters of SDG
indicators;
 Engage proactively in national processes of “domesticating” or “prioritizing” SDG indicators and be able to
distinguish between national and global indicators, as well as between prioritizing targets and indicators;
 Understand how to improve existing coordination mechanisms between various stakeholders, including UN country
teams, in support of SDG monitoring.
 Gain a basic understanding of the methodology for the compilation of the SDG indicators covered, and the main
data sources used to produce them;

Discussion

 Do you think this training is suitably targeted to improve SDG monitoring at national level? Who else do you
think the target audience should include?
 How will FAO Country Offices identify suitable participants for such a training?
 Do you have further recommendations for how this training should be structured?

 Do you think an additional training specifically targeted to FAO personnel is needed to enhance support for
SDG Monitoring?
 If so, what additional content would you like to see covered in such a training?

5. Updates on the planning of
SDG-related statistical activities
and data accelerators under the
new Strategic Framework

SDG-related data and statistical activities under the new Strategic Framework

 Two-pronged approach to planning data- and statistics-related activities in the 2022-23 biennium:
 PPA data accelerators (outcome 5.4): data products that contribute to strengthen evidence-based decision
making in support to the implementation of one or several PPAs. It includes data in its broad sense (i.e.
raw information collected through a study, survey and an administrative process or generated by satellites or
digital technologies such as earth observation data and big data). It also includes statistics, which are
produced through data manipulation according to specific concepts and definitions, methodological
standards and statistical frameworks to measure specific aspects and characteristics of a phenomenon
 Technical capacity related to data and statistics (outcome 5.2) : Data and statistics activities meant to ensure
that FAO as the technical capacity to deliver on its overall data and statistics programme. AS such, activities
planned under objective 5.2 are cross-cutting in nature and do not serve the implementation of a specific
PPA

PPA data accelerators activities – What’s in scope?

 All activities that will allow the production, dissemination and use of the data considered as accelerators are in
scope, including:
 the development of methods, standards and frameworks to produce the necessary data if they do not
already exist or are outdated (e.g. the development of a methodology to calculate the minimum dietary
diversity score for women (MDD-W); methods for setting nutrient requirements)

 the collection, processing and dissemination of these data. Dissemination of this data through databases,
information systems or platforms, including through data tables, maps and data visualizations
 capacity development to improve availability, quality and use of data accelerators.

 building partnerships for data acquisition, production and dissemination of specific data accelerators
 Some data accelerators might comprise existing data products or activities conducted by FAO as part of its
regular activities (e.g. FAOSTAT data domains) whereas others may be under development or need to be
developed from scratch – the key point is that they provide adequate evidence to support the implementation of
the PPAs.

Two-pronged training programme

Technical capacity activities related to cross-cutting data and statistics – What’s in scope?

 The objective 5.2 aims to ensure that FAO as the technical capacity to deliver on its overall data and statistics
programme. Activities planned under objective 5.2 include:
 the development, dissemination and implementation of methods, standards and frameworks for the
general collection, processing, dissemination, and use of food and agriculture data and statistics, such as:
 the overall capacity development of national agricultural statistical systems to collect, analyze and
disseminate food and agriculture data and statistics, including the 21 SDG indicators for which FAO is
custodianships.
 the dissemination of high quality and internationally comparable food and agriculture data and
statistics
 activities reinforcing FAO data and statistics governance and coordination, both internally and
externally, to improve harmonization, quality, and consistency of data and statistical activities across the
Organization and the International statistical systems.

In summary

 Activities in support to SDG monitoring that target specific indicators should be planned under the data
accelerators (outcome 5.4)
 Activities that are meant to improve FAO’s capacity to fulfil its role as custodian agency (e.g. implementation of
the regional roadmaps) and to support national statistical systems in upgrading their statistical plans or data
collection tools (agriculture censuses or surveys) to produce food and agriculture data and statistics (including SDG
indicators) should be planned under the Technical capacity activities related to cross-cutting data and statistics
(outcome 5.2)
 More guidance on planning data and statistics in 2022-23 will be provided together with OSP guidance

Summary of
Discussion

Feedback on the implementation of the Toolkit
 TCPs to support the strengthening of data collection and documentation would be necessary, especially in countries where crises hinder action;
Integration of SDG indicators in TCP projects; and mainstream SDG reporting into projects, related to SDG data.
 Despite the recognition of monitoring being an important activity, data collection and availability is a challenge, UN agencies may differ in
their reporting requirements – need to align to prevent discrepancies
 Engaging national counterparts and developing country ownership of indicator framework is critical to drive action

 FAO presence in M&E group in terms of technical capacities (statistical experts) needed to engage with UNCTs
 UNCTs have data officers/specialists – FAO offices with limited resources should increase engagement with these officers in addition to the
support from HQ
 While additional resource mobilization is needed, the utilization of resource mobilization portfolio was low according to the survey are there impediments in use? Feedback is welcome.

Feedback on the implementation of the Guidelines on
Mainstreaming Statistics and SDG indicators in
CCAs/UNSDCFs
 Data on SDG availability is a challenge in some countries; there are also instances of published data not being utilized in the CCA process,
it is essential to reference the available SDG data to prepare programmatic documents
 Challenges from previous UNDAF cycle – limited human resource capacity, trainings on UN reforms is needed
 FAO statistical data can be difficult to understand – we can help countries find the right data so available resources are utilized in the
CCA process
 Several survey respondents involved in UNSDCF process indicated that they did not utilize the guidelines, why? OCS welcomes
feedback and suggestions.

Regional Roadmaps 2021-2023 on Accelerating
FAO support on SDG monitoring
 Both Roadmaps have components of •

Capacity building to support SDG Monitoring of staff is a key objective of collaboration with OCS and ESS

•

Actions to integrate farm-based indicators, encourage and support countries in collecting key SDG indicators in major
agricultural census and survey projects and household projects

•

Systematically Working to integrate SDG indicators in the UNSDCF process

 RNE Roadmap seeks to help generate information for SDG indicators- challenge is the number of activities at country level,
impact has to be measured against a baseline for evaluation activities
 At country level, there is room to align SDG indicators with the M&E purposes, although this may not always be possible (We
have yet to tackle how SDG indicators can be used for project monitoring)

Feedback on proposal for virtual training
workshops on SDG Monitoring
 The purpose of this pan-UN training is to better support CCA/UNSDCF process so it is a) well-informed by SDG data and b) statistical
capacity development is a priority in the UNSDCFs and CPFs prepared
 OCS has proposed training for UNCTs on a technical level – data officers, M&E officers in UN agencies, staff identified as relevant for
supporting UNSDCF process from a statistical standpoint
 Focal points identified by UN agencies as working with UN INFO, non-resident agencies should also be invited to the training


M&E group might be best suited for this training

 Some countries supported the idea that a FAO specific training for those working on UNSDCF process is needed
 Cooperation and technical assistance for national statistical organizations is critical, and has been consistently undertaken over the past few
years, now OCS is seeking to provide dedicated technical assistance in implementing tools and utilizing/adapting resources

ADG Closing Remarks

REU ADG closed the meeting by highlighting the following needs:
 strengthened collaboration;

 prioritization of the topics;
 identification of national counterparts and national ownership;

 build on opportunities offered by multilateral organizations (Eurostat, Eurasian Economic Commission);
 strengthened collaboration with UN Economic Commissions to support country offices;
 Identification of solid partners to build regional and national networks;

 strong messages to advocate for TCPs and resource mobilization;
 Regional statisticians to organize the workflow and structural approach in liaison with FAO HQ.

