SECOND EDITION GROWING BLUE CONFERENCE
18 and 19 November 2021
SIDE EVENT – COMBAT IUU FISHING IN LUSOPHONE COUNTRIES
19 NOVEMBER. HYBRID FORMAT BETWEEN 14.30-17.30 HOURS (GMT+2)
CONCEPT NOTE
27/10/2021

BACKGROUND AND OBJECTIVES
Following the success of the first edition (Maputo 23-24 May, 2019), the Minister of Sea, Inland Waters
and Fisheries (MIMAIP) of Mozambique is organizing the Second Edition of the Growing Blue
Conference to be held in Vilankulo, Inhambane province, on 18 and 19 November 20211.
The objective of these international conferences is to promote concertation, alignment and sharing
of knowledge for an effective fulfilment of the commitments under the framework of the SDG14,
specifically in the country and in the western region of the Indian Ocean.
The general objective of the second edition is to: evaluate progress achieved in promoting and
integrating the development of the sea economies in the context of a sustainable Blue Economy,
based on scientific and technological knowledge.
The conference is expected to be hybrid, with about 400 participants physically present out of a total
of 1 000 expected virtually. The Theme of the conference is: Investing in the health of the ocean is
Investing in the Future of the Planet and the thematic areas are:






OCEAN GOVERNANCE: Marine Spatial Plan (MSP); Marine Pollution; Biodiversity /
Conservation; Climate Change/ Food Security (Fisheries, aquaculture, etc) - Maritime
Security
OCEAN INNOVATION: Science; Technology; Innovation
OCEAN HIGHWAYS: Transport / Shipping; Ports; Maritime Commerce; Tourism
OCEAN POWER: Renewable Energy; Oil; Gas

The conference is structured in high-level plenary sessions, parallel sessions and side events.
In the high-level plenary session participations are expected from: Ministries of Fisheries of the
following countries: Angola, Cabo Verde, Comoros, Democratic Republic of the Congo, Eswatini,
Guinea-Bissau, India, Indonesia, Kenya, Madagascar, Malawi, Mauritius, Namibia, Portugal, Sao Tome
and Principe, Seychelles, South Africa, Tanzania, Timor-Leste, United Kingdom of Great Britain and
Northern Ireland, Zambia and Zimbabwe, all the Ministries of Mozambique, the Provincial Governors
and Coastal Municipalities’ Presidents and Costal District Administrators, research and higher
education institutions, public institutions and private sector representatives, representatives of the
fisheries industries and representatives of regional and international organizations.
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http://www.crescendoazul.gov.mz/index.php/en/
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The Director of the Fisheries and Aquaculture Division of FAO will attend the high-level plenary
session and deliver a presentation on: “Investing in Sustainable Fisheries and Aquaculture through
Blue Transformation.”

JOINT SIDE EVENT – COMBATING IUU FISHING
Recalling among others:




The 2050 Africa’s Integrated Maritime Strategy (2012)2, which identifies IUU fishing,
overfishing and environmental crimes as a threat to and vulnerability to the Africa’s Maritime
Domain urging the Members of the African Union to “endeavour to deter IUU fishing
activities”.
The Africa Blue Economy Strategy (October 2019)3 which calls on African Member States to
collaborate by coordinating their monitoring, control and surveillance (MCS) operations and
sharing information timely to ensure freedom of navigation at sea, curb IUU fishing, illicit
trafficking, piracy and maritime criminality.

The National Directorate of Operations of MIMAIP is, with the support of FAO and the Community of
Portuguese Speaking Countries (CPLP), organizing, a side event on combating Illegal, Unreported and
Unregulated fishing (IUU), to take place on 19 November, in the hybrid format, between
14.30-17.30 hours (GMT + 2).
The Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations (FAO) welcomes this opportunity,
under its technical assistance to the MIMAIP on the implementation of the Agreement on Port State
Measures to Prevent, Deter and Eliminate IUU Fishing (PSMA), complementary international
instruments and regional mechanisms to combat IUU fishing and the implementation of a Work Plan
(2021-2022) designed by FAO together with MIMAIP and formally endorsed by the Minister on
15 March 20214.
The Community of Portuguese Speaking Countries (CPLP) 5, within the scope of its long partnership
with the FAO and following the deliberations of the Second Ordinary Meeting of the CPLP Food and
Nutritional Security Council (CONSAN-CPLP) on this matter, welcomes the initiative.

IUU NETWORK OF CPLP MEMBER STATES - OBJECTIVES
Under this side event a session will be dedicated to:
Exchange of experiences and identification of needs among the CPLP Member-States for the
adoption of a legally binding instrument for the creation of a cooperation network to strengthen
their capacities in combatting IUU fishing.
FAO and the CPLP signed a Cooperation Agreement in 1999. CPLP is an organization of countries
sharing the Portuguese language, “a privileged multilateral forum for the completion of the mutual
friendship, political and diplomatic coordination and member cooperation”6.
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https://wedocs.unep.org/bitstream/handle/20.500.11822/11151/2050_aims_srategy.pdf
https://www.au-ibar.org/sites/default/files/2020-10/sd_20200313_africa_blue_economy_strategy_en.pdf
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https://www.fao.org/port-state-measures/news-events/detail/en/c/1381109/
5
https://www.cplp.org/
6
https://www.cplp.org/Files/Filer/Documentos%20Essenciais/Estatutos_CPLP_REVLIS07.pdf
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There are nine full member states of the CPLP. Seven were founding members of the CPLP: Angola,
Brazil, Cabo Verde, Guinea Bissau, Mozambique, Portugal, and Sao Tome and Principe; Timor-Leste
joined in 2002, after achieving independence and Equatorial Guinea joined in 2014.
In 2009 CPLP adopted the Oceans Strategy which includes, among its objectives, the fight against
IUU fishing7. In the Santa Maria Declaration, from July 2018, the Heads of States “reiterated the
importance of the Oceans for the Member States of the CPLP, in a holistic, integrated, transversal
and intersectoral dialogue perspective with a view to promoting governance and sustainable
development of the oceanic spaces under the jurisdiction of the Member States(…) in line with the
2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development with regard to the conservation and sustainable use of
oceans, seas and marine resources”.
In the Declaration of the Second Regular Meeting of the CONSAN-CPLP in July 2018 the organization
“welcomed its Member States that have approved and ratified the PSMA and urged those who have
not yet done so to conclude their processes within their best time-frame”8.
Countries
Angola
Brazil
Cape Verde
Equatorial Guinea
Guinea-Bissau
Mozambique
Portugal
Sao Tome and Principe
Timor-Leste

UNCLOS9
✓
✓
✓
✓
✓
✓
✓
✓
✓

UNFSA10
x
✓
x
x
x

CA11
✓
✓
✓
x
x

PSMA12
x
x

✓
✓
x
x

✓
✓
x
x

✓
✓
✓
x

✓
x
x

The objective of this side session it to promote the discussion among the CPLP Member-States,
exchange experience among the country representatives, and identify their needs and priorities to
cooperate in strengthening their capacities to combat IUU fishing. This session will also be a forum to
raise awareness to the PSMA, the first binding international agreement that specifically targets
IUU fishing. FAO remains ready of support Angola, Brazil, Guinea-Bissau, Equatorial-Guinea and
Timor-Leste in concluding their process of accession to the Agreement.
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https://oceano.cplp.org/media/1116/estrategiacplp.pdf
https://www.cplp.org/id-4447.aspx?Action=1&NewsId=5908&M=NewsV2&PID=10872
9
United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea. Concluded 10 December 1982. Entered into force 16
November 1994.
https://www.un.org/depts/los/convention_agreements/texts/unclos/unclos_e.pdf
10
Agreement for the Implementation of the Provisions of UNCLOS relating to the Conservation and
Management of Straddling Fish Stocks and Highly Migratory Fish Stocks. Concluded 4 August 1995. Entered
into force 11 November 2001.
https://documents-dds-ny.un.org/doc/UNDOC/GEN/N95/274/67/PDF/N9527467.pdf?OpenElement.
11
Agreement to Promote Compliance with International Conservation and Management Measures by Fishing
Vessels on the High Seas, Concluded 24 November 1993. Entered into force 24 April 2003.
https://www.fao.org/fileadmin/user_upload/legal/docs/012s-e.pdf
12
FAO Agreement on Port State Measures to Prevent, Deter and Eliminate Illegal, Unreported and Unregulated
Fishing http://www.fao.org/fileadmin/user_upload/legal/docs/037t-e.pdf.
Concluded on 22 November 2009. Entered into force 5 June 2016.
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It is expected that the result of this session will form the bases for the elaboration and adoption of
a legally binding instrument among the CPLP Member-States, which may include the following areas
of cooperation in combating IUU fishing:


Coordinated action and capacity building on the implementation of the PSMA,
complementary international agreements and regional mechanisms to combat IUU fishing,
including with regard to the harmonisation of the national legal frameworks and guidelines;



Training on Monitoring Control and Surveillance of fishing and fishing related activities;



Exchange of information and experience relevant to effectively combat IUU fishing;



Dissemination of resource materials in Portuguese relevant to combat IUU fishing;



Coordinated participation at international fora, including at the Meeting of the Parties to the
PSMA.

FAO encourages the adoption of this CPLP instrument and stresses the importance of its signature
in 2022, in one the following high-level events:


Meeting of the CPLP Ministers of Sea Affairs (foreseen for the 1st quarter of 2022);



Extraordinary meeting of CPLP Ministers of Sea Affairs or relevant sectorial area, to be held
during the 2nd United Nations Ocean Conference, in Lisbon (July 2022);



Council of Ministers of CPLP, attended by the Ministers of Foreign Affairs (foreseen for
July 2022).

FAO and CPLP call on the representatives of Angola, Brazil, Cabo Verde, Equatorial Guinea,
Guinea-Bissau, Mozambique, Portugal, Sao Tome and Principe and Timor-Leste to participate
actively in the side event and in the discussions that will lead to the adoption of a CPLP instrument
for Cooperation in combating IUU fishing.
They are also encouraged to designate a Focal Point to work with FAO and CPLP towards the
formulation of the future mechanism.
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