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INTRODUCTION  
 
1. The Twenty-seventh Session of the European Forestry Commission Working Party on 
the Management of Mountain Watersheds was held in Štrbské Pleso, Slovak Republic, from 
07 to 10 April 2010. The session was jointly organized by the Slovak Ministry of Agriculture, 
the National Forest Centre of Slovakia (NCL) and FAO. The main topic under discussion was 
“Integrated forest and water management of mountain watersheds: Experiences and 
perspectives”. The agenda and the session programme are presented in ANNEX A and 
ANNEX B respectively. 
 
2. On 10 April the hosts of the session organized a study tour. Itinerary and themes are 
presented in ANNEX D.   
 
3. The session was attended by 29 lecturers, delegates and observers from the following 
countries and international organizations: Austria, Czech Republic, Finland, France, Japan, 
Poland, Romania, Slovak Republic, Sweden, Turkey, Ukraine, FAO, and IUFRO. The 
relevant list of participants is presented in ANNEX C. 
 
OPENING OF THE SESSION 
 
4. The Twenty-seventh Session was opened in the morning of 08 April by Mr. Matej 
Schwarz from the National Forest Centre Zvolen, Vice Chairman of the Working Party. He 
welcomed all the participants on behalf of the local organizing committee and thanked 
colleagues involved in the preparations of the session. Mr. Schwarz introduced the main topic 
of the two-day session and the themes of the one-day study tour. Finally, he wished attendees 
an interesting and successful session. 
 
5. Mr. Eero Kubin from the Muhos Research Unit of the Finnish Forest Research 
Institute (METLA), Chairman of the Working Party and of the 27th Session, welcomed the 
participants on behalf of the Steering Committee and thanked the Slovak colleagues and FAO 
for organizing the event. He briefed attendees on the history and structure of the Working 
Party as well as on the main outcomes of the 26th Session, in particular the strengthened 
linkages with the European Forestry Commission, which materialized in the recent 
participation of the Steering Committee in the Joint TC/EFC Bureaux meeting, held in 
Geneva on 25 February 2010, and in the setting up of the panel on forests and water at the 
forthcoming 35th EFC Session, to be held in Lisbon on 29 April 2010. Mr. Kubin wished 
everybody a successful meeting.  

 
6. Mr. Pavol Lászlo welcomed the participants in the High Tatras on behalf of the 
Forestry Department of the Ministry of Agriculture of the Slovak Republic. He acknowledged 
environmental and social functions of mountains and the importance of mountain forests for 
water and the protection of human settlements. Forests occupy 41% of Slovak territory, 
therefore sustainable forest management and relevant National Forest Policy and National 
Forest Programme contribute significantly to improving the environment, also in relation to 
mitigation of climate change impacts. Mr. Lászlo wished everybody a nice and fruitful 
session in the surrounding area of the oldest Slovak National Park: the Tatras National Park 
(TANAP). 
 
7. Mr. Juraj Kubrický, representative of the Department of Coordination and Foreign 
Affairs of the Sloavk Ministry of Agriculture, welcomed the participants to the session and 
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provided an overview of the on-going institutional changes in the Slovak state administration. 
In order to increase effectiveness of work and reduce costs, the Ministry of Agriculture, the 
Ministry of Environment and the Ministry of Regional Development will merge into one 
single ministry as of 1 July 2010. This restructuring will entail enhanced exchange and 
collaboration with national and international institutions dealing with agriculture, forestry, 
fisheries and the environment. Mr. Kubrický wished attendees a pleasant and productive 
meeting.  
 
8. Mr. Martin Moravčík, Director General of the National Forest Centre, welcomed the 
participants on behalf of the Centre and gave a presentation on the main forestry issues and 
forest features of Slovakia. The presentation also dealt with forest land tenure, protected areas 
and forest-related policy, institutional setting and outlook. Mr. Moravčík explained the history 
and structure of NLC, which is divided into four institutes: Forest Research Institute, Institute 
for Forest Consulting and Education, Institute for Forest Resources and Information, and 
Forest Management Institute. Finally, he wished participants a successful session.  
 
9.  On behalf of the International Union of Forestry Research Organizations (IUFRO), 
Mr. Gernot Fiebiger welcomed all the participants and thanked the Slovak hosts for 
organizing the session. He acknowledged the on-going international co-operation in the field 
of integrated forest and water management and the high importance of these topics in 
connection with recent natural disasters and increasing pressure on mountain resources, which 
call for modern and effective watershed management approaches. He commended the 
organizers for the capacity to share experience and knowledge as well as for the proven 
expertise in sustainable mountain development and the management of fragile ecosystems. 
IUFRO’s objective is to strengthen science-based sustainable management of forest resources 
for economic, environmental and social benefits. 
 
10. Mr. Thomas Hofer from the Forestry Department of FAO, Secretary of the Working 
Party, welcomed the participants on behalf of Mr. Jacques Diouf, DG FAO, and Mr. Eduardo 
Rojas-Briales, ADG Forestry Department. He thanked the Ministry of Agriculture of Slovakia 
and NCL for the efforts put in the preparations for the session, and thanked the participants 
for coming and having prepared their reports and presentations. Mr. Hofer stressed that the 
27th Session happened at a very strategic moment, as many important global events and 
processes relating to mountains as well as to forests and water had materialized since 2008. 
Regarding developments specific to the Working Party, he mentioned the progress in visual 
identity and communication tools, the increasing collaboration with the EFC and Silva 
Mediterranea, and the proposal to reformulate and modernize mandate and modus operandi of 
the group. In fact, there is evidence that in spite of an increasing participation from Eastern 
European countries in recent sessions there is an overall trend towards a diminishing interest 
from Northern, Western and Mediterranean European countries as well as from international 
organizations and external observers. This is partly explained by the increasing number of 
initiatives and processes which deal with similar or related issues and which may lead to a 
certain work overload of the focal persons in national governments and possibly a decreased 
interest in the Working Party. Additionally, FAO has recently adopted a results-based 
management system, which has an impact on the Secretariat of the Working Party in terms of 
resources and staff time, therefore a restructuring of the group, which can also ensure its 
financial sustainability, is greatly desirable. He said that this issue was raised during the 
meetings of the Steering Committee and the TC/EFC Joint Bureaux (Geneva, 24-25 February 
2010) and anticipated that it would be thoroughly discussed the day after under the agenda 
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item “Programme of work of the Working Party until 2014”. Mr. Hofer wished all the 
participants a fruitful and successful session. 
 
ADOPTION OF THE AGENDA 
 
11.  The agenda was discussed and adopted. It is presented in ANNEX A. 
 
REPORT ON INTER-SESSIONAL ACTIVITIES FOLLOWING THE 26TH SESSION 
 
12. Mr. Hofer reported on the inter-sessional activities conducted by the Working Party 
Secretariat and the Steering Committee during the period between the two sessions and in 
preparation for the 27th Session. Five areas of work were highlighted under this agenda item: 

• Secretariat and Steering Committee  
a. Follow up to the 26th Working Party Session and final report (En, Fr,  

Sp); 
b. III International Conference – Forest and Water (Mrągowo, Poland,  

September 2008). Organized by IBL and Skog og landskap and 
attended by FAO; 

c. 34th EFC Session – European Forest Week (Rome, Italy, October  
2008). Plenary on Forests and water organized by i.a. FAO and  
UNECE; IBL participated in the panel; 

d. Water and Forests – a Convenient Truth? (Barcelona, Spain, October  
2008). Organized by i.a. EFIMED, FAO and FOREST EUROPE; 

e. FAO set up a special session on ‘‘Watershed and forest management  
for risk reduction’’ at the 1st World Landslide Forum of the 
International Consortium on Landslides (Tokyo, Japan, November 
2008); 

f. Steering Committee meeting (Bratislava, Slovakia, February 2009); 
g. FAO and key partners organized a side event entitled “Mountains of  

the world: Water towers for the 21st Century?” at the 5th World Water 
Forum (Istanbul, Turkey, March 2009);  

h. Secretariat note to the Joint TC/EFC Bureaux meeting (Geneva,  
Switzerland, April 2009); 

i. Workshop on Forests and Water (Antalya, Turkey, May 2009).  
Organized by i.a. FOREST EUROPE, Turkey and FAO and attended 
by METLA; 

j. 3 main sessions and 1 side event on Forests and water organized by  
FAO and key partners (e.g. GDF Turkey and FMoA Austria) at the 
XIII World Forestry Congress (Buenos Aires, Argentina, October 
2009);  

k. Steering Committee meeting (Geneva, February 2010);  
l. Joint TC/EFC Bureaux meeting (Geneva, February 2010). Attended by  

the Steering Committee; 
m. Working Party project proposal on the management of headwater  

Catchments, elaborated by Hungary and IUFRO; 
n. Preparations for the 35th EFC Session (Lisbon, Portugal, April 2010).  

Session on Forests and water organized by i.a. FAO and UNECE; 
METLA will participate in the panel; 
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o. Preparations for the 2nd World Landslide Forum of the International 
                        Consortium on Landslides (Rome, October 2011). FAO is part of the 
                        Organizing Committee.  
• Communication tools 

a. Newsletter; 
b. Brochure; 
c. Web site; 
d. Logo. 

• Publications 
a. “Why invest in watershed management?” translated into French and 

Spanish and widely disseminated; 
b. Forestry Paper No. 155 “Forests and Water” published, translated into 

French and Spanish, and widely disseminated; 
c. Draft synthesis document on forests and water-related events held from 

2008 to 2010; 
d. Chapter on “Food Security in Mountains” contributed to CDE/SDC 

publication on “Mountains and Climate Change”; prepared for 
UNFCCC COP 15 (Copenhagen, Denmark, December 2009); 

e. On-going collaboration with EFIMED for a position paper on “Water 
for Forest and People in the Mediterranean”; 

f. On-going collaboration with the Mountain Partnership Secretariat and 
CDE for a publication on dryland mountains. 

• Tasks from United Nations General Assembly (UNGA) 
a. International Mountain Day 2008 – Food Security in Mountains; 
b. International Mountain Day 2009 – Disaster Risk Management in 

Mountains; 
c. United Nations Secretary General report on Sustainable Mountain 

Development to the 64th UNGA (July 2009).  
• Preparations for the 27th Session 

a. Invitation to countries via national Heads of Forest Services (EFC  
members); 

b. Follow up with countries; 
c. Coordination with NLC.  

 
SEMINAR: INTEGRATED FOREST AND WATER MANAGEMENT OF 
MOUNTAIN WATERSHEDS: EXPERIENCES AND PERSPECTIVES 
 
13. Mr. Dušan Húska, Vice Dean of the Faculty of European Studies and Regional 
Development, Slovak University of Agriculture, acted as Chairman of the seminar. He 
stressed the importance and relevance of the topics dealt with in the seminar and left the floor 
to the first lecturer. 
 
14. Mr. Hideaki Marui, from the Research Center for Natural Hazards and Disaster 
Recovery, Niigata University, gave a presentation entitled “Landslides and Their Control in 
Mountain Watersheds of Japan – Processes and Countermeasures”. Landslides have a major 
socio-economic impact in Japan, as they are responsible for substantial direct and indirect 
social costs as well as for loss of human lives. Protection of human lives and their living 
environment in mountain watersheds, which occupy 70% of the land, is an important aspect 
of public welfare policies in Japan. The Japanese Archipelago is geologically very fragile and 
unstable. The bedrock materials which comprise the mountain terrain have been severely 
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fractured since its formation and have developed numerous faults and fracture zones. The 
mountain watersheds of Japan display a wide variety of topography with steep terrain. The 
Japanese Archipelago is located within the monsoon zone and receives abundant 
precipitation; strong earthquakes frequently happen. Therefore, a considerable number of 
landslide disasters occur in mountain watersheds and result in tremendous damage every year. 
Mitigation of landslide hazards is of great importance for the people living in mountain 
watersheds. It requires an appropriate scientific understanding of landslide phenomena and 
the risks caused by them. The presentation provided an overview of actual landslide 
occurrences and connected mitigation measures. 
 
15. Mr. Christophe Besacier, from the Secretariat of Silva Mediterranea hosted by the 
Forestry Department of FAO, gave a presentation entitled “Possible complementarities 
between Silva Mediterranea and the European Forestry Commission WP-MMW”. Silva 
Mediterranea is a statutory body of FAO dealing with Mediterranean forestry issues. It is a 
regional cooperation process aiming at complementing the efforts of individual countries to 
develop appropriate forest policies, institutions and practices. Silva Mediterranea has 27 
member countries and is divided into 6 Working Groups: Forest Fires, Cork Oak, 
Management of Forests and Sustainable Development, Forest Genetic Resources, 
Mediterranean Forests and Climate Change, Sustainable Financing Mechanisms. Silva 
Mediterranea is a key actor in a new regional partnership for Mediterranean forests which 
works on resource mobilization for adaptation of forest ecosystems to climate change in the 
Mediterranean. Partners of the initiative include EFIMED, Plan Bleu, GTZ, WWF and 
Governments, the initiative promotes forest-related issues within the context of the Union for 
the Mediterranean (UfM). Mr. Besacier provided highlights for the relevant action plan. He 
envisages potential strong linkages between the work of Silva Mediterranea and that of the 
Working Party, in particular as regards the development of Payment for Ecosystem Services 
(PES). In fact, there is need for new, forward-looking governance, policies and financial tools 
able to ensure the provision of highly valuable but non-marketed services and goods in “non-
profitable” forests.  The Silva Mediterranean’s Working Group on Management of Forests 
and Sustainable Development, with its territorial approach to promotion of sustainable 
management of woodland ecosystems, could find sound complementarities  with the Working 
Party. 
 
16. Mr. Stanislaw Niemtur, Head of the Department of Forestry Management in Mountain 
Regions, Polish Forest Research Institute (IBL), gave his presentation on “Forest Stand 
Decline and Hydrological Processes in Mountain Watersheds – The Case of Polish 
Carpathians”. The present species composition of mountain forests differs significantly from 
the primeval composition because of centuries of improper management (monoculture 
plantations, lack of natural tree regeneration, and cutting system type). In the Sudeten the 
natural coniferous sites occupy 46% of forest area but the current percentage of spruce stands 
area is about 78%. In the Carpathians the natural coniferous sites occupy only about 3% but 
currently the average percentage of coniferous stands reaches almost 64% of forest areas. 
Lack of conformity of stands and forest sites has negative influences on the vitality of trees, it 
makes them susceptible to insects, fungi, and wind. The process of forest decline in the 
Carpathians (especially in the Silesian and Żywiec Beskids) differs from the ecological 
catastrophe in the Sudeten due to lower level of pollution and more fertile forest soils in the 
Carpathians. Hydrological investigations proved that after large-scale deforestation the annual 
runoff from mountain watersheds increased by about 20-30%. Increased runoff coefficient 
and peak discharge frequency were observed. The timing of discharge following precipitation 
also changed. 
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17. Mr. Harald Grip, from the Swedish University of Agricultural Sciences (SLU), gave a 
presentation entitled “Modeling C and N fluxes and storages in fertilized spruce forest over a 
100-year period in Sweden – A commission summary”. The Swedish Government 
commissioned SLU to investigate possibilities for intensive forestry, including risk factors, on 
abandoned agricultural land and forested land of low value for nature conservation. The term 
intensive forestry was used for silvicultural models that result in significantly increased yields 
but which today have restricted practical applications due to legal matters or governmental 
recommendations and policies. These silvicultural models include nutrient optimization 
systems, vegetative-propagated spruce (spruce clones), lodgepole pine and hybrid poplar 
plantations. “Effects on soil, water and green house gases” was one out of seven commission 
background reports on intensive forestry and was heavily based on a modeling effort covering 
all Sweden by 25 climate series, 36 combinations of site conditions and 10 silvicultural 
treatments. 100 years with daily time step were simulated for all combinations of site 
conditions and treatments. The CoupModel was used, treating simultaneously daily fluxes of 
water, heat, carbon, and nitrogen. The natural variation is large and cannot be studied in real 
life. Nitrogen fertilization was always positive for the GHG balance, but it increased 
inorganic N leakage, and more so if big doses were applied. Nitrogen fertilization also 
increased soil N and C storage and harvestable stem volume. 
 
18. Ms. Katarína Střelcová, from the Faculty of Forestry of the Technical University in 
Zvolen, gave a presentation entitled “Tree transpiration and its role in mass water balance of 
mixed mountain forests in Central Slovakia”. Mixed beech-fir stands belong to the most 
productive forest communities in the Western Carpathians. These ecosystems reach their 
production optimum at 700-950 m of altitude. Their productivity at these altitudes is 
attributed to favourable bioclimatic and ecological conditions, temperature and balanced 
water regime in particular. Tree transpiration is a major component of the watersheds’ mass 
water balance and may influence water yield from particular catchments. Amounts of 
transpired water differ according to surface characteristics, meteorological conditions and soil 
water regime. Transpiration as a physiological process can be reduced under stress conditions. 
Approximately 40-90% of the total precipitation is used by evapotranspiration in Central 
Europe. Analysis of precipitation - runoff processes in relation to tree transpiration have 
shown that forests may play a crucial role in a runoff regime especially during storm runoff 
events due to high transpiration and evapotranspiration. For the above mentioned reasons it is 
necessary to acknowledge the active water management function of forest ecosystems. The 
presentation dealt with quantitative and qualitative aspects of forest stand transpiration in 
mass water balance and its interrelation with environmental and biological factors. 
 
19. Mr. Peter Fleischer, from the Research Station and Museum of TANAP, gave a 
presentation on “Soil – hydrologic conditions after the windstorm of 2004 in the High Tatra 
Mountains”. On 19 November 2004, the forest of the High Tatra Mountains was heavily 
damaged by a strong windstorm. Wind gusts reached a speed of more than 230 km/h and 
completely laid down 12 000 hectares of seminatural Norway spruce forest. Despite the fact 
that the affected forest is part of the Tatra National Park (TANAP) and of several nature 
reserves, almost 90% of fallen wood was removed from the windfall area. The reason for this 
management decisions was mitigation of high risks of fire, floods and bark beetle outbreaks. 
Differentiated management of windfall initiated international ecological research and 
monitoring coordinated by the Research Station of Tatra National Park. Large scale research 
plots (100 ha each) were established on comparable site conditions in managed and 
unmanaged stands. A wide spectrum of parameters and indicators is monitored and compared 
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with standing, undamaged forest and with values sampled before November 2004. Special 
attention was paid to the soil hydrologic conditions, as big changes were expected in both soil 
(especially organic layer) properties and water regime. Unprotected soil surface experienced 
higher evaporation and intensive soil moisture fluctuation. Elevated mineralization and 
nutrient leaching caused increased concentration of elements in stream water.  Four years 
after the storm successive vegetation development led to stabilization of both soil moisture 
extremes and nutrient leaching. 
 
20. Mr. Ladislav Holko, from the Institute of Hydrology of the Slovak Academy of 
Sciences, gave a presentation entitled “Hydrology of the Tatra Mountains and the influence of 
the windfall in November 2004 on hydrological regime of the upper Poprad river catchment”. 
Slovakia as a mountainous country is sometimes called the roof of central Europe, because 
most of the precipitation water is transformed into run-off. The highest part of the Carpathians 
(the largest mountain range in Europe) is situated in the Tatra Mountains (The Western, High 
and Belianske Tatra mountains) which form part of the European water divide. Most of 
Slovakia is drained to the Black Sea basin, but there are two important rivers which flow to 
the Baltic Sea. The largest of them, the Poprad river, originates in the High Tatra Mountains. 
The High Tatra Mountains were hit by an extraordinary windfall on 19 November 2004. The 
presentation provided information on the history of hydrological and meteorological 
measurements on the territory of the High Tatra Mountains and reported on the analyses of 
hydrological impacts of the windfall. Despite the extraordinary extent of deforestation, 
hydrological data did not indicate severe changes of runoff regime in the upper Poprad river 
catchment and its subcatchments. However, compared to other Slovak rivers, the streams of 
the upper Poprad river subcatchments have higher flashiness index, probably owing to higher 
percentage of agricultural lands. 
 
21. Mr. Ľuboš Jurík, from the Slovak University of Agriculture in Nitra, gave a 
presentation entitled “Forest as a basis for the transformation of water runoff during extreme 
rainfall in the northeast of Slovakia”. Climate change, which is more and more recognized as 
a fact, is evidenced by increased average air temperature as well as a greater amount of water 
in the atmosphere. Most projections forecast extreme weather events heavily impacting on 
hydrology, such as torrential rain with very high-intensity rainfall on the one hand and long 
dry spells and droughts leading to desertification on the other hand. Slovakia is a highly 
forested country. Forests are expected to reduce runoff and enhance soil water retaining 
capacity. In spite of these expectations, floods regularly occur in small basins, threatening the 
safety of people living there. The current flood protection measures are based on the state-of-
the-art knowledge about Slovak territory, its characteristics and human activities taking place 
in certain areas. Protection against floods is to be tailored to landscape features such as 
topography, slope steepness and soil condition. Additionally, flood protection measures need 
to take into account land uses around settlements, economic value of croplands and state of 
infrastructures such as roads, railways, power networks and pipelines. Extreme rainfalls may 
dramatically increase the quantity of runoff and influence the physical behavior of floods. 
Therefore, it is necessary to overestimate to a certain extent the actual risk related to the 
occurrence of unexpected rainfall in conditions of soil saturation following prolonged 
precipitation. This element of risk needs to be specifically assessed in each area as it not 
considered in any previous models or calculations regarding flood wave behavior.  
 
22. Mr. Matej Schwarz gave a presentation entitled “Water protection and forestry 
practices in Slovakia”. Forestry in Slovakia has a very long history, in particular with regard 
to timber production and sustainable management. Measures have been introduced to protect 
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forest soils, maintain timber production, prevent formation of badlands and preserve good 
water quality. Protection forests correspond to 17.1% of total forest land in Slovakia. Forest 
areas with water protective functions are very limited and mostly located around reservoirs of 
drinking water. Protected areas often extend over large surfaces with limited protection, to the 
extent that no difference can be observed between protected forest areas and normally 
managed forests. Only small-scale protected areas are strictly protected. In addition, bark 
beetle outbreaks continuously threaten these areas. In Slovakia water is traditionally regarded 
as a resource to be used and exploited and not as something which needs to be protected. The 
Water Act No. 364/2004, which provides the basis for water protection, does not include a 
real commitment for forest land owners. Riparian buffer zones are also absent and road 
networks are too close to water streams. Moreover, many problems are linked to incidental 
felling issues. Future challenges to be addressed concern the implementation of the EU Water 
Framework Directive at both the national and catchment levels. Collaboration between forest 
and water authorities and establishment of financial mechanisms are fundamental to promote 
multi-objective management of forested areas. Involvement of stakeholders, in particular 
forest owners, awareness-raising and specialized training for foresters are key to integrated 
and effective forest and water management in Slovakia. 
 
PROGRAMME OF THE WORKING PARTY UNTIL 2014 
 
23. Mr. Eero Kubin introduced the session by stating that this item was exceptionally 
discussed before the presentation of the national reports in order to devote enough time and 
attention to it. He also underlined that this agenda item would be merged with agenda items 7 
and 8 given the obvious strong linkages. Then he left the floor to Mr. Thomas Hofer.  
Mr. Hofer gave a brief presentation on the history and mandate of the Working Party. During 
its 3rd Session in 1950, the European Forestry Commission recommended the establishment of 
a working Party to study the technical aspects of torrent control and soil restoration in 
mountainous regions. At the 4th EFC Session in 1951, the topic of protection against 
avalanches was added to the programme of work of the newly established technical group. In 
1952, the Working Party on Torrent Control and Protection from Avalanches gathered for the 
first time primarily to study the problem relating to the protection from torrent and avalanche 
of villages, croplands, lines of communication and hydroelectric works in the densely 
populated mountain areas of Europe. On the occasion of the 9th Session of the Working Party, 
in 1970, a seminar was held to re-orientate the mandate of the group. Terms of references 
were enlarged to cover torrent control, avalanche protection, soil and water conservation in 
mountain regions, mountain land use with special reference to forest land, and evaluation of 
the direct and indirect benefits of mountain watershed management. It was also decided to 
change the name of the group in “European Forestry Commission Working Party on the 
Management of Mountain Watersheds”.  
Since 1970, which means for the last 40 years, the mandate and modus operandi of the 
Working Party have not been structurally reviewed and it is time to reflect on how the 
activities of the group fit into the broader modern institutional landscape in Europe. In fact, 
since 1952 a number of processes, programmes and networks have been created in Europe 
(UNECE Water Convention, Forest Europe, EUROMONTANA, Alpine Convention, 
Carpathian Convention, etc.) which to some extent deal with similar issues as the Working 
Party. Over the last years a trend of decreasing interest and participation of the member 
countries and observers in the activities of the Working Party can be observed. This situation 
might indicate that in view of the current complex institutional landscape in Europe, the flood 
of information, the work load of technical experts (in government as well as academia) and 
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the increasing financial constraints, the Working Party in its current form is no more attractive 
enough and fails to get the attention it deserves.  
It was pointed out that the Working Party should be a country-driven process, yet the common 
perception seems to assign to the Secretariat the “driver’s seat”. Additionally, there is usually 
scarce or no reaction to the products and services that the Secretariat delivers based on 
recommendations and requests from countries during the sessions. A recently completed 
external evaluation on FAO’s work on water recommended assessing whether the group still 
represents the most appropriate forum to discuss issues related to mountain watershed 
management. This situation leads inevitably to the following fundamental questions which 
need to be answered:  

• How does the Working Party position itself within this new and evolving institutional 
landscape in Europe and are the current vision, mission and mandate of the Working 
Party still appropriate? 

• What are the reasons for the decreasing response by the members to the activities of 
the Working Party? Is the way the group is organised and functioning not attractive 
enough? What can be done to make it a priority for the member countries also in light 
of the increasingly scarce resources? 

• Are the priorities, on which the group is focusing, not addressing the real, burning and 
priority issues? Are the topics normally dealt with still relevant? Is the modus 
operandi still appropriate? 

• How can the financial sustainability of the Working Party be ensured? Could the 
ownership of the Working Party by the member countries be increased through the 
request for financial contributions? 

• What is the impact of the Working Party? Who is using the results and products of the 
group and to do what? Is the Working Party able to answer questions? 

• What do the EFC and other partners expect from the group? 
Discussion about the mandate of the Working Party has been ongoing for many years in the 
sessions and the Steering Committee meetings and changes have been introduced, mainly to 
reduce formalities and promote communication tools. However, the Steering Committee feels 
that it is time to initiate a more fundamental reflection on the future of the Working Party. In 
order to give the group a new push and to answer the strategic questions above, it was 
proposed to undertake a major review of the Working Party through an external consultancy 
(for the draft terms of reference see ANNEX E). Such review would be the main inter-
sessional activity between the 27th and the 28th Session and the consultant in charge would 
liaise closely with the Chair of the EFC. The consultancy would be funded by voluntary 
contributions from member countries. 
This idea of a Working Party review had been discussed during the Steering Committee 
meeting held in Geneva on 24 February 2010 and presented and endorsed on 25 February in 
the meeting of the Joint Bureaux of the European Forestry Commission, UNECE Timber 
Committee and Working Party. Another important outcome of the Joint Bureaux meeting 
regarded the proposal to amend the Strategic Plan of the Integrated Programme of Work on 
timber and forestry of the UNECE Timber Committee and FAO European Forestry 
Commission to fully integrate the mandates of the Working Party and Silva Mediterranea. In 
this connection, the terms of references of the Working Party could be enlarged to cover the 
broader topic of forests and water beyond mountain watersheds, for which the group is 
considered to have a great potential.  
The participants to the 27th Session endorsed the proposal to initiate a review of the Working 
Party through an external consultancy and offered some suggestions to improve the future 
work of the group, in particular:  
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• The group has a great potential for information exchange. It should work to transfer 
scientific and technical knowledge to country administrations and to develop practical 
tools for decision makers; 

• The Working Party should open up to the private sector and other sectors outside 
research;   

• Countries are not informed enough about the Working Party process, it should get 
more visibility at the country level; 

• The results of the sessions should be used to prepare educational material for students; 
• The seminar topic selected for a particular session should focus on a burning issue that 

needs to be solved; 
• In order to increase the visibility of the Working Party, future sessions could be 

organized back to back with other important meetings, e.g. EFC sessions; 
• The Working Party should adopt a broader ecological approach rather than a purely 

technical approach. 
Mr. Hofer closed the discussion by saying that a time slot was foreseen at the 35th EFC 
Session (Lisbon, Portugal, 27-30 April 2010) to report on the outcomes of the 27th Working 
Party Session. He also provided information on the structure of the forests and water panel 
which is under preparation for the 35th EFC Session. 
 
PRESENTATION OF NATIONAL REPORTS  
 
24. Ms. Maria Patek, from the Federal Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry, Environment and 
Water Management, presented the Austrian national report entitled “Integrated forest and 
water management of mountain watersheds – Experiences and perspectives from Austria”.  
Integrated forest and water management is obviously of high importance for Austria, as nearly 
50% of its territory is forested and approximately 100 000 km of flowing water courses and 9 
000 standing water bodies shape the landscape of most Austria’s residential and economic 
areas. Indeed, forests are also indispensable for the protection of residential areas and their 
protective function is of enormous, ever increasing economic significance. The forest and 
water sectors in Austria as well as across Europe are facing issues and challenges related to 
the environment (adaptation to climate change), to policy (UNFF, EU, Alpine Convention) 
and to legislation (EU Floods Directive, EU Water Framework Directive, FOREST 
EUROPE). Terms like adaptation, capacity building, social responsibility, interdisciplinary 
collaboration and communication become more and more important for the policy agenda. A 
better integration of international efforts in relation to the issues mentioned above can 
contribute to the goal of sustainable forest and water management at both national and 
transboundary levels. 
 
25. Mr. Josef Krecek presented the national report of the Czech Republic, which was 
entitled “Management of mountain watersheds in the Czech Republic: Problems and 
perspectives”. Mountain basins extend over 31 000 km2 (40% of country’s territory). 
Mountain forests cover 18 550 km2 (70% of the total forested area). Some 60 000 km of 
relatively small headwater streams are ruled by the administrations of forestry units, national 
parks and areas under protection regime. State forests account for 61% of the total, private 
forests for 23% and municipal forests for 16%. In mountain basins, state forests dominate 
with 76% of the total forested land. Commercial forests represent 75% of total forests, 
protective forests 3% and special forests 22%.  Floods are the most significant natural hazards 
in the Czech Republic. The catastrophic floods in 1997, 2002 and 2006 triggered accurate 
data collection and analysis of catchment area discharge in a historical perspective. In the 
1980s, extreme acid atmospheric deposition led to decline and clear-cut of spruce plantations 
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in mountain catchments and Junco effusi-Calamagrostietum villosae became the new 
dominant community. In the 1990s, the open-field load of sulphur dropped to 40% of the mid-
1980s level and the revitalization of mountain ecosystems started. The Government supports 
the rehabilitation of mountain watersheds with a budget of CZK 96 million per year, which 
corresponds to around 25% of the annual subsidies to forestry (CZK 390 million). In 
accomplishment of the Kyoto protocol, CO2 emissions in the Czech Republic decreased by 
9% between 2004 and 2008 compared to the level of 1990. The National Agenda on 
Prevention of Climate Change Impacts was adopted in 2004.   
 
26. Mr. Eero Kubin presented the Finnish national report. Finland is the most extensively 
forested country in Europe and is situated mainly in the boreal coniferous zone. Climate is, in 
spite of the northern location, very favorable to living conditions due to the warming effect of 
the Gulf Stream. Latitude is the principal influence on Finland's climate. Because of the 
northern location, winter is the longest season. The northern part of the country belongs to the 
Barents Euro-Arctic Region, which is an intergovernmental and interregional cooperation area 
between Norway, Sweden, Finland and Russia. Finland´s high standards of water protection 
derive from the Environmental Protection Act and the Water Act. Strict permit procedures 
help ensure that the objectives of the Water Framework Directive are achieved. Special 
attention is now paid to integrated forest and water management. Climate change is expected 
to increase environmental effects of forestry operations such as soil preparation, stump 
harvesting for energy and ditch reconditioning in drained peatlands. Monitoring reports are 
produced on the implementation of both the Finnish National Forest Programme and the 
Regional Forest Programmes. They also present proposals for new measures and outline 
future developments in the forest sector. Accomplishment of the National Programme is 
under the responsibility of the Ministry of Agriculture and Forestry and the National Forest 
Council. 
 
27. Mr. Jean-Michel Decoud (Office National des Forêts, Direction Technique RTM) 
presented the national report of France. France is engaged in integrated forest and water 
management through open discussion and concrete projects. In connection with natural 
hazards, the commitment translates into the assessment of risks borne by society in case of 
forest cover loss. Assessment exercises take into account several types of natural hazards. 
Forest management prescriptions are adapted in order to maintain the protective function of 
forests and in view of possible impacts of climate change. This effort is reflected also in 
framework forest management documents and in the compilation of silviculture guidelines. 
Mr. Decoud mentioned the project Interreg IVa “Protection forests” (2009-2011, France, 
Switzerland and Italy). Regarding the management of water resources it is stated that 
synergies are being sought with forest management, in connection with both water quantity 
and quality. This is obviously an issue that goes beyond mountain watersheds and pertains to 
the entire territory of the country. Mr. Decoud also mentioned the LIFE project “Forests for 
water" (2003-2007, France, Great Britain, and Sweden) and the project Interreg IVa “Alpeau” 
(2008-11, France and Switzerland). It is important to continue fostering cross-border technical 
collaboration at the broader European level in order to provide policy makers and technicians 
with common tools to properly address forest and water issues within territorial development 
strategies. 
 
28. Mr. Edward Pierzgalski from the Polish Forest Research Institute presented the 
national report of Poland. Long droughts are the main current threats to mountain forests in 
the Polish Sudeten and Carpathians, leading to forest ecosystem deterioration and outbreak of 
pests and diseases. Climatic anomalies contribute to a serious forest decline process in the 
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Silesian and Żywiec Beskids in western Carpathians. Proper forest management techniques 
can mitigate these negative processes. A good example in this connection is the on-going 
project “Mitigation of water erosion in mountainous areas and maintenance of torrents and 
connected infrastructure in good state”, which is being implemented (2007–2013) within the 
framework of the Operational Programme “Infrastructure and Environment”. The III 
International Conference “Forest and Water”, held in Mrągowo on 14-17 September 2008, 
highlighted the need for further research concerning interactions between forests and water. 
Important issues were discussed at the conference such as sustainable forest management in 
relation to water quantity and quality, climate influence on forest and water management, 
cooperation between the forest and water sectors as well as relevant economic aspects. 
 
29. Mr. Mihai Olaru, from the Ministry of Environment and Forests of Romania, 
presented the Romanian national report. Increasing flood occurrence and catastrophic 
consequences in the recent past made the adoption of a new approach to the problem 
compulsory. Impacts of climate change are evidenced by severe droughts, heavy rains and 
accelerated snowmelt, which in turn lead to erosion and mass movement processes and 
increased hazards. This is the case of Tisa basin, which was heavily affected by two 
consecutive floods in 2008, resulting in damages to the environment, human settlements and 
infrastructures. Basin rehabilitation works included channel construction, dams, retaining 
walls and afforestation. Yet, although effective from the point of view of safety and security, 
this strategy entailed a negative environmental impact both upstream and downstream, i.e. 
altered  hydrography, increased quantity of nutrients and organic matter in water courses, 
decreased number of natural habitats. In order to avoid these undesired effects, the new 
strategy foresees a flood risk management plan for each river basin district. The National 
Strategy on flood risk assessment and management was first elaborated in 2005 and then 
revised in 2010. It includes economic, social and environmental objectives and aims at 
ensuring proper execution of all aspects of the risk management cycle. The relevant action 
plan will follow the steps envisaged by the EU Floods Directive. Further opportunities will 
arise with the implementation of Measure 125 of the National Rural Development Programme 
(2007-2013), a component of which targets forest and watershed infrastructure development. 
The total budget available for implementing this measure amounts to EUR 476 million. 
 
30. Mr. Schwarz presented the national report of the Slovak Republic. He said that in 
2008 the water balance in Slovakia was positive and the withdrawal of surface and ground 
water decreased in the last two decades. According to statistics, the year 2008 was atypical for 
the substantial increase of stream flow during the autumn in the Hron River (located in the 
centre of Slovakia with 75% of forest cover). Cadastre records from the year 2009 indicate an 
annual decrease in agricultural land area and increase in all other land uses. 270 000 ha of 
Slovak forests are currently situated on officially non-forest land. Most Slovak forests are 
genuine forests, the average age of tree species go from 49 to 78 years with stocking levels 
comprised between 0.7 and 0.9. As far as commercial forests are concerned, felling focuses 
on strong age classes with high growing stock. Large felling volumes deeply impact on forest 
ecology aspects including water quality. Health of forests is threatened by windfalls, 
consequent bark beetle outbreaks and increasing volumes of incidental felling. Practical 
measures have been introduced to protect soils and water. Forest areas for protective purposes 
amount to 17.1% and forests protecting drinking water reservoirs to 1.21% of total forest land 
in Slovakia. In addition, the use of pesticides is generally limited. The recent approval of the 
National Water Plan is expected to bring about improvements to the management of water 
resources and the Green Paper on Forest Protection and Information in the EU introduces new 
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water management standards related to the framework of Good Agricultural and 
Environmental Conditions. 
 
31. Mr. İsmail Belen, Deputy General Director, General Directorate of Forestry, presented 
the national report of Turkey. After a brief overview of general aspects related to forests and 
water in Turkey, Mr. Belen talked about field projects related to integrated watershed 
management. Eastern Anatolia, Anatolia and Çoruh River projects were designed with the 
primary objective to halt erosion, reverse watershed degradation and reduce pressure on 
natural resources. Participation and collaboration of local stakeholders, non-governmental 
organizations and Government line agencies was sought in decision-making, project 
implementation and financial management. The Yıldız Mountains project introduced in the 
country the concept of “Biosphere Reserve”. With the Yuntdagi Mountain project, FAO helps 
the Turkish Government achieve sustainable mountain development by improving the 
livelihoods of rural mountain people. Erosion and rural poverty are the main problems 
affecting forest and watershed management activities; lack of coordination and collaboration 
is an additional challenge. Participation from all stakeholders is key to successful integrated 
watershed management, yet it is still limited due to weak linkages with decision making. The 
present situation in Turkey calls for a collaborative watershed management approach able to 
bring together all actors working on watershed rehabilitation.  
 
PRESENTATION OF OBSERVER REPORTS 
 
32. MS. Lesya Loyko, Project Manager of the Swiss-Ukrainian Forest Development 
Project in Transcarpathia (FORZA), gave a presentation on “Integrated watershed 
development planning with people for people: Advancing new approaches and practices in 
forest management of the Carpathian region of Ukraine”. Following severe floods of 1998 
and 2001 in Transcarpathia, the FORZA project was launched with the objective to achieve 
sustainable, multi-functional forest management in the Carpathian region with particular 
emphasis on environmentally sound management and on improving the livelihoods of local 
people. Nowadays public participation and community involvement in forest management are 
not yet common practices in Ukraine. FORZA promoted a two-level planning approach for 
sustainable natural resource management. The approach consists of a watershed development 
plan (strategic plan), prepared by and for the community, and of a forest management plan 
(operational plan), prepared by forestry authorities. Through the strategic plan, the 
communities are empowered to influence decision-making and management of forests in the 
vicinity of their communities. So far this approach has been applied in two communities, its 
scaling up would be greatly accelerated by amendments to the legal framework and general 
increase in capacities of the communities and foresters. After the phase-out of the FORZA 
project in 2010, the newly created NGO “FORZA” will promote the mentioned approach in 
collaboration with the regional forestry authorities and with support from international 
agencies.     
 
33. Mr. Volodymyr Korzhov, from the Ukrainian Research Institute for Mountain 
Forestry (UkrRIMF), gave a presentation entitled “Activities on Strengthening the Water 
Regulation Role of Forests in Ukrainian Carpathians”. Ukrainian Carpathians are located in 
the western part of Ukraine and host 20% of the country’s forests. Almost 70% of Ukrainian 
Carpathian watersheds drain to the Danube river basin. UkrRIMF investigates the causes of 
harmful phenomena and deepens the knowledge on flood-protection function of mountain 
forests. The institute coordinates a hydrological station in a spruce forest and research on the 
impacts of forestry activities on hydrological regime has gone on for more than 40 years. 



16 
 

Based on research findings, normative documents and national programmes are elaborated, 
with a view to strengthen the water regulation function of forests. The State Forestry 
Committee of Ukraine is responsible for developing and improving the forest road network. 
During the last 3 years, 340 km of forest roads were constructed in the Ukrainian Carpathians. 
In today Ukraine, there is a need for an overall institutional framework aimed at harmonizing 
actions for effective and integrated management of forested watersheds, including prevention 
against floods, droughts and negative impacts of climate change. Gaps to be filled concern the 
lacking provisions and guidelines for mountain transport infrastructure, which should be 
constructed taking full account of forests and water interactions.   
 
COMMUNICATION TOOLS  
 
34. Mr. Paolo Ceci, from the Forestry Department of FAO, presented the progress made 
since the 26th Session concerning the Working Party communication tools (newsletter, web 
site, brochure and logotype). The newsletter is issued on a six-monthly basis and disseminated 
amongst members of the Working Party and the EFC. It consists of the news section, which is 
prepared by the Secretariat, and the country section, which is submitted by member countries. 
Six issues have been published so far and are available on the web site. Thanks to the 
collaboration of METLA’s Muhos Research Unit, an attractive introductory brochure on the 
Working Party in now available. The web site of the Working Party is part of FAO’s Forests 
and Water web site and is kept updated with material and reports resulting from sessions and 
with newsletters issued over time. It is improved based on recommendations made during 
sessions. The home page has been recently translated into French and Spanish. Finally, 
Muhos Research Unit of METLA developed an attractive logo of the Working Party. 
 
DATE AND PLACE OF THE TWENTY-EIGHTH SESSION 
 
35. Mr. Belen confirmed Turkey’s offer to host the Twenty-eighth Session of the Working 
Party in 2012. He gave a brief presentation on the facilities that make Turkey a perfect 
country to host the next session. Exact dates and place are yet to be decided and will be 
discussed on the occasion of the next Steering Committee meeting. Turkey’s offer was 
endorsed by acclamation. So far there are no candidate countries for organizing and hosting 
the Twenty-ninth Session in 2014. 
 
ELECTION OF OFFICERS OF THE STEERING COMMITTEE 
 
36. Mr. Matej Schwarz (Slovak Republic) was elected Chairman of the Working Party. As 
the host of the 29th Session was not identified and therefore no new member could be 
announced, it was decided that Mr. Edward Pierzgalski (Poland) will continue to serve on the 
Steering Committee. Accordingly, the structure of the Steering Committee for the coming two 
years was endorsed as follows: 

• Poland  
• Austria 
• Finland  
• Slovak Republic (Chair) 
• Turkey  
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ANY OTHER MATTERS 
 
37. The next Steering Committee is scheduled for September 2010 and will be held in 
Rome. 
 
CLOSING OF THE SESSION 
 
38.  In his closing remarks, Mr. Hofer expressed high satisfaction for the richness of the 
discussions, the quality of the presentations and the in-depth knowledge on the Carpathians 
which was provided during the two-day session. A very important outcome was the mandate 
to go ahead with the review of the group and to reformulate its terms of reference consistent 
with the expectations of the EFC and UNECE to bring forward the international agenda on 
forests and water. He thanked the organizers for the perfect logistics and very suitable 
location and the participants for coming and contributing with highly interesting 
presentations. Mr. Schwarz thanked all the participants and Mr. Kubin formally closed the 
27th Session. He acknowledged and thanked the organizers, the lecturers, the delegations and 
the Secretariat for their active participation and for the success and fruitfulness of the session. 
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ANNEX A 
 

Agenda 
 

1. Opening of the Session 

2. Adoption of the Agenda 

3. Report on inter-sessional activities following the 26th Session of the Working Party (Oulu, 
Finland) 

4. Seminar on: “Integrated forest and water management of mountain watersheds: 
Experiences and perspectives” 

5. Progress in integrated watershed and environment management in relation to the seminar 
topic:   

a. Presentation of National Reports 

b. Presentation of Observer Reports 

c. Discussion 

6. Programme of the Working Party until 2014 – defining long term programme, inter-
sessional activities 

7. Collaboration and linkages between the Working Party and the European Forestry 
Commission 

8. Presence of the Working Party at the 35th Session of the European Forestry Commission 
in April 2010 

9. Communication (Working Party website, newsletter, leaflet, logo) 

10. Election of officers of the Working Party 

11. Date and place of the 28th Session 

12. Any other matters 

13. Adoption of the draft report 

14. Closing of the session 

15. Study tour 
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ANNEX B 
 

Programme 

Wednesday 7th April 

1. Arrival of participants to Vienna or Bratislava airport to 13:00 or 14:00, 
respectively  

2. Invitation by representative of ministry  
3. Common transport of participants from Bratislava 15:00 to Štrbské Pleso by bus 

(secured by organizers)  
4. Lodging at the Hotel CROCUS  

20:00 - 22:00 Informal Welcome Party (Hotel Restaurant CROCUS) 

  

Thursday 8th April 

08:00 - 09:00 Registration of participants (Hotel CROCUS)  

09:00 - 11:00 Opening of the Twenty-seventh Session of the European Forestry 
Commission’s Working Party on the Management of Watersheds 

  Welcoming words by the organizers:  

1. Matej Schwarz. Chair of the local organizing committee  
2. Eero Kubin. President of EFC's Working Party on the Management of 

Mountain Wathersheds  
3. Pavol Lászlo. Representative of Forestry Department, Ministry of 

Agriculture of Slovak Republic  
4. Juraj Kubrický. Representative of Department of Coordination and 

Foreign Affairs, Ministry of Agriculture of Slovak Republic  
5. Martin Moravčík. Director General of National Forest Centre  
6. Thomas Hofer. Secretary of Working Party. The Food and Agriculture 

Organization of the United Nations (FAO)  

Adoption of the agenda  

11:00 - 11:30 Report on inter-sessional activities following the 26th Session of the Working 
Party (Oulu). Thomas Hofer. FAO 

11:30 - 12:30 Lunch break (Hotel Restaurant CROCUS) 

12:30 - 15:00 Seminar: “Integrated forest and water management of mountain 
watersheds: Experiences and perspectives” 
 
Chair: Dušan Húska, Vice Dean, Faculty of European Studies and Regional 
Development, Slovak University of Agriculture 
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Opening the Seminar: Thomas Hofer, FAO 
 
Christophe Besacier, FAO 
 
Hideaki Marui, Research Center for Natural Hazards and Disaster Recovery, 
Niigata University 
 
Edward Pierzgalski, Stanisław Niemtur, Forest Research Institute, Poland 
 
Harald Grip, Harald Grip Consulting AB, Sweden 

15:00 - 15:30 Coffee break 

15:30 - 17:00 Katarína Střelcová, Faculty of Forestry, Technical University in Zvolen 
 
Peter Fleischer, Research Station and Museum, Slovak National Forests 
TANAP 
 
Ladislav Holko, Institute of Hydrology, Slovak Academy of Sciences 
 
Anna Bandlerová, Dušan Húska, Ľuboš Jurík, Slovak University of 
Agriculture 
 
Matej Schwarz, National Forest Centre  

17:30 - 18:00 Access walk time (Štrbské Pleso) 

18:00 - 19:30 Reception in the Hotel Restaurant CROCUS 

  

Friday 9th April 

08:30 - 10:30 Programme of Working Party until 2014:  

1. Defining long term programme,  
2. Inter-sessional activities,  
3. Linkages between the Working Party and the European Forestry 

Commission,  
4. Presence of the Working Party at the 35th Session of the European 

Forestry  Commission in April 2010 

10:30 - 11:00 Coffee break 

11:00 - 12:30 Presentation of National and Observer Reports  

12:30 - 14:00 Lunch break (Hotel Restaurant CROCUS) 

14:00 - 15:00 Session continues (Presentations of National and Observer Reports)  
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15:00 - 15:30 Coffee break 

15:30 - 16:30 Closing programme:  

1. Communication (working party website, newsletter, leaflet, logo)  
2. Election of officers of the working party  
3. Date and place of the 28th Session  
4. Any other matters  
5. Adoption of the draft report  
6. Closing of the 27th Session of the Working Party  

17:00 - 17:30 Bus transportation from Hotel CROCUS to Tatranská Lomnica 

17:30 - 19:00 Introduction to the Research Station and Museum State Forests of TANAP 
and projection a poetical film “Tatras and their secrets” about the Tatra 
nature and the man inside 

19:00 - 19:30 Bus transportation from Tatranská Lomnica to Hotel CROCUS 

20:00 - 22:00 Dinner (Hotel Restaurant CROCUS) 
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ANNEX C 
 

List of participants 
 

 
Chairman    Eero Kubin (Finland)  
  
Vice Chairmen    Matej Schwarz (Slovak Republic) 
 
     İsmail Belen (Turkey) 
 

Maria Patek (Austria) 
 
     Edward Pierzgalski (Poland)  
      
Secretary      Thomas Hofer (FAO)  
 
 

 
COUNTRIES  

 
 

AUSTRIA 
 
Patek Maria 
Head of Department Torrent and Avalanche Control 
Federal Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry, Environment and Water Management   
maria.patek@lebensministerium.at 
 
 
CZECH REPUBLIC 
 
Krecek Josef 
Senior Scientist 
Czech Technical University  
jkrecek@email.cz 
 
 
FINLAND 
 
Kubin Eero 
Senior Researcher  
Muhos Research Unit 
Finnish Forest Research Institute 
eero.kubin@metla.fi 
 
 
 

mailto:maria.patek@lebensministerium.at
mailto:jkrecek@email.cz
mailto:eero.kubin@metla.fi
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FRANCE 
 
Jean-Michel Decoud 
Adjoint au Directeur Technique RTM  
Office National des Forêts  
jean-michel.decoud@onf.fr 
 
 
JAPAN 
 
Marui Hideaki 
Deputy Director 
Research Center for Natural Hazards and Disaster Recovery 
Niigata University 
maruihi@cc.niigatau.ac.jp 
 
 
POLAND 
 
Niemtur Stanislaw 
Head, Department of Forestry Management in Mountain Regions 
Polish Forest Research Institute  
s.niemtur@ibles.waw.pl 
 
Pierzgalski Edward 
Senior Researcher 
Polish Forest Research Institute 
e.pierzgalski@ibles.waw.pl 
 
 
ROMANIA 
 
Olaru Mihai 
Adviser 
Ministry of Environment and Forests 
mihai.olaru@madr.ro 
 
Oprisa Nicolae 
Adviser 
Ministry of Environment and Forests 
nicolae.oprisa@madr.ro 
 
 
SLOVAK REPUBLIC 
 
Balogh Peter  
Assistant to Director General 
National Forest Centre 
balogh@nlcsk.org 
 

mailto:jean-michel.decoud@onf.fr
mailto:s.niemtur@ibles.waw.pl
mailto:e.pierzgalski@ibles.waw.pl
mailto:mihai.olaru@madr.ro
mailto:nicolae.oprisa@madr.ro
mailto:balogh@nlcsk.org
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Bandlerová Anna 
Professor 
Slovak University of Agriculture in Nitra 
anna.bandlerova@uniag.sk 
 
Fleischer Peter 
Research Station and Museum 
Slovak National Forests TANAP 
fleischer@post.sk  
 
Holko Ladislav  
Institute of Hydrology 
Slovak Academy of Sciences 
holko@uh.savba.sk  
 
Húska Dušan  
Vice Dean  
Faculty of European Studies and Regional Development  
Slovak University of Agriculture 
dusan.huska@uniag.sk 
 
Jurík Ľuboš  
Professor 
Slovak University of Agriculture in Nitra 
lubos.jurik@uniag.sk 
 
Kmeťová Zuzana  
Communication Officer 
National Forest Centre 
kmetova@nlcsk.sk 
 
Kubrický Juraj  
Department of Coordination and Foreign Affairs 
Ministry of Agriculture of Slovak Republic 
juraj.kubricky@land.gov.sk 
 
Lászlo Pavol 
Forestry Department 
Ministry of Agriculture of Slovak Republic 
pavol.laszlo@land.gov.sk 
 
Moravčík Martin  
Director General 
National Forest Centre 
moravcik@nlcsk.org  
 
Schwarz Matej  
Senior Researcher 
National Forest Centre 
schwarz@nlcsk.org    

mailto:anna.bandlerova@uniag.sk
mailto:fleischer@post.sk
mailto:holko@uh.savba.sk
mailto:dusan.huska@uniag.sk
mailto:lubos.jurik@uniag.sk
mailto:kmetova@nlcsk.sk
mailto:juraj.kubricky@land.gov.sk
mailto:pavol.laszlo@land.gov.sk
mailto:moravcik@nlcsk.org
mailto:schwarz@nlcsk.org
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Střelcová Katarína  
Professor 
Faculty of Forestry 
Technical University in Zvolen 
strelcov@vsld.tuzvo.sk 
 
 
SWEDEN 
 
Grip Harald 
Consultant 
Swedish University of Agricultural Sciences (SLU) 
harald@grip2.se 
 
 
TURKEY 
 
Belen İsmail 
Deputy Director General 
General Directorate of Forestry 
Ministry of Environment and Forestry 
ismailbelen@ogm.gov.tr 
 
 
 

INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZATIONS 
 
 
Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations (FAO) 
 
Besacier Christophe 
Consultant 
Forest Conservation Team (FOMC) 
Forestry Department 
christophe.besacier@fao.org 
 
Ceci Paolo 
Consultant 
Forest Conservation Team (FOMC) 
Forestry Department 
paolo.ceci@fao.org 
 
Hofer Thomas 
Forestry Officer (Conservation and Hydrology) 
Forest Conservation Team (FOMC) 
Forestry Department 
thomas.hofer@fao.org 
 
 

mailto:strelcov@vsld.tuzvo.sk
mailto:harald@grip2.se
mailto:ismailbelen@ogm.gov.tr
mailto:christophe.besacier@fao.org
mailto:paolo.ceci@fao.org
mailto:thomas.hofer@fao.org


26 
 

International Union of Forest Research Organizations (IUFRO) 
 
Fiebiger Gernot 
Research Group Coordinator 
IUFRO RG 8.03 Natural Disasters 
zt@fiebiger.eu 
 
 
 

OBSERVERS 
 
 
UKRAINE 
 
Korzhov Volodymyr 
Deputy Director 
Ukrainian Research Institute of Mountain Forestry 
ukrrimf@ivf.ukrpack.net 
 
Loyko Lesya  
Project Manager 
FORZA 
Swiss-Ukrainian Forest Development Project in Transcarpathia  
lloyko@forza-ic.com.ua 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:zt@fiebiger.eu
mailto:ukrrimf@ivf.ukrpack.net
mailto:lloyko@forza-ic.com.ua
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ANNEX D 
 

Programme of the study tour 

Download the study tour brochure 

Saturday 10th April 
08:00 - 08:50  Bus transportation from Hotel CROCUS to Čierny Váh 
08:50 - 09:10  Stop 1 - Pumped Storage Hydro Power Plant  
09:10 - 10:30  Bus transportation from Čierny Váh to Ľubochnianska valley 
10:30 - 10:50  Stop 2 - Fire Control Reservoir  
10:50 - 11:55  Bus transportation from Ľubochnianska valley to Donovaly 
11:55 - 12:05  Stop 3 - Mountain recreational village 
12:05 - 13:20  Bus transportation from Donovaly to Banská Štiavnica 
13:20 - 14:00  Lunch break (Hotel Salamander) 
14:00 - 14:20  Stop 4 - Artificial Lakes 
14:20 - 16:40  Bus transportation from Banská Štiavnica to Bratislava 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.nlcsk.sk/fao/StudyTourBrochureSmaller.pdf
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ANNEX E 
 

Draft Terms of Reference: review of the EFCWP on the Management of Mountain 
Watersheds 

 
Since the establishment of the Working Party in 1952, a number of processes, programmes and 
networks have been created in Europe (UNECE Water Convention, Forest Europe, 
EUROMONTANA, Alpine Convention, etc.) which to some extent deal with similar issues as the 
Working Party. Over the last years a trend of decreasing interest and participation of the member 
countries and observers in the activities of the Working Party can be observed. This situation might 
indicate that in view of the current complex institutional landscape in Europe, the flood of 
information, the work load of technical experts (in government as well as academia) and the increasing 
financial constraints, the Working Party in its current form is no more attractive enough and fails to 
get the attention it deserves. This trend leads inevitably to the following fundamental questions which 
need to be answered:  

• How does the Working Party position itself within this new and evolving institutional 
landscape in Europe and are the current vision, mission and mandate of the Working Party still 
appropriate? 

• What are the reasons for the decreasing response by the members to the activities of the 
Working Party? Is the way the group is organised and functioning not attractive enough? Are 
the priorities, on which the group is focusing, not addressing the real, burning and priority 
issues? 

• How can the financial sustainability of the Working Party be ensured? Could the ownership of 
the Working Party by the member countries be increased through the request for financial 
contributions? What about the idea of initiating Working Party Projects? Is there scope to do 
active fundraising with different potential users of Working Party products?  

 
In order to give the group a new push and to answer these strategic questions, the Steering Committee 
of the Working Party proposes to its 27th session to initiate a major review of the Working Party 
through an external consultancy. This idea was presented and endorsed at the joint meeting of the 
bureaux of the EFC/TC/WP on 25 February 2010 in Geneva. For the consultancy, the following draft 
Terms of Reference are being proposed: 

• Review the current institutional landscape in Europe of relevance for the Working Party, 
analyse the mandate and functioning of the different ongoing processes and networks, and 
identify the potential niches for the Working Party. 

• Analyse the past and current structure, mandate and modus operandi of the Working Party and 
blend it with the results of the first component. 

• Work with a number of countries which are very active in the Working Party and find out 
about the reasons for their motivation. 

• Work with a number of countries which have been inactive since a number of years and find 
out about the reasons for this inactivity.  

• Analyse the findings and elaborate a proposal for a new mandate, institutional setup and 
modus operandi of the Working Party. 

• Develop a proposal for the terms of collaboration with other relevant ongoing processes and 
existing networks in Europe. 

• Develop a finance plan which should ensure long-term financial sustainability of the Working 
Party. 

 
 
Duration of the consultancy:  4 months 
Budget for the consultancy:   EUR 50,000 (including salary, travels, DSA and 
     operational expenses) 
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The consultancy would be funded through voluntary contributions of the member countries. The 
expected products of the consultancy will be presented and discussed on the occasion of the 28th 
Session of the Working Party. 

 


